
 

 

 
 
 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
April 7, 2021 

MEETING AGENDA: 

 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

IV.  OLD BUSINESS - NONE 

V.  NEW BUSINESS - ACTION ITEMS 

a. Commission to make a recommendation for Showtime Roadside Services – 226 North McDonough Street; 
Parcel No. 13240D A016; New accessory building and sign panels for business in Historic District. 

 

b. Commission to make a recommendation for Mexican Restaurant – 106 South Main Street; Parcel No. 
13241D C003; Exterior renovation to existing building in Historic District; Certificate of Appropriateness 
renewal 

 

c. Commission to make a recommendation for Pregnancy Care Center – 158 South Main Street; Parcel No. 
13241D E007; Replacement sign panel for office in Historic District 

 

d. Commission to make a recommendation for J & K Atlanta Partnership – 8274 Tara Boulevard; Parcel No. 
13239D A002; Sign panel for new commercial business. 

 

e. Commission to make a recommendation for Residence – 145 College Street; Parcel No. 13241C D011; 
Replacement accessory building in Historic Residential Overlay 

 

f. Commission to make a recommendation for Jamrock South – 265 Jonesboro Road; Parcel No. 12048A 
D001; Replacement sign panel for existing restaurant 

 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT 

 



 

FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

April, 7, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – a 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  April 7, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Showtime Roadside Services – 226 North McDonough Street; Parcel No. 13240D A016; New 
accessory building and sign panels for business in Historic District. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-270 Accessory Building Standards; Sec. 86-103 Historic District Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of Certificate of Appropriateness application; A dispatch office has operated 
at 226 North McDonough Street and applied for a permit and a Certificate of Appropriateness for a 12 foot by 20-foot 
(240 square feet) prefabricated, accessory storage building in the rear yard of the building.  There are no other 
accessory buildings on the property, although there are three accessory buildings on the adjacent property.  The 
property is zoned H-2 Historic District, which requires a Certificate of Appropriateness for new structures, per Sec. 86-
103 (e).  The property is 0.31 acres.  There is a residence at the rear of the property. 

Section 86-270 gives standards for accessory buildings in the City: 

No accessory building shall exceed the height of the principal dwelling in any residential district, nor shall the combined 
total area of all accessory buildings on a lot exceed the larger of 800 square feet in area or 25 percent of the floor area of 
the principal dwelling. Calculation of floor area shall not include basement areas. All accessory buildings shall be set 
back a minimum of 100 percent of the front yard setback for the district; however, no accessory building other than a 
detached garage may be located between the principal dwelling and the public right-of-way. A minimum side yard and 
rear yard setback of five feet shall apply to accessory building located a distance greater than 20 feet from the principal 
dwelling; otherwise, the building setbacks for the principal dwelling shall apply to the accessory building. 

All accessory structures established on the street side of a corner lot and located a distance equal to or less than the 
dimension of the required side yard for principal dwellings in the zoning district in which the lot is situated shall be 
screened through the installation of landscaping or stockade-type fence. Such screening shall comply with provisions of 
article XV of this chapter. 

The exterior finishes and color of all accessory structures shall be identical to the exterior finish and color of the principal 
dwelling on which the accessory structures are located. For brick construction, only the characteristics of the trim work 
shall apply to the accessory buildings. 

No accessory structure shall be located upon a lot until construction of the principal building has been completed and a 
certificate of occupancy has been issued. 

No plumbing beyond a wash sink shall be permitted in an accessory structure. 

The number of individual structures accessory to a residential use shall be controlled by the following schedule: 

5.a

Packet Pg. 2



 

 

Lot Size Number of Structures 

Up to 1 acre 1 

Above 1 acre 2 

NOTE: This schedule provides for the indicated number of structures and one detached garage. 

Staff response:  The proposed storage building is only 240 square-feet, well below the maximum.  It will be fully 
behind the front setback line, but it needs to be field verified that it is at least 5 feet off of the side property line 
and 20 feet off of the building.  It will have no sinks or other features.  The main building is a red brick with light-
colored trim, and the pre-fabricated accessory building will feature tan-colored siding with light colored trim, 
and a metal roof and door.  Currently, it will be the only accessory building on the property. 

Section 86-103 gives further standards for accessory buildings in the H-2 Historic District: 

e. Accessory structures. 

1. Historic accessory structures, or outbuildings, shall be maintained in accordance with guidelines for dwellings in the 
district. 

2. New accessory structures (including but not limited to carports, garages, and storage sheds) shall be located behind 
the facade line of the dwelling. 

3. The design, scale, placement, and materials of new structures within public view shall be compatible with those of the 
dwelling. 

Staff response:  The proposed accessory building complies with these standards, being in the rear yard but will 
not be readily within public view (off of North McDonough Street).  It is not feasible to have a pre-fabricated 
accessory building be made of brick.  The accessory building materials are not deemed to be incompatible with 
the main building. 

Also, in Section 86-103, we have the following: 

k. Walks and drives. 

1. Historic walks and drives shall be maintained. 

2. New walks and drives shall use traditional placement and materials that are appropriate to the dwelling and to the 
district. The use of gravel is prohibited. 

3. Parking shall be located to the rear of the dwelling or to the side behind the facade line of the dwelling. 

Staff response:  While the recently refurbished parking area is located in the rear yard, it is composed of gravel.  
The Historic Preservation Commission will need to discuss whether this parking area should now be upgraded 
to concrete or asphalt. 

Regarding the signs, they are proposing to replace the existing ground sign panel along North McDonough 
Street, install a new sign on the front gable of the building, and install a wall sign on the interior of the building. 

1. The wall sign in the interior of the building does not require a permit or review. 
2. The replacement ground sign panels will fill the exact sign framework, which will not change size, 

height, or location.  The sign is proposed to be internally illuminated, which is not allowed in the Historic 
District.  External lighting can be provided to shine at the panel. 

The wall sign is not proposed to be illuminated.  It is made of aluminum with painted letters, and is 
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approximately 48 square feet in area, 4.3% of the front façade of the building.  (Below 10%) It is also below the 
150 square-foot maximum.  It is not considered a roof sign. 

 
 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Permit Application 

• Historic Application 

• Accessory Design 

• Site Pictures 

• Site Plan 

• New Signs 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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Quote# 3012

 

 

 Mar 25, 2021

226

(470) 891-8527

North McDonough Street

Scope of Work
1) Remove current cut vinyl lettering

2) Install new cut lettering

3) LED retrofit

Double Sided 5.a.f
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Quote# 3012

 

 

 Mar 25, 2021

Aluminum Backer
custom aluminum frame
1” thick 3D HDU lettering and logo
Custom painted letters.
Digital printed logos

5.a.f
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Quote# 3012

 

 

 Mar 25, 2021

Flush Mounted 
0.25” thick Acrylic
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

April, 7, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – b 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  April 7, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Mexican Restaurant – 106 South Main Street; Parcel No. 13241D C003; Exterior renovation to existing 
building in Historic District; Certificate of Appropriateness renewal 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-102; Historic District (H-1) 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of renewal of Certificate of Appropriateness 

Per the owner, the exterior design is not changing from what was approved in February 2020. 

From February 2020: 

The former law at 106 South Main Street (Ferguson building) has been undergoing extensive interior renovations for its 
new owner, in order to convert it into a two-story Mexican restaurant with a rooftop bar.  The property is zoned H-1 
(Historic District) and is in the Downtown District on the block known informally as “lawyers’ row.”  While this specific 
building unit in not on the Historic Register, it is a contributing building to the Historic District. 

Proposed changes to front exterior 

- New window and door orientation 
- New awnings 
- New signage on parapet 
- Possible stack stone over existing brick on first floor 
- Iron railing to be kept 
- Portion of rooftop garden staircase enclosure will be visible over parapet 

Proposed changes to rear exterior 

- New window and door orientation 
- Possible brick façade to match front brick 
- New decks for first and second floors 
- Outdoor seating area 

Sec. 86-102. – H-1 Historic District regulations. 

(a) Purpose of district. The purpose of the H-1 historic district is to provide for retail and residential uses that benefit from 
close proximity to each other and that will generate pedestrian activity in the city's traditional downtown core. 
Development and redevelopment in this district are intended to preserve and enhance the historic character of the area 
while promoting the goals of the Livable Centers Initiative Study.  
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(g) Delay in demolition of historic buildings. Following designation of an historic district, no building or structure therein 
shall be demolished or otherwise removed until the owner thereof shall have given the historic preservation commission 
via the director of downtown development's office 120 days' written notice of his proposed action. Upon receiving written 
notice, the city shall erect a sign on the property to indicate that the building or structure is proposed for demolition. 
During such 120-day period the historic preservation commission may negotiate with the owner and with any other 
parties in an effort to find a means of preserving the building. Should the historic preservation commission find that the 
building involved has no particular historic significance or value toward maintaining the character of the district, it may 
waive all or part of such 120-day period and authorize earlier demolition or removal. In making a determination of a 
building's particular historic significance, the historic preservation commission shall refer to the most recent inventory of 
historic buildings kept on file at the office of downtown development.  Not being demolished in whole, just enhanced. 

(h) Permitted uses. The following general use classifications are permitted; refer to section 86-204, Table of uses 
allowed by zoning district, for actual permitted uses:  

(1) Retail uses;  

(2) Commercial services;  

(3) Arts, entertainment and recreation uses;  

(4) Office uses;  

(5) Residential uses. 

Uses similar to the above listed permitted uses, as determined by the city manager, may be permitted unless listed 
elsewhere as a prohibited use. 

(j) Development standards.  

(1) Minimum lot area: None No changes to the property lines. 

(2) Minimum lot width: 20 feet No changes to the property lines. 

(3) Setbacks: 

Front: Minimum and maximum setbacks shall be zero. No addition to the front facade. 

Side: Minimum and maximum setbacks shall be zero, except on corner lots, whereby the setback shall be no less than 
20 feet to accommodate pedestrian amenities. Such amenities are required on corner lots and include decorative 
planters, benches, landscaping, patios, knee walls, or other architectural features that are compatible with the historic 
and pedestrian character of the district. The proposed number, type, and arrangement of amenities shall be reviewed 
and approved by the director of downtown development.  No addition to the side of building. 

Rear: Zero, except when abutting a residential zoning district where there is no intervening right-of-way, the setback is 
20 feet.  There will be a cooler and decking added to the back.  However, the rear does not abut a residential district. 

(4) Maximum height: Three stories or 35 feet.  Existing building conforms.  Two stories, plus a “third story” rooftop bar. 

(5) Minimum height: Two stories. Existing building conforms. 

(6) Minimum floor area: None for non-office uses; minimum floor area for office uses shall be 1,000 square feet. n/a 

(7) Maximum floor area: 3,500 square feet. The existing floor area is 4160, but the footprint will not be added to or 
subtracted from. 

(k) Existing uses. Any use or structure existing at the time of adoption of this ordinance that would no longer be 
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permitted or be in compliance with the current regulations shall be allowed to continue operation as is but shall be 
classified as a non-conforming use and subject to all applicable requirements of article X of this chapter.  n/a 

(l) Design standards. In order to preserve the physical character of existing historic structures in the H-1 historic district, 
every effort shall be made to adapt the property in a manner that complements the historic character of the area when 
making exterior alterations to the existing building, site, or environment.  

(1) Existing structures. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship that characterize a building, 
structure, or site shall be retained.  

a. Storefront design.  

1. Historic details, doors, window configurations and dimensions, and entryways may not be removed or altered. On the 
front, the second-floor quantity and configuration of the door and windows will remain the same.  The first-floor 
configuration of the door will reverse, due to the requirements of the new floor plan. The amount of windows will stay 
mostly the same.  Staff does not believe that the new door configuration will adversely impact the building aesthetic.  On 
the rear of the building, the enhancements will result in a door and window configuration, but, visually, can only be seen 
from Broad Street, which is itself going through an extensive reconfiguration. 

2. The addition of architectural details where none existed before is discouraged.  There are no proposed major 
architectural details on the front, except for stacked stone proposed to cover up the brick on the first-floor façade.  This 
feature is not recommended for approval. 

3. The use of shutters, residential doors, or the replacement of original display windows with smaller-scale window 
components or wall surface is prohibited. While the window configuration will be different on the front and the rear, the 
replacement windows are larger. 

4. Obscuring original transom windows with plywood, paint, or other materials is prohibited. Will not happen. 

5. New windows on side and rear elevations shall be compatible with historic windows in terms of material, size and 
design. No windows present on the sides.  The new rear windows will be compatible with the new modern windows at 
the adjacent Broad Street restaurant. 

6. Storm windows must match the color of the window frame and obscure the window as little as possible. n/a 

7. Infilling or painting windows is prohibited. Will not happen.  

8. Replacing windows with tinted or highly reflective glass is prohibited. All windows must be transparent.  Will not 
happen. 

b. Roof.  

1. The existing pitch and shape of the roof as seen from public view shall be maintained, although changes hidden by 
existing parapets, or changes that would restore the roof to its original design, may be allowed. Will remain the same.  
Rooftop staircase enclosure will be partially visible over parapet in front. 

2. Replacement of existing roofing materials that can be seen from the public view shall be made with the same type of 
roofing materials. Will comply.  Roof needs repair. 

3. Ornamental roof features shall be retained.  No ornamental roof features present. 

c. Building materials.  

1. Historic building materials shall be maintained.  Stacked stone proposed to cover up the brick on the first-floor façade.  
This feature is not recommended for approval. 

2. Unpainted brick facades shall remain unpainted.  Will comply.   
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3. Damaged exterior materials shall be treated with materials that will not cause further deterioration, including the use of 
a historic mortar mix of an appropriate color when repointing brick.  No damage. 

d. Awnings.  

1. Awnings shall match the shape and dimensions of the door opening or window and shall fit the frame of the window or 
doorway without covering architectural details.  Will comply.   

2. Canvas awnings are preferred; Metal, rigid plastic, shingle, and internally lit awnings are generally prohibited.  Will 
confirm new awning material. 

3. The use of a continuous awning across two buildings to join them as one business is prohibited. n/a 

e. Building color.  

1. Color shades and patterns shall complement the color schemes that are found in the district. Reference materials on 
appropriate color palettes will be available for review at the office of downtown development at city hall.   Will comply.  
Recommended that existing brick remain the same color. 

2. The use of neon colors is prohibited.  Will comply.   

f. Lighting. Lighting fixtures and wattage shall be compatible with the historic character of the district. Will comply.   

g. Fences and walls.  

1. Historic fences and retaining walls shall be maintained and not removed.  n/a 

2. New fences and screening walls shall be constructed of traditional materials, typically wood for fencing and brick, 
stone or granite for walls. n/a 

h. Equipment.  

1. Mechanical systems shall be placed behind the building and out of public view; any systems that must be located on 

the roof shall be placed to the rear of the roof.  Will comply.   

2. Utility meters and security lighting shall be placed unobtrusively.  Will comply.   

3. Dumpsters shall be placed to the rear of buildings and shall be screened from public view by fencing or walls utilizing 
traditional materials (see subsection (1)g.2 above. Will comply.   

i. Parking.  

1. Off-street parking areas, not located in a parking deck, shall be placed to the rear of buildings and screened from 
public view by a wall by fencing, or by vegetation comprised of a minimum eight-foot high landscape buffer of trees and 
shrubbery or a minimum four-foot high continuous hedge.  Existing parking spaces for this and adjacent buildings has 
always been in the front.  There will not be room for parking in the rear with the Broad Street renovation. 

2. New surface parking, not located in a parking deck, is encouraged to use concrete or stone pavers; asphalt is also 
permitted in the district.   No new parking proposed. 

(2) Additions. Alterations to existing properties are permitted when such alteration and additions do not destroy 
significant architectural or historical material. The design shall be compatible with the size, scale, color, material and 
character of the property and downtown area. The only addition will be a cooler area at rear of the building, which will 
match the exterior of the rest of the building. 
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a. Additions shall be placed away from public view on the rear elevation for buildings having frontage on Main and 
McDonough Streets, or on a rear or side elevation for all other buildings in the district.  Will comply.   

b. The form, orientation, and symmetry of the original structure shall be maintained. Will comply.   

c. Matching or similar materials, elements (e.g., windows), and ornamentation as those found on the original structure 
shall be used.  Will comply.   

In summary, the renovation to the building, both interior and exterior, even though it will involve some 
reconfiguration of the exterior, will be an enhancement, and not a detriment, to the building and adjacent 
structures in the Downtown District.  Since the original submittal of this design, the concept of modern loft 
apartments over 128 and 136 South Main Street buildings have been approved. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.) 

 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Application 

• Exterior Facades 

• LA COCINA - PROPOSED EXTERIOR MATERIALS 

• Certificate of Appropriateness - 106 South Main Street Restaurant 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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Metal roof

Wood trim around 
existing columns

Wood trim around 
existing columns

New awning

Metal roof

wood exterior siding

wood sign

11 Front
Elevation
         1/8"=1'-0"

22 Front Elevation Details
         1/8"=1'-0"

33 Rear Elevation
         1/8"=1'-0" 44 Rear Elevation Details

         1/8"=1'-0"

Roll-up garage door

Stain Wood 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
City of  Jonesboro 

Histor ic Preservat ion Commiss ion  
 

 

 

TH IS  DOCUMENT  TO BE  POSTED  AT  ALL  T IMES  

 
T h e  C i t y  o f  J o n e s b o r o  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  i n  c o n f o r m i n g  w i t h  S e c .  4 2 - 2 8  o f  t h e  C o d e  

o f  O r d i n a n c e s  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  J o n e s b o r o ,  h e r e b y  g r a n t s  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  w o r k  t o  b e  p e r f o r m e d  o n  

t h e  p r e m i s e s  l i s t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  o u t l i n e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n .   

 

 

PREMISES:  Restaurant    OWNER:  Carlos Eduardo Soler 

 

ADDRESS: 106 South Main Street  TYPE:  Exterior Renovations in Historic District 
 

     HISTORIC PRESERVATION MEETING DATE: FEBRUARY 17, 2020 

Work Approved: 
 Exterior renovations for proposed restaurant per elevations provided by Innova Construction dated 2/14/2020; Front brick shall 

remain unpainted if cohesion of all material styles can be achieved; Wood allowed on front exterior first floor and trim on second floor; 

Rear and side exteriors to be painted dark grey; Exterior siding shall remain majority brick; Use only metal awnings; Retain existing front 

railing; All new wood features shall be real wood and stained; Use gooseneck exterior lighting; Signage shall conform to Sign Ordinance. 

 

Under penalty of law, I, the undersigned, assure that the work to be performed will be executed as specified 

under the terms of this Certificate. If it is determined that changes are necessary, I will apply for those 

modifications prior to the commencement of any work on those changes.  

 

Signed: __________________________  Approved: _______________________    Approved: _________________________ 
                                                        Applicant                     Chairman, Betsy Wester                      Zoning Administrator, David D. Allen  

                        Historic Preservation Commission                                                       City of Jonesboro              

Note: An additional permit may still be required. All work shall be in compliance with all Building Codes and 

Zoning Regulations. This Certificate shall become void unless construction is commenced within six months of the 

date of issuance.          

124 North Avenue 

Jonesboro, Georgia 30236 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

April, 7, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – c 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  April 7, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Pregnancy Care Center – 158 South Main Street; Parcel No. 13241D E007; Replacement sign panel 
for office in Historic District 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards’ Sec. 86-495 Historic District Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of replacement sign panels; The Pregnancy Care Center has been at 158 
South Main Street for many years.  Recently, they applied for a sign permit at the property, requiring Design Review 
Commission and Historic Preservation Commission review.  They intend to keep the existing posts in the same location 
and just update the panels with a fresher look. 

The new sign panel is a double-sided panel, 32 square feet each side, mounted between the two existing 
wooden posts.  The sign is right at 6 feet tall, and about 30 feet from the front of the building and an unknown 
distance from the right-of-way.  No electronics or internal illumination are proposed.  A ground level spotlight 
already illuminates the sign panel externally. 

Sec. 86-489. - General regulations. 

(a) Messages. Any sign allowed under this article may contain any message, except those displaying any 
statement, word, character or illustration of an obscene nature. 

(b) Non-residential zoning districts. In non-residential zoning districts signs shall be permitted in the following 
combination of wall and ground signs subject to the provisions hereinafter stated: 

(1) Lot with one building, which building is currently occupied pursuant to a current and valid certificate of 
occupancy issued by the city. 

a. Combination of one wall sign and one ground sign, subject to the respective size limitations in section 
86-490. In addition to section 86-490, each wall sign shall not exceed 7.5 percent of the exterior building 
facade, without an approved variance 

Single building on multiple frontage lots are allowed a total of ten percent of the exterior building facade for wall signs, 

and may have one additional wall sign, and one additional ground sign (subject to the size limitations in section 86-490). 

When calculating their allowed square footage, buildings on multiple frontage lots shall base their calculations on the 

facade with the primary entrance and/or architectural features of the building. Otherwise, the facade used shall be that 

facade which faces the public road of the greatest capacity. The classification of streets in the thoroughfare plan shall be 

the basis for determining street capacity. 

Sec. 86-490. - Regulated signs. 
 

(a) Ground signs, which are permanent, shall be permitted in non-residential zoning districts. No ground sign shall 
have a height greater than six feet above normal grade, or a sign face area greater than 35 square feet (each 
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side) for lots with a single building and 45 square feet (each side) for planned centers. No portion of a ground 
sign shall not be located within ten feet of a street right-of-way or within 50 feet of any other permanent sign, 
major structure or building. Changeable copy shall not exceed 33 percent of the area of the sign face. Ground 
signs are allowed only on lots upon which there is a building which is currently occupied pursuant to a current 
and valid certificate of occupancy issued by the city or which is currently being developed under an active 
building permit issued by the city. 

The proposed sign complies with the panel size and height requirements.  It is closer to the building than 50 
feet (30 feet), and likely closer to the right-of-way line than 10 feet.  However, as long as the posts remain in the 
same place and only the panels are replaced, the sign location is grandfathered.  (The original sign design and 
location were approved by the City in 2014.) 

Sec. 86-495. - Historic districts. 

The purpose of this section is to ensure that signage in the historic district is harmonious in proportion, form, color, and 
materials to the character of said district. Visual relatedness is crucial to the goal of an integrated historic district, and 
signs play a key role in helping to preserve the historical district's sense of time and place, and to achieve the desired 
effect of charm and compatibility. No sign shall be erected, altered, restored or moved within the historic district until an 
application for a certificate of appropriateness as to exterior architectural features and signage has been reviewed and 
approved by the historic preservation commission and the design review commission. All proposed changes requiring a 
certificate of appropriateness shall comply with the applicable design standards in the 2005 zoning ordinance. 

(1) Applicability. This section shall apply only to those structures and uses within the geographical boundaries of the 
historic districts, the H-1 and H-2 zoning districts. 

(2) Compatibility. As to signs, buildings, structures, and uses within the historic districts, when a provision of this 
section conflicts with any section in the balance of this article, the provision of this section shall control. 
Otherwise, to the extent reasonably possible, the provisions of this section shall be interpreted consistent with 
the provisions of the balance of this article. 

(3) Signage standards. 

a. General. Signage shall complement the architectural details of the building and shall not violate or otherwise 
obscure the architecture of the building to which it is attached. Signs, lettering, or boxed graphics shall not 
cut across columns, cornices, windowsills, arches or balconies, nor extend above the roofline (except for 
parapets and mansards) of any building to which it is attached. 

a. Lettering, size, and content. Letters can be painted or mounted directly on a signboard, storefront, wall or window, if in proportion to 
the storefront. Lots in the H-1 and H-2 historic districts are allowed the same amount of signage as lots outside of the H-1 and H-2 
historic districts. In the H-1 and H-2 historic districts, canopy signs and hanging or suspended signs may be utilized. Provided, 
however, in no case may the total signage area exceed ten percent of the building face to which the sign is attached. Acceptable 
lettering materials include wood, stone, synthetic stone, metal, and acrylic. The overall design of all signage shall be compatible with 
the turn-of-the-century theme of the historic district. 

b. Materials. Signs may be constructed of concrete, brick, wood, stone, metal, glass, or synthetic materials that have the same 
appearance of the aforementioned natural materials due to their finish. All materials shall be compatible with the building's 
architecture and should be colorfast and resistant to corrosion. Signs shall be professionally finished in accordance with the material 
selected, whether by sanding, painting, staining and/or sealing, with the edges of the sign framed out and/or sealed. 

c. Lighting. All signs in the historic district, whether ground signs or wall signs, shall only be illuminated by an external light source, and 
through craftsmanship and materials, shall reflect the design aesthetics of the historic district. 

d. Colors. The historic preservation commission and the design review commission shall consider the context of the surrounding area 
when reviewing the color of a proposed sign in the historic districts; however, the colors and logos of nationally and regionally 
recognized businesses shall not be prohibited. 

e. Awning and canopy signs. Awnings or canopies over doors, entrances, windows or outside service areas are permitted in the H-1 
historic district. Professionally applied forms, graphics, symbols, lettering, or other visual presentation may be incorporated into the 
awning or canopy valance/drop flap but are restricted to 20 percent of the awning field. Size of the signage shall be computed as for 
a wall sign. Signage pursuant to this subsection shall be included within the overall amount of signage allowed under section 86-
489. Awnings or canopies shall clear sidewalks by seven feet in height, and project no more than six feet from the building. Canvas 
or synthetic look-alike canvas are the only materials permitted for awnings and canopies. Metal or vinyl may be approved for 
awnings or canopies if the overall design is consistent with the H-1 historic district's turn-of-the-century theme. Awnings or canopies 
may not be backlit. Metal awnings and canopies are preferred. 

f. Hanging or suspended signs. Hanging, suspended, or projecting signs are permitted and shall clear sidewalks by seven feet in 
height, and project or drop no more than 36 inches from the building. Hanging or suspended signs should project or drop from a wall 
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or roof at a 90-degree angle. Hanging or suspending signs over driveways, alleys, or parking areas is prohibited. Hanging, 
suspended, or projecting signs shall be limited to a maximum size of six square feet, and if double sided, shall be calculated as only 
one sign. One hanging, suspended, or projecting sign per business is permitted, and shall be calculated as part of the total signage 
area allowed under section 86-489. Attractive hardware for hanging is encouraged. 

g. Window signs. Interior window signs shall not exceed 25 percent of the total window area exposed to public view. Window signs 
shall not be included within the overall amount of signage allowed under section 86-489. 

h. Special events. Additional signage is permitted in the historic district under section 86-494, provided that all such additional signage 
conforms to the aesthetic standards of the historic district. 

i. Ground signs. Ground signs may hang or suspend from a horizontal support that is affixed to the ground by vertical post. 
j. A-frame signs. A-frame or "sandwich" signs are allowed at the rate of one per business or parcel. A-frame signs shall not obstruct 

pedestrian or vehicular routes. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.) 

 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Permit Application 

• Historic Application 

• Property Info 

• New Sign 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

April, 7, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – d 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  April 7, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for J & K Atlanta Partnership – 8274 Tara Boulevard; Parcel No. 13239D A002; Sign panel for new 
commercial business. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of sign color scheme and size; Recently, J & K Atlanta Partnership was 
approved for a business license to operate a tax / financial office at 8274 Tara Boulevard.  A new sign panel was 
observed in the existing cabinet above the business entrance (Suite D), but no permit had been applied for.  When Code 
Enforcement notified them, they took the sign down, and I scheduled the sign design for the April Design Review 
Commission to not hold things up, even though they have not supplied me with a scaled drawing. 

The wall sign replacement panel will not exceed the existing cabinet on the parapet, which is below the maximum 150 
square feet allowed in Code Section 86-490(b), and below the 7.5% of the total business façade allowed in Code 
Section 86-489(c)(3).  The panel will be made of acrylic and will not be internally illuminated.  The red, black, and white 
color scheme will not be incompatible with adjacent businesses. 

The only issue that staff has with the sign design is that the signage and window sticker say “Safeguard 
Financial” while the actual business license currently is under “J & K Atlanta Partnership”.  The City requires 
that the sign name and the business license name be the same.  This needs to be reconciled one way or the 
other before the actual sign permit is issued. 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Zoning 

• Sign Location 

• Logo and Color Scheme 

• Acceptance Letter 
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Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval, with Condition 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

April, 7, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – e 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  April 7, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Residence – 145 College Street; Parcel No. 13241C D011; Replacement accessory building in Historic 
Residential Overlay 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-270 Accessory Building Standards; Sec. 86-111 Historic Residential Overlay 

Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of Certificate of Appropriateness application, with listed conditions; The 
Rainers have lived at 145 College Street for a long time.  The house on the property is historic, as were the accessory 
buildings in the rear before they were destroyed by a storm last year.  Recently, the Rainers applied for a permit and a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for a replacement 12-foot by 30-foot (360 square feet) accessory building in the rear yard 
of the home. The new, prefabricated building will function as a storage space and a workshop and will not be a living 
quarters.  The property is 1.115 acres and is zoned R-2 residential, but lies within the Historic Residential Overlay, which 
requires a Certificate of Appropriateness for new structures, per Sec. 86-111 (e). 

Section 86-270 gives standards for accessory buildings in the City: 

No accessory building shall exceed the height of the principal dwelling in any residential district, nor shall the combined 
total area of all accessory buildings on a lot exceed the larger of 800 square feet in area or 25 percent of the floor area of 
the principal dwelling. Calculation of floor area shall not include basement areas. All accessory buildings shall be set 
back a minimum of 100 percent of the front yard setback for the district; however no accessory building other than a 
detached garage may be located between the principal dwelling and the public right-of-way. A minimum side yard and 
rear yard setback of five feet shall apply to accessory building located a distance greater than 20 feet from the principal 
dwelling; otherwise the building setbacks for the principal dwelling shall apply to the accessory building. 

All accessory structures established on the street side of a corner lot and located a distance equal to or less than the 
dimension of the required side yard for principal dwellings in the zoning district in which the lot is situated shall be 
screened through the installation of landscaping or stockade-type fence. Such screening shall comply with provisions of 
article XV of this chapter. 

The exterior finishes and color of all accessory structures shall be identical to the exterior finish and color of the principal 
dwelling on which the accessory structures are located. For brick construction, only the characteristics of the trim work 
shall apply to the accessory buildings. 

No accessory structure shall be located upon a lot until construction of the principal building has been completed and a 
certificate of occupancy has been issued. 

No plumbing beyond a wash sink shall be permitted in an accessory structure. 
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The number of individual structures accessory to a residential use shall be controlled by the following schedule: 

Lot Size Number of Structures 

Up to 1 acre 1 

Above 1 acre 2 

NOTE: This schedule provides for the indicated number of structures and one detached garage. 

Staff response:  The proposed building is 360 square-feet, well below the 800 square-foot maximum, and  a 
reduction of the accessory building square footage on the property before.  It will be fully behind the front 
setback line of the house and at least 5 feet off of the side property line and 20 feet from the back of the house.  
At the most, it will have a sink.  This will be the only accessory structure on the property now, but the property 
is over 1 acre, so it could accommodate another structure, per Code, in the future. 

Section 86-111 gives further standards for accessory buildings in the Historic Residential Overlay: 

e. Accessory structures.  

1. Historic accessory structures, or outbuildings, shall be maintained in accordance with guidelines for dwellings in the 
overlay.  

2. New accessory structures, including, but not limited to carports, garages and storage sheds, shall be located behind 
the facade line of the dwelling.  

3. The design, scale, placement and materials of new accessory structures within public view shall be compatible with 
those of the principal dwelling. 

Staff response:  The proposed accessory building complies with these standards, being in the rear yard but will 
not be readily within public view, being in the back yard and largely obscured in the side yard by trees, 
landscaping, and the house itself.  Though the accessory building will have a more modern look, with wood 
siding and a metal roof it can still be complimentary to the house with foundation landscaping, etc.  Again, it 
will not be readily visible from the street.  Also, the color of the siding (grey / brown) and the roof (red) can be 
altered.  However, the new building cannot be used as a living quarters as the previous buildings were, as the 
destruction of the previous buildings has negated their grandfathering. 
Approval, with the following conditions: 
 

1. The location of the structure must be field verified, to conform to the minimum setbacks of 5 feet from 
property lines and 20 feet from the house. 

2. The building may not be used as a temporary or permanent living quarters. 

 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Historic Application 
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• Ex. Building Pictures 

• Storm Damage 

• Storm Clearing 

• Street Views 

• Site Plan 

• New Building Design 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval, with Conditions 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

April, 7, 2021 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – f 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  April 7, 2021 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Jamrock South – 265 Jonesboro Road; Parcel No. 12048A D001; Replacement sign panel for existing 
restaurant 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of replacement sign panel; Recently, the applicant and restaurant owner 
applied for a sign permit for the Jamrock South restaurant, which has been in business at 265 Jonesboro Road for 
several years.  There is a pre-existing road sign there approved by City permit in 2016.  The applicant seeks to replace 
the two 36 square foot panels in the road sign with a single 72 square foot panel.  The height and location of the sign 
frame will remain the same.  The property is zoned C-2 Highway Commercial and is not in any Overlay or Historic 
District. 

The replacement sign panel will be 6 feet 12 6 feet (72 square feet) on each side, which is above the maximum 35 
square feet (per side) allowed in Code Section 86-490(a).  However, the sign permit approved in 2016 allowed for two 36 
square foot panels, which is the same area as proposed with the new 72 square foot panel.  Therefore, there is no 
increase in area over what is out there now.  The Commission needs to discuss whether a 72 square foot panel, with the 
same size as what it is replacing, is grandfathered or requires a variance.  The approval recommendation will depend on 
this decision. 

 
The new sign will be yellow, green, and black, which is similar in color scheme to what is out there now and will not 

conflict with adjacent businesses.  It will be an acrylic panel and will not be internally illuminated.  The new sign panel will 

be an improvement over the existing one, getting rid of the changeable copy. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Sign Application 

• Revised Design 

• Acceptance Letter 
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Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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