
 

 

 
 
 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
August 2, 2023 

MEETING AGENDA: 

 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

IV.  OLD BUSINESS - NONE 

V.  NEW BUSINESS - ACTION ITEMS 

a. Commission to make a recommendation for The Office Hub – 8180 Tara Blvd; Parcel No. 13239B C011; 
New wall sign and ground sign panel for new business. 

 

b. Commission to make a recommendation for Residence – 168 Whiteline Street; Parcel No. 12017C G003; 
New residence for vacant lot. 

 

c. Commission to make a recommendation for Smoothie King – 8101 Tara Blvd; Parcel No. 13210D A006; 
New wall sign and ground sign panel for new business. 

 

d. Commission to make a recommendation for Bail Bond Company – 8081 Tara Blvd; Parcel No. 13210D 
A006; New wall sign and ground sign panel for business. 

 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT 

 



FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

August, 2, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – a 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  August 2, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for The Office Hub – 8180 Tara Blvd; Parcel No. 13239B C011; New wall sign 
and ground sign panel for new business. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of sign design; Recently, The Office Hub was approved for a “business 
incubator” at 8180 Tara Boulevard.  This is the former Aaron Rents building next to the QT gas station and car wash at 
8180 Tara Boulevard.  The new owner has submitted a new sign design for a wall sign on the front of the building and to 
fill in the existing ground sign framework at the road. 

 
The wall sign replacement panel will not exceed the maximum 150 square feet allowed in Code Section 86-490(b) and 

will be below the 7.5% of the total business façade allowed in Code Section 86-489(c)(3).  The panel will be made of 

acrylic.  The blue, green, and white color scheme will not be incompatible with adjacent businesses.  The ground sign 

panel will occupy the existing framework at the road, which will not change in size, height, or location. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.) 

 

Private Owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Property Pictures 

• Panel Design 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

August, 2, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – b 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  August 2, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Residence – 168 Whiteline Street; Parcel No. 12017C G003; New residence 
for vacant lot. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-99 – R-4 Zoning Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of house façade exterior, with conditions; A few months ago, Ms. Esparza 
applied for a building permit for a single-family detached home on the vacant lot known as 168 Whiteline Street.  I 
informed the applicant of the City’s zoning and architectural requirements, as well as the need for a Design Review 
Commission meeting for the house exterior, prior to approving the permit.  

The property is zoned R-4 (Single Family Residential) and is not located in any Historic District or Overlay District.  The 
proposed house is a one-story, 3-bedroom, with 1174 heated square feet.  There is an attached carport on the side. 

Sec. 86-98. - R-4 single family residential district regulations. 

(a) Purpose. The R-4 single family residential district is established to provide for single family detached dwellings on 
individual lots having a minimum area of one-quarter acre. The district is intended to create and preserve a 
neighborhood setting in which smaller lots are desired. While the R-4 district is primarily free of non-residential uses as 
well as higher density residential uses, the district may adjoin such districts and may be located near the downtown. 
Public and institutional uses traditionally found in relatively low-density neighborhoods are compatible with the R-4 
district. Such development is also typically served by a network of local streets to minimize traffic impacts on the 
neighborhood.  

(b) Development standards. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, uses permitted in the R-4 district shall conform to 
the following development standards:  

(1) Minimum lot area: 10,480 square feet (¼-acre); Lot is approximately 0.38 acres 

(2) Minimum lot width: 75 feet; Plat and legal description seem to indicate 71 feet along Whiteline Street.  This 
referenced plat is Plat Book 2, page 113, which predates the Zoning Code (1987).  Thus, the existing width 
would be grandfathered.  From the submitted site plan, it would appear that the building setbacks could be met. 

(3) Minimum front yard: 25 feet; From the submitted site plan, it would appear that this setback could be met. 

(4) Minimum side yard: 12 feet; From the submitted site plan, it would appear that this setback could be met. 

(5) Minimum rear yard: 25 feet; From the submitted site plan, it would appear that this setback could be met. 

5.b
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(6) Minimum floor area per dwelling unit: 1,600 square feet; Total square footage for both floors is only 1174. 

(7) Maximum building height: Two stories and 35 feet; House will be one story. 

(8) Maximum lot coverage: 35 percent 

(c) Design standards. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, uses permitted in an R-4 district shall conform to the 
following design standards: (1) Off-street parking shall be provided as specified in article XIII of this chapter. (2) Buffers 
shall be provided as specified in article XV of this chapter. 

The exterior of the home will be primarily vinyl (see plans).  However, vinyl siding will not be allowed.  The 
house exterior will be equal to or superior to other houses in the nearby area.  However, the house size (heated) 
is required to be 1600 square feet minimum, not 1174. 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.) 

 

Private Owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Site Pictures 

• House Elevation 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval with Conditions 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

August, 2, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – c 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  August 2, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Smoothie King – 8101 Tara Blvd; Parcel No. 13210D A006; New wall sign 
and ground sign panel for new business. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of sign designs; Recently, Smoothie King received zoning approval to conduct 
business in the commercial center at 8101 Tara Boulevard.  They are also undergoing interior renovations to the 
building.  The applicant has applied for three signs – a replacement ground panel in the pylon framework at the highway, 
a wall sign over the front entrance, and a wall sign on the rear of the building. 

The replacement panel (lexan) in bottom of the pre-existing ground (pylon) sign at the road will not exceed the panel 
framework already there.  The red and white color scheme will be compatible with adjacent businesses. The ground sign 
replacement panel will not exceed the existing frame. 

 
The wall sign replacement panel at the front entrance will be 23.94 square feet, which is below the maximum 150 square 

feet allowed in Code Section 86-490(b).  The front wall sign panel will be about 6.95% of the total front building façade, 

below the 7.5% allowed in Code Section 86-489.  The sign will be internally illuminated. 

The wall sign replacement panel (polycarbonate) at the rear of the building will be 55.5 square feet and will fit into the 
existing sign cabinet at the back.   The sign will be internally illuminated. 
 
The applicant has also presented alternative sign designs that are larger than what is proposed above and 
proposes a third wall sign for the north side.  These scenarios would require variances. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.) 

 

Private Owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Site Pictures 

• Sign Design to Code 

5.c
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• Sign Design - Variance Required 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

August, 2, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – d 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  August 2, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Bail Bond Company – 8081 Tara Blvd; Parcel No. 13210D A006; New wall 
sign and ground sign panel for business. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of sign designs; A bail bond company has operated at 8081 Tara Blvd for 
many years and is now undergoing a name change.  The applicant has applied for two signs – a replacement ground 
panel in the pylon framework at the highway, and a replacement wall sign over the front entrance. 

The replacement panel at the top of the pre-existing ground (pylon) sign at the road will not exceed the panel framework 
already there.  The red and white color scheme will be compatible with adjacent businesses.  
The wall sign replacement panel at the front entrance will be 30 square feet, which is below the maximum 150 square 

feet allowed in Code Section 86-490(b).  However, the front wall sign panel will be about 10% of the total front building 

façade, above the 7.5% allowed in Code Section 86-489.  However, the new sign will be smaller than the bond sign that 

was already there and will look better as well.  The sign will be internally illuminated. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private Owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Site Picture 

• New Sign Design 

• Acceptance letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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