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Jonesboro Historic Preservation Commission 

124 NORTH AVENUE 

April 18, 2022 – 5:30 PM 

 

Agenda 
 
NOTE: As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Jonesboro will assist 
citizens with special needs given proper notice to participate in any open meetings of the City of 
Jonesboro. Please contact the City Clerk’s Office via telephone (770-478-3800) or email at 
rclark@jonesboroga.com should you need assistance.  
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER – Chairperson Betsy Wester 

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

IV.  OLD BUSINESS - NONE 

1. Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for a residence at 207 West 
Mill Street; Parcel No. 13241C B003; Revised design for new residence in Historic Residential Overlay. 

 

V.  NEW BUSINESS - ACTION ITEMS 

1. Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for Jonesboro Biblical 
Counseling Center – 151 West Mill Street; Parcel No. 13241D A007; New signage for commercial building 
in Historic Residential Overlay. 

 

2. Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for a residence at 212 
South Main Street; Parcel No. 05241B A006; Minor renovations to residential property in Historic District. 

 

3. Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for potential residences 
along South Avenue; Parcel Nos. 05241B A013 and 05241B A014; New house designs in Historic District. 

 

mailto:rclark@jonesboroga.com
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4. Historic Preservation Commission to discuss designation of a property not already within the Historic 
District or Historic Residential Overlay as a Historic Property; 155 Smith Street, Parcel No. 13241A B009; 
Former Rosenwald School on Clayton County property. 

 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT 

VII.  ACTION ITEMS 

 



 

FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

April, 18, 2022 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 1 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  April 18, 2022 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for a residence at 207 West Mill Street; 
Parcel No. 13241C B003; Revised design for new residence in Historic Residential Overlay. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Section 86-111. Historic Residential Overlay Standards; Sec. 86-97. R-2 Single Family Residential 

Regulations. 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Denial of house exterior design; The original house was demolished in 2019.  The new 
owner would now like to put up a replacement home.   

207 W. mill St is a 2-story building with an open space living room and double high. 3 Bedrooms and 2,5 Restrooms. Old 
Classic style Finishing in Board and Batten. 

The property is in the Historic Residential Overlay, subject to the requirements of Sec. 86-111. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of the historic residential overlay is to protect and enhance the character of the city's 
historic neighborhoods by establishing architectural standards for regulation of exterior rehabilitation and new 
construction. The City of Jonesboro is committed to preserving its historic structures and the special character of 
the historic neighborhoods. These neighborhoods reflect a variety of architectural styles that have contributed to 
the city's historic built environment.  The exterior design does not have enough architectural variety to 
achieve what the City desires in future housing stock in the Historic District and elsewhere. 

Historic Residential Overlay standards: 
 
(2) New construction. New buildings shall be compatible with surrounding historic structures and shall contribute to the 
character to the area. Prevalent architectural styles in the overlay shall guide new development. (See article VII, 
Architectural style and scale for guidance on specific historic styles and building materials traditionally found in 
Jonesboro.)  
a. Scale and form.  
1. New buildings shall be compatible with the existing scale, form and placement of nearby historic homes in terms of 
foundation and story heights, roof height, shape and pitch, number of stories, width, depth and building setback.    
2. The maximum heated floor area of infill development shall not exceed 150 percent of the average heated floor area of 
single-family detached dwellings located on the same street for a distance of 600 feet in either direction. Total square 
footage (both stories) will be 2667 square feet. 
3. The maximum building height for infill development shall be determined by the maximum building height of single 
family detached dwellings located on the same street for a distance of 600 feet in either direction.  The proposed house 
is two-story on a street with one-story houses. 
 
b. Materials and color.  
1. The predominant exterior siding material, or a modern material that creates a similar texture or appearance, shall be 
used.  Wood siding proposed. 
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2. The use of brick is encouraged for chimneys. No chimney proposed. 
3. Prohibited exterior materials include synthetic materials with a false wood grain, vinyl siding, brick veneer, concrete 
block, and the use of materials that do not complement the architectural or historic style of the structure.  
4. Brick and paint colors shall be compatible with the style of the structure and with surrounding historic structures.   
5. Neon colors are prohibited.  Not used 
6. Primary colors may be acceptable for trim or accents pending review and approval by the director of downtown 
development. 
 
c. Doors and windows.  
1. Window and door placement, shape, and dimensions shall be compatible with the pattern on nearby historic 
structures.   
2. Blank wall facades are discouraged. Not enough variety in façade. 
 
 
Sec. 86-97. - R-2 single family residential district regulations. 

(a) Purpose. The R-2 single family residential district is established to provide for single family detached dwellings 
on individual lots having a minimum area of one-half acre. The district is intended to create and preserve a 
neighborhood setting free of non-residential uses as well as higher density residential uses. Public and 
institutional uses traditionally found in low density neighborhoods are compatible with the R-2 district. Such 
development is typically served by a network of local streets to minimize traffic impacts on the neighborhood. 

(b) Development standards. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, uses permitted in the R-2 district shall 
conform to the following development standards: 
(1) Minimum lot area: 21,780 square feet (½-acre) 
(2) Minimum lot width: 100 feet 1 
(3) Minimum front yard: 35 feet 2 
(4) Minimum side yard: 15 feet 3 
(5) Minimum rear yard: 35 feet 
(6) Minimum floor area per dwelling unit: 1,600 square feet 
(7) Maximum building height: Two stories and 35 feet 
(8) Maximum lot coverage: 35 percent 

 
The current exterior design does not have enough structural and material variation to contribute to the 
character of the area. 
 
There is no current provision for a garage, so at minimum a paved driveway must be provided. 
 
Design Review Commission recommendation, 3.2.22:  Denial of the current exterior design of your house, citing 
no lighting or landscaping provided, and, more importantly, a lack of architectural variation.  Suggestions 
included a gable, bands around windows, some shutters, sloped porch roof, and railing for front porch. 
 
On March 15th, the applicant provided a revised design based on the Design Review Commission comments, 
but it has not been formally reviewed by that Board.  While the revised design does provide more variation, 
particularly on the front, the shutters and front door are more of a “country cottage” feel than the surrounding 
houses.  Also, the front porch is very small. 
 
Historic Preservation Commission recommendation, 3.21.22:  Tabled for Design Review to look at revised 
design on April 6th. 
 
Design Review Commission recommendation, 4.6.22:  Denial of revised design; Further recommendations 
include providing official color names, providing an actual landscape plan (including foundation), make the 
front porch at least 8 feet deep (from front door), provide millwork around windows instead of shutters, provide 
a metal roof over porch for more variation, and provide more color balance for exterior.  Also, it is somewhat 
confusing to have vertical siding on one part of the house and horizontal siding on another part.  Perhaps a 
shake shingle design would be better than the horizontal siding (especially above the porch roof). 

 
 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

Private owner 
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Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Property Picture 

• DESIGN CORRECTIONS 

• Acceptance Letter 4.18.22 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Denial 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

April, 18, 2022 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 1 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  April 18, 2022 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for Jonesboro Biblical Counseling Center – 
151 West Mill Street; Parcel No. 13241D A007; New signage for commercial building in Historic Residential Overlay. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of wall sign, ground sign needs revision; 151 West Mill Street by the First 
Baptist Church Jonesboro for a number of years.  The property is zoned C-1 Neighborhood Commercial and is in the 
Historic Residential Overlay.  Recently, they applied for new sign permits at the property, requiring Design Review 
Commission and Historic Preservation Commission review.  The building will apparently be used as a counseling center.  
While there are sign standards for the Historic District, there are none listed for the Historic Residential Overlay.  
Therefore, the standards of Sections 86-489 and 86-490 shall prevail. 

The new ground sign is a double-sided aluminum panel, only 8 square feet each side, mounted between two 
wood posts.  The sign is 4.5 feet tall.  Therefore, the panel size and height maximums are not exceeded.  No 
electronics, changeable copy or internal illumination are proposed.  The sign appears to be the only ground 
sign on the property.  Per Code, edge of the sign will need to be at least 10 feet from the right-of-way line (could 
be lined up with new sign at 137 West Mill Street). However, the sign will be closer than 50 feet away from the 
building.  Given the small size of the sign, staff does not view that as a problem. 

 
The new wall sign is a one-sided aluminum panel, 16 square feet in area, and approximately 4.3% of the 

southern building façade, below the 10% maximum.  No electronics, changeable copy or internal illumination 

are proposed.   

Design Review Commission recommendation, 4.6.22:  Recommending revisions to design - ground sign, 
provide landscaping plan for base, provide solar lighting for ground sign at base, the font is too light and too 
small to be read (phone number), provide vinyl posts instead of wood posts, show site plan showing it at least 
10 feet from right-of-way.  Is this color scheme approved by the church? 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

Private owner 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 
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• Ground Sign App 

• Ground Sign 

• Wall Sign App 

• Wall Sign 

• Property Pictures 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Denial 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

April, 18, 2022 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 2 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  April 18, 2022 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for a residence at 212 South Main Street; 
Parcel No. 05241B A006; Minor renovations to residential property in Historic District. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-103 – H2 Historic District Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of alterations, with condition; For some time, the property owner has been 
renovating the house on the property.  The property is zoned H-2 Historic District.  Per the application, the owner would 
like to cover existing concrete blocks on the southwest corner of the house with stucco to improve the appearance.  He 
would also like to repair and replace the metal roof that is sagging on the existing accessory building in the rear yard. 

(l) Design standards. In order to preserve the physical character of existing historic structures in the H-2 historic district, 
every effort shall be made to adapt the property in a manner that complements the historic character of the area when 
making exterior alterations to the existing building, site, or environment. New construction shall also be appropriate for 
the district in design, placement, and scale. 

(1) Rehabilitation. Maintaining the existing historic design, materials, and details of structures in the H-2 district is 
encouraged. Rehabilitative efforts shall include the use of materials that are compatible with the architectural style of the 
historic building (see article VII, Architectural style and scale, for guidance on specific historic styles and building 
materials traditionally found in Jonesboro.) 

b. Building materials. 

1.Historic building materials shall be maintained. 

2.Unpainted brick facades shall remain unpainted. 

3.Damaged exterior materials shall be treated with materials that will not cause further deterioration, including the use of 
a historic mortar mix of an appropriate color when repointing brick. 
4.Proper maintenance of all building materials shall adhere to the secretary of interior's standards for rehabilitation and 

other resources on file with the office of downtown development. 

d. Foundations. 
1.The original design and materials of the foundation, open pier foundation and the porch pier foundation shall be 
maintained. 
2. Unpainted historic masonry foundations shall not be painted. 
3. Concrete block shall not be used as a foundation material.  Discouraged as a material. 
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e. Materials. 
1. New buildings fronting Main and McDonough Streets are required to use brick. New buildings elsewhere in the district 
are required to use brick as the predominant exterior material, with stone and stucco allowed to a lesser degree and 
upon approval by the historic preservation commission. Synthetic stucco, variegated brick, and concrete block are 
prohibited throughout the district. Stucco acceptable material. 
 
2. Ornamentation shall be compatible with nearby historic buildings and shall not be used to a greater extent than nearby 
historic buildings. 
 
 
Sec. 86-227. - Building exterior. 
All residential and commercial construction shall be brick, concrete stucco, stone, cementitious siding, wood or similar, 
durable architectural materials. Vinyl siding may be permitted in residential applications, only, provided the grade of vinyl 
meets or exceeds the Standard Specification for Rigid PVC Siding (ASTM D-3679). All manufacturers' recommendations 
concerning vinyl siding installation must be closely followed.  Stucco acceptable material. 
 
Vinyl siding is prohibited in the H-1 and H-2 historic districts and the historic overlay. Owners of structures within these 
districts or the overlay having vinyl siding are not required to replace such siding; however, renovation of or addition to 
any structure having a construction cost exceeding 50 percent of the assessed market value shall comply with this 
section. That is, the use of vinyl on the structure being renovated or the addition shall be prohibited. 
 
Synthetic stucco may also be permitted, provided the materials and installation fully comply with the standards of this 
section. "Super" brick, split-faced block, concrete masonry units, cinder blocks and textured block are prohibited with the 
exception of use in foundation construction. Materials found to be other than durable construction products are 
specifically prohibited. 
 
 

(1) Rehabilitation. Maintaining the existing historic design, materials, and details of structures in the H-2 district is 
encouraged. Rehabilitative efforts shall include the use of materials that are compatible with the architectural 
style of the historic building (see article VII, Architectural style and scale, for guidance on specific historic styles 
and building materials traditionally found in Jonesboro.) 
a. Roofs. 

1. The existing pitch and shape of the roof shall be maintained. 
2. The shape, style, and placement of historic dormers shall be maintained. 
3. The addition of dormers to the front facade where none previously existed is prohibited. 
4. Existing roof materials shall be replaced with the same type of historic material or with that which closely 

resembles the existing material. 
5. Decorative brackets, cornices, and eaves shall be maintained. 
6. Historic chimneys shall be maintained. 
7. New chimneys shall use traditional design and materials, and their placement shall be appropriate for 

the architectural style of the structure. 
 
Replacement roof material for roof shed needs to be metal. 
 
 
Design Review recommendation, 4.6.22:  Approval of stucco on corner of house over concrete and replacement 
of whole roof with similar metal. 
 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

Private owner 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Hist. App. 

• Property Pictures 
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• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval with Condition 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

April, 18, 2022 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 3 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  April 18, 2022 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for potential residences along South 
Avenue; Parcel Nos. 05241B A013 and 05241B A014; New house designs in Historic District. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Section 86-103. H-2 Historic District Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of house exterior design materials only; The applicant subdivided off two 
vacant lots from the parent tract (with his house) a couple of years ago.  All three tracts are zoned H-2 Historic District.  
He is requesting input on a house design he is considering for one of the vacant lots. 

The proposed house design is actually two two-story cottages attached, with rear garages.  They are predominantly 
white, with vertical siding, stone accents, and a stone chimney.  There are small front and rear porches.   

Zoning requirements notwithstanding, the Design Review Commission and Historic Preservation Commission are asked 
to review the appropriateness of the proposed exterior materials.   

(2) New construction. New buildings shall be compatible with surrounding historic structures and shall contribute to the 
character to the area. Prevalent architectural styles in the district shall guide new development. (See article VII, 
Architectural style and scale, for guidance on specific historic styles and building materials traditionally found in 
Jonesboro.) 

a. Scale and form. 

1. New buildings shall be compatible with the existing scale and form of nearby historic homes in terms of foundation 
and story heights, roof height, shape and pitch, number of stories, width, and depth.  This is proposed to be a two-
story structure, whereas adjacent houses on South Avenue are mostly one-story.  Roof pitch would be mostly 
the same. 
2. The maximum heated floor area of infill development shall not exceed 150 percent of the average heated floor area of 

single family detached dwellings located on the same street for a distance of 600 feet in either direction. If allowed, total 

heated square feet for the attached cottages would be 3038 square feet (heated).  The closest houses on South 

Avenue are 1591, 2196, 1428, 1863, 1566, 2640, 2111, and 1160 square feet respectively, for an average of 1820 

square feet.  Thus, the proposed house would be 166% of the average existing house size and would need to be 

reduced somewhat in size. 

3. The maximum building height for infill development shall be determined by the maximum building height of single 
family detached dwellings located on the same street for a distance of 600 feet in either direction.  This is proposed to 
be a two-story structure, whereas adjacent houses on South Avenue are mostly one-story.   
 
b. Materials and color. 
1. The predominant exterior siding material or a modern material that creates a similar texture or appearance shall be 
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used.  Several adjacent houses have wood siding.  One has brick. 
2. The use of brick is encouraged for chimneys.  Stone is proposed. 
3. Prohibited exterior materials include synthetic materials with a false wood grain, vinyl siding, brick veneer, concrete 
block, and the use of materials that do not complement the architectural or historic style of the structure.  The siding 
would need to be either wood or Hardiplank, not vinyl. 
4. Brick and paint colors shall be compatible with the style of the structure and with surrounding historic structures. No 
surrounding “historic” structures. 
5. Neon colors are prohibited.  Not used. 
6. Primary colors may be acceptable for trim or accents pending review and approval by the director of downtown 
development.  So noted. 
 
c. Doors and windows. 
1. Window and door placement, shape, and dimensions shall be compatible with the pattern on nearby historic 
structures. 
There are no real “historic structures” nearby.   
2. Blank wall facades are discouraged. The design has a good distribution of windows. 
 
 
Overall, the exterior design is pleasing and would not be wholly incompatible with the surrounding 
neighborhood on South Avenue.  Items of concern: 
 

1. Duplex units are no longer allowed in the Historic District. 
2. The house size is too large.  (Making these single-family instead of duplexes would solve this.) 
3. The design is two-story, where most adjacent houses are one-story. 

 
 
Design Review Commission recommendation, 4.6.22:  Approval of exterior design and materials, pending 
Zoning Appeal approval for use of duplexes. 
 
Further comments:   Is there enough room for parking in the back? 
   No garage 
 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.) 

Private owner 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Hist. Application 

• Adjacent Architecture 

• Plat 

• New Elevation 

• Floor Plan 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval of Exterior Materials, with Conditions 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

April, 18, 2022 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 4 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  April 18, 2022 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Historic Preservation Commission to discuss designation of a property not already within the Historic District or Historic 
Residential Overlay as a Historic Property; 155 Smith Street, Parcel No. 13241A B009; Former Rosenwald School on 
Clayton County property. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Sec. 42-29 Designation of Historic Properties 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Economic Development, Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood 

and Business Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Recently, Clayton County and the City of Jonesboro expressed interest in designating the former Rosenwald School 
building and property (white and brown building beside the brick Board of Education building) as a local historic property, 
in order to ensure its preservation and guide its future renovation.  The building is on the same property as the BOE 
building at 157 Smith Street and has been owned by Clayton County for many years.  The building has undergone a 
series of interior and exterior renovations through the years, but the basic “building blocks” of the school still remain.  
The property is currently zoned R-4 Single Family and lies outside of the City’s established Historic District and Historic 
Residential Overlay.  It has been confirmed with the State and the City Code that the City of Jonesboro has local 
authority, through its Historic Preservation Commission, to designate additional properties as historic, whether they lie 
within the Historic District boundaries or not. 

Sec. 42-29. - Recommendation and designation of historic districts and properties. 

(a) Preliminary research by the commission. 

(1) Commission's mandate to conduct a survey of local historical resources. The commission shall compile and 
collect information and conduct surveys of historic resources within the city. 

(2) Commission's power to recommend districts and buildings to the city council for designation. The 
commission shall present to the city council recommendations for historic districts and properties. 

(3) Commission's documentation of proposed designation. Prior to the commission's recommendation of a 
historic district or historic property to the city council for designation, the commission shall prepare a report 
for nomination consisting of: 
a. A physical description; 
b. A statement of the historical, cultural, architectural and/or aesthetic significance; 
c. A map showing district boundaries and classification (i.e., contributing, noncontributing) of individual 

properties therein, or showing boundaries of individual historic properties; and 
d. Representative photographs. 

 
The Commission will discuss the request on April 18th, have a formal recommendation on May 16th, and 
forward to the City Council in June.   
 

(c) Designation of a historic property. 
(1) Criteria for selection of historic properties. A historic property is a building, structure, site, or object; including 

the adjacent area necessary for the proper appreciation or use thereof, deemed worthy of preservation by 
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reason of value to the nation, county or the city, or the State of Georgia for one of the following reasons: 
a. It is an outstanding example of a structure representative of its era; 
b. It is one of the few remaining examples of a past architectural style; 
c. It is a place or structure associated with an event or persons of historic or cultural significance to county, 

city, State of Georgia, or the region; or 
d. It is the site of natural or aesthetic interest that is continuing to contribute to the cultural or historical 

development and heritage of the municipality, county, or region. 
 
Although the building is not a distinct architectural style, it is definitely of significant historic or cultural 
significance to the City, the County, and really the entire State, in terms of African American history and culture.  
There were only about 242 of these schools built in Georgia, and probably less than 50 remain.  Jonesboro is 
privileged to have one of these structures still standing within its borders. 
 

(d) Requirements for adopting an ordinance for the designation of historic districts and historic properties. 
(1) Application for designation of historic districts of property. Designations may be proposed by the city council, 

the commission, or: 
a. For historic districts, a historical society, neighborhood association or group of property owners may 

apply to the commission for designation; 
b. For historic properties, a historical society, neighborhood association or property owner may apply to the 

commission for designation.  Clayton County 
(2) Required components of a designation ordinance. Any ordinance designating any property or district as 

historic shall: 
a. List each property in a proposed historic district and describe the proposed individual historic property; 
b. Set forth the name(s) of the owner(s) of the designated property or properties; 
c. Required that a certificate of appropriateness be obtained from the commission prior to any material 

change in appearance of the designated property; and 
d. Require that the property or district be shown on the official zoning maps of the city and kept as a public 

record to provide notice of such designation. Most of these items are covered with the application 
papers from Clayton County. 

(3) Require public hearings. The commission and the city council shall hold a public hearing on any proposed 
ordinance for the designation of any historic district or property. Notice of the hearing shall be published in at 
least three consecutive issues in the principle newspaper of local circulation, and written notice of the 
hearing shall be mailed by the commission to all owners and occupants of such properties. All such notices 
shall be published or mailed not less than ten nor more than 20 days prior to the date set for the public 
hearing. A notice sent via the United States mail to the last-known owner of the property shown on the city 
tax digest and a notice sent via attention to the occupant shall constitute legal notification to the owner and 
occupant under this article. This will be advertised in May, in advance of June City Council. 

 
a. Notification of historic preservation division. No less than 30 days prior to making a recommendation on 

any ordinance designating a property or district as historic, the commission must submit the report 
required in subsection (a)(3) herein, to the historic preservation division of the department of natural 
resources.  This was sent in March to the State, and we are awaiting any comments from them 
(see enclosed correspondence. 

b. Recommendations on proposed designations. A recommendation to affirm, modify or withdraw the 
proposed ordinance for designation shall be made by the commission within 15 days following the public 
hearing and shall be in the form of a resolution to the city council. 

c. City council actions on the commission's recommendation. Following receipt of the commission 
recommendation, the city council may adopt the ordinance as proposed, may adopt the ordinance with 
any amendments they deem necessary, or reject the ordinance. 

d. Notification of adoption of ordinance for designation. Within 30 days following the adoption of the 
ordinance for designation by the city council, the owners and occupants of each designated historic 
property, and the owners and occupants of each structure, site or work of art located within a designated 
historic district, shall be given written notification of such designation by the commission/city council, 
which notice shall apprise said owners and occupants of the necessity of obtaining a certificate of 
appropriateness prior to undertaking any material change in appearance of the historic property 
designated or within the historic district designated. A notice sent via the United States mail to the last-
known owner of the property shown on the city tax digest and a notice sent via United States mail shall 
constitute legal notification to the owner and occupant under this article. 

e. Notification of other agencies regarding designation. The commission shall notify all necessary agencies 
within the city of the ordinance for designation. 

f. Moratorium on applications for alteration or demolition while ordinance for designation is pending. If an 

5.4

Packet Pg. 61



 

 

ordinance for designation is being considered, the commission shall have the power to suspend the 
status of the involved property. 

 
As stated before, this property is of significant historic andcultural significance to the City, the County, and the 
State, in terms of African American history and culture.  Protection and renovation of this property can serve as 
another bright point in this particular area of the City, being across the street from the new Jonesboro City 
Center district. 

 
 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.) 

Clayton County 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Application 

• Correspondence 

• Property Pictures 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Discussion 
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