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Jonesboro Historic Preservation Commission 

124 NORTH AVENUE 

May 16, 2022 – 5:30 PM 

 

Agenda 
 
NOTE: As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Jonesboro will assist 
citizens with special needs given proper notice to participate in any open meetings of the City of 
Jonesboro. Please contact the City Clerk’s Office via telephone (770-478-3800) or email at 
rclark@jonesboroga.com should you need assistance.  
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER – Chairperson Betsy Wester 

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

IV.  OLD BUSINESS - NONE 

V.  NEW BUSINESS - ACTION ITEMS 

1. Historic Preservation Commission to consider designation of a property outside of the Historic District and 
Historic Residential Overlay as a Historic Property; 155 Smith Street, Parcel No. 13241A B009; Former 
Rosenwald School on Clayton County property. 

 

2. Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for The Cigar Parlour at 
171 North Main Street; Parcel No. 13240D C002; New wall sign for new business in Historic District. 

 

3. Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for the Blalock House 
Residence – 155 North Main Street; Parcel No. 13241B B007; Roof replacement, column repair and siding 
and window replacement for residence in Historic District. 

 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT 

mailto:rclark@jonesboroga.com
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VII.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. Public Hearing regarding a Historic Preservation Commission to consider designation of a property outside 
of the Historic District and Historic Residential Overlay as a Historic Property; 155 Smith Street, Parcel No. 
13241A B009; Former Rosenwald School on Clayton County property. 

 



 

FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

May, 16, 2022 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 1 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  May 16, 2022 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Historic Preservation Commission to consider designation of a property outside of the Historic District and Historic 
Residential Overlay as a Historic Property; 155 Smith Street, Parcel No. 13241A B009; Former Rosenwald School on 
Clayton County property. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Designation of  the Rosenwald School at 155 Smith Street as a Local Historic Property 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization, Historic 

Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Recommendation:  Approval; Recently, Clayton County and the City of Jonesboro expressed interest in designating 
the former Rosenwald School building and property (white and brown building beside the brick Board of Education 
building) as a local historic property, in order to ensure its preservation and guide its future renovation.  The building is 
on the same property as the BOE building at 157 Smith Street and has been owned by Clayton County for many years.  
The building has undergone a series of interior and exterior renovations through the years, but the basic “building 
blocks” of the school still remain.  The property is currently zoned R-4 Single Family and lies outside of the City’s 
established Historic District and Historic Residential Overlay.  It has been confirmed with the State and the City Code 
that the City of Jonesboro has local authority, through its Historic Preservation Commission, to designate additional 
properties as historic, whether they lie within the Historic District boundaries or not. 

Sec. 42-29. - Recommendation and designation of historic districts and properties. 

(a) Preliminary research by the commission. 

(1) Commission's mandate to conduct a survey of local historical resources. The commission shall compile and 
collect information and conduct surveys of historic resources within the city. 

(2) Commission's power to recommend districts and buildings to the city council for designation. The 
commission shall present to the city council recommendations for historic districts and properties. 

(3) Commission's documentation of proposed designation. Prior to the commission's recommendation of a 
historic district or historic property to the city council for designation, the commission shall prepare a report 
for nomination consisting of: 
a. A physical description; 
b. A statement of the historical, cultural, architectural and/or aesthetic significance; 
c. A map showing district boundaries and classification (i.e., contributing, noncontributing) of individual 

properties therein, or showing boundaries of individual historic properties; and 
d. Representative photographs. 

 
The Commission will discuss the request on April 18th, have a formal recommendation on May 16th, and 
forward to the City Council in June.   
 

(c) Designation of a historic property. 
(1) Criteria for selection of historic properties. A historic property is a building, structure, site, or object; including 

the adjacent area necessary for the proper appreciation or use thereof, deemed worthy of preservation by 
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reason of value to the nation, county or the city, or the State of Georgia for one of the following reasons: 
a. It is an outstanding example of a structure representative of its era; 
b. It is one of the few remaining examples of a past architectural style; 
c. It is a place or structure associated with an event or persons of historic or cultural significance to county, 

city, State of Georgia, or the region; or 
d. It is the site of natural or aesthetic interest that is continuing to contribute to the cultural or historical 

development and heritage of the municipality, county, or region. 
 
Although the building is not a distinct architectural style, it is definitely of significant historic or cultural 
significance to the City, the County, and really the entire State, in terms of African American history and culture.  
There were only about 242 of these schools built in Georgia, and probably less than 50 remain.  Jonesboro is 
privileged to have one of these structures still standing within its borders. 
 

(d) Requirements for adopting an ordinance for the designation of historic districts and historic properties. 
(1) Application for designation of historic districts of property. Designations may be proposed by the city council, 

the commission, or: 
a. For historic districts, a historical society, neighborhood association or group of property owners may 

apply to the commission for designation; 
b. For historic properties, a historical society, neighborhood association or property owner may apply to the 

commission for designation.  Clayton County 
(2) Required components of a designation ordinance. Any ordinance designating any property or district as 

historic shall: 
a. List each property in a proposed historic district and describe the proposed individual historic property; 
b. Set forth the name(s) of the owner(s) of the designated property or properties; 
c. Required that a certificate of appropriateness be obtained from the commission prior to any material 

change in appearance of the designated property; and 
d. Require that the property or district be shown on the official zoning maps of the city and kept as a public 

record to provide notice of such designation. Most of these items are covered with the application 
papers from Clayton County. 

(3) Require public hearings. The commission and the city council shall hold a public hearing on any proposed 
ordinance for the designation of any historic district or property. Notice of the hearing shall be published in at 
least three consecutive issues in the principle newspaper of local circulation, and written notice of the 
hearing shall be mailed by the commission to all owners and occupants of such properties. All such notices 
shall be published or mailed not less than ten nor more than 20 days prior to the date set for the public 
hearing. A notice sent via the United States mail to the last-known owner of the property shown on the city 
tax digest and a notice sent via attention to the occupant shall constitute legal notification to the owner and 
occupant under this article. This will be advertised in May, in advance of June City Council. 

 
a. Notification of historic preservation division. No less than 30 days prior to making a recommendation on 

any ordinance designating a property or district as historic, the commission must submit the report 
required in subsection (a)(3) herein, to the historic preservation division of the department of natural 
resources.  This was sent in March to the State, and we are awaiting any comments from them 
(see enclosed correspondence. 

b. Recommendations on proposed designations. A recommendation to affirm, modify or withdraw the 
proposed ordinance for designation shall be made by the commission within 15 days following the public 
hearing and shall be in the form of a resolution to the city council. 

c. City council actions on the commission's recommendation. Following receipt of the commission 
recommendation, the city council may adopt the ordinance as proposed, may adopt the ordinance with 
any amendments they deem necessary, or reject the ordinance. 

d. Notification of adoption of ordinance for designation. Within 30 days following the adoption of the 
ordinance for designation by the city council, the owners and occupants of each designated historic 
property, and the owners and occupants of each structure, site or work of art located within a designated 
historic district, shall be given written notification of such designation by the commission/city council, 
which notice shall apprise said owners and occupants of the necessity of obtaining a certificate of 
appropriateness prior to undertaking any material change in appearance of the historic property 
designated or within the historic district designated. A notice sent via the United States mail to the last-
known owner of the property shown on the city tax digest and a notice sent via United States mail shall 
constitute legal notification to the owner and occupant under this article. 

e. Notification of other agencies regarding designation. The commission shall notify all necessary agencies 
within the city of the ordinance for designation. 

f. Moratorium on applications for alteration or demolition while ordinance for designation is pending. If an 
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ordinance for designation is being considered, the commission shall have the power to suspend the 
status of the involved property. 

 
As stated before, this property is of significant historic and cultural significance to the City, the County, and the 
State, in terms of African American history and culture.  Protection and renovation of this property can serve as 
another bright point in this particular area of the City, being across the street from the new Jonesboro City 
Center district. 
 
Per the GA DCA, in a letter from Paige Jennings dated April 18, 2022, the State Historic Preservation Division 
does not recommend the designation of the Rosenwald School as a historic property.  They said that the 
building has lost its architectural integrity due to extensive renovations through the years and does not meet 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standard for Historic Preservation and Archaeology.  However, the DCA does 
acknowledge that the City does have local authority to make its own recommendation separate from the State.  
 
 
Staff retains its original recommendation of approval for the Rosenwald property as a new historical property in 
the City.  Once history is lost it is lost for good.  The City and County are serious about preserving and 
improving the landmark and making it more relevant to the present and future generations. 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Application 

• Jonesboro Rosenwald School Addendum (1) 

• Correspondence 

• Local Designation_Letter_Jonesboro 

• Property Pictures 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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April 15, 2022  

 

To: Clayton/ Jonesboro Historic Commission 

 

From Clayton County Public Schools 

 

Dear Commission Members: 

 

This is an addendum requested by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs Director, 

Paige Jennings. This is to supplement the original documents. The “Jonesboro Colored School”, 

aka “Jonesboro Elementary” a Rosenwald School was a blessing to the community. Until the 

original three (3) teacher building was built, the only educational opportunities in the area for 

African American children were in homes and the churches for the most part. 

The original building which is the focus of preservation sits on two (2) acres between Smith and 

Mill streets, along Souder Way. The area is rich in heritage as a community of African 

Americans in Jonesboro. There are predominately African American churches in view from the 

school. There are many memories that are associated with the area and the school, which reflect 

the rich heritage of African Americans in Jonesboro and Clayton county.  

Some of Jonesboro/ Clayton County’s most notable citizens attended or taught at the 155 Smith 

Street address. Ms. Helen Davenport, now in her 90s attended the Rosenwald School and went 

on to high school, college, and returned to teach in Clayton county for 38 years. Ms. Davenport 

is the mother of Georgia State Senator, Gail Davenport and Carolyn Davenport. Sen. Davenport 

still serves in the Georgia General Assembly, and Carolyn is a Clayton County retired teacher. 

Carolyn taught many years at George M. Kilpatrick elementary school and was very active in the 

Georgia Teacher and Education Association (GT&EA), which later merged with the Georgia 

Association of Educators. She was a building representative of the local affiliate the Clayton 

County Education Association. The Davenport family has been very active in the life of the 

Andrews Chapel United Methodist Church in Jonesboro and the family has been positive 

servants of the community in numerous roles, notably with the Rosenwald School and Fountain 

School in Forest Park. 

Other notable alumni are Helen Meadows along with siblings, the late Daniel and Mary Ann 

Meadows, and other living siblings: Jim, Peggy, Alice, and Ethelene all attended the Rosenwald 

school and have been active citizens in the community. Helen Meadows lives near the school site 

and is very active in the Shiloh Baptist Church, which is in view from the Rosenwald site. 

Other notable alumni that are active in the Jonesboro area are the Souder family members.  

Annie Lois Souder was a teacher at Jonesboro Elementary (Rosenwald), and her daughter Joyce 

was also a teacher in Clayton County. Donald Souder is also a notable alumnus of the School. 

5.1.b

Packet Pg. 28

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 R
o

se
n

w
al

d
 S

ch
o

o
l A

d
d

en
d

u
m

 (
1)

  (
31

47
 :

 1
55

 S
m

it
h

 S
tr

ee
t 

- 
R

o
se

n
w

al
d

 S
ch

o
o

l)



2 
 

The Simpson family, Clay family, Smith family and others are alumni who are active members 

of the Jonesboro/Clayton Community.  

The Roberta T. Smith Elementary School in Clayton County Public Schools is named for the 

former Principal of the Jonesboro Rosenwald School. Ms. Smith was highly revered in the 

community. Along with these Rosenwald notables, Ms. Eula Arnold was a teacher at Rosenwald 

School and was the daughter of Jonesboro philanthropist J.W. Arnold for which Arnold 

Elementary School in named.   

Ms. Eula Wilborn Ponds Perry was a well- respected teacher at the Rosenwald School. The Eula 

Wilborn Ponds Perry Learning Center, named in honor of this Rosenwald teacher, is located near 

the Rosenwald site, is a state of the art school for alternate routes to graduation and other 

learning opportunities.  

Other notable alumni and connected families of Jonesboro /Clayton County include: Marion 

Wadley Dorsey (her Mother, Lorena Wadley was PTA President). Charlie Wadley, Sr. Charlie 

Wadley, Jr, Elizabeth Wadley, Esther Wadley. Mr. Leroy Walker, Barbara Brown, Fannie Mae 

Low, Ralph Stovall, David Stovall, Wallace Stovall (Fourth Grade Teacher at Rosenwald), and 

Mable Brown Murphey.  

Maudie B. (Burnette)  owned the café across Souder Way. The café was a place which provided 

lunch for teachers during pre and post planning and was a favorite ‘hangout’ for students waiting 

for buses. The students often danced to the music played by Ms. Burnette. Maidie B. made sure 

children had something to eat whether they could pay or not! 

It is clear that the historical significance and impact of the Rosenwald School to Jonesboro and 

Clayton County is impossible to measure. There is no telling how many lives were touched 

because of its existence in a time of Jim Crow segregation in the South. Due to the self-help 

concept of Booker T. Washington and Julius Rosenwald, African Americans were able to build 

schools throughout the segregated South. Thousands of these schools existed and now only a few 

of the buildings have survived the neglect that happened after the Brown V Topeka Kansas 

Board of Education Supreme Court decision that declared segregated public schools 

unconstitutional. There was opportunity after the Brown decision for African Americans to go to 

newer and better funded schools. The Rosenwald Schools’ historical and cultural value was 

realized later; however, many had fallen into disrepair and obscurity. In recent years a valiant 

effort has been made to restore the remaining buildings and bring attention to their place in 

history. Jonesboro has a great opportunity and responsibility to assure that its Rosenwald 

building survives! 

The building in question was built originally to be a three (3) teacher building. It had the famous 

tall windows and high vaulted ceilings for ventilation. It was a building built on two (2) acres of 

land circa late 1920s to early 1930s with large folding doors to separate the classrooms and to 

open for combined assemblies. The building also had a small industrial room for teaching of 

trades and home economics to its students. As the years passed there were auxiliary buildings to 

accommodate the expanding number of students attending. At one point there were 4 buildings, 

according to graduate, Helen Meadows, which were used to separate grade levels. Two of those 
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buildings remain. The intent of the Clayton County Public Schools is to restore the original three 

(3) classroom building to repurpose it for a museum of African American History and as a 

community meeting building for various events.  

The attached documents show the original floor plan of the building in question and its design 

for three classrooms and an industrial room for practical training. The building had outside 

entries from Smith Street and the back toward Mills Street. The building was altered on the Mills 

Street side for the addition of rest rooms and a small kitchen. The outside was originally red 

brick and was later painted white. The outside sketch on the floor plan does not reflect the 

exterior that actually existed (It was brick and did not have an original side entrance according to 

interviewed students). 

Since the close of the school, circa 1950-60s, it was repurposed for economic opportunity 

training by the late Rev. Charles W. Grant, Pastor of Mt. Welcome Baptist Church (Decatur) and 

Civil Rights Leader (Charles W. Grant Parkway is named for Rev. Grant). Later, office space for 

the school system and other entities from the county were added. The attached floor plan that 

shows the remodeling for offices is reflective of its current condition. The ceilings were lowered 

and the building was partitioned with numerous offices. The signature windows of the 

Rosenwald plan were closed up (visible from the attached photos with an X like covering). An 

additional entry was added to the side facing Souder Way with an enclosed glass lobby which is 

reflected in the photos attached in original packet. The interior walls are primarily paneling and 

sheet rock for partitioning of the small offices in the amended floor plan which is included in the 

original packet. The photos of the exterior reveal changes that are obvious from the outside from 

the original plan.  With further exploring beyond the suspended ceiling, it was discovered that 

some of the original “tongue and groove” woodwork was still intact. The floors now have carpet 

and tile. The original floors were hardwood. The hardwood floors will be restored. 

The photos attached and structural issues described here reveal that there are issues that will be 

addressed during the building’s restoration. An architect acquired by the Clayton School District 

and Foundation will prepare the plan of restoration. Adequate funding has been set aside by the 

District and Foundation to assure the success of restoration and repurposing 

The Clayton County Public Schools district is resolved to restore this important historical 

building and repurpose it for a museum and community meeting building. The Clayton County 

Public Schools Superintendent, Dr. Morcease Beasley and the Board of Education have declared 

their support and intent of this project. The Clayton County Public Schools Foundation (501c) 

will take custody of the building for renovation and funding and future usage.   

The historical significance is particularly special to African Americans who have struggled for 

equality and equity in the United States, even prior to becoming an independent nation. Through 

years of legalized enslavement and segregation, the African American community has continued 

to strive for the ideals of our nation of liberty and justice for all. The Rosenwald Schools were 

one of the many rungs in the ladder of this lofty quest. It is requested with great passion that this 

original building be found worthy of protection by the Jonesboro Ordinance naming endangered 

historical structures and establishing it as a place worthy of restoration and usage in the 
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community’s history and its future. This action benefits all of Jonesboro’s citizens for posterity 

and enhances tourism opportunities. 

Respectfully Submitted on behalf of the Clayton County Public Schools Board of Education, Ms. 

Jessie Goree, Chair, Dr. Morcease Beasley, Superintendent/CEO, Dr. Anthony Smith, Deputy 

Superintendent, Mr. Kemith Thompson, Executive Director of Operations. 

 

Dr. Sidney (Sid) L. Chapman 

CCPS Historian 

Central Office South 

770-478-2700 EX 700204 

770 - 480-0222 Cell 

404-217-7753 District Cell 

Sidney.chapman@clayton.k12.ga.us 

Sid.chapman1015@gmail.com 
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Christopher Nunn 
Commissioner 

Brian P. Kemp 
Governor 

04/18/2022 

David Allen 
Community Development Director 
124 North Avenue  
Jonesboro, Georgia 30236 
 
RE: Local District Designation Report 
 
Dear Mr. Allen: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the Local District Designation Report for the City of Jonesboro.  
The Historic Preservation Division has been given this opportunity to review the Local Landmark 
Designation Report in accordance with Georgia Historic Preservation Act § 44-10-26 (2)(a), Georgia’s 
Certified Local Government Application and Procedures, and at the request of the local government.   
 
The Historic Preservation Division has found that the Local Landmark Designation Report is well 
documented and assembled with maps, representative photographs, physical and historic descriptions, 
and descriptions of property renovations; however, the nominated property does not meet the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standard for Historic Preservation and Archaeology. The Jonesboro 
Elementary Rosenwald School has lost its architectural integrity as the building has undergone extensive 
alterations since it’s original construction in the 1930’s, which is also the period of significance for the 
property’s nomination. As a result of these alterations, several of the character defining features of the 
building, including the windows on the front façade and the originally entry, have been lost.  
 
Due to extensive alterations and lack of integrity to the property, the Historic Preservation Division does 
not recommend the designation of the Jonesboro Elementary Rosenwald School. We recognize and 
support your local priorities and authority to make this decision on the local level. Out office supports 
projects that would acknowledge and honor the historical significance and communal impact of the 
Jonesboro Elementary Rosenwald School to the City of Jonesboro.  
 
We support your community’s commitment to preservation planning and appreciate the opportunity to 
collaborate. We will keep the submittal and determination on file for public record. If you, the HPC, or 
any community members have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me directly by 
email at paige.jennings@dca.ga.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Paige Jennings 
Certified Local Government Coordinator 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

May, 16, 2022 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 2 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  May 16, 2022 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for The Cigar Parlour at 171 North Main 
Street; Parcel No. 13240D C002; New wall sign for new business in Historic District. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards; 86-495 Historic District 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of wall sign; The Cigar Parlour is undergoing construction at 171 North Main 
Street, and the ground sign was approved several months ago.  The applicant would now like to install an aluminum wall 
sign on the front wall.  The design and colors will match the colors of the ground sign.  Each property is entitled to one 
ground sign and one wall sign. 

1. The sign (27.66 square feet) will not exceed the maximum 150 total square feet allowed for wall signs. 
2. The sign area (6.93%) is just below the maximum 7.5% wall coverage allowed for wall signs on double 

frontage lots. 
3. The proposed sign will not straddle any existing columns or panels on the building exterior. 

 

The sign will not be internally illuminated. 

Design Review Commission recommendation, 5.4.22:  Recommended approval of new sign design, with further 
recommendation that “A meeting place” words be white to stand out better, and to have at least a 6-inch gap 
between the sign edge and the fascia. 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.) 

 

Private owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Certificate of Appropriateness Application (Building Sign) 

• Building 

• Wall Sign - Original 

5.2
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• Revised Wall Design 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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171 N Main Street Jonesboro, GA 30236

Antonio Miller

The Cigar Parlour, Inc
594 Hastings Way Jonesboro, GA 30238

tony@thecigarparlour.co 678-878-7973
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We are seeking approval of the signage on the front of the building.

Antonio Miller

05-12-2022 $75.00
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Ricky L. Clark, City Manager 

Date 

May, 16, 2022 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 3 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  May 16, 2022 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for the Blalock House Residence – 155 
North Main Street; Parcel No. 13241B B007; Roof replacement, column repair and siding and window replacement for 
residence in Historic District. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-103 H-2 Historic District Standards; Secretary of Interior Historic Design 

Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of repairs, with conditions; Despite not being officially on the Historic register, 
the “Blalock House”, as the residence at 155 North Main Street is known, is a valued historic and cultural structure in 
Jonesboro.  The property is zoned H-2 and is in the Historic District.  Recently, the applicant requested to replace the 
worn metal roof on the dwelling and to repair the front porch columns.  No specifications for the roof material have 
currently been provided. 

Per Section 86-103: 

(l) Design standards. In order to preserve the physical character of existing historic structures in the H-2 historic district, 
every effort shall be made to adapt the property in a manner that complements the historic character of the area when 
making exterior alterations to the existing building, site, or environment. New construction shall also be appropriate for 
the district in design, placement, and scale.  

(1) Rehabilitation. Maintaining the existing historic design, materials, and details of structures in the H-2 district is 
encouraged. Rehabilitative efforts shall include the use of materials that are compatible with the architectural style of the 
historic building (see article VII, Architectural style and scale, for guidance on specific historic styles and building 
materials traditionally found in Jonesboro.)      
1. The existing pitch and shape of the roof shall be maintained.  
2. The shape, style, and placement of historic dormers shall be maintained.  
3. The addition of dormers to the front facade where none previously existed is prohibited.  
4. Existing roof materials shall be replaced with the same type of historic material or with that which closely 
resembles the existing material.  
5. Decorative brackets, cornices, and eaves shall be maintained.  
6. Historic chimneys shall be maintained.  
7. New chimneys shall use traditional design and materials, and their placement shall be appropriate for the architectural 
style of the structure. 
 
Article VII, Architectural Style and Scale, does not specifically address roofing material. 
 
 
The Secretary of Interior Historic National Standards reference the following about preserving historic roofs and roof 
replacement: 

5.3
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Roofs ....Identify, retain, and preserve  
 

recommended.....  

  

Identifying, retaining, and preserving roofs--and their 
functional and decorative features--that are important in 
defining the overall historic character of the building. 

This includes the roof's shape, such as hipped, gambrel, and 
mansard; decorative features, such as cupolas, cresting 
chimneys, and weathervanes; and roofing material such as 
slate, wood, clay tile, and metal, as well as its size, color, and 
patterning. 

 

Copper and wrought 
iron weathervane. 

 

not recommended.....  

  

Radically changing, damaging, or destroying roofs which are important in defining the 
overall historic character of the building so that, as a result, the character is diminished. 

Removing a major portion of the roof or roofing material that is repairable, then 
reconstructing it with new material in order to create a uniform, or "improved" appearance. 

Changing the configuration of a roof by adding new features such as dormer windows, 
vents, or skylights so that the historic character is diminished. 

Stripping the roof of sound historic material such as slate, clay tile, wood, and architectural 
metal. 

Applying paint or other coatings to roofing material which has been historically uncoated. 

 

Roofs ....Replace  
 

recommended.....  

  

Replacing in kind an entire feature of the roof that is too deteriorated to repair--if the 
overall form and detailing are still evident--using the physical evidence as a model 
to reproduce the feature. 

Examples can include a large section of roofing, or 
a dormer or chimney. 

If using the same kind of material is not technically 
or economically feasible, then a compatible 
substitute material may be considered. 

 

Replacement of damaged clay 
tile roof. 

 

not recommended.....  
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Removing a feature of the roof that is unrepairable, such as a chimney or dormer, and not 
replacing it; or replacing it with a new feature that does not convey the same visual 
appearance 

  

“Replacing in kind extensively deteriorated or missing components of roof features when there are surviving prototypes, 
such as ridge tiles, roof cresting, or dormer trim, slates, or tiles, or when the replacement can be based on documentary 
or physical evidence.  The new work should match the old in material, design, scale, 
color, and finish.” 
“Replacing an entire roof feature, such as a chimney or dormer, when limited replacement of deteriorated or missing 
components is appropriate.  Using replacement material that does not match the historic roof 
feature.” 
 
 

i. Porches. 
1. The design, materials, roof supports and balustrades and roof shape of historic porches shall be 

maintained. 
2. The addition of front porches where none previously existed is discouraged. 
3. The addition of decorative elements, if desired, shall be consistent with the base architectural style of 

the structure. 
4. Replacement of historic porch features shall be made with matching material, design, and scale versus 

stock features. 
5. Porch floors and foundations shall not be replaced with slab concrete or brick. 
6. The enclosure of front or side porches shall be prohibited. 
7. The design and installation of ADA-compliant ramps onto a front porch shall seek to preserve the 

historic character of the buildings. Section 4.1.7 Accessible Buildings: Historic Preservation of the ADA 
Accessibility Guidelines, and resources of the office of downtown development, shall be used as 
resource guides. 

 
The roofline and other architectural features (chimney, dormers, etc.) will need to remain the same.  The 
replacement metal roof will also need to be the same color as the original metal.  The contactor will need to 
supply samples of replacement metal roof material prior to ordering material and installing roof. 
 
The porch columns need to be repaired, not replaced, and shall have the same decorative features, style and 
color as before.  Columns must be tested for lead paint prior to work. 
 
 

Update:  At the May 4th Design Review meeting, several other additional repairs were proposed: 
 

1. Replacing decaying wood siding on exterior of house with Hardiplank siding of similar color but a different width.  
Hardiplank would be 6 inches wide, about 2.5 inches wider than the current wood siding. 

2. Would like to replace windows. 
3. Would like to paint shutters from green to black. 
4. Front porch needs repair. 

 
Other notes:  Roof is leaking.  Replacement metal roof will be same 5-gauge galvanized metal.   
Column work will involve repairing rot at column bases.  Column style and color will remain the same.  
 
c. Building color. 
1. Recommended color shades shall draw from the range of existing color shades and complement the color schemes that already 
exist in the district. Reference materials on appropriate color palettes will be available for review at the office downtown 
development at city hall.  Hardiplank would be painted similar color. 
2. Neon colors are prohibited.  
3. Primary colors may be acceptable for trim or accents pending review and approval by the director of downtown development. 
4. Color patterns shall be consistent with the architectural style of the structure and with the overall historic character of the 
district. 
 
e. Details. 
1. The addition of architectural details where none previously existed is prohibited. 
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2. Replacement of historic details shall be made with matching material, design, and scale versus stock details. 
3. The removal of details from a structure is prohibited. Columns, porch, and railings shall retain same appearance after repairs. 
 
g. Windows. 
1. Historic windows and window arrangement shall be maintained. 
2. Damaged portions of windows, or windows damaged beyond repair, shall be replaced with windows that are comparable in 
design, size, and materials versus stock windows. 
3. Flat snap-in muntins, designed to resemble frames that hold panes of glass in a window, are discouraged. 
4. New windows on side elevations shall be compatible with historic windows in terms of materials, size, and design. 
5. Storm windows shall match the color of the window frame and obscure the window as little as possible. 
6. The addition of windows where none previously existed is discouraged. 
7. The addition of shutters that are not compatible with the window size and shape is discouraged. 
No additional windows, but existing wood windows are in decay and will be replaced with other wood windows of similar 
design.  Shutters will go from green to black, which still has a historical feel. 
 
i. Porches. 
1. The design, materials, roof supports and balustrades and roof shape of historic porches shall be maintained. 
2. The addition of front porches where none previously existed is discouraged. 
3. The addition of decorative elements, if desired, shall be consistent with the base architectural style of the structure. 
4. Replacement of historic porch features shall be made with matching material, design, and scale versus stock features. 
5. Porch floors and foundations shall not be replaced with slab concrete or brick. 
6. The enclosure of front or side porches shall be prohibited. 
7. The design and installation of ADA-compliant ramps onto a front porch shall seek to preserve the historic character of the 
buildings. Section 4.1.7 Accessible Buildings: Historic Preservation of the ADA Accessibility Guidelines, and resources of the office of 
downtown development, shall be used as resource guides. 
Repairs to the front porch will not change the size or style of the porch, and the porch will retain its current style.  Rail ings on 
porch must be reused. 
 
In terms of the replacement Hardiplank siding: 
3. Prohibited exterior materials include synthetic materials with a false wood grain, vinyl siding, brick veneer, concrete block, and 
the use of materials that do not complement the architectural or historic style of the structure. 
While Hardiplank is not real wood, the existing wood siding is decaying and needs to be replaced with a more durable material.  
Hardiplank will better protect the house in the future.  The existing wood siding is approximately 3.5 inches in width, while the 
Hardiplank is about 6 inches in width.  If this is an issue with the Board, then a possible compromise is to put a narrower 
Hardiplank in the front and the wider Hardiplank on the sides and rear. 
 
The end result is a more durable house, addressing some rot issues, while keeping the integrity of the house design. 

 
 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

Private owner 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval, with Conditions 
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