
 

 

 
 
 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
March 3, 2021 

MEETING AGENDA: 

 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

IV.  OLD BUSINESS - NONE 

V.  NEW BUSINESS - ACTION ITEMS 

a. Commission to make a recommendation for a Private Residence – 106 West Mimosa Drive; Rear 
extension of existing carport in Historic Residential Overlay 

 

b. Commission to make a recommendation for Tax Facts, Inc. – 114 North McDonough Street; Sign and 
awning for commercial building in Historic District 

 

c. Commission to make a recommendation for T H Weiss – 180 North McDonough Street; Changing exterior 
color on commercial business in Historic District 

 

d. Commission to make a recommendation for Spine and Orthopedic Center – 1287 Hwy. 138; Sign for new 
commercial business 

 

e. Commission to make a recommendation for a Commercial Center – 137 West Mill Street; Update on new 
sign.  Will be considered for Certificate of Appropriateness extension by Historic Preservation 
Commission. 

 

f. Commission to make a recommendation for Tran Realty – 181 North Main Street; New ground sign for 
commercial building in Historic District 

 

g. Commission to make a recommendation for Thomas Tax Pro – 1423 Stockbridge Road; New wall sign in 
commercial center 

 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT 



 

 



 

FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

March, 3, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – a 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  March 3, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for a Private Residence – 106 West Mimosa Drive; Rear extension of existing carport in Historic 
Residential Overlay 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-270 Accessory Building Standards; Sec. 86-111 Historic Residential Overlay 

Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of Certificate of Appropriateness application; Mr. Wiggins owns 106 West 
Mimosa Drive and applied for a permit and a Certificate of Appropriateness for a 40 foot by 18-foot (720 square feet) 
carport extension into the rear yard of his home.  There is currently a 2187 square-foot home and 600 square-foot 
carport, which both predate the Zoning Code.  The property is zoned R-4 residential, but lies within the Historic 
Residential Overlay, which requires a Certificate of Appropriateness for new structures, per Sec. 86-111 (e). 

 

Section 86-270 gives standards for accessory buildings in the City: 

No accessory building shall exceed the height of the principal dwelling in any residential district, nor shall the combined 
total area of all accessory buildings on a lot exceed the larger of 800 square feet in area or 25 percent of the floor area of 
the principal dwelling. Calculation of floor area shall not include basement areas. All accessory buildings shall be set 
back a minimum of 100 percent of the front yard setback for the district; however no accessory building other than a 
detached garage may be located between the principal dwelling and the public right-of-way. A minimum side yard and 
rear yard setback of five feet shall apply to accessory building located a distance greater than 20 feet from the principal 
dwelling; otherwise the building setbacks for the principal dwelling shall apply to the accessory building. 

All accessory structures established on the street side of a corner lot and located a distance equal to or less than the 
dimension of the required side yard for principal dwellings in the zoning district in which the lot is situated shall be 
screened through the installation of landscaping or stockade-type fence. Such screening shall comply with provisions of 
article XV of this chapter. 

The exterior finishes and color of all accessory structures shall be identical to the exterior finish and color of the principal 
dwelling on which the accessory structures are located. For brick construction, only the characteristics of the trim work 
shall apply to the accessory buildings. 

No accessory structure shall be located upon a lot until construction of the principal building has been completed and a 
certificate of occupancy has been issued. 
No plumbing beyond a wash sink shall be permitted in an accessory structure. 

The number of individual structures accessory to a residential use shall be controlled by the following schedule: 
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Lot Size Number of Structures 

Up to 1 acre 1 

Above 1 acre 2 

NOTE: This schedule provides for the indicated number of structures and one detached garage. 

 

Staff response:  The proposed carport enlargement is 720 square-feet, 25.8% of the 2787 square-feet already on 
the property.  It will be fully behind the front setback line and at least 5 feet off of the side property line.  It will 
be totally open with no sinks or any other features.  It will be metal like the pre-existing carport, but will not be 
readily seen from the road, which should not be an issue. 

 

Section 86-111 gives further standards for accessory buildings in the Historic Residential Overlay: 

e. Accessory structures.  

1. Historic accessory structures, or outbuildings, shall be maintained in accordance with guidelines for dwellings in the 
overlay.  

2. New accessory structures, including, but not limited to carports, garages and storage sheds, shall be located behind 
the facade line of the dwelling.  

3. The design, scale, placement and materials of new accessory structures within public view shall be compatible with 
those of the principal dwelling. 

 

Staff response:  The proposed accessory building complies with these standards, being in the rear yard but will 
not be readily within public view, being in the back yard and largely obscured in the side yard by the existing 
carport. 
 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Applications and Site Plan 

• Property Picture 1 

• Property Picture 2 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

March, 3, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – b 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  March 3, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Tax Facts, Inc. – 114 North McDonough Street; Sign and awning for commercial building in Historic 
District 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489, 86-490, and 86-495 – Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Approval of design; Recently, the Code Enforcement Officer noticed personnel at the business, Tax Facts, Inc., 
replacing their sign (white letters) and front door canopy (the canopy is already up but the new letters are not).  They 
were informed that they needed a permit and a Certificate of Appropriateness approval for being in the Historic District.  
In his application, the owner said that the old letters “were breaking up and fallen to the sidewalk.”  He states that the 
replacement letters are exactly the same size and will be in the same location as the former letters.  However, the new 
letters were observed by the Code Enforcement Officer to be red.  Also, the new canopy is obviously blue versus the old 
green.  The blue canopy now matches the canopy color of adjacent businesses.  The letters will meet the Code: 

1. The letters (13.44 square feet) will not exceed the maximum 150 total square feet allowed for wall signs. 
2. The letter area (5.6%) will not exceed the maximum 7.5% wall coverage allowed for wall signs. 
3. The proposed sign does not straddle any existing columns or panels on the building exterior. 

 
The property is also in the Historic District, which has its own signage standards. 

Sec. 86-495. - Historic district. 

(3) Signage standards.  

a. General. Signage shall complement the architectural details of the building, and shall not violate or otherwise obscure the architecture of the 

building to which it is attached. Signs, lettering, or boxed graphics shall not cut across columns, cornices, windowsills, arches or balconies, nor 

extend above the roofline of any building to which it is attached.  

b. Lettering, size, and content. Letters can be painted or mounted directly on a signboard, storefront, wall or window, if in proportion to the 

storefront. Lots in the H-1 Historic District are allowed the same amount of signage as lots outside of the H-1 Historic District. In the H-1 Historic 

District, canopy signs and hanging or suspended signs may be utilized. Provided, however, in no case may the total signage area exceed ten 

percent of the building face to which the sign is attached. Acceptable lettering materials include wood, stone, synthetic stone, metal, vinyl, 

dimensional plastic, acrylic, or high-density polystyrene foam. The overall design of all signage shall be compatible with the turn-of-the-century 

theme of the historic district.  

c. Materials. Signs may be constructed of concrete, brick, wood, stone, metal, glass, or synthetic materials that have the same 

appearance of the aforementioned natural materials due to their finish. All materials shall be compatible with the building's architecture, 

and should be colorfast and resistant to corrosion. Signs shall be professionally finished in accordance with the material selected, 

whether by sanding, painting, staining and/or sealing, with the edges of the sign framed out and/or sealed.  

d. Lighting. All signs in the historic district, whether ground signs or wall signs, shall only be illuminated by an external light source, and 
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through craftsmanship and materials, shall reflect the design aesthetics of the historic district.  

e. Colors. The historic preservation commission shall approve the color or colors of all signs as well as the color or colors of all lettering, symbols, 

marks, pictures, figures, embellishments, frames or the like contained therein.  

 

The letters will be the exact same material (plastic) as before and the same size.  There will be no illumination, external or internal, of the 

sign. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Sign Permit 837 - Tax Facts Inc 

• Historic Preservation Commission Application - Tax Facts Inc 

• Former Canopy 

• New Canopy 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

March, 3, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – c 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  March 3, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for T H Weiss – 180 North McDonough Street; Changing exterior color on commercial business in Historic 
District 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-103 H-2 Historic District Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of exterior paint changes; Tara Plumbing and TH Weiss are both located at 
180 North McDonough Street and are commercial businesses in a converted dwelling.  The property is zoned H-2 and is 
in the Historic District.  Recently, the applicant applied for a Certificate of Appropriateness to repaint certain portions of 
the exterior of the building in order to update the look.  In 2018, the same building was approved by the Historic 
Preservation Commission for a replacement roof. 

Per the applicant: “House is currently a front porch gray and want to change to a traditional gray which is slightly lighter.  
Trim is currently a light yellow / tannish color.  Want to change that to white.  Smaller gables are currently red and they 
will remain red.” 
 
Section 86-103: 
 
b.Building materials. 
1.Historic building materials shall be maintained. 
2.Unpainted brick facades shall remain unpainted. 
3.Damaged exterior materials shall be treated with materials that will not cause further deterioration, including the use of 
a historic mortar mix of an appropriate color when repointing brick. 
4.Proper maintenance of all building materials shall adhere to the secretary of interior's standards for rehabilitation and 
other resources on file with the office of downtown development. 
 
c.Building color. 
1.Recommended color shades shall draw from the range of existing color shades and complement the color schemes 
that already exist in the district. Reference materials on appropriate color palettes will be available for review at the office 
downtown development at city hall. 
2.Neon colors are prohibited. 
3.Primary colors may be acceptable for trim or accents pending review and approval by the director of downtown 
development. 
4.Color patterns shall be consistent with the architectural style of the structure and with the overall historic character of 
the district. 
 
In summary, the front porch brick has been painted for a long time.  The colors chosen for the update are not 
substantially different than what it out there now.  The removal of the yellowish color on the trim will be a 
definite improvement.  The colors will be fresher and somewhat lighter, but will still be compatible with the 
adjacent neighborhood. 
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Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private Owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• 180 N MCDONOUGH ST 

• Property Picture 1 

• Property Picture 2 

• Gray1 

• Gray2 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

March, 3, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – d 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  March 3, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Spine and Orthopedic Center – 1287 Hwy. 138; Sign for new commercial business 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of wall sign; For several years, the Spine and Orthopedic Center has operated 
in Suite 8 at the commercial center at 1287 Highway 138.  The property is zoned C-2 but is not in any Overlay or Historic 
District.  The applicant has applied for a replacement wall sign to replace the green sign currently there.  The new wall 
sign will meet the Code: 

1. The sign (115 square feet) will not exceed the maximum 150 total square feet allowed for wall signs. 
2. The sign area (5106%) is just slightly above the maximum 10% wall coverage allowed for wall signs on 

double frontage lots.  (Property has frontage on Highway 138 and East Dixie Drive.) 
3. The proposed sign does not straddle any existing columns or panels on the building exterior. 

The sign will be aluminum in an aluminum cabinet.  It will be internally illuminated.  No backlighting neon “glow” is 
allowed.  The new sign is a definite upgrade over what is there now. 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.) 

Private Owner 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• SIGN PERMIT 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

March, 3, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – e 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  March 3, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for a Commercial Center – 137 West Mill Street; Update on new sign.  Will be considered for Certificate of 
Appropriateness extension by Historic Preservation Commission. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 –General Sign Standards; Sec 86-495 – Historic Dist. Sign 

Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

First approved in September 2019 and approved for renewal of the Certificate of Appropriateness in July 2020, the sign design has gone through 

several delays, one of the main ones being trying to coordinate with the adjacent Broad Street renovation (in terms of possible sidewalk locations). 

Now that the Broad Street project is 99% complete, the applicant is asking for another renewal of their Certificate of Appropriateness certificate to 

get started soon. 

The new sign design is quality and will complement the Broad Street project. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.) 

 

Private Owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Historic Application 

• Sign Application 

• REVISED DESIGN 

• Certificate of Appropriateness - 137 West Mill Street Sign 

5.e
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• Certificate of Appropriateness - 137 West Mill Street Sign REV 

• Agenda Cover Sheet - 137 West Mill Street REV DRC 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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DOUBLE FACED WASH LIGHTED TENANT SIGN PROFILE

PAINT/VINYL TO MATCH 
PMS 281 DARK BLUE

30 SQ. FT

SCALE:  3/4”=1’-0” SCALE:  3/4”=1’-0”

DATE - 7.22.19

INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED 
DOUBLE FACED TENANT SIGN 

PERFECT HOMES MGMT
137 WEST MILL STREET
JONESBORO, GA

AS INDICATED

5198 North Lake Drive
Lake City, GA  30260

404-361-3800 
fax 404-361-7038

www.claytonsigns.com

THIS DRAWING IS AN ORIGINAL, UNPUBLISHED DESIGN 
CREATED BY CLAYTON SIGNS,  INC. IT IS NOT TO BE 
REPRODUCED, CHANGED, OR EXHIBITED TO ANYONE 
OUTSIDE OF YOUR COMPANY IN WHOLE OR IN PART 

WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE OWNER OF 
CLAYTON SIGNS,  INC.. ANY SUCH ACTIONS MAY BE 

SUBJECT TO LEGAL ACTION IN A COURT OF LAW.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED2015C
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
City of  Jonesboro 

Histor ic Preservat ion Commiss ion  
 

 

 

TH IS  DOCUMENT  TO BE  POSTED  AT  ALL  T IMES  

 
T h e  C i t y  o f  J o n e s b o r o  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  i n  c o n f o r m i n g  w i t h  S e c .  4 2 - 2 8  o f  t h e  C o d e  

o f  O r d i n a n c e s  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  J o n e s b o r o ,  h e r e b y  g r a n t s  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  w o r k  t o  b e  p e r f o r m e d  o n  

t h e  p r e m i s e s  l i s t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  o u t l i n e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n .   

 

 

PREMISES:  Commercial Center   OWNER:  ARTOFMORE PROPERTIES LLC 

 

ADDRESS: 137 West Mill Street   TYPE:  Replacement Ground Sign in Historic District 
 

     HISTORIC PRESERVATION MEETING DATE: SEPTEMBER 16, 2019 

Work Approved: 
 Installation of replacement ground sign, as shown on revised exhibit.  Sign to be minimum 10 feet from each adjacent street 

right-of-way, shall be a maximum 4 feet tall, shall not have internal illumination, and color shall be dark bronze to more closely match 

building.  Provide landscaping in disturbed areas. To include solar lighting to illuminate sign face.  Approval contingent upon Design 

Review Commission approval on September 18, 2019. 

 

Under penalty of law, I, the undersigned, assure that the work to be performed will be executed as specified 

under the terms of this Certificate. If it is determined that changes are necessary, I will apply for those 

modifications prior to the commencement of any work on those changes.  

 

Signed: __________________________  Approved: _______________________    Approved: _________________________ 
                                                        Applicant                     Chairman, Betsy Wester                      Zoning Administrator, David D. Allen  

                        Historic Preservation Commission                                                       City of Jonesboro              

Note: An additional permit may still be required. All work shall be in compliance with all Building Codes and 

Zoning Regulations. This Certificate shall become void unless construction is commenced within six months of the 

date of issuance.          

124 North Avenue 

Jonesboro, Georgia 30236 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
City of  Jonesboro 

Histor ic Preservat ion Commiss ion  
 

 

 

TH IS  DOCUMENT  TO BE  POSTED  AT  ALL  T IMES  

 
T h e  C i t y  o f  J o n e s b o r o  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  i n  c o n f o r m i n g  w i t h  S e c .  4 2 - 2 8  o f  t h e  C o d e  

o f  O r d i n a n c e s  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  J o n e s b o r o ,  h e r e b y  g r a n t s  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  w o r k  t o  b e  p e r f o r m e d  o n  

t h e  p r e m i s e s  l i s t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  o u t l i n e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n .   

 

 

PREMISES:  Commercial Center   OWNER:  ARTOFMORE PROPERTIES LLC 

 

ADDRESS: 137 West Mill Street   TYPE:  Replacement Ground Sign in Historic District 
 

     HISTORIC PRESERVATION MEETING DATE: JULY 20, 2020  **RENEWAL** 

Work Approved: 
 Installation of replacement ground sign, as shown on revised exhibit.  Sign to be minimum 10 feet from each adjacent street 

right-of-way, shall be a maximum 4 feet tall, shall not have internal illumination, and color shall be dark bronze to more closely match 

building.  Provide landscaping in disturbed areas. To include external solar lighting to illuminate sign face. 

 

Under penalty of law, I, the undersigned, assure that the work to be performed will be executed as specified 

under the terms of this Certificate. If it is determined that changes are necessary, I will apply for those 

modifications prior to the commencement of any work on those changes.  

 

Signed: __________________________  Approved: _______________________    Approved: _________________________ 
                                                        Applicant                     Chairman, Betsy Wester                      Zoning Administrator, David D. Allen  

                        Historic Preservation Commission                                                       City of Jonesboro              

Note: An additional permit may still be required. All work shall be in compliance with all Building Codes and 

Zoning Regulations. This Certificate shall become void unless construction is commenced within six months of the 

date of issuance.          

124 North Avenue 

Jonesboro, Georgia 30236 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Manager) City Manager’s 

Office Typed Name and Title Phone 

  

Signature Date 

 

Revised 03/12/09 (Previous versions are obsolete) 

  

                                                                               
       CITY OF JONESBORO DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

    Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 
 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

   

Requesting Agency 

Community Development (Matthew Foley, applicant) 

 

Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Sign permit application for replacement ground sign in historic district 
Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – General sign standards; Sec 86-495 – Historic Dist. Sign standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

 Yes  No  

Summary & Background 
(First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of 
the relevant details for the item.) 

 Agency recommendation – Approval of revised sign design, meeting Code setback requirements; The 
property, 137 West Mill Street, has been the site for a multi-tenant commercial building for many years.  The 
property is zoned H-1 (Historic District), any new signs or alterations to existing signs require Certificate of 
Appropriateness approval from the Historic Preservation Commission and review by the Design Review 
Commission. The existing ground sign that was at the corner of West Mill Street and Riley Way has recently been 
torn down.  The replacement ground sign is proposed for the same grass area at the street corner. 
 

Sec. 86-490.  Regulated signs. 

(a)  Ground signs, which are permanent, shall be permitted in non-residential zoning districts. 

No ground sign shall have a height greater than six feet above normal grade, or a sign face 

area greater than 35 square feet (each side) for lots with a single building and 45 square 

feet (each side) for planned centers. No portion of a ground sign shall not be located within 

ten feet of a street right-of-way or within 50 feet of any other permanent sign, major 

structure or building. Changeable copy shall not exceed 33 percent of the area of the sign 

face. Ground signs are allowed only on lots upon which there is a building which is 

currently occupied pursuant to a current and valid certificate of occupancy issued by the city 

or which is currently being developed under an active building permit issued by the city.  

(c)  Planned centers.  

(1)  A planned center, not located along Tara Boulevard, shall be entitled to one 

monument sign on each street right-of-way fronted. These permitted signs shall be 

limited to sign face areas of 45 square feet each with a maximum frame height of six 

feet from grade. No portion of the sign shall include an area for changeable letters.  

(2)  In addition to monument signs, a planned center, not located along Tara Boulevard, 

shall be entitled to one ground sign per entrance   Each such ground sign may have 

multiple face panels, the number of which shall not exceed the number of businesses  
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Continued Page 2 of 3 
 

 

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding 

requirements.) 

 Private Business Owner 

Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.)  

New sign elevation, Existing sign pictures 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Staff Recommendation 

Approval 

 

David Allen, Community Development Director, 770.570.2977 

  
or organizations located within the planned center.  The size and number of face 

panels shall not exceed the total allowable sign face area for a ground sign.  No 

portion of the sign or any face panel shall include an area for changeable letters, 

either manual or electronic. 

(4)  No ground sign permits shall be issued for buildings or units in a planned center 

unless they are consistent in design, proportion, and material to the building(s). 

 

Sec. 86-495.  Historic districts. 

The purpose of this section is to ensure that signage in the historic district is harmonious in 

proportion, form, color, and materials to the character of said district. Visual relatedness is 

crucial to the goal of an integrated historic district, and signs play a key role in helping to 

preserve the historical district's sense of time and place, and to achieve the desired effect of 

charm and compatibility. No sign shall be erected, altered, restored or moved within the historic 

district until an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness as to exterior architectural 

features and signage has been reviewed and approved by the Historic Preservation Commission 

and the Design Review Commission. All proposed changes requiring a Certificate of 

Appropriateness shall comply with the applicable design standards in the 2005 Zoning 

Ordinance. 

(1)  Applicability. This section shall apply only to those building structures and uses within 

the geographical boundaries of the Historic Districts, the H-1 and H-2 zoning districts. 

(2)  Compatibility. As to signs, buildings, structures, and uses within the Historic Districts, 

when a provision of this section conflicts with any section in the balance of this article, 

the provision of this section shall control. Otherwise, to the extent reasonably possible, 

the provisions of this section shall be interpreted consistent with the provisions of the 

balance of this article.  

(3)  Signage standards.  

a.  General. Signage shall complement the architectural details of the building and 

shall not violate or otherwise obscure the architecture of the building to which it 

is attached. Signs, lettering, or boxed graphics shall not cut across columns, 

cornices, windowsills, arches or balconies, nor extend above the roofline (except 

for parapets and mansards) of any building to which it is attached.  
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Continued Page 3 of 3 
 

 

b.  Lettering, size, and content. Letters can be painted or mounted directly on a 

signboard, storefront, wall or window, if in proportion to the storefront. Lots in 

the H-1 and H-2 Historic Districts are allowed the same amount of signage as 

lots outside of the H-1 and H-2 Historic Districts. In the H-1 and H-2 Historic 

Districts, canopy signs and hanging or suspended signs may be utilized. Provided, 

however, in no case may the total signage area exceed ten percent of the building 

face to which the sign is attached. Acceptable lettering materials include wood, 

stone, synthetic stone, metal, and acrylic.  The overall design of all signage shall 

be compatible with the turn-of-the-century theme of the historic district.  

c.  Materials. Signs may be constructed of concrete, brick, wood, stone, metal, glass, 

or synthetic materials that have the same appearance of the aforementioned 

natural materials due to their finish. All materials shall be compatible with the 

building's architecture and should be colorfast and resistant to corrosion. Signs 

shall be professionally finished in accordance with the material selected, whether 

by sanding, painting, staining and/or sealing, with the edges of the sign framed 

out and/or sealed.  

d.  Lighting. All signs in the historic district, whether ground signs or wall signs, 

shall only be illuminated by an external light source, and through craftsmanship 

and materials, shall reflect the design aesthetics of the historic district.  

e.  Colors. The Historic Preservation Commission and the Design Review 

Commission shall consider the context of the surrounding area when reviewing 

the color of a proposed sign in the Historic Districts; however, the colors and 

logos of nationally and regionally recognized businesses shall not be prohibited. 

While the proposed sign is an improvement over the previous sign in terms of aesthetics and does meet some size 
requirements (sign face area and height), there are several design issues which need to be addressed before the sign 
design can be approved. 
 

- The Historic District does not allow internal illumination. 
- The sign is listed on the sign application as being 5 feet off of the right-of-way.  A minimum 10 feet is required, 

without an approved variance.  The grass area is so tight, there may not be room to get a sign of any significant 
size at the corner.  And though the sign does not exceed the 6-foot height maximum, the presence of a human-
sized sign in that area (even 10 feet off of the right-of-way) may be a sight distance traffic hazard and prevent the 
street sign from being seen by motorists traveling south on West Mill Street. 

 
Design Review Commission, 9.4.19 – Based on staff criteria above. Continuance until October meeting to allow time for 
redesign.  (to be heard at Special Called Meeting 9.18.19) 
(Sign company is currently working on redesign – taking out internal illumination, lowering sign height, and relocating it 
enough off of the right-of-way.) 

 
Revised design is no longer internally illuminated, is 4 feet in height (2 feet lower), has a dark bronze 
color to more match the building, and is further off the streets. 
 
Historic Preservation Commission, 9.16.19 – Approval; Installation of replacement ground sign, as 
shown on revised exhibit.  Sign to be minimum 10 feet from each adjacent street right-of-way, shall be 
a maximum 4 feet tall, shall not have internal illumination, and color shall be dark bronze to more 
closely match building.  Provide landscaping in disturbed areas. To include solar lighting to illuminate 
sign face.  Approval contingent upon Design Review Commission approval on September 18, 2019. 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

March, 3, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – f 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  March 3, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Tran Realty – 181 North Main Street; New ground sign for commercial building in Historic District 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards’ Sec. 86-495 Historic District Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Denial of sign design; 181 North Main Street has been a commercial building in the 
Historic District for many years.  Recently, Tran Realty applied for a ground sign permit at the property, requiring Design 
Review Commission and Historic Preservation Commission review.  No sign exists there now; therefore, the sign 
framework location, height, and size cannot be grandfathered like many other pre-existing signs in the Historic District. 

The proposed sign is a double-sided panel, 32 square feet each side, mounted between two wooden posts.  The 
sign is proposed to be 8 feet tall, and about 15 feet from the front of the building and an unknown distance from 
the right-of-way.  No electronics or illumination was proposed. 

Sec. 86-489. - General regulations. 

(a) Messages. Any sign allowed under this article may contain any message, except those displaying any 
statement, word, character or illustration of an obscene nature. 

(b) Non-residential zoning districts. In non-residential zoning districts signs shall be permitted in the following 
combination of wall and ground signs subject to the provisions hereinafter stated: 

(1) Lot with one building, which building is currently occupied pursuant to a current and valid certificate of 

occupancy issued by the city. 

a. Combination of one wall sign and one ground sign, subject to the respective size limitations in section 
86-490. In addition to section 86-490, each wall sign shall not exceed 7.5 percent of the exterior building 
facade, without an approved variance 

 
Single building on multiple frontage lots are allowed a total of ten percent of the exterior building facade for wall signs, 

and may have one additional wall sign, and one additional ground sign (subject to the size limitations in section 86-490). 

When calculating their allowed square footage, buildings on multiple frontage lots shall base their calculations on the 

facade with the primary entrance and/or architectural features of the building. Otherwise, the facade used shall be that 

facade which faces the public road of the greatest capacity. The classification of streets in the thoroughfare plan shall be 

the basis for determining street capacity. 

Sec. 86-490. - Regulated signs. 
 

(a) Ground signs, which are permanent, shall be permitted in non-residential zoning districts. No ground sign shall 
have a height greater than six feet above normal grade, or a sign face area greater than 35 square feet (each 
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side) for lots with a single building and 45 square feet (each side) for planned centers. No portion of a ground 
sign shall not be located within ten feet of a street right-of-way or within 50 feet of any other permanent sign, 
major structure or building. Changeable copy shall not exceed 33 percent of the area of the sign face. Ground 
signs are allowed only on lots upon which there is a building which is currently occupied pursuant to a current 
and valid certificate of occupancy issued by the city or which is currently being developed under an active 
building permit issued by the city. 

 

While The proposed sign complies with the panel size requirements, it is two feet taller than the allowed height, 
closer to the building than 50 feet, and likely closer to the right-of-way line than 10 feet. 

While the height could certainly be reduced to comply, it will be hard to comply with the 50-foot building 
setback and 10-foot right-of-way setback at the same time.  An alternative would be an appropriately sized wall 
sign. 

Sec. 86-495. - Historic districts. 

The purpose of this section is to ensure that signage in the historic district is harmonious in proportion, form, color, and 
materials to the character of said district. Visual relatedness is crucial to the goal of an integrated historic district, and 
signs play a key role in helping to preserve the historical district's sense of time and place, and to achieve the desired 
effect of charm and compatibility. No sign shall be erected, altered, restored or moved within the historic district until an 
application for a certificate of appropriateness as to exterior architectural features and signage has been reviewed and 
approved by the historic preservation commission and the design review commission. All proposed changes requiring a 
certificate of appropriateness shall comply with the applicable design standards in the 2005 zoning ordinance. 

(1) Applicability. This section shall apply only to those structures and uses within the geographical boundaries of the 
historic districts, the H-1 and H-2 zoning districts. 

(2) Compatibility. As to signs, buildings, structures, and uses within the historic districts, when a provision of this 
section conflicts with any section in the balance of this article, the provision of this section shall control. 
Otherwise, to the extent reasonably possible, the provisions of this section shall be interpreted consistent with 
the provisions of the balance of this article. 

(3) Signage standards. 

a. General. Signage shall complement the architectural details of the building and shall not violate or otherwise 
obscure the architecture of the building to which it is attached. Signs, lettering, or boxed graphics shall not 
cut across columns, cornices, windowsills, arches or balconies, nor extend above the roofline (except for 
parapets and mansards) of any building to which it is attached. 

b. Lettering, size, and content. Letters can be painted or mounted directly on a signboard, storefront, wall or 
window, if in proportion to the storefront. Lots in the H-1 and H-2 historic districts are allowed the same 
amount of signage as lots outside of the H-1 and H-2 historic districts. In the H-1 and H-2 historic districts, 
canopy signs and hanging or suspended signs may be utilized. Provided, however, in no case may the total 
signage area exceed ten percent of the building face to which the sign is attached. Acceptable lettering 
materials include wood, stone, synthetic stone, metal, and acrylic. The overall design of all signage shall be 
compatible with the turn-of-the-century theme of the historic district. 

c. Materials. Signs may be constructed of concrete, brick, wood, stone, metal, glass, or synthetic materials that 
have the same appearance of the aforementioned natural materials due to their finish. All materials shall be 
compatible with the building's architecture and should be colorfast and resistant to corrosion. Signs shall be 
professionally finished in accordance with the material selected, whether by sanding, painting, staining 
and/or sealing, with the edges of the sign framed out and/or sealed. 

d. Lighting. All signs in the historic district, whether ground signs or wall signs, shall only be illuminated by an 
external light source, and through craftsmanship and materials, shall reflect the design aesthetics of the 
historic district. 

e. Colors. The historic preservation commission and the design review commission shall consider the context 
of the surrounding area when reviewing the color of a proposed sign in the historic districts; however, the 
colors and logos of nationally and regionally recognized businesses shall not be prohibited. 

f. Awning and canopy signs. Awnings or canopies over doors, entrances, windows or outside service areas 
are permitted in the H-1 historic district. Professionally applied forms, graphics, symbols, lettering, or other 
visual presentation may be incorporated into the awning or canopy valance/drop flap but are restricted to 20 
percent of the awning field. Size of the signage shall be computed as for a wall sign. Signage pursuant to 
this subsection shall be included within the overall amount of signage allowed under section 86-489. 
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Awnings or canopies shall clear sidewalks by seven feet in height, and project no more than six feet from the 
building. Canvas or synthetic look-alike canvas are the only materials permitted for awnings and canopies. 
Metal or vinyl may be approved for awnings or canopies if the overall design is consistent with the H-1 
historic district's turn-of-the-century theme. Awnings or canopies may not be backlit. Metal awnings and 
canopies are preferred. 

g. Hanging or suspended signs. Hanging, suspended, or projecting signs are permitted and shall clear 
sidewalks by seven feet in height, and project or drop no more than 36 inches from the building. Hanging or 
suspended signs should project or drop from a wall or roof at a 90-degree angle. Hanging or suspending 
signs over driveways, alleys, or parking areas is prohibited. Hanging, suspended, or projecting signs shall be 
limited to a maximum size of six square feet, and if double sided, shall be calculated as only one sign. One 
hanging, suspended, or projecting sign per business is permitted, and shall be calculated as part of the total 
signage area allowed under section 86-489. Attractive hardware for hanging is encouraged. 

h. Window signs. Interior window signs shall not exceed 25 percent of the total window area exposed to public 
view. Window signs shall not be included within the overall amount of signage allowed under section 86-489. 

i. Special events. Additional signage is permitted in the historic district under section 86-494, provided that all 
such additional signage conforms to the aesthetic standards of the historic district. 

j. Ground signs. Ground signs may hang or suspend from a horizontal support that is affixed to the ground by 
vertical post. 

k. A-frame signs. A-frame or "sandwich" signs are allowed at the rate of one per business or parcel. A-frame 
signs shall not obstruct pedestrian or vehicular routes. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.) 

 

Private owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• 181 N MAIN ST 

• Property Picture 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Denial 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

March, 3, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – g 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  March 3, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Thomas Tax Pro – 1423 Stockbridge Road; New wall sign in commercial center 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of wall sign panel; Recently, Thomas Tax Pro applied for a wall sign permit in 
the commercial shopping center at 1423 Stockbridge Road.  Currently, there is no sign above the business entrance.  
The property is zoned C-2 Commercial and is not in any Overlay or Historic District. 

The wall sign panel will be 2 feet by 6 feet (12 square feet), which is well below the maximum 150 square feet allowed in 
Code Section 86-490(b).  The wall sign panel will be about 4.4% of the total front building façade, below the 7.5% 
allowed in Code Section 86-489.  

 
The new sign will be white and black, which will not conflict with adjacent businesses.  It is a metal panel that will be 

mounted onto the recessed portion of the façade above the business entrance intended for signs.  It will not be 

illuminated. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• sign permit #841 

• Property Picture 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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