
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA – 11/6/2023    1 

 

 

 

       
 
 

CITY OF JONESBORO 

Work Session 

1859 CITY CENTER WAY 

November 6, 2023 – 6:00 PM 

 
NOTE: As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Jonesboro will assist citizens with 
special needs given proper notice to participate in any open meetings of the City of Jonesboro. Please contact the 
City Clerk’s Office via telephone (770-478-3800) should you need assistance.  

Agenda 

I.  CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR 

II.  ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK 

III.  INVOCATION - PASTOR ANDY CAUBLE, FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH JONESBORO 

IV.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

V.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

VI.  PRESENTATIONS 

1. Presentation of Jonesboro Agricultural Plan by the Food Well Alliance. 
 

VII.  WORK SESSION 

1. Discussion regarding Variance application 23-VAR-004 concerning exceeding certain sign standards for a 
new business at 8101 Tara Blvd, Jonesboro, Ga. 30236. 

 

2. Discussion regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-016, for an event center by Mageedah 
and Marcus Wood, property owners and applicants, for property at 188 North Avenue (Parcel No. 13239B 
B005) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.   

 

3. Discussion regarding preliminary plat application 23-SUB-003 for Foxtrail subdivision at 217 South Main 
Street. 

 

4. Council to consider reduction in waiting period for re-application of Zoning Appeal 23-ZA-003 and 
Variance 23-VAR-003 for townhomes 0 West Mill Street, Parcel No. 13241C A008, per Sec. 86-121 and 
86-373. 

 

5. Discussion regarding update of the administrative investigation of independent investigator Tracy Lawson. 
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6. Discussion regarding text amendment 23-TA-009 Ord. 2023-010 to form the Creative Placemaking 
Advisory Board within the Beautification Commission, Sec. 2-294, Division 1, Article VIII. 

 

7. Discussion regarding FY’ 2024 Employee Holiday Calendar and subsequent 2024 Council Meeting 
Calendar.  

 

8. Discussion regarding timetable of City of Jonesboro annual Christmas event. 
 

9. Discussion regarding possible future implementation of City of Jonesboro Recycling Program. 
 

10. Discussion regarding status of Jonesboro Beautification Commission for 2023 and 2024. 
 

11. Discussion regarding the presented Jonesboro Agricultural Plan and addressing the food desert on the 
east side of Jonesboro. 

 

12. Discussion regarding Clayton County Water Authority water pump and drainage at Spring Street and 
Fayetteville Road. 

 

13. Discussion regarding Jonesboro’s Emergency Preparedness Plan. 
 

VIII.  OTHER BUSINESS 

A.  Executive Session - Regarding litigation and employee matters 

B.  Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session 

IX.  ADJOURNMENT 

 



FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 1 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Presentation of Jonesboro Agricultural Plan by the Food Well Alliance. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Presentation of Newly Created Agricultural Plan 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization, Safety, 

Health and Wellbeing 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Presentation of Jonesboro Agricultural Plan by the Food Well Alliance. 

For most of 2023, the Food Well Alliance has worked with City staff and other civic leaders to craft a comprehensive 

agricultural plan for Jonesboro to help address issues such as economic vitality, wellness, ecological resilience and food 

equity. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

To Be Determined 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan 

• Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan_City Council Presentation_06NOV2023 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 

 

6.1

Packet Pg. 3



JONESBORO

CITY
AGRICULTURE 

PLAN

6.1.a

Packet Pg. 4

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 C
it

y 
A

g
ri

cu
lt

u
re

 P
la

n
  (

35
84

 :
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 A
g

ri
cu

lt
u

ra
l P

la
n

 P
re

se
n

ta
ti

o
n

)



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Unless otherwise specified, all photos are provided by the project team or courtesy of City of Jonesboro

06   INTRODUCTION

12   COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

22   PLAN STRUCTURE & MATRIX OF RECOMMENDATIONS

26   BASELINE CONDITIONS FOR A STRONG LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM

32   PRIORITY A: EQUIP CURRENT AND BEGINNING GROWERS

42   PRIORITY B: INCREASE EQUITABLE FOOD ACCESS

56   PRIORITY C: PROMOTE LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM OPPORTUNITIES

66   PRIORITY D: BUILD ON CITY AND COUNTY RESOURCES

82   NEXT STEPS

84   APPENDIX

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

SPECIAL THANKS TO:

The Mayor and City Council of Jonesboro

The Steering Committee:

David Allen, Director of Community Development, Interim City Manager, City of Jonesboro
Mary Bruce, Community Garden Club President, Jonesboro Community Garden
John Burdin, Director of Public Works, City of Jonesboro
Christopher Cato, Police Lieutenant, City of Jonesboro
Ellen Divins, Jonesboro Community Member
Tommy Henderson, Chief of Police, City of Jonesboro
Kim Jennings, First United Methodist Church
Samaria McCoy, Former Jonesboro Community Garden Manager
Wande Okrunoren-Meadows, Executive Director, Hand, Heart, and Soul Project
Mike Quick, Master Gardener, Jonesboro Community Garden
Pat Sebo-Hand, Former City Councilmember and Farmers Market Manager, City of Jonesboro
Andrew Simpson, Director of Economic Development, Current Farmers Market Manager, City of 
Jonesboro
Demond Timberlake, Assistant Director of Community Organizing and Operations, Hand Heart and 
Soul Project
Derry Walker, Chief Code Enforcement Officer, City of Jonesboro

ARC PROJECT TEAM:

Kristin Allin, Project Manager
Keri Stevens, Planning Administrator
Samyukth Shenbaga, Project Advisor

FOOD WELL ALLIANCE PROJECT TEAM:

Sarah Brown, Senior Manager of Policy and Planning
Emma Hugonnet, Policy and Planning Coordinator
Kate Conner, Executive Director

PREPARED FOR: PREPARED BY:

6.1.a

Packet Pg. 5

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 C
it

y 
A

g
ri

cu
lt

u
re

 P
la

n
  (

35
84

 :
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 A
g

ri
cu

lt
u

ra
l P

la
n

 P
re

se
n

ta
ti

o
n

)



MISSION

Food Well Alliance provides resources and support to local growers to connect and build 
healthier communities.

VISION

Food Well Alliance’s vision is an equitable, local food ecosystem in which everyone can 
participate and benefit.

WHY CITY AGRICULTURE PLANNING?

Food Well Alliance’s vision is to bring local governments together with growers and their 
communities to ensure that cities incorporate local food and agriculture into their plans for 
development. When municipal leaders and diverse food system stakeholders plan together 
for inclusive policies and projects, growers can provide greater access to locally grown food 

across the city, leading to healthier people, environments, and communities. 

Community Engagement Partner Planning Partner

The City Agriculture Plan initiative was made possible through funding from the James M. 
Cox Foundation. 

5Jonesboro City Agriculture PlanMission and Values4

MISSION

Foster thriving communities for all within the Atlanta region through collaborative, data-
informed planning and investments.

VISION

One Great Region

WHY CITY AGRICULTURE PLANNING?

In its role as the regional planning agency, ARC develops and updates the Atlanta Region’s 
Plan, a long-range blueprint that details investments needed to ensure metro Atlanta’s 
future success and improve the region’s quality of life. As a part of this long-range plan, 
ARC develops a Regional Resource Plan to protect and manage metro Atlanta’s natural and 
cultural resources. City Agriculture Planning aligns with two adopted policies outlined in 
the Regional Resource Plan. Creating and protecting space for urban farms, gardens, and 
orchards fulfills the plan’s objectives to preserve passive greenspaces as well as preserving 

areas for local food production activities.
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7Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan

INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

The City Agriculture Plan program was launched in 2018 to address the major findings of Atlanta’s 
Local Food Baseline Report developed by Food Well Alliance (FWA). This comprehensive review of the 
metro Atlanta regional food system revealed a need for growers and community members to have more 
meaningful participation in the development and implementation of policies and programs affecting 
local food and agriculture. FWA and the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) partnered in 2019 to develop 
the region’s first City Agriculture Plan for the City of East Point, Georgia. After finalizing East Point’s Plan 
in 2021, the program expanded to the City of Alpharetta, GA. In 2022, after considering applications from 
cities across FWA’s five-county service area, ARC and FWA selected the City of Jonesboro to develop the 
region’s third City Agriculture Plan.

Jonesboro’s plan draws upon community priorities and feedback from diverse stakeholders to lay out 
guidelines for integrating local food and agriculture into the City’s policies, programs, and development. 
The Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan intersects with the work of other key local partners to be a framework 
for actions that will strengthen the local food system through collaboration.

What Is A City Agriculture Plan?
A City Agriculture Plan provides a roadmap for a community to achieve its vision of creating a vibrant 
and sustainable local food system over the next five to ten years. A local food system refers to the place-
based relationships between producers, processors, distributors, consumers, and post-consumer 
waste disposal of food. In contrast to conventional food systems, a strong local food system makes 
these ties visible and integrates them to enhance the environmental, economic, social, and nutritional 
health of a community and its residents. A City Agriculture Plan is developed through a collaborative 
process that builds community around local food and agriculture, formalizes a local government's 
commitment to prioritizing health and sustainability, and brings innovative ideas and valuable resources 
to cities. Designing a plan that connects communities and strengthens local food systems takes time, 
collaboration, and investment. The City Agriculture Plan initiative involves a community engagement 
phase led by Food Well Alliance and a traditional planning phase led by ARC, all supported by committed 
city leaders and enthusiastic community members. The plan outlines strategies for achieving these 
priorities including initial steps and recommended partners for implementation. A City Agriculture 
Plan is not meant to be a stand-alone document, but is meant to identify ways in which local food and 
agriculture can be integrated into city plans and programs.
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9Jonesboro City Agriculture PlanIntroduction8

Why Jonesboro?
In the fall of 2022, Food Well Alliance and ARC solicited applications to develop the next City Agriculture 
Plan from the 5-county metro Atlanta region. Five cities across multiple counties applied, but Jonesboro’s 
application was selected due to a number of factors:

	» Strong community engagement with ongoing food and agriculture activity at the Farmers and 
Makers Market and Community Garden.

	» Committed and involved city staff leading efforts to increase opportunities for residents to build 
community around growing food. 

	» Forward-thinking ideas to incorporate food access and intergenerational engagement into the 
city’s development.

How Can Jonesboro Benefit from a City Agriculture Plan?
Jonesboro leadership has long recognized the need for local food and agriculture to become more of 
an integral part of the community. The city, in conjunction with University of Georgia Clayton County 
Extension Office, started the Jonesboro Farmers and Makers Market in 2018 which has continued to 
grow and be a resource and community gathering spot at Lee Street Park. The city also began the 
Jonesboro Community Garden by securing a 50-year land lease with Clayton County. Today the garden 
is run by the dedicated staff of the Jonesboro Police Department and the Community Garden Club. The 
vision of the garden is to create a point of contact and source of healthy food for vulnerable populations 
in the city, especially senior citizens. 

These two resources have shown the potential that a strong long food system could have in driving 
community connection, sustainability, and economic growth in Jonesboro. A City Agriculture Plan will 
encourage cross-sectional partnerships to give more residents the opportunity to grow and access local 
food. 

Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan Community Kickoff Event
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11Jonesboro City Agriculture PlanIntroduction10

Process

JONESBORO CITY 
AGRICULTURE PLAN 
VISION STATEMENT

The Jonesboro Agriculture Plan builds on the 
City of Jonesboro Blueprint by establishing an 
accessible and equitable local food economy. 
Through cultivating resources and growers, 

building partnerships, and creating innovative 
programming, the City of Jonesboro will establish 

community-centered, cooperative production, 
funding, and education to engage residents of all 

generations.  

The City of Jonesboro Agriculture Plan was 
conducted in three phases:

1.	 Community Engagement Phase

2.	 Planning Phase

3.	 Implementation Phase

Food Well Alliance launched the community 
engagement phase of the City Agriculture 
Plan with a kickoff event at the Jonesboro 
Community Garden on Saturday, April 15, 
2023. The event celebrated a new season 
of the Community Garden and introduced 
residents to the City Agriculture Plan process. 
The kickoff was a collaborative effort with 
the City of Jonesboro, the Jonesboro Police 
Department, Food Well Alliance, the Atlanta 
Regional Commission (ARC), and community 
members who attended the event to ready 
the garden for spring planting. Food Well 
Alliance and the ARC also led community 
engagement efforts at existing city events 
and through surveys and focus groups 
to discuss the City Agriculture Plan with 
attendees. 

To lead the planning phase, diverse 
stakeholders were selected to form a 
steering committee, facilitated by ARC and 
Food Well Alliance, which met monthly from 
June to October 2023 using community 
priorities to build strategies for the plan. 
Steering committee members represented 
multiple city departments, community 
members, garden advocates, local non-profit 
organizations and religious organizations.

This document serves as an outcome of 
the first two phases and will guide the City 
of Jonesboro in the implementation phase 
once the plan is adopted by the Jonesboro 
City Council.

FOOD WELL ALLIANCE 
& ARC SELECT 
JONESBORO
DECEMBER 2022

APRIL 2023
KICKOFF EVENT

MARCH - JULY 2023

PHASE I: COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

OCTOBER 2023
FINAL PLAN

JUNE - OCTOBER 2023
PHASE II: PLANNING

NOVEMBER 2023

CITY COUNCIL 
ADOPTION

2024

PHASE III: 
IMPLEMENTATION
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13Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Community engagement is a core tenant of the City Agriculture Plan process and provides the basis for 
the priority areas and recommendations in this document. The City Agriculture Plan is developed using 
a community-driven process that brings together growers, food system advocates, residents, and city 
officials to identify community priorities. The primary goal for this engagement was to create accessible 
opportunities for diverse residents to contribute their thoughts on Jonesboro’s local food system. 

The community engagement process included community asset mapping to identify existing local food 
and agriculture assets along with focus groups, community surveys, and stakeholder interviews to collect 
feedback.

Steering Committee Meeting 
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15Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan14 Introduction

Community Conversations and Outreach

Food Well Alliance hosted four focus groups, or “Community Conversations” that were open to the public as a 
forum for resident input. These events were held on weekend mornings and weekday evenings in accessible 
locations, both indoor and outdoor, for equitable access. FWA and the City of Jonesboro promoted these 
events through social media, email, and the city newsletter as well as on QR flyers and postcards at over 
twenty-five strategic locations around the City.

Food Well Alliance and the Atlanta Regional Commission attended community events to gather input from 
residents regarding their need for healthy foods, education, markets, and other topics.

Community outreach, 6th Annual Clayton County Back to School Block Party; Hand, Heart, and Soul Project event Community Conversations distributed advertisement
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Community Survey

City of Jonesboro

Visit the link below to register or scan the QR code!

www.surveymonkey.com/r/DV388S6

Participate in the City Agriculture Plan process by sharing your 

experience with accessing and growing local food in Jonesboro 

through the community survey. Tell us about your vision for the 

future of Jonesboro's local food system!

17Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan16 Introduction

Community Survey

Resident feedback was also 
solicited through an open 
community survey from March 
through July of 2023. The 
survey was distributed digitally 
via Survey Monkey as well as 
at in-person city events such 
as the St. Patrick’s Day Event 
and Farmers Market and via 
physical QR code flyers and 
postcards posted at over 25 
strategic locations around the 
City. This was a broad survey 
on the ways that residents 
currently access food in their 
community and their vision 
for improving opportunities 
to engage with the local food 
system. Survey feedback was 
provided to steering committee 
members for further discussion 
and insight, which has shaped 
the recommendations contained 
in this plan. Key takeaways from 
the collective survey data are 
summarized on the following 
pages.

Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan community survey distributed flyer
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19Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan18 Introduction

Steering Committee

A steering committee was convened to review the key themes and details that emerged during the 
community engagement phase and generate innovative ideas that would respond to challenges faced 
by residents in accessing and growing food. The steering committee consisted of city staff, leaders from 
local food and agriculture organizations, and residents who met monthly at the Jonesboro City Center 
for meetings facilitated by ARC. City staff from the Police Department, Public Works, Code Enforcement, 
Economic Development, and the City Manager contributed their expertise to discussions about feasible 
action items that could be outlined in the plan.

Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan, Steering Committee

JUNE
Steering Committee 

Meeting 1: 
Introductions

Steering Committee 
Meeting 2: Food Systems 

and Community

JULY

Steering Committee Meeting 5: 
Implementation Strategies and 

Potential Partners

OCTOBER

Steering Committee Meeting 
4: Defining Priorities

SEPTEMBER

Steering Committee 
Meeting 3: Creating the 

Vision

AUGUST
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Stakeholder Interviews

In addition to community input, FWA and ARC also sought feedback from key local organizations to gain 
perspective on integrating recommendations into ongoing work in the area. One-on-one stakeholder 
meetings were held with Make It Village; the Hand, Heart, and Soul Project; UGA Clayton County Extension 
Agriculture and Horticulture departments; the Clayton County Health Department; the Jonesboro Community 
Garden Club President; and UGA Master Gardener Volunteer Program representatives.

Community Asset Mapping

The Community Asset Map represents a collaborative effort of research by FWA and ARC and validation 
from Steering Committee members to identify and map social and physical food system assets in and 
around the city. An extensive list of Jonesboro's assets was compiled across eight categories: farms, 
community gardens, parks and libraries, schools and school gardens, food and agriculture organizations, 
farmers markets, local food and agriculture businesses, and grocery stores. 

Steering Committee Meeting, Asset Map creation process

Through this process, over 
50 community assets were 
identified in the incorporated 
City of Jonesboro and 
surrounding area. The map on 
the following page shows these 
assets by category. The process 
also revealed Clayton County 
and City of Jonesboro owned 
land that could be a valuable 
resource as future growing or 
educational spaces. For a full 
listing of assets, please see the 
accompanying Appendix. 
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23Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan

PLAN STRUCTURE

PLAN STRUCTURE

PRIORITIES & STRATEGIES
Six key themes emerged from the community engagement phase:

1.	 Increasing food access and enabling food sovereignty for Jonesboro residents

2.	 Expanding existing resources such as the community garden and farmers market

3.	  Increasing food education and activities

4.	  Engaging and cultivating new growers

5.	 Supporting current growers

6.	 Increasing communication regarding existing resources

These key themes were the basis for discussion at the two steering committee meetings held in July and 
August 2023. Starting broadly, the steering committee members evaluated data from public outreach 
events and the survey, as well as their own experience in their community, to provide a range of ideas and 
activities that would address the needs expressed by Jonesboro residents. These ideas were condensed 
into the plan priority areas over the two steering committee meetings through group discussion and 
interactive exercises such as a polling mechanism. The four priority areas for Jonesboro’s City Agriculture 
Plan are:

	» Priority A: Equip Current & Beginning Growers

	» Priority B: Increase Equitable Food Access

	» Priority C: Promote Local Food System Opportunities

	» Priority D: Build on City & County Resources

These categories are not mutually exclusive, 
and many recommendations address multiple 
priority areas. Each recommendation includes a 
projected time frame for implementation. Short-
term items are actionable for implementation 
within the next one to two years following plan 
adoption. Long term recommendations can be 
pursued over the next three to five years.

Jonesboro Community Garden greens
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Recommendations Matrix

Priority Area Recommended Strategies Time Frame

Priority A

Equip Current and 
Beginning Growers

A-1 Expand partnerships for youth engagement through 
gardening education Short Term

A-2 Create shared agricultural resources including a 
seed library and tool bank Short Term

A-3 Support the creation of a home-growers cooperative Short Term

A-4 Identify space for a commercial kitchen or value-
added processing facility and examine feasibility Long Term

Priority B

Increase Equitable 
Food Access

B-1 Increase SNAP/WIC enrollment and accept benefits 
at the Farmers Market Short Term

B-2 Expand partnerships to support senior nutrition and 
growing opportunities including the SCOPE program Short Term

B-3 Expand partnerships with faith-based organizations 
and pantries for food distribution Long Term

B-4 Support a fleet of mobile markets Long Term

B-5 Create a free/take-what-you-need community stand 
at the Farmers Market Long Term

Priority C

Promote Local 
Food System 
Opportunities 

C-1 Increase gardening education opportunities Short Term

C-2 Offer classes on cooking and preserving food Short Term

C-3 Improve communications on current and future local 
food system assets and opportunities Long Term

C-4 Increase local food and agriculture events Long Term

Priority D

Build on City and 
County Resources

D-1 Host a seedling sale at the Community Garden to 
boost revenue and provide a resource for growers Short Term

D-2
Enhance the Farmers Market offerings by attracting 
more produce and food vendors with improved 
outreach and incentives

Short Term

D-3 Install a food forest on city-owned land and promote 
other edible landscaping Short Term

D-4 Invest in infrastructure at the Community Garden to 
expand resource offerings Long Term

D-5 Expand community gardens in the City of Jonesboro Long Term

Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan Kickoff Event, Jonesboro Community Garden
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27Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan

BASELINE CONDITIONS FOR A 

STRONG LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM

BASELINE CONDITIONS FOR A STRONG 
LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM

In order to foster a thriving local food system and enhance access to local foods, the City of Jonesboro 
and Clayton County must establish a supportive policy environment and leverage engaged partnerships.  

A supportive policy environment includes one where policies, laws and regulations at the city and 
county level support strong local food systems. Supportive policy will enable collaboration between 
the city, county, and plan partners through open communication, access to funding and financing, and 
community outreach and engagement. City assets including available land, building resources, and staff 
support can enable partners to advance the City Agriculture Plan. The goals of the City Agriculture Plan 
should be incorporated into future planning efforts so that updates to the Jonesboro Blueprint, the 
Downtown Jonesboro Community Transformation Concept Plan, and Comprehensive Plan Updates can 
seamlessly incorporate goals of the City Agriculture Plan into Jonesboro’s overarching community goals. 

Seedlings, FWA
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29Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan28 Plan Structure

Examples of supportive policies might include:
	» City incentives for new food services and independent businesses within developments;

	» Creating physical connections between people and resources through edible plantings and 
beautification;

	» Creating effective outreach and communications for food-related activities and opportunities in 
collaboration with partners;

	» Utilizing school partnerships to revitalizing efforts to establish youth gardens and implement food 
education programs;

	» Incorporating growing space and greenspace into new paths, beside new walkways, and within 
developments.

A central principle of the plan is to advance equity through food justice and food sovereignty. Financial 
resources and staff time are critical to advancing these goals without straining the capacity of 
implementation partners. The City of Jonesboro can play a pivotal role by supporting partners through 
grant applications, assisting in data collection and sharing, facilitating land or building leases, and 
allocating city funds to initiatives outlined in the plan.

A second key component of a thriving local food system is engaged partnerships between the City of 
Jonesboro and identified organizations whose missions align with plan recommendations. Partners can 
extend the reach of the local government by taking on the goals and objectives of the City of Jonesboro that 
lie beyond the expertise, capabilities, or time commitment of local officials. The Jonesboro City Agriculture 
Plan identifies local partners who can help carry out the plan’s recommendations. These partners have been 
identified through their experience in the industry, shared vision and values, access to area resident networks, 
and innovative programs that will better the environment for food education, access, and community 
participation. The City of Jonesboro can support plan implementation partners by facilitating engagement 
with the partners identified in the City Agriculture Plan; establishing clear and consistent communication 
to ensure the city and partners’ goals are aligned; and by continuing to encourage their added value and 
contribution to the plan implementation. A regular schedule for meetings and feedback will help keep 
programs and communications on track.

Jonesboro Chief of Police Tommy Henderson, speaking at the Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan Kickoff Event
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JONESBORO IMPLEMENTATION PARTNERS

Organization Mission & Key Local Food System Work 

Arts Clayton
The mission of Arts Clayton is to enrich lives through the arts. They currently offer 
summer camps, classes, and community gathering space suitable for educational 
opportunities.

Clayton County 
Public Schools

CCPS is the 5th largest school district in Georgia committed to serving over 50,000 
diverse students just south of metro Atlanta, including the City of Jonesboro. 

First Baptist 
Jonesboro

FBJ was founded in 1825 and has served the community with its ministry for over 
190 years including emergency food distribution and service at the Fig Tree Cafe 
and Magnolia House and Garden.

Hand, Heart, 
and Soul 
Project

Hand, Heart, and Soul Project is a not for profit organization that seeks to nurture, 
celebrate, and advance the needs of the people they serve by creating equitable 
access to quality educational, nutritional, and community resources. With a 
focus on educating young minds and preparing them for future leadership, their 
programs include:

	» Farm to Early Care and Education

	» Farmers to Families

	» Little Lions Farm Stand

	» Garden stewardship

	» Policymaker education and advocacy

Jonesboro 
Community 
Garden Club

The Community Garden Club of Jonesboro is a collective group of citizens, City 
officials, and friends coming together for the purpose of growing together at the 
Jonesboro Community Garden. The Club manages garden administration and 
programming. 

Jonesboro 
Farmers and 

Makers Market

The Jonesboro market is hosted by the City every Saturday from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
at Lee Street Park from May - September to connect local growers and makers with 
community residents. 

Leveraging engaged partnerships and supporting ongoing work by local stakeholders is integral to the 
City Agriculture Plan framework. Below are some of the key organizations that FWA and ARC identified 
as potential implementation partners for strategies within this Plan. Suggestions for lead and support 
partners are included in each strategic recommendation. 

Organization Mission & Key Local Food System Work 

Jonesboro 
First United 
Methodist 

Church

Jonesboro First UMC serves the community through a food co-op program, other 
emergency food distribution, and connection with local health clinics and other 
programs. 

Make It Village

Make It Village was founded to motivate and unify the community by providing 
access to stimulating educational STEAAM opportunities.
Their future Jonesboro Campus, Harvest Urban Village, will be a space to create 
art, take cooking classes, and learn more about sustainable community gardening 
in a proven environment.

Master 
Gardener 
Extension 
Volunteer 
Program

The purpose of the Georgia MGEV program is to assist UGA Extension in providing 
unbiased horticultural information through volunteer community service and 
consumer horticulture programming. The mission of the MGEV program and that of 
Extension is to connect the community with research-based, unbiased information.

UGA Clayton 
County 

Extension

Clayton County Cooperative Extension extends lifelong learning to county residents 
through unbiased, research-based education in agriculture, the environment, 
communities, youth, and families.
Their goal is to help Clayton County residents become healthier, more productive, 
financially independent and environmentally responsible. Clayton County Extension 
agents stay in touch with issues relevant to people in the county.
The Jonesboro Extension office offers soil, plant, and water analysis and holds an 
annual plant sale for the community.

4-H Youth 
Development 

Georgia 4-H has a mission to assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing 
life skills and forming attitudes that will enable them to become self-directing, 
productive and contributing members of society. This mission is accomplished 
through hands-on learning experiences and a focus on agricultural and 
environmental issues, agriculture awareness, leadership, communication skills, 
foods and nutrition, health, energy conservation and citizenship. 
4-H offers clubs centered around cooking, gardening, and community, as well as 
summer camp programs to engage local youth.
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33Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan

PRIORITY A: EQUIP CURRENT 

AND BEGINNING GROWERS

PRIORITY A: EQUIP CURRENT AND 
BEGINNING GROWERS

Through the community conversations and survey, Jonesboro community members identified the need 
to support both existing and new growers through expanded programs and as means of increasing 
equitable food access in Jonesboro. The recommendations in this section aim to bolster the current 
grower community in Jonesboro and create new opportunities for potential growers by cultivating a 
culture of inclusion and accessibility. These recommendations will also address solutions to areas of 
growth identified by residents and stakeholders during the community engagement phase such as the 
need for a more connected home growers network, youth gardening programs, and a value-added 
processing facility like a community kitchen.

Equipping current and beginning 
growers means building upon the 
community that Jonesboro has already 
established. Working to strengthen 
these connections by increasing 
capacity within the growing community 
through access to growing resources, 
land, and knowledge, will help reduce 
barriers faced by potential and existing 
growers. Equipping growers with 
resources and education will create 
sustainable solutions and support 
residents’ agency and ability to grow 
fresh produce within their community. 

City Councilmember Alfred Dixon, Jonesboro Community Garden
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35Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan34 Priority A

SHORT-TERM STRATEGIES

During the community engagement phase, residents supported incorporating agriculture and gardening 
programming into schools and other youth spaces such as summer camps. Gardening education for 
children can help cultivate a new generation of growers and empower students from early childhood 
through high school. The Hand, Heart, and Soul Project (HHSP), is a not-for-profit organization that 
provides children and families access to nutrient-dense foods and works with early childhood education 
programs to develop holistic programs focused on health, wellness, nutrition, and education. Currently 
they implement early childhood education (ECE) curricula in five learning centers within Clayton County. 
In a USDA grant funded report published in 2022, HHSP found that nearly all teachers were ready to 
implement nutrition education through Farm-to-ECE best practices.

Expanding education programming into elementary and secondary schools within Jonesboro would 
address food insecurity through community efforts, empower families and students to build skills, and 
develop strategic partnerships between parents, schools, and community organizations. The City of 
Jonesboro could create a pilot program at Lee Street Elementary, Fayetteville Elementary, or Arnold 
Elementary. 

By partnering with HHSP, curricula can be adapted and implemented at developmentally appropriate 
levels alongside school leadership. Make-It-Village, a local STEAAM, agriculture, and arts collective 
based in Jonesboro, has been working to pilot an agriculture education program at Michelle Obama 
STEM Academy. HHSP and Make-It-Village have both agreed to assist in the creation of a gardening 
curriculum to be piloted in one of the identified elementary schools within Jonesboro. Initial steps 
would include identifying a teacher-leader at a school to work collaboratively with school leadership and 
external partners.

RECOMMENDATION A-1: 
Expand partnerships for youth engagement through gardening education.

RECOMMENDATION A-1: 
Expand partnerships for youth engagement through gardening education.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Equip Current & Beginning Growers
	» Increase Equitable Food Access

	» Expanding Growing Spaces in Jonesboro

	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project

	» Make It Village

	» UGA Clayton County Extension

	» 4-H Youth Development

	» Master Gardener Volunteer Program

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» City of Jonesboro
	» Clayton County Public Schools

	» Connect with 4-H Youth Development 
program director at UGA Extension

	» Identify pilot school with supportive 
teacher-leader

	» Develop pilot curriculum alongside Hand, 
Heart, and Soul Project and Make It 
Village

	» Acta Non Verba is one example of what youth garden education programs through an external 
partner might look like. Acta Non Verba is an organization based out of Oakland, CA that 
incorporates youth programming into areas of low-income and food access. Their programming 
is targeted towards beginner youth growers who might not have had access to green, healthy, 
growing spaces. They offer summer camps, after-school programming, and monthly farm trips 
to help grow youth into well rounded citizens. Their after school programming is offered through 
partnerships with local elementary schools in the area.

Shorter term opportunities for expanding youth 
education options could involve partnering with the 
Jonesboro Community Garden and Master Gardener 
Program to create targeted programming for youth 
as a part of their monthly gardening education series 
(see Recommendation C-2). Additionally, the City of 
Jonesboro can utilize connections with the University 
of Georgia Clayton County Extension Office and the 4-H 
Youth Development program. Expanding relationships 
between the city and extension office would increase 
opportunities to engage more local youth in current 
opportunities in the region.

Youth gardening at Jonesboro Community Garden (right)
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Seedlings, FWA
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A seed library benefits both community growers and the local ecosystem by contributing to the genetic 
diversity of plants grown in the area, encouraging growers to plant native varieties year after year, and 
reducing costs for seeds and plant starts. A seed library promotes a culture of sharing, community 
resilience, and strengthens education about plant varieties. 

A seed library in Jonesboro could operate similarly to a traditional book library. Users would “check out” 
a packet of seeds and return them after the season. Once users raised their own plants and gathered 
seeds from their harvest, they would add them to the library collection. Under this model, the seed 
library would be a self-sustaining, community-driven entity. 

Currently there is a seed library at Battle Creek Library in Jonesboro. Expanding the current seed library 
into at least two other locations, such as the Jonesboro Community Garden or Lee Street Elementary, 
would increase equitable access to growing resources. Expansion costs would include funds for the 
initial seed packet supply, an organized box or cabinet, and marketing materials. Developers could 
work alongside the UGA Clayton County Extension Office and Master Gardener Volunteers to identify 
appropriate seed varieties and sources.

RECOMMENDATION A-2: 
Create shared agricultural resources including a seed library and tool bank.

RECOMMENDATION A-2: 
Create shared agricultural resources including a seed library and tool bank.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Equip Current & Beginning Growers
	» Build on City and County Resources

	» Increase Equitable Food Access

	» City of Jonesboro, Department of Public 
Works

	» Battle Creek Library

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» UGA Clayton County Extension 	» Master Garden Volunteer Program

	» Identify locations for expanded seed library and tool bank

	» Develop administration and management structure

	» Obtain tools and seeds

	» Develop training schedule for tool library usage

	» Develop marketing materials to increase community awareness and participation

	» The Hickory Flat Library in Cherokee County, GA hosts a seed library. Renting from the library 
requires members to fill out a membership form before they are allowed to choose from 
the wide selection donated by master gardeners in the area, and local seed companies. The 
library is organized based on types of plant, and ease of growing to increase accessibility 
for all levels of growers. The motivation to create the library was to help gardeners in 
the area learn about seed saving, promote biodiversity, and expand the practice of seed 
libraries to the state of Georgia. The library was opened and maintained in conjunction with 
the University of Georgia Extension Office in Cherokee County and library staff. 

A tool bank would operate similarly and work to 
cultivate principles of sharing, accessibility, trust, 
and community building. The presence of a tool 
bank in Jonesboro would encourage home growing 
projects that may not have been possible otherwise 
due to lack of resources. The tool bank could be 
hosted at the community garden in a shed with a 
coded lock and a check-out system similar to a 
library. Loan terms would be based on tool varieties 
and would be managed by the community garden 
administration. The initial start-up costs could be 
higher than that of a seed library, due to acquiring 
multiple tools to be used and having storage built to 
contain the inventory, but could be offset by a local 
tool drive. Instruction on proper tool usage would 
ensure longevity of the inventory. Depending on the 
types of tools, renting may require safety training 
and/or liability waivers. Training and education 
would also serve as marketing and help promote 
the existence of the program.
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According to the community survey, over 58% of respondents reported growing food at home, and an 
additional 33% of respondents expressed the need for a home-growers cooperative network to support 
their capacity and foster community. The cooperative could be a resource for knowledge sharing, offering 
assistance in starting garden beds, sharing seedlings, exchanging harvests, discussing best practices, 
and advertising local food events and activities within the City of Jonesboro and surrounding community.

A home-growers cooperative in Jonesboro could be both a digital and physical space. Creating an online 
community that is centralized, accessible, inclusive, and easily navigated would help new and current 
growers feel empowered with knowledge and support to grow their own food. A digital space would 
include a younger audience and create intergenerational connections within the community. The home-
growers cooperative could be piloted by members of the Jonesboro Community Garden, and identified 
home-growers in the area. The online space should be established collectively among initial members. 
Potential websites include Facebook, Reddit, or an independently created free website via WordPress or Wix. 

RECOMMENDATION A-3: 
Support the creation of a home-growers cooperative.

RECOMMENDATION A-3: 
Support the creation of a home-growers cooperative.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Equip Current & Beginning Growers
	» Increase Equitable Food Access

	» Promote Local Food System Opportunities

	» UGA Clayton County Extension

	» Master Gardener Volunteer Program

	» City of Jonesboro

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» Local religious organizations 	» Community Garden participants

	» Identify leadership and potential founding members to begin network

	» Identify and build out platforms for communication

	» Identify funding for initial supplies needed

	» Create marketing materials and campaign to increase community participation

	» Coordinate with the City of Jonesboro for a space at the Farmers and Makers Market

	» According to the Oregon State University Extension Office, belonging to an agricultural organization 
has multiple benefits. Potential benefits include increased business networking and marketing 
opportunities, improved relationships among other growers, advocacy for issues, and increased 
opportunities for educational programming and connection with other growers. Agricultural 
organizations, such as a home-growers cooperative, would increase modes of communication 
among growers in the area, and be tailored to serve Jonesboro residents and community garden 
members. An example of an agricultural organization is Keep Growing Detroit. Keep Growing Detroit 
is a local cooperative which assists urban growers in the Detroit Metropolitan area by providing them 
with high quality resources for their growing operations. Staff also provides technical assistance 
for growers. The home-growers cooperative in Jonesboro would be able to provide similar services 
through knowledge sharing, resource sharing, and community support. 

In addition to an online forum, a physical space 
for the home-growers co-op could be established 
at the Jonesboro Farmers and Makers Market. A 
dedicated booth at the market could be a space to 
sell excess produce and market the cooperative 
itself. Over 40% of survey respondents expressed 
the need for more local food offerings and 
expanding the offerings at the current farmers 
market. By establishing a home-growers booth 
at the farmers market, it would provide an 
additional fresh produce, allow growers to have 
an alternative source of income, and contribute 
to the creation of a wider growing community in 
Jonesboro. A home-growers cooperative could 
be expanded through new and existing volunteers 
to the Master Gardener Program and the 4-H 
Youth Development Program, offered through 
the UGA Clayton County Extension. The Master 
Gardener Volunteer Program seeks to expand its 
members, who must maintain volunteer hours 
annually in the community through project 
assistance and education. 
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Commercial kitchen
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LONG-TERM STRATEGIES

During the community engagement and planning phases, residents expressed interest in the use of a 
commercial kitchen to produce value-added goods and prepared food products. Additionally, residents 
expressed a strong interest in cooking classes. This facility could function as a space for education, health 
and wellness programming, and small business opportunities.  Exploring the feasibility of a commercial 
kitchen space would help provide an in-depth blueprint for development and future implementation. A 
commercial kitchen would provide the space and opportunity for vendors at the Farmers and Makers 
Market to preserve or prepare food to be sold while adhering to state licensing requirements. Residents 
in Jonesboro have reported purchasing fresh produce, but are interested in learning more about how to 
prepare it. A commercial kitchen would provide space for educational opportunities about preparing and 
cooking fresh produce. 

The first step in implementing this recommendation is to identify existing commercial kitchens 
in Jonesboro. There is currently a commercial kitchen space located in Douglas High School which 
could potentially be used to accommodate more in-depth programming and rental capacity for small 
businesses and independent growers. Other facilities that have commercial kitchen space include First 
Baptist Church and First United Methodist Church. Make It Village is currently constructing their Urban 
Village within Jonesboro which would have a commercial kitchen space on their property for potential 
use by city residents. The kitchen could potentially build upon the “Produce Powerhouse Party” series, 
an online program hosted by the University of Georgia Extension Office which focuses on purchasing and 
preparing fresh produce. Make It Village, UGA Extension Office, and Hand, Heart, and Soul Project could 
be potential leaders in curating public classes on cooking and preserving homegrown food.

RECOMMENDATION A-4: 
Identify space for a commercial kitchen or value-added processing facility and 
explore feasibility.

RECOMMENDATION A-4: 
Identify space for a commercial kitchen or value-added processing facility and 
explore feasibility.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

	» Equip Current & Beginning Growers
	» Increase Equitable Food Access

	» Promote Local Food System Opportunities

	» Build Upon City and County Resources

	» City of Jonesboro

	» Make It Village

	» Jonesboro Farmers Market

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project

	» First Baptist Church

	» First United Methodist Church

	» Identify potential spaces for a pilot commercial kitchen program at schools, religious 
organizations such as the First United Methodist Church and First Baptist Church, or City-
owned buildings

	» Market use of existing kitchen space and analyze interest from potential clients

	» Use data to determine need for a feasibility study for a dedicated commercial kitchen and 
education space

A feasibility study would need to explore zoning requirements 
within the City of Jonesboro or Clayton County, ownership 
agreements which may include a memorandum of 
understanding or a lease agreement, and business 
considerations such as start-up and maintenance costs. The 
City of Jonesboro could initiate a request for proposals (RFP) 
to pinpoint a suitable research and business development 
partner. The study, designed to include insights from the 
target audience, including home-growers, farmers market 
vendors, and program coordinators for a cooking series, would 
consider regulatory compliance needs, including licensing 
requirements, zoning laws, and health and safety standards. 
Additionally, it would explore operational considerations 
such as maintenance, management, and security measures.

6.1.a

Packet Pg. 24

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 C
it

y 
A

g
ri

cu
lt

u
re

 P
la

n
  (

35
84

 :
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 A
g

ri
cu

lt
u

ra
l P

la
n

 P
re

se
n

ta
ti

o
n

)



43Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan

PRIORITY B: INCREASE 

EQUITABLE FOOD ACCESS

PRIORITY B: INCREASE EQUITABLE 
FOOD ACCESS

Jonesboro residents and steering committee members identified building equitable food access and 
food security into the plan’s goals as a top priority. Meeting the goal of food access and food security 
will ensure Jonesboro community members have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe, and 
nutritious food at all times to meet their dietary needs and food preferences in order to lead a healthy 
and active life1. 

1.	FAO, 2006

Farmers Market, FWA
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Food Justice and Food Sovereignty

Residents highlighted the need to go beyond increased access to create a shared understanding of how a 
thriving local food system also embeds food justice and food sovereignty, and to incorporated these themes 
into the report to reflect the city’s values. Food justice moves to eliminate disparities in food access caused 
by systemic problems of race, gender, politics, and socioeconomic disparities2. Food sovereignty embraces 
the rights of people not only to have access to healthy and culturally appropriate foods but to define their 
own food and agriculture systems. Food sovereignty initiatives place the needs of those who produce, 
distribute, and consume at the center of food systems and policies, rather than the demands of markets and 
corporations3. The concept of food sovereignty is defined by the United Nations and includes localized food 
systems, local control that rejects privatization and commodification of food, respecting local ecosystems and 
shared knowledge of agricultural practices, and prioritizing small-scale agriculture and resilience within its Six 
Pillars of Food Sovereignty4.

The recommendations in this section seek to strengthen collaborative, community-based solutions to issues 
of food access that center and empower residents and growers.

2.	Food Justice in US and Global Contexts, 2017
3.	 Food Justice in US and Global Contexts, 2017
4.	 Food Secure Canada, 2012

Farmers Market, FWA
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 5-year ACS Data, 2021

The map below indicates the percentage of Jonesboro's population who are below the federal poverty level,  
as determined by the U.S. Census Bureau in 2021. The census tract that borders the west side of the city has the 
highest poverty rate at between 30% and 42.7% of the population.  North of the city is also a higher poverty 
rate of between 20% and 30% of the population.  The majority of Jonesboro's population has between 10% 
and 20% of residents that are at or below the federal poverty level.
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SHORT-TERM STRATEGIES

The Jonesboro Farmers Market is hosted by the city and held each Saturday from May-September at Lee 
Street Park. Residents who participated in community surveys and focus groups all expressed that the 
number of fresh produce vendors at the Farmers Market is limited. This plan acknowledges the need to 
expand the presence of local produce and aims to incorporate more local food vendors into the current 
farmers market through partnerships with farmers, the creation of a home grower’s cooperative, and 
the development of a commercial kitchen space. 

To increase access to fresh, locally grown food for families and individuals receiving federal nutrition 
benefits, the City of Jonesboro can enroll in a program which would double SNAP/EBT dollars at the 
farmers market. Wholesome Wave Georgia is a non-profit organization dedicated to increasing access 
to fresh, healthy, local food for all Georgians. Through the Georgia Fresh for Less program, Wholesome 
Wave Georgia matches SNAP/EBT dollars spent on fresh produce at farmers markets. The program 
would connect low-income families to fresh, local produce while also making it clear that they are 
welcome at the Jonesboro Farmers Market and increase an overall sense of community.

RECOMMENDATION B-1: 
Increase SNAP/WIC enrollment and accept benefits at the Farmers Market.

RECOMMENDATION B-1: 
Increase SNAP/WIC enrollment and accept benefits at the Farmers Market.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Increase Equitable Food Access 	» Build on City and County Resources

	» Wholesome Wave Georgia 	» Jonesboro Farmers and Makers Market

	» City of Jonesboro 	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project

	» Coordinate with Wholesome Wave Georgia to explore expanding Fresh for Less program to 
Jonesboro Farmers and Makers Market

	» Wholesome Wave Georgia currently partners with 37 metro Atlanta markets for their Fresh 
for Less program, including two sites facilitated by the Hand, Heart, and Soul Project - the 
Little Ones Learning Center Farm Stand and the Unity Farm Stand and Market. Jonesboro 
should coordinate with these local partners to glean best practices for accepting and 
leveraging EBT benefits at the market. Wholesome Wave Georgia’s 2016 customer survey 
showed that this program helped 80% of shoppers increase their daily servings of fresh 
fruits and vegetables. It also helps to boost produce sales, supporting and encouraging 
additional farmer vendors at the market and contributing to the local economy. 

SNAP and WIC company logos
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Supporting and increasing access to local food for seniors is an important aspect of this plan. Jonesboro 
community survey respondents tended to skew older, with 85% of participants being over the age of 40, 
and 39% of residents being over the age of 50. Respondents indicated the need for accessible gardening 
spaces for older residents, volunteers or youth programs to help facilitate care and creation of garden 
boxes, and an overall interest in wanting increased access to fresh, local produce. These types of 
programs would increase physical and mental well being for senior residents and provide opportunities 
for intergenerational cooperation. 

The City of Jonesboro Police Department currently operates the SCOPE program, Senior Citizens 
Outreach Plus Engagement. This program uniquely benefits the senior community by providing social 
interaction through wellness checks paired with needed resources including fresh produce from the 
Jonesboro Community Garden. As of 2023, the program serves approximately 17 participants. The 
SCOPE program primarily serves senior homeowners, and the donated food is grown by both home 
growers and at the Jonesboro Community Garden. The SCOPE program can be expanded by increasing 
individual enrollment and by partnering with existing hubs for senior activity including the Battle Creek 
Senior Center, Charles Griswell Senior Center, and HearthSide Jonesboro, a 55+ community. 

RECOMMENDATION B-2: 
Expand partnerships to support senior nutrition and growing opportunities including 
the SCOPE program.

RECOMMENDATION B-2: 
Expand partnerships to support senior nutrition and growing opportunities including 
the SCOPE program.

ADDRESSES

	» Increase Equitable Food Access
	» Build on City and County Resources

	» Promote Local Food System Opportunities

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» UGA Clayton County Extension

	» Master Gardener Volunteer Program

	» Make It Village

	» Identify current growing capacity for donations including at the expanded SCOPE space at 
the Jonesboro Community Garden, through the home growers cooperative network, and 
other partners 

	» Use capacity determinations to target expanded enrollment from individuals 

	» Advertise program at senior centers to gauge additional needs for senior nutrition services

	» Consider adding gardens at senior centers and the new senior residence facility in Jonesboro

	» UGA Extension Cherokee County utilizes the expertise and volunteer commitment of their 
Master Gardeners program to help maintain a community garden at the Cherokee County 
Senior Center. The space hosts over 30 accessible raised beds that rent for $20 per year to 
allow for two season warm and cold growing. This could be a model for expanding senior 
gardening and produce accessibility by adding growing spaces with dedicated service from 
UGA Extension and knowledgeable gardeners to Jonesboro area senior centers. 

Expansion of this program will 
require increased capacity 
from the Police Department 
staff and additional resources 
such as a refrigerated truck 
or produce holding space 
and new distribution partners 
and volunteers should be 
considered.

Community Garden Club President Mary Bruce, Jonesboro Community Garden
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LONG-TERM STRATEGIES

A variety of organizations in Jonesboro distribute food for those who need it, including local food pantries 
and religious organizations. During the community engagement process, stakeholders indicated the 
need for a centralized location to list the organizations that distribute meals or provide mobile markets, 
and when these services are available. For example, Eat Rite Atlanta offers a mobile farmers market 
with wholesale foods periodically at Kaiser Permanente Southwood Comprehensive Medical Center. 
This is a way for local residents to buy fresh vegetables at a discounted cost. The county also operates 
the Clayton Community Garden behind the Clayton Community Center. The Salvation Army and Diving 
Faith Ministries International both operate food pastries in the greater Jonesboro area. A first step is to 
identify all area organizations who serve and distribute meals, and then to create and maintain these 
resources in a centralized location. Information should be hosted by the City of Jonesboro for residents 
and community members to access. 

RECOMMENDATION B-3: 
Expand partnerships with faith-based organizations and pantries for food 
distribution.

RECOMMENDATION B-3: 
Expand partnerships with faith-based organizations and pantries for food 
distribution.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Increase Equitable Food Access

	» City of Jonesboro

	» Make It Village

	» First Baptist Jonesboro

	» Jonesboro First United Methodist Church 

	» Identify local food pantries and faith-based organizations who lead food and meal 
distributions 

	» Create listing of resources for food access webpage on City of Jonesboro site to increase 
community awareness

	» Clayton State University offers a list of food pantries on its website: Family Resources Food 
Pantries - Clayton State University. FoodPantries.Org set up a directory of Food Banks, 
Soup Kitchens, and non-profit organizations committed to fighting hunger. Information is 
collected through form submissions on the website. 

	» Jonesboro GA Food Pantries | Jonesboro Georgia Food Pantries, Food Banks, Soup 
Kitchens. 

Food distribution facility, FWA

6.1.a

Packet Pg. 29

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 C
it

y 
A

g
ri

cu
lt

u
re

 P
la

n
  (

35
84

 :
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 A
g

ri
cu

lt
u

ra
l P

la
n

 P
re

se
n

ta
ti

o
n

)

http://Family Resources Food Pantries - Clayton State University
http://Family Resources Food Pantries - Clayton State University
http://FoodPantries.Org
http://Jonesboro GA Food Pantries
http://Jonesboro Georgia Food Pantries, Food Banks, Soup Kitchens. 
http://Jonesboro Georgia Food Pantries, Food Banks, Soup Kitchens. 
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Current food distribution and access points in Jonesboro are place-based and time-bound, making it 
difficult for some residents without access to reliable transportation or flexible schedules to utilize them. 
Mobile markets would be a flexible solution that could bring fresh, healthy food options to locations best 
positioned to serve the Jonesboro community at optimal times. Enabling mobile markets to distribute 
food in Jonesboro will help food access throughout the city. The City of Jonesboro will need to identify 
spaces where mobile markets can travel and be stationed. Jonesboro currently allows food trucks in 
limited locations, and a zoning review will be needed to ensure mobile markets are allowed increased 
location and time access to distribute.

Make It Village plans to distribute food in the community through a fleet of mobile markets in the next 
3 years, making them a key infrastructure partner in increasing flexible food access points. Local food 
sourcing and farmer partnerships should be a key element of this program development to make the 
local mobile markets an additional entrepreneurial opportunity and support for Jonesboro area growers. 

RECOMMENDATION B-4: 
Support a fleet of mobile markets.

RECOMMENDATION B-4: 
Support a fleet of mobile markets.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Increase Equitable Food Access 	» Build on City and County Resources

	» City of Jonesboro 	» Make It Village

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» Atlanta Harvest

	» UGA Extension Clayton County 

	» Identify lead infrastructure partner for use of mobile market vehicles 

	» Identify key spaces for mobile markets that best reach the community and confirm zoning 
variance needs

	» Reach out to grower partners for hyper-local sourcing from Jonesboro area gardens and 
farms 

	» Design a marketing campaign to ensure community awareness 

	» Pilot one mobile market route and document learnings 

	» UGA Extension Fulton County runs the Fulton Fresh program that incorporates nutrition 
education programming with a Mobile Market. The Market runs seasonally and makes 
multiple coordinated stops throughout the county on a weekly basis. Attendees have the 
option to participate in nutrition education classes and cooking demonstrations as well 
as get a free bag of in-season produce. Jonesboro should look to this model as a way to 
incorporate community engagement into a mobile market model and offer free as well as 
for-sale food options. 

Food Share mobile market
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Community members and the steering committee emphasized the need for the City Agriculture Plan to 
increase equitable access to fresh, healthy foods for all residents of Jonesboro. In Jonesboro, 38.3% of 
residents had an income below the poverty level in 2021, which was 63.4% greater than the poverty level 
of 14.0% across the entire state of Georgia according to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

Barriers to food access for those experiencing poverty and many more residents that aren’t captured in 
these statistics are structural, physical, and financial. Community-based solutions outside of traditional 
food system structures or charity models are an important component of meeting food access needs 
in the long term. A free/take-what-you-need community food stand at the Jonesboro Farmers and 
Makers Market and/or Jonesboro Community Garden can be an additional local food access resource 
and community building effort. As growing efforts increase within the city through new and expanded 
gardens and increasing number of home growers, excess food can be coordinated for distribution at this 
stand to support residents in need.  

RECOMMENDATION B-5: 
Create a free / take-what-you-need community stand at the Jonesboro Farmers and 
Makers Market.

RECOMMENDATION B-5: 
Create a free / take-what-you-need community stand at the Jonesboro Farmers and 
Makers Market.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Increase Equitable Food Access 	» Build on City and County Resources

	» Jonesboro Farmers and Makers Market

	» City of Jonesboro; Jonesboro Community 
Garden

	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project

	» Local faith-based organizations, local food 
pantries

	» Future Jonesboro home growers cooperative

	» Identify organizations already participating in food distribution in Jonesboro 

	» Embed community provision in the tenants of the proposed home growers cooperative 

	» Identify organizational lead or volunteer team to staff weekly stand

	» Coordinate distribution of excess food through a weekly stand

	» Community Farmers Markets, a local farmers market management non-profit, partners 
with Atlanta-based food cooperative, Urban Recipe to provide free, shelf-stable food at five 
MARTA Market locations each week. Customers have the opportunity to take additional 
pantry items to supplement their market purchases. Management of this free/take-what-
you-need component of these five markets should be examined as a model for incorporating 
something similar at Jonesboro locations. 

Farmers Market Image, FWA
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PRIORITY C: PROMOTE LOCAL 

FOOD SYSTEM OPPORTUNITIES

PRIORITY C: PROMOTE LOCAL FOOD 
SYSTEM OPPORTUNITIES

Jonesboro community members expressed the desire to promote new local food system opportunities 
and to increase communications for existing programs. Over 47% of community engagement participants 
expressed the need for better marketing when it comes to highlighting the local food system opportunities 
that Jonesboro has to offer. Public participation at Hand, Heart, and Soul Project’s 6th Annual Clayton 
County Block Party revealed the desire for more cooking classes, opportunities to learn how to grow food, 
and healthier grocery options. Currently, the city operates a Community Garden, a seasonal Farmer and 
Makers Market, and classes led by the University of Georgia Clayton County Extension office to educate 
residents about procuring, storing, and preparing fresh produce. This is in addition to other events, 
educational opportunities, and food distributions held by local organizations that residents could better 
participate in with increased marketing and awareness. There is a pressing need for comprehensive 
communication channels within the community and opportunities to enhance and expand upon current 
programming. 

The subsequent recommendations aim to address the identified gaps and highlight opportunities outlined 
during the community engagement phase. Education opportunities, events, and resources discussed in 
this recommendation leverage existing programming in the area. Ultimately, these recommendations 
aim to create a more vibrant, connected, and informed community in Jonesboro, where the local food 
system is celebrated and accessible to all.

Food education, FWA
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SHORT-TERM STRATEGIES

The Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan can build upon existing gardening education opportunities and 
create new ones by leveraging partnerships. The UGA Clayton County Extension’s Master Gardener 
Volunteer Program offers garden education for adults and for youth via the Extension’s 4-H Program. 
For example, the Master Gardener program recently offered a gardening education program at Stately 
Oaks in Jonesboro and created signage to identify plants. Extension is working to expand the number 
of Master Gardeners in Clayton County as the annual volunteer requirements for the program can 
support expanded plantings and community education opportunities throughout the year. Extension 
could provide guest lecturers to programs such as the Jonesboro Community Garden “Learn & Grow” 
gardening education classes which they aim to make into a monthly series. 

The Jonesboro Community Garden has identified classroom space needs to expand education 
opportunities. They currently have seed funding from the City of Jonesboro for a gazebo that could serve 
to create a small classroom space, or could be leveraged to create a larger pavilion space. Existing 
underutilized buildings or local churches, such as First Baptist and First United Methodist, may offer 
other classroom options. Potential partners, such as the Hand, Heart, and Soul Project and Make It 
Village, already include education as key offerings for their programming. Collaboration will be key to 
increasing gardening education opportunities.

RECOMMENDATION C-1: 
Increase gardening education opportunities.

RECOMMENDATION C-1: 
Increase gardening education opportunities.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Promote Local Food System Opportunities
	» Build on City & County Resources

	» Equip Current & Beginning Growers

	» City of Jonesboro

	» UGA Clayton County Extension

	» Master Gardener Volunteer Program

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project

	» Make It Village

	» Local religious organizations, Schools, 
senior centers

	» Identify spaces for classroom and outdoor education

	» Collaboratively develop curriculum and class schedule

	» Identify community outreach strategies to promote participation

	» UGA Extension Office Cooking Classes

	» The Atlanta Botanical Garden offers continuing education that changes according to 
seasons and includes all age groups and abilities. Atlanta Botanical Garden | Classes & 
Education (atlantabg.org)

Outdoor classes, FWA
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http://UGA Extension Office Cooking Classes 
http://Atlanta Botanical Garden | Classes & Education (atlantabg.org)
http://Atlanta Botanical Garden | Classes & Education (atlantabg.org)
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At a back-to-school block party event hosted by the Hand, Heart, and Soul Project, Jonesboro families 
indicated that they know how to purchase healthy foods, but would like further instruction on how to 
prepare fresh produce. The Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan aims to expand access to fresh, local produce 
as well as increasing knowledge of how to prepare and preserve that food. This will support Jonesboro 
residents’ ability to enjoy what they have grown or obtained from local growers and increase community 
control of production and distribution of foods. 

Cooking classes can be held in a variety of places. This plan provides the basis for a feasibility study for 
a community kitchen (see Recommendation A-4). Until such space is built in Jonesboro, the Jonesboro 
Farmers and Makers Market and kitchens identified in schools or faith based partner spaces could be 
utilized. Food preservation requires extra care and must be preserved in a certified or inspected kitchen 
if being sold as a commercial product. The cooking classes described here would be solely for education 
purposes, rather than preserving or processing food for sale. 

RECOMMENDATION C-2: 
Offer classes on cooking and preserving food.

RECOMMENDATION C-2: 
Offer classes on cooking and preserving food.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

	» Promote Local Food System Opportunities
	» Build on City & County Resources

	» Equip Current & Beginning Growers

	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project

	» Make It Village

	» UGA Clayton County Extension

	» Jonesboro Farmers Market

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» First Baptist Church

	» First United Methodist Church

	» Local schools

	» Increase partnership between the Jonesboro Community Garden and UGA Clayton County 
Extension Office to include food preparation and preservation classes

	» Identify a location for expanded community classes

	» Identify course instructors and schedule

	» Coordinate Farmers Market cooking demonstrations to promote class offerings

Jarred preserves, FWA

The University of Georgia Extension 
Office in Clayton County hosts a “Produce 
Powerhouse Party” series which focuses 
on preparation of produce and produce 
education. The series operates during the 
summer growing season via the Family 
and Consumer Sciences Department. 
In addition, the Hand, Heart, and Soul 
Project and the Jonesboro Community 
Garden have both expressed interest 
in creating a cooking class series. 
Partners should work together to identify 
spaces for hosting cooking classes and 
collaborate on curriculum development.
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There are several local messaging approaches that the City of Jonesboro and partners could pursue to 
increase communications on current and new food systems assets. A few of them include:

	» Adding signage

	» Creating a dedicated webpage hosted by the City of Jonesboro

	» Social media

	» Branding for flyers and posters in the community

The City of Jonesboro has existing and proposed assets that will benefit from branding and signage 
including the Jonesboro Community Garden, the Jonesboro Farmers Market, and proposed sites for new 
community gardens, plantings, and beautification. Larger signs will raise awareness to those passing 
by, and smaller signs might identify the plants or the groups who assisted in creating or beautifying the 
spaces. 

Communication in the city about food system activities is one area identified for improvement, and a 
dedicated webpage on the City of Jonesboro website will help residents with a centralized location to learn 
about offerings throughout the city. Collaboration with the County to link the City of Jonesboro webpage 
to Clayton County and UGA Clayton County Extension activities will help increase intergovernmental 
efforts. The Master Gardener Volunteer Program spreads information on food and agriculture events 
through their network by word of mouth, and has an email distribution list for county residents who have 
requested soil testing services. The site can also link to partner activities and programs to increase 
community awareness.  The City of Jonesboro and partners can elevate programs and activities through 
a coordinated social media campaign and regular postings.

RECOMMENDATION C-3: 
Improve communications on current and future local food system assets and 
opportunities.

LONG-TERM STRATEGIES

RECOMMENDATION C-3: 
Improve communications on current and future local food system assets and 
opportunities.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Promote Local Food System Opportunities
	» Build on City & County Resources

	» Equip Current & Beginning Growers

	» City of Jonesboro

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» Jonesboro Farmers and Makers Market

	» Arts Clayton

	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project

	» Make It Village

	» UGA Clayton County Extension

	» Create a web page at City of Jonesboro dedicated to food and agriculture communications

	» Develop branding and signage for current City agriculture assets

	» East Point Grown: Under their City Agriculture Plan, the City of East Point created an 
umbrella marketing brand for local food and agriculture activity: East Point Grown. This 
built on the recognizable larger state and regional brands of Georgia Grown and AgLanta 
Grown. While Jonesboro does not need to create an independent branding scheme for 
their food system work, they can look to East Point Grown’s website, www.eastpointgrown.
org, as an example of a centralized community resource. This website includes a calendar 
of related events, a directory of local food and agriculture organizations, resources on 
where to access food distributions and gardens in the city, and a sign up service for a new 
compost drop off program. A similar page could be hosted on the City’s website to inform 
the community of local offerings and highlight the work of partner organizations. 

Branding developed for the Jonesboro 
Farmers Market and Community 
Garden signs can be expanded to print 
for display throughout the community 
and to local partner organizations. 
This will help reach those who do 
not have access to social media and 
to raise general awareness of these 
programs in Jonesboro.

Garden signage, FWA
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Elevating existing local food events and working with partners to increase the number and types of event 
offerings is a useful strategy to build community identity and pride around local food and agriculture, while 
showcasing and supporting the efforts of local growers, partners, the Jonesboro Community Garden, 
and the Jonesboro Farmers Market. One-off or recurring events can build upon existing programming 
such as having pop-up farmers markets at alternative times, increasing gardening education classes 
currently offered monthly at the Community Garden, and increasing the Jonesboro-based work of UGA 
Clayton County Extension through the Master Gardeners and 4-H programs. As new growing spaces 
are created or expanded, events can celebrate these successes and highlight new resources for the 
community. 

Larger annual events can also bring together collaborative partners and serve as a means of community 
connection. An annual harvest event held at the Jonesboro City Center, as proposed by the Hand, Heart, 
and Soul Project can help build networks and raise awareness of County offerings. An annual kickoff 
event for the Community Garden season and SCOPE program can help build enthusiasm and coordinate 
growing efforts and ideas. 

RECOMMENDATION C-4: 
Increase local food and agriculture events in Jonesboro.

RECOMMENDATION C-4: 
Increase local food and agriculture events in Jonesboro.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Promote Local Food System Opportunities
	» Build on City & County Resources

	» Equip Current & Beginning Growers

	» City of Jonesboro

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» Jonesboro Farmers and Makers Market

	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project

	» UGA Clayton County Extension

	» Master Gardener Volunteer Program

	» 4-H Youth Development Program

	» Make It Village 	» Arts Clayton

	» Identify current events, both one-off and recurring to populate the events calendar on the City’s 
webpage.

	» Work with partners to collaborate on new events to reach more community members and connect 
them to opportunities to access and grow local food. 

	» Incorporate food and agriculture promotion into related events such as those focused on health 
and wellness, sustainability, and general community building. 

	» Form a project team and begin a plan for an annual harvest event at the Jonesboro City Center to 
highlight the City Agriculture Plan, local partners’ work, and serve as a community celebration of 
local food.

	» Groundwork Atlanta and AgLanta Grown co-produce AgLanta Eats, an annual hyper local food festival 
at the Atlanta Botanical Gardens. This event celebrates, educates, and unites the local food system while 
raising funds to support Atlanta food producers. The event annually attracts hundreds of community 
members and local leaders for the opportunity to interact with area farmers and food producers and 
build community within the local food system. Funds raised by the event support the expansion of local 
food production in the city of Atlanta. Jonesboro should consider this model when establishing a project 
plan for a large annual food and agriculture celebration. Community Group, Jonesboro Community Garden
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PRIORITY D: BUILD ON CITY 

AND COUNTY RESOURCES

PRIORITY D: BUILD ON CITY AND 
COUNTY RESOURCES

The City of Jonesboro recognizes the need for local food and agriculture to become more of an integral 
part of the community. Currently, their main investments are in the Jonesboro Farmers and Makers 
Market and Jonesboro Community Garden. Both assets seek to increase residents’ access to fresh, local 
food options and build community connections. 

The UGA Clayton County Extension, in conjunction with the city, started the Jonesboro Farmers and 
Makers Market in 2018 on a vacant city lot. As the market grew in popularity and size, it was moved to 
the marketplace area of the newly constructed Lee Street park. Today, over 50 vendors are on the market 
roster which has grown to be a staple in the city as it runs weekly from the first Saturday in May through 
the last Saturday in September. There is a city budget of $1,000 allocated for the operation of the farmers 
market annually.

The vision for the community garden grew out of the COVID-19 pandemic need to increase contact with 
vulnerable populations in the city, including senior citizens. The Jonesboro Community Garden opened 
in April 2021 and received enthusiastic support from the community. The garden hosts 42 raised beds, 
a newly installed orchard with 38 plantings, a native plant garden, and a 1/8 acre devoted to growing 
vegetables for the police department's SCOPE (Senior Citizens' Outreach Plus Engagement) initiative. 
The garden's budget is included in the police department's community outreach funds and totals $10,000 
annually.

Building on these and other existing resources will enhance the connection with the community and give 
residents an opportunity to shape the city landscape while expanding education and healthy food access.

John Burden, Director of Public Works, Jonesboro Community Garden

6.1.a

Packet Pg. 37

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 C
it

y 
A

g
ri

cu
lt

u
re

 P
la

n
  (

35
84

 :
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 A
g

ri
cu

lt
u

ra
l P

la
n

 P
re

se
n

ta
ti

o
n

)



69Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan68 Priority D

An annual plant sale at the Jonesboro Community Garden will help kick off the growing season and 
provide a variety of plants to help growers as they plan their warm-weather gardens. This event, timed in 
the spring to align with the first planting date, can include summer vegetable starts, herbs, perennials, 
and fruit bearing plants. Native plant education and resources at the sale can help new and current 
growers learn about the different varieties, and the sale of plants can boost revenue for the garden. 
The sale will enable both community garden growers and local home growers to start their summer 
gardens. The garden sale could grow to include partners; Swints Feed & Garden sells many garden 
products and a variety of bulk vegetable seeds, and ARC previously managed a greenhouse on Clayton 
County-owned land that could be studied for feasibility of use and partnership. Residents could also 
have the opportunity to partner by subdividing and donating perennials. 

RECOMMENDATION D-1: 
Host a seedling sale at the Community Garden to boost revenue and provide a 
resource for growers.

SHORT-TERM STRATEGIES

RECOMMENDATION D-1: 
Host a seedling sale at the Community Garden to boost revenue and provide a 
resource for growers.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Build on City & County Resources 	» Equip Current & Beginning Growers

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» City of Jonesboro
	» Master Gardener Volunteer Program

	» UGA Clayton County Extension

	» Identify a controlled environment and seasonal support for seed starting 

	» Identify staff and volunteers to facilitate the event from the community garden club, home-
growers cooperative, and other partners 

	» Source supplies and signage

	» Develop marketing materials to promote the event to the community

	» Trees Atlanta Native Plant Sale 

	» Georgia Audubon Seasonal Plant Sales

Seeds are typically started in a 
controlled environment such as 
a greenhouse or hoop house. A 
structure and location should 
be identified, as well as staff or 
volunteers to tend to the new 
seedlings. Signs to identify plants 
are a great way to educate, 
and seedlings can be grouped 
together in themes such as herb 
garden basics and flower cutting 
gardens. The seedling sale can 
grow into a spring festival with 
youth activities, music, and more.

Community garden seedlings (right)
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Fresh produce is a key ingredient to the success of a farmers market, along with fresh eggs, dairy, 
and preserved foods. Increasing local food production and sale at the market not only boosts the local 
economy, but increases healthy food options and grows community. Although the Jonesboro Farmers 
Market hosts over 50 vendors, community engagement and the steering committee indicated a need 
for more produce and fresh food vendors and to ensure that the market reflects the food needs and 
preferences of the Jonesboro community. The Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan recommends pursuing 
strategies and incentives to increase the number of new growers and assisting current growers, and 
taking steps to ensure the market reflects the cultural and racial diversity of Jonesboro. 

To help grow the Jonesboro Farmers Market in an inclusive and equitable way, the plan recommends 
incorporating the recommendations of The Anti-Racist Farmers Market Toolkit developed by the Farmers 
Market Coalition. The Farmers Market Coalition is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to working 
with market operators to strengthen farmers markets across the United States so that they can serve 
as community assets while providing real income opportunities for farmers. The organization created 
The Anti-Racist Farmers Market Toolkit in 2020 to help bridge the gap in applying and tailoring anti-
racist, inclusive tools to the farmers market context. The toolkit includes four categories: Management, 
Mission, Messaging, and Measurement that provide a roadmap for establishing a baseline of existing 
food culture, reflecting the community in the market vendors, creating inclusive market management, 
and developing culturally-relevant messaging about the market and its programs.

RECOMMENDATION D-2: 
Enhance the farmers market offerings by attracting more produce and food vendors 
with improved outreach and incentive for growers.

RECOMMENDATION D-2: 
Enhance the farmers market offerings by attracting more produce and food vendors 
with improved outreach and incentive for growers.

A first step to increase the amount of produce and fresh foods sold at the market is to create a strategy 
that builds local grower capacity and connects them to the community and market opportunities. This 
strategy should increase equity, access, and expand market leadership to reflect the diversity of the 
community, potential recommendations include:

	» Expand the number of raised beds at the Community Garden and dedicate this space for food sold 
at the Farmers Market. 

	» Enable home growers to form a cooperative to manage a table at the Farmers Market to sell 
produce and preserved foods and to earn an alternate stream of income.

	» Encourage partners with community gardens including senior centers, religious organizations, 
home growing networks, social organizations, and schools to contribute to existing market stands 
or to create a new stand for the organization.

	» If the ARC greenhouse reopens, encourage partnership to sell plants and produce grown there.

	» Identify investment partners who grow food and have available resources to contribute for example 
Make It Village, with their mobile market initiative

	» Identify space, including city and county-owned land, for new gardens in the City of Jonesboro with 
a potential to partner with the Farmers Market.

	» Consider waiving market fees for vendors selling a majority locally-grown produce, preserved 
foods, locally produced eggs.

	» Consider a purchase program from market vendors for the take-what-you-need stand, mobile 
markets, or SCOPE program to ensure weekly market participation is attractive

Supportive policy at the city and county levels can help to increase the number of growers, farmers, 
and food related businesses in Jonesboro and the surrounding area. Partnerships between public, non-
profit, and private entities can help seek supportive funding, land access, and educational resources 
for growers to ensure business support is equitable and reflects the racial makeup of the community. 
Programs through the State of Georgia and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Georgia Grown program 
support agriculture producers, manufacturers and retailers in the state. Intentional work to build a 
network of new growers using anti-racist strategies will increase opportunities to grow the local food 
system including local markets.

East Point Farmers Market, FWA
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RECOMMENDATION D-2: 
Enhance the farmers market offerings by attracting more produce and food vendors 
with improved outreach and incentive for growers.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Build on City & County Resources
	» Equip Current & Beginning Growers

	» Promote Local Food System Opportunities

	» City of Jonesboro

	» Jonesboro Farmers and Makers Market

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» UGA Clayton County Extension

	» U.S. Department of Agriculture

	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project
	» Make It Village

	» Ensure diversity of leadership when developing and implementing strategy

	» Identify growing space in the Community Garden dedicated to food for free/take-what-you-
need market stand

	» Encourage local growers to participate in Farmers Market using economic incentives i.e. 
waived fees or purchase programs

	» Build a growers network in Clayton County by first connecting with established programs to 
help build strategy for outreach and resources

	» The Anti-Racist Farmers Market Toolkit

	» Georgia Grown

EAV Farmers Market, FWA
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A food forest is an edible garden modeled after natural ecosystems that includes trees, shrubs, herbs, 
and other plants that work together to create a self-sustaining system of multiple plant species. Food 
forests attract beneficial insects and pollinators and beautify spaces in a community. Food forests are 
also ecosystem builders that gather and store rain and runoff water, capture carbon and nitrogen, and 
build healthy soils5. Food forests are places for exploration, education, and community projects as well 
as quiet spaces for reflection. 

Input from the Jonesboro community and the steering committee recommended the City of Jonesboro 
explore vacant and underutilized land for a food forest. Creating a food forest also aligns with planning 
elements of the 2017 Blueprint Jonesboro:

	» Existing City Facilities: Once the proposed Municipal Complex is constructed, and City Hall / Police 
Department are moved into the space, the existing facilities will become empty. The parcels these 
facilities occupy, as well as nearby parcels, are already owned by the City. It is highly recommended 
that the City issue a Request for Proposals (RFP) to study long-term uses for these properties.

This recommendation to study feasibility of utilizing public land was echoed by the steering committee. 
The steering committee developed a map of potential public and private land that could incorporate a 
food forest as a resource for implementation.

RECOMMENDATION D-4: 
Install a food forest on city-owned land and promote other edible landscaping.

5.	https://borealbloomhomestead.com/what-is-a-food-forest/

During the Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan process, the Steering Committee identified potential spaces in the 
city that might be feasible for gardens or growing opportunities. 

Areas identified by the Steering Committee include city-owned land, the old Police offices, land adjacent 
to the Keystone Apartments and in the Key Street area, a county-owned greenhouse that is not currently 
operational, and church-owned land at the First United Methodist Church and the First Baptist Church.
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RECOMMENDATION D-4: 
Install a food forest on city-owned land and promote other edible landscaping.

This recommendation can be expanded to include a variety of native and edible plantings on city property 
that increase beautification and further align with the 2017 and 2020 Blueprint Jonesboro documents. 

	» Improvements to Lee Street Elementary School: Lee Street Elementary School serves as an 
important community resource: it is not only a center of education for children, but it serves as a 
polling place during elections and is a source of pride for the local community. During the planning 
process, stakeholders noted that the school could use some exterior improvements to better match 
the character of the growing community. Some ideas presented included improved landscaping 
and murals. It was suggested that students of Lee Street Elementary could participate in whatever 
improvements may occur. The City could collaborate with Clayton County Schools and other local 
organizations to advance this opportunity.

	» Small Beautification Efforts: Small projects can add up to make a huge difference in the way 
people see Jonesboro… and could be implemented by the Downtown Development Authority.

Incorporating plantings on city-owned, county-owned, public or private vacant land, as well as intensional 
plantings for beautification in the community can increase agricultural options and meet city goals. 

RECOMMENDATION D-4: 
Install a food forest on city-owned land and promote other edible landscaping.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Build on City and County Resources 	» Increase Equitable Food Access

	» City of Jonesboro

	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project

	» UGA Clayton County Extension

	» Master Gardener Volunteer Program

	» Jonesboro Downtown Development 
Authority

	» Clayton County Schools

	» Identify vacant land and beautification areas for potential growing spaces

	» Identify and allocate city and partner funding to beautification

	» Plan a variety of plants, set planting stages and recruit knowledgeable leadership and 
volunteer support for installation 

	» Identify assistance for long-term maintenance including County arborists 

	» Identify resources for community gathering spaces such as benches and signage to 
incorporate into food fores

	» Boreal Bloom: "What is a Food Forest?"

	» Boston Food Forest Coalition

	» AgLanta Grows-a-Lot Program

Muscadines, FWA
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http://Boston Food Forest Coalition
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Expanding the infrastructure at the Jonesboro Community Garden can increase the community 
benefit and reach of the garden. Garden activities can be expanded by building new structures for 
classes, storage, and activities as well as creating more growing space and raised garden beds. The 
garden recently received funding for a gazebo or other structure, which could be leveraged to fund 
construction of a covered classroom pavilion. Pavilions can be constructed to include solar panels to 
provide electricity, indoor storage space and benches for class participants. Structures for new growing 
activities such as hoop houses or a greenhouse can expand the growing season and provide additional 
educational opportunities. New initiatives such as an apiary or chicken coop could add additional food 
system elements and educational resources to the garden, but would need safety and maintenance 
plans in place. Picnic tables and bench seating will enable the garden to provide a place for community 
connection and enjoyment. The steering committee also identified signage for the Community Garden 
as a top priority promotional strategy. 

RECOMMENDATION D-3: 
Invest in infrastructure at the Jonesboro Community Garden to expand resource 
offerings. 

LONG-TERM STRATEGIES

RECOMMENDATION D-3: 
Invest in infrastructure at the Jonesboro Community Garden to expand resource 
offerings. 

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Build on City & County Resources
	» Equip Current & Beginning Growers

	» Promote Local Food System Opportunities

	» City of Jonesboro

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» Master Gardener Volunteer Program

	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project

	» Clayton County and ARC 	» Swints Feed & Garden Supply

	» Develop garden infrastructure plan including resource, labor, and funding needs

	» Solicit design for new structures, signs, and other initiatives

	» Implement community workdays and celebrations to install new resources

	» City of Boulder, Colorado: "Pollinator Gardens and Pathways"

	» Muncie Public Library: "Gateway to Gardening Pavilions at Maring-Hunt Library"

Jonesboro Community Garden
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City of Boulder, Colorado: "Pollinator Gardens and Pathways"
Muncie Public Library: "Gateway to Gardening Pavilions at Maring-Hunt Library"
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RECOMMENDATION D-5: 
Identify and expand community gardens in the City of Jonesboro.

Community gardens are a direct investment in the physical and mental health of the community and 
should be available to all. Expanding Jonesboro’s community garden spaces across the city would help 
ensure more equitable access and increase opportunities for resident participation. Given the success 
and engagement at the current Jonesboro Community Garden and community engagement feedback, 
there is clear interest in additional local growing opportunities. Identifying existing or former gardens 
is a first step in understanding a full range of garden resources in Jonesboro and developing a strategy 
to expand or reinvigorate gardens throughout the city in partnership with local organizations. As a first 
step, the UGA Clayton County Extension offers soil and water testing as well as access to agricultural 
planning experts through the University of Georgia and Master Gardener volunteer support for garden 
installation and maintenance.

RECOMMENDATION D-5: 
Identify and expand community gardens in the City of Jonesboro.

ADDRESSES

POTENTIAL LEAD PARTNERS

POTENTIAL SUPPORT PARTNERS

KEY INITIAL STEPS

RESOURCES/CASE STUDIES

	» Build on City and County Resources 	» Promote Local Food System Opportunities

	» City of Jonesboro

	» Jonesboro Community Garden

	» UGA Clayton County Extension

	» Master Gardener Volunteer Program

	» Clayton County 	» Hand, Heart, and Soul Project

	» Identify and map local gardens and former gardens at all locations

	» Identify partners to help expand or create new gardens

	» Partner with UGA Clayton County Extension for resource testing and education

	» Partner with Master Gardeners and other partners for garden installation and maintenance 
planning

	» Garden Pals: "Community Garden Statistics in 2023"

Gardeners planting, Jonesboro Community Garden
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Garden Pals: "Community Garden Statistics in 2023"
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NEXT STEPS

NEXT STEPS

This plan will be submitted to the City of Jonesboro’s City Council for their review, approval, and adoption. 
Upon adoption of the City Agriculture Plan, the implementation phase will begin. FWA will award a 
$75,000 implementation grant to fund the process, while the City is providing matching in-kind support. 
FWA will remain a partner during the implementation phase, as the steering committee and relevant 
City departments work to prioritize and take key initial steps towards the recommendations in this plan. 

This plan’s recommendations are categorized within each priority area by their status as a short-term 
or long-term prospect for implementation. At the end of the planning process, the steering committee 
indicated their priorities for initial funding or action below. This should be a factor as the City develops 
their implementation strategy. 

	» Top Identified Short-Term Priorities

	» A-1: Expand partnerships for youth engagement through gardening education
	» D-3: Install a food forest on city-owned land and promote other edible landscaping
	» D-2: Enhance the Farmers Market offerings by attracting more produce and food vendors with 
improved outreach and incentives

	» C-1: Increase gardening education opportunities
	» Top Identified Long-Term Priorities 

	» B-3: Expand partnerships with faith-based organizations and pantries for food distribution
	» D-4: Invest in infrastructure at the Jonesboro Community Garden to expand resource 
offerings

	» B-4: Support a fleet of mobile markets

The recommendations for implementation range from expansion of current food and agriculture work 
to substantial new projects serving the community. New programmatic activity will require additional 
administrational capacity. Key considerations for furthering implementation include: 

	» Hiring a part-time or full-time “Community Food Projects Manager” or equivalent within the City 
staff or as a contractor to manage day-to-day operations and coordinate multiple implementation 
projects. 

	» Identifying additional funding opportunities for implementation projects including local and national 
foundations and state and federal government grants. 
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Why are City Agriculture Plans important?

City Agriculture Plans aim to look holistically at a city’s local food system. When we talk about the 
“local food and system,” we’re talking about the process that food follows as it moves from the farm 
to table and all the ways that community can participate along the way. This process includes farmers, 
manufacturers and processors, distributors, and all residents as consumers. It also includes the inputs 
and outputs of each step — right down to the food waste we generate. The journey our food takes through 
the food system is influenced by ecosystems, education, funding, community culture and values, and our 
national, state, and local policies.

APPENDIX

APPENDIX
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F latsh oa ls  Commun i ty Garden

Jon esboro  Commun i ty Garden

Farms

H an d  H eart  an d  Sou l  P ro ject

H earts  to  N ou r i sh  H ope

Jon esboro  Fa rmers  M arket

Atlan ta  State  Fa rmers  M arket

L i ttle  G i an t  Fa rmers  M arket

Sch ool  Garden s

Parks  an d  L i b rar i es

Grocery Stores

Food  D epot

Kroger

Walmart Su percen ter

Sam ' s  C lu b

Loca l  Food  an d  Ag .  B u si n ess

E ar ly L earn i n g  Cen ters

Sch ools

F i rst  B ap ti st  Ch u rch

U n i ted  M eth od i st  Ch u rch 0 0.85 1.70.42 Miles ¹

J O N E S B O R O

R I VE R D AL E
M O R R O W

F O R E S T  P AR K L AK E  C I T Y

C L AYTO N
C O U N T Y

H E N R Y
C O U N T Y

FAYE T T E
C O U N T Y

LOCAL FOOD AND AG BUSINESSES
Fig Tree Café
Swint’s Feed and Garden
Magnolia House and Garden

CHURCHES
Jonesboro First Baptist Church
Jonesboro United Methodist Church
Andrews United Methodist Church

FARMERS MARKET
Jonesboro Farmers Market
Atlanta State Farmers Market
Little Giant Farmers Market

FOOD AND AG. ORGANIZATIONS
Hand Heart and Soul Project
Hearts to Nourish Hope

SCHOOL GARDENS
Lee Street Elementary School

GROCERY STORES
Wayfield Food Inc
Lidi
ALDI
Lucky Food Mart
Jonesboro Food Mart
Fast Lane Drive Through Grocery StoreFast Lane Drive Through Grocery Store
Lucky Grocery
Select Farmers Market
Food Depot [792 Morrow Rd, Forest Park, GA 30297]
Food Depot [6642 GA-85, Riverdale, GA 30274]
Food Depot [6459 GA-42, Rex, GA 30273]
Food Depot [Riverdale, GA 30274]
Food Depot [4709 N Henry Blvd, Stockbridge, GA]Food Depot [4709 N Henry Blvd, Stockbridge, GA]
Food Depot [200 Bank Station Rd, Fayettville, GA]
Kroger [7125 GA-85, Riverdale, GA 30274]
Kroger [8059 Tara Blvd, Jonesboro, GA 30236]
Kroger [5664 Jonesboro Rd, Lake City, GA 30260]
Kroger [3618 Hwy 138 SE, Stockbridge, GA 30281]
Walmart [7050 GA-85, Riverdale, GA 30274]
Walmart [6065 Jonesboro Rd, Morrow, GA 30260]Walmart [6065 Jonesboro Rd, Morrow, GA 30260]
Walmart [5600 N Henry Blvd, Stockbridge, GA 30281]
Sam’s Club [7325 Jonesboro Rd, Morrow, GA 30260]

PARKS AND LIBRARIES
Massengale City Park
Lee Street Park
Rum Creek Park
Clayton County International Park
Maddox Road Park
Riverdale Regional ParkRiverdale Regional Park
Gardner Park
Memorial Park
Cochran Park
Paradise Park
Kenwood Park
Newman Wetlands Center

COMMUNITY GARDENS
Community Garden of Jonesboro
Flatshoals Community Garden

FARMS
Green Island Farm

Green Acres Farm

Culture Farms

Acres Away Angus Farm

Swanson Family Farm

Prather’s FarmPrather’s Farm

Decimal Place Farm

SCHOOLS
Pointe South Middle School
Jonesboro High School
Jonesboro Middle School
Future Leaders Christian Academy Jonesboro
HOPE Christian Academy
Sunrise Christian AcademySunrise Christian Academy
James H Brown Elementary School
Phyls Academy Preparatory School
Lillie E. Suder Elementary School
Mount Zion High School
Mt Zion Elementary School
Jackson Elementary School
Mundy’s Mill Middle SchoolMundy’s Mill Middle School
Mundy’s Mill High School
Callaway Elementary School
M.D. Roberts Middle School of the Performing Arts
Kay R. Pace Elementary School of the Arts
Kendrick Middle School
Martha Ellen Stilwell School of the Arts
Anointed Minds Preparatory SchoolAnointed Minds Preparatory School
JW Arnold Elementary School
Cedars Preschool at Rex
Small Voices Early Learning Center & Preschool
Carousel Kids Early Learning Center
M.E.L.C Child Care Agency
Ty-Lexine Early Development Center
Our Mission Early Learning CenterOur Mission Early Learning Center
ABC Early Learning Academy & Eagle’s Landing
A New Beginning Early Learning Center
New Faith Early Learning Center

JONESBORO COMMUNIT Y ASSET LIST

6.1.a

Packet Pg. 47

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 C
it

y 
A

g
ri

cu
lt

u
re

 P
la

n
  (

35
84

 :
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 A
g

ri
cu

lt
u

ra
l P

la
n

 P
re

se
n

ta
ti

o
n

)



89alpharetta City Agriculture PlanAppendix88

��


�"-cBMX�������	
���������� �����c��"��c���c�c �!#$%c-M��
c��& $%'$%()�c-M��
c��& *$'+),c-M��
c��& $$'.M&��/c0�M 1�.��M23MX��M ,)'2��'4M"M��/ �5�'
6�7�c�c8�9��7��:;��"M $*'<��	= )$'0
��/ �'+c�>�c?�	M
 �'@�
��/�	2A�"�/� $,'C�������c ��D��c��cE�F�G/���
�cH/�- %�'I��/�
� $1'0
��/2J
��/&M� ,'

E��K���
8L�7�����87���F: @���c
	����c���&c��c����M� )�5)'<�	�M���N
c&M��MMc��c����M��5,'

O���P��9:�cQ�R����: IST��McX��M
 cccccccccccccc1U��T��"��/c�M�c
S5cX�5 $�,V%5).�WM&c
�/	Mc��MW��T
c-M�� 1�5*' W
5c$15�'cXM"��c0�A�c$�'cY03��Xc
�XMc	�T/"- $*'3��Xc�"�M�c	�T/"-c $,'3��Xc�"�M�c
"�"M �'
��"��c��T
�/�cT/�"
 $�1V�H>/M�c�		T��M&cT/�"
 1$'?M/"M�c�		T��M&cT/�"
 )�'0W�5c�M�
�/
2��T
M���& �5)I�/��McT/�"c
"�T	"T�M
 ,%'.T�"�cT/�"c
"�T	"T�M
 ��'.M&��/cW��TMc�Zc�>/M�c�		T��M&cT/�" [���)VV W
5c[�,��$VVcXM"��c0�A�c[�V)�*VVcY0I�T�	M\c0
Ic�V�$c,(]M��c
M/
T
cB�"�c�""�
\22	M/
T
�M���"M�5���2���̂�M
2$)VVV_I$1��)V�(̀�/M
a���(��2c0		M

M&c,2�12�1

.M&��/c��T
M���&c�/	�XM [1$�V11 W
5c[*,��)*cXM"��c0�A�c[),�V1VcY0UM�
�/
c�/c��WM�"- 1%51' W
5c$$5$'cXM"��c0�A�c$15�'cY0c
���&�M/ ,�'IM/���
c $$'@�T
M���&
cM/����M&c�/cIb0UcaM/M̂"
 $�$*1
JONESBORO

CITY
AGRICULTURE 

PLAN

6.1.a

Packet Pg. 48

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 C
it

y 
A

g
ri

cu
lt

u
re

 P
la

n
  (

35
84

 :
 J

o
n

es
b

o
ro

 A
g

ri
cu

lt
u

ra
l P

la
n

 P
re

se
n

ta
ti

o
n

)



2020
JONESBORO CITY AGRICULTURE PLAN 

Presentation to Jonesboro Mayor & City Council  - November 6, 2023
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WHAT IS A CITY AGRICULTURE PLAN?

A City Agriculture Plan provides a roadmap for a community to achieve its 
vision of creating a vibrant and sustainable community food system over the 
next 5-10 years. 

The City Agriculture Plan is developed using a consensus-based and 
community-led process that brings together urban growers, residents, and City 
officials to identify community priorities. It also identifies strategies to achieve 
community food system priorities as well as prioritize implementation over 
time. 

A City Agriculture Plan is not meant to be a stand-alone document but is 
meant to identify ways in which local food can be integrated into City plans 
and programs.
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WHY ARE CITY AGRICULTURE PLANS IMPORTANT?
Why invest in your local food system?

ECONOMIC VITALITY WELLNESS ECOLOGICAL RESILIENCE EQUITY

● Profitable farms, market 
gardens, and food 
businesses

● Support local 
entrepreneurs

● Good jobs and career 
opportunities

● Access to fresh, healthy 
foods

● Gardening, cooking, and 
preserving skills

● Great tasting local 
produce!

● Conserve and utilize 
green spaces

● Food waste reduction 
and diversion

● Healthy soil and water 
resources

● Pollinator support

● Access to good food for 
all

● Honoring cultural 
diversity & traditions

● Empowerment and 
inclusion
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Why Jonesboro?

City of Jonesboro Selection 

In the fall of 2022, Food Well Alliance and ARC solicited 
applications to develop the next City Agriculture Plan from the 
5-county metro Atlanta region. Five cities across multiple 
counties applied, but Jonesboro’s application was selected due 
to a number of factors:
• Strong community engagement with ongoing food and 

agriculture activity at the Farmers and Makers Market and 
Community Garden.

• Committed and involved city staff leading efforts to 
increase opportunities for residents to build community 
around growing food. 

• Forward-thinking ideas to incorporate food access and 
intergenerational engagement into the city’s development.

City of Jonesboro Application 

“The community garden only opened our eyes to the potential 
that agriculture could bring to the city. Having a City 
Agriculture Plan would further strengthen the connection 
with our community. It would allow the city to expand its 
reach beyond the garden. The garden exposed so many 
untapped relationships and connections throughout the city 
that we never imagined- working side-by-side with our local 
feed and garden store, discovering school gardens within the 
community, and realizing that so many members of the 
community garden at home.

The garden has also shown that there is a need and desire for 
intentional agricultural resources within the community. 

Having a City Agriculture Plan would give more residents an 
opportunity to have buy-in to the landscape and food 
availability options. It would also expand education and 
healthy food choices, which would lead the charge to making 
Jonesboro a more sustainable city.”
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Dec
2022

Jan
2023

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug

Jonesboro Selected

MOU Approved by City Council

Community Engagement Phase

With Food Well A
llia

nce

Planning Phase

With Atlanta Regional Commission

Sep Oct Nov 2024

Presentation to City Council fo
r 

Adoption

Implementation

Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan Process 
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● 36 Community Surveys
○ Listen4Good

● 4 Community Conversations (Focus Groups)

● 8 1x1 Community Partner Interviews

● 5 Tabling Events

● 50 Flyers at local businesses & organizations + 
promotional QR postcards 

Steering Committee

● David Allen, Director of Community Development, Interim 
City Manager, City of Jonesboro

● Mary Bruce, Community Garden Club President, Jonesboro 
Community Garden

● John Burdin, Director of Public Works, City of Jonesboro
● Christopher Cato, Police Lieutenant, City of Jonesboro
● Ellen Divins, Jonesboro Community Member
● Tommy Henderson, Chief of Police, City of Jonesboro
● Kim Jennings, First United Methodist Church
● Samaria McCoy, Former Jonesboro Community Garden 

Manager
● Wande Okrunoren-Meadows, Executive Director, Hand, 

Heart and Soul Project
● Mike Quick, Master Gardener, Jonesboro Community 

Garden
● Pat Sebo-Hand, Former City Councilmember and Farmers 

Market Manager, City of Jonesboro
● Andrew Simpson, Director of Economic Development, 

Current Farmers Market Manager, City of Jonesboro
● Demond Timberlake, Assistant Director of Community 

Organizing and Operations, Hand Heart and Soul Project

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PHASE
March - July 

PLANNING PHASE
June - October
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PRIORITY AREA A
Equip Current and Beginning Growers

PRIORITY AREA B
Increase Equitable Food Access

PRIORITY AREA C
Promote Local Food System Opportunities 

PRIORITY AREA D
Build on City and County Resources

Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan Priorities
6.1.b
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PRIORITY AREA A
Equip Current and Beginning 

Growers

PRIORITY AREA B
Increase Equitable Food 

Access

PRIORITY AREA C
Promote Local Food System 

Opportunities 

PRIORITY AREA D
Build on City and County 

Resources

Recommendation B-1
Increase SNAP/WIC enrollment 
and accept benefits at Farmers 

Market 

Recommendation B-2
Expand partnerships to support 

senior nutrition and growing 
opportunities 

Recommendation B-3
Expand partnerships with 

faith-based organizations and 
pantries for food distribution

Recommendation B-4
Support a fleet of mobile 

markets

Recommendation B-5
Create a free / 

take-what-you-need stand at the 
Farmers Market

Recommendation A-1
Expand partnerships to support 

youth gardening education

Recommendation A-2
Create shared resources including 

a seed library and toolbank

Recommendation A-3
Support the creation of a 

home-growers cooperative

Recommendation A-4
 Identify space for a commercial 
kitchen/value added processing 
facility and examine feasibility

Recommendation D-1 
Host a seedling sale at the 

Community Garden to boost 
revenue and provide resources

Recommendation D-2
Enhance the farmers market 

offerings with improved outreach 
and incentives 

Recommendation D-3 
Install a food forest on city-owned 

land and promote other edible 
landscaping

Recommendation D-4
Invest in infrastructure at 

community garden to expand 
resource offerings

Recommendation D-5
Expand community gardens 

within Jonesboro 

Recommendation C-1 
Increase gardening education 

opportunities 

Recommendation C-2
Offer classes on cooking and 

preserving food 

Recommendation C3
Improve communications on 
current and future local food 

system assets and opportunities

Recommendation C-4
Increase local food and 

agriculture events in Jonesboro

Jonesboro City Agriculture Plan Structure 
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PRIORITY AREA A
Equip Current and Beginning 

Growers

PRIORITY AREA B
Increase Equitable Food 

Access

PRIORITY AREA C
Promote Local Food System 

Opportunities 

PRIORITY AREA D
Build on City and County 

Resources

Recommendation B-1
Increase SNAP/WIC enrollment 
and accept benefits at Farmers 

Market 

Recommendation B-2
Expand partnerships to support 

senior nutrition and growing 
opportunities 

Recommendation B-3
Expand partnerships with 

faith-based organizations and 
pantries for food distribution

Recommendation B-4
Support a fleet of mobile 

markets

Recommendation B-5
Create a free / 

take-what-you-need stand at the 
Farmers Market

Recommendation A-1
Expand partnerships to support 

youth gardening education

Recommendation A-2
Create shared resources including 

a seed library and toolbank

Recommendation A-3
Support the creation of a 

home-growers cooperative

Recommendation A-4
 Identify space for a commercial 
kitchen/value added processing 
facility and examine feasibility

Recommendation D-1 
Host a seedling sale at the 

Community Garden to boost 
revenue and provide resources

Recommendation D-2
Enhance the farmers market 

offerings with improved outreach 
and incentives 

Recommendation D-3 
Install a food forest on 

city-owned land and promote 
other edible landscaping

Recommendation D-4
Invest in infrastructure at 

community garden to expand 
resource offerings

Recommendation D-5
Expand community gardens 

within Jonesboro 

Recommendation C-1 
Increase gardening education 

opportunities 

Recommendation C-2
Offer classes on cooking and 

preserving food 

Recommendation C3
Improve communications on 
current and future local food 

system assets and opportunities

Recommendation C-4
Increase local food and 

agriculture events in Jonesboro

Top Identified Recommendations
6.1.b
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Local and Regional Partners Identified

Other recommended partners include:
Clayton County School District, 4-H Youth Development Program, Master Gardeners Program, Arts Clayton, various 
faith-based organizations and churches, other food distribution organizations, etc.
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WHAT IS THE CITY’S ROLE?

● Memorandum of Understanding
○ Approved by City Council on 1/9/2023
○ Commits City to $75,000 of in-kind support for Plan 

implementation

● In-Kind Valuation 
○ Policy and program implementation support by City staff 

including Police Department, Public Works, Economic 
Development, and others

○ Community engagement support including use of city-owned 
spaces and available resources for events and activities

○ Strategic marketing services including promotion on City 
networks

6.1.b
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

To best ensure the success of the Plan’s implementation, it is recommended 
that the City consider: 

● Hiring a part-time or full-time “Community Food Projects Manager” or 
equivalent within the City of Jonesboro staff or as a contractor to 
manage day-to-day operations and coordinate multiple 
implementation projects.

● Identifying additional funding opportunities for implementation 
projects including local and national foundations and state and federal 
program grants. 

6.1.b
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OBJECTIVE 1: Improve availability of fresh, healthy produce by increasing and diversifying distribution channels

OBJECTIVE 2: Increase collaborative economic opportunities for local food entrepreneurs

OBJECTIVE 3: Support community connection to local food and agriculture to increase awareness of the importance of local food system

GRANT PURPOSE: The purpose is to provide early-stage investment in new, startup projects or to invest in completing project plans toward the 
improvement of community food security in keeping with the primary goals of the CFPCGP. 

GRANT ADMINISTRATOR: Food Well Alliance

GRANT PARTNERS: City of Jonesboro, Hand Heart and Soul Project, Make It Village, UGA Clayton County Extension, Atlanta Harvest, Retaaza, 
Wholesome Wave Georgia 

Implementation Funding Options 

$250,000 USDA Community Food Projects Competitive Grants Program (CFPCGP)
Pending application for Jonesboro CAP implementation - uses FWA grant as match

$75,000 Food Well Alliance Implementation Grant
Guaranteed upon Plan adoption

6.1.b
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2020
QUESTIONS?
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 1 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding Variance application 23-VAR-004 concerning exceeding certain sign standards for a new business 
at 8101 Tara Blvd, Jonesboro, Ga. 30236. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of wall sign variances; Recently, Smoothie King received zoning approval to 
conduct business in the commercial center at 8101 Tara Boulevard (former site of the Herb Shop).  They are also 
undergoing interior renovations to the building.  The applicant has applied for three signs – a replacement ground panel 
in the pylon framework at the highway, a wall sign over the front entrance, and a wall sign on the rear of the building. 

While the new sign panel in the existing rear cabinet and the original proposed wall sign above the front door met code, 
the applicant would like to have a larger front wall sign and an additional wall sign along the northern side of the building.  
Both of these requests require variances to proceed. 

The new wall sign above the front entrance would be 12% of the front façade, over the 7.5% maximum allowed by code.  
However, it is still smaller than the Herb Shop sign that was formerly there.  Staff does not have a problem with the 
increased size.  The new wall sign proposed for the northern side of the store requires a variance, because properties 
with only a single road frontage are allowed one wall sign.  Properties with multiple road frontages are allowed another 
wall sign and many of the businesses in the Kroger shopping center have multiple road frontages.  However, the 
outparcel for this new business only has road frontage on Tara Blvd. 

 
In both cases, the signs are aesthetically pleasing and will serve as more exposure for the new business.  

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private Owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Site Pictures 

• Sign Design - Variance Required 

• Original Sign Location and Design 

• Legal Notice - Sign Variance - 8101 Tara Blvd 

7.1
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• Zoning Sign 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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Legal Notice 

 

Public Hearing will be held by the Mayor and Council of the City of 

Jonesboro at 6:00 P.M. on November 13, 2023, in the court chambers of the 

Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, GA, to consider a 

Variance application concerning exceeding certain sign standards for a new 

business at 8101 Tara Blvd, Jonesboro, Ga. 30236.  Mayor and Council will 

first discuss this item during their Work Session at 6:00 P.M. on November 

6, 2023, also in the court chambers of the Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City 

Center Way, Jonesboro, GA.  

 

 

David Allen 

Zoning Administrator / Community Development Director 

 

 

Publish 10/25/23 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 2 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-016, for an event center by Mageedah and Marcus 
Wood, property owners and applicants, for property at 188 North Avenue (Parcel No. 13239B B005) Jonesboro, Georgia 
30236.   

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Section 86-107 C-2 District Standards; Conditional Uses, Article XVII Sec. 86-532 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Economic Development, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of Conditional Use application, with conditions; Recently, the new owners 
applied for a new event center at 188 North Avenue.  The overall property is a commercial development with three 
separate buildings, each with its own suites, but a shared parking lot. 188 North Avenue is the westernmost building and 
has been the site of other event centers for many years.  The property is zoned C-2 Highway Commercial.  The property 
has access only off North Avenue. 

The new owner / applicant is not grandfathered for an event center / banquet hall since the use has ceased activity for 
over 60 days, per Article X - Regulation of Nonconforming Lots, Uses, and Buildings.  Currently, new event centers 
require a conditional use permit to proceed and must comply with the standards of Sec. 86-532. 

Sec. 86-532. NAICS 531120 – Lessors of Nonresidential Building (except Mini-warehouses), including Event Centers 
(Excluding funerals and wakes) 

The following conditions are assigned in the H-1, H-2, O&I, M-X, C-2, and M-1 districts: 

(1) Off-street parking and/or drop-off space adequate to meet the needs of the proposed facility shall be provided. 

(2) Any alcohol service and consumption on the premises must conform to Chapter 6 standards, Alcoholic Beverages. 

(3) Must be located in a stand-alone building (no planned centers, connected storefronts sharing a common wall, or lots 
with zero lot line development or shared parking). 
(4)  A minimum 50-foot-wide buffer shall be maintained between built elements (including paved parking areas) of the 

proposed facility and any adjacent, residentially zoned property. 

Applicant has stated that tours of the facility for potential clients can be conducted between 10 am and 6 pm 
any day of the week, as necessary.  Events could be any of the 7 days of the week, between 8 am and 12 
midnight.  All events will be contained inside.  There will only be two employees, the applicants.  Everything 
else (DJs, cleaning, etc.) will be contracted out as necessary.  Though the building has two 4700 square-foot 
gathering spaces (one upstairs and one downstairs), only one will be used at this time, and at no time in the 
present or the future will there be two events going on at the same time.  The applicants plan no major 
structural alterations to the building, just cosmetic upgrades. 
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(1) Off-street parking and/or drop-off space adequate to meet the needs of the proposed facility shall be provided. 
 
(28) Theaters, auditoriums, places of worship, libraries, museums, art galleries, funeral homes, gymnasiums, stadiums 
and other places of assembly shall provide the larger of one space for each four fixed seats or one space for each 25 
square feet of floor area available for the accommodation of moveable seats in the largest assembly room, whichever is 
greater, plus one space for each 150 square feet of ground area used for assembly. 

4700 / 150 = 32 spaces required; per the plan of the existing parking lot, there are already 30 existing parking 
spaces directly adjacent to the building, with 13 more close by.  These 43 spaces would not directly interfere 
with any of the business or parking located at the other two buildings – 184 North Avenue and 186 North 
Avenue.  Staff does not recall parking availability being a problem with events at the property in the past. 

(2) Any alcohol service and consumption on the premises must conform to Chapter 6 standards, Alcoholic Beverages.  
So noted. 

(3) Must be located in a stand-alone building (no planned centers, connected storefronts sharing a common wall, or lots 
with zero lot line development or shared parking).  The building at 188 North Avenue is a standalone building which 
will have no other businesses inside it besides event hosting. 

(4)  A minimum 50-foot-wide buffer shall be maintained between built elements (including paved parking areas) of the 
proposed facility and any adjacent, residentially zoned property.  The building is directly adjacent to only commercial 
properties.  No other built elements are planned beyond the building and paved parking already there. 

 

The use has been recognized off and on by the City for many years.   

 
 
Should the Mayor and Council approve the request, the following minimal conditions shall apply: 
 

1. No events shall occur outside the building. 
2. No parking on the shoulder or the right-of-way of North Avenue shall occur. 
3. Any alcohol service and consumption on the premises must conform to Chapter 6 standards, Alcoholic 

Beverages.   
4. Noise restrictions per Sec. 34-121 shall apply. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private Owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Zoning Info 

• Property Pictures 

• Parking-Property Info 

• Correspondence 

• Noise 

• Conditional Use - Event Center - Legal Notice 
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• Zoning Sign 

• Acceptance Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval, with Conditions 
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Legal Notice 

 

Public Hearing will be held by the Mayor and Council of the City of 

Jonesboro at 6:00 P.M. on November 13, 2023, in the court chambers of the 

Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, GA, to consider a 

Conditional Use Permit application for an event center by Mageedah and 

Marcus Wood, property owners and applicants, for property at 188 North 

Avenue (Parcel No. 13239B B005) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  Mayor and 

Council will first discuss this item during their Work Session at 6:00 P.M. 

on November 6, 2023, also in the court chambers of the Jonesboro City 

Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, GA. 

 

 

David Allen 

Community Development Director 

 

 

Publish 10/25/23 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 3 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding preliminary plat application 23-SUB-003 for Foxtrail subdivision at 217 South Main Street. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Sections 44-123 Preliminary Plat; Sec. 86-103 H-2 Zoning Standards; 86-100 R-A 

Development Standards (Revised) 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of preliminary plat; Foxtrail subdivision, a 90-unit townhome development 
(major subdivision) on the parcel at 217 South Main Street, was approved for a conditional use permit and a variance on 
various development standards in August 2023.  In September 2023, the exterior architecture of the townhome units was 
approved as presented by the Design Review Commission and Historic Preservation Commission. 

The next step for the development is preliminary plat approval.   

 

Sec. 44-115 (d) Preliminary plat and plans required prior to construction. No person shall commence construction of any 
improvements on any lot, prior to the approval of a preliminary plat if required by these regulations, nor prior to approval 
of construction plans and engineering plans for said improvements are approved as required by these regulations and 
article IV of this code. 

Sec. 44-123 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to ensure compliance with the basic design concepts and improvement 
requirements of subdivisions and land developments through the submittal of a preliminary plat of all major 
subdivisions for review and approval by the mayor and city council. 

(b) When required. All major subdivisions, and any subdivision involving the dedication of a public street, shall 
require the submission of a preliminary plat to the city manager for review and approval by the mayor and city 
council. Prior to the issuance of any permit for land disturbance, or the installation of any improvements, the 
mayor and city council must approve the preliminary plat, if required. 

(c) Preliminary plat application and specifications. Preliminary plat applications shall be made in accordance with 
requirements shown in Table 1 of section 44-125, and preliminary plats shall meet the minimum plat 
specifications shown in Table 2 of section 44-125. 

(d) Procedures. Upon receipt of a completed preliminary plat application, the city manager shall schedule the 

application for the next public meeting before the mayor and city council and forward a staff report and all 

pertinent materials in the application to the mayor and city council for review. An application for preliminary plat 

approval must be submitted at least 60 days before the regular meeting date of the mayor and city council to be 

considered on that agenda. The mayor and city council shall have 60 days from the date the public meeting is 

held to approve, conditionally approve, or deny the preliminary plat application. The basis of the mayor and city 

council's review of and action on a preliminary plat shall be whether the preliminary plat meets the purposes and 

requirements of these regulations, and all other ordinances that relate to the proposed development. 
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Notes from August 2023 

Sec. 86-202. - Townhouses and condominiums. 

The following conditions are assigned in the CCM, R-M, H-1, H-2, and MX districts: 

The standards of the R-A district shall control development of townhouses and condominiums. 

 

The R-A development standards were updated in February 2022: 

 

Sec. 86-100. - R-A single family attached residential district regulations. 

(a) Purpose. The R-A single family attached residential district is established to provide for single family attached dwellings on individual lots 

on development tracts having a minimum area of two acres on undeveloped land. The district is intended to foster housing options for households 

seeking high quality home ownership in park like setting featuring attractive architectural styles and building materials. As such, developments 

facilitated by establishment of the district are restricted to a maximum number of units to limit scale and encourage manageable homeowner 

associations. The R-A district is compatible with walkable, neighborhood commercial districts and low intensity office and 

commercial districts and is suited to locations along collector streets. The R-A single family attached residential district 

also encourages the thoughtful renovation of existing buildings and infill developments for residential purposes. 

(b) Development standards. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, uses permitted in the R-A district shall 

conform to the following development standards: 

(1) Minimum parent tract size: 87,120 square feet (two acres) Parent tract size is approximately 11.6 acres. 

(2) Minimum lot area per unit: 1800 square feet 1 All townhome lots are at least 1800 square feet in size. 

(3) Minimum parent tract width: 150 feet 2 Parent tract width is over 1000 feet. 

(4) Minimum front yard: 20 feet 3 Per note 3 below, South Main Street is a collector road, thus requiring a 25-foot 

front yard setback.  This is complied with, as the units directly along South Main Street show a 25-foot setback off the 

right-of-way.  

(5) Minimum side yard at perimeter of tract: 25 feet Complied with 

(6) Minimum rear yard: 35 feet Complied with, except for townhomes directly adjacent to South Main Street; 

Variance requested for 25-foot rear setback instead of 35-foot rear setback for these lots.  This technically requires a 

variance, but these units will have front facing facades that face South Main Street. 

(7) Minimum floor area per dwelling unit: 1,500 square feet Pads for townhomes are 1000 square feet and 1200 

square feet respectively.  Adding a second floor puts the units at 2000 square feet and 2400 square feet respectively 

(including garage spaces). 

(8) Maximum building height:  Three stories Will be either two-story or three-story. 

(9) Maximum number of units per building: Eight Complies 

(10) Maximum number of units per development: 64 Requesting 90 (40% more than maximum); variance required. 

(11) Maximum density: Eight units per acre The concept drawing lists a density of 7.25 units per acre, based on total 

site acreage of 12.42 acres.  However, the parcel measures approximately 11.6 acres on the County GIS, thereby 

putting at 7.75 units per acre.  Still below the 8 units per acre maximum. 

(12) Minimum greenspace: 15 percent of gross acreage Complies.  There are 4.05 acres of greenspace provided 

(34.9% of total area). 

(13) Minimum building separation: 

Front to Front  40 feet Complies 
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Front to Rear  40 feet Complies 

Front to Side  35 feet Complies 

Rear to Rear  40 feet Complies 

Rear to Side  35 feet Complies 

Side to Side  25 feet Complies 

1 This requirement may be waived for zero lot townhomes, provided the developer includes a provision in the Covenants, Conditions, and 

Restrictions for the project that clearly describes the maintenance and access of all common areas, streets, alleys, and driveways. 

2 Measured at the building line. 

3 The required front yard on any street classified as a collector or above shall be 25 feet. 

(c) Design standards. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, uses permitted in an R-A district shall conform to 

the following design standards:  So noted. 

(1) Off-street parking shall be provided as specified in article XIII of this chapter. Each dwelling shall provide for a 

minimum two-car garage and a minimum 18-foot-wide concrete driveway.  “Applicant is requesting a minimum concrete 

driveway width of 16 feet.  The reduction of driveway width will be necessary on 20-foot-wide units to be able to satisfy 

the CCWA requirement of dual water meter services, which cannot be set within the driveway concrete.”   This would 

require a variance.  However, the applicant shows 16-foot-wide driveways even for the 24-foot-wide units.  The 

driveways for these units could be 18 feet wide.   

(2) Buffers shall be provided as specified in Article XV of this chapter. A 25-foot-wide buffer is shown along the 

northern and southern property lines. 

(3) A homeowners association accompanied by recorded covenants shall be mandatory for all townhouse or 

condominium developments, subject to approval by the City Manager.  So noted. 

(4) Minimum width of each townhouse unit shall be 24 feet.  57 of the 90 proposed units (63%) are 24-foot-wide 

(orange footprints on site plan).  The 33 front units facing South Main Street are 20-foot-wide units, thus requiring a 

variance.  (Note:  most of the Old Ivy Townhomes in the City are either 20 or 22 feet wide.) 

(5) A minimum of three different exterior elevations shall be provided for a townhouse development that exceeds 

two acres.  Three different models have been provided – the Luca, the Liam, and the Landon, each with their own design 

characteristics. 

(6) Townhouse building facades shall visually differentiate individual units through the use of architectural materials; 

a minimum of 50 percent of the front elevation shall consist of brick or stone.  Brick, stone, and/or cementitious siding 

(which may be board, shingle, or lap siding.) variations may be approved by the Community Development Director 

and/or Design Review Commission and Historic Preservation Commission. Split faced-concrete block, stucco, or granite 

block shall only be used in an accent capacity for any building elevation.  Per provided elevations, 50% brick has been 

achieved.  Other primary material is cementitious siding.  Other design features can be reviewed by the Design Review 

Commission and Historic Preservation Commission. 

(7) All townhouse units shall be designed to have rear entry via rear alleys. If permitted, front-loaded driveways shall 

be scored or finished with decorative treatment, subject to approval by the Design Review Commission, and, if 

applicable, the Historic Preservation Commission.  There are no alleys shown on the concept plan, but there are 36% of 

the units with rear entry garages (onto new street, not alley).  Therefore 57 of the proposed units would have front facing 

garages, although none of the garages would face South Main Street.  The previously mentioned Old Ivy Townhomes 

had nearly all of its new units get variance approved for front facing garages, because the older units with rear garages 

and rear alleys did not prove to work really well.  This site may be too narrow to have a network of alleys and streets in 

the same area, and a network of alleys in addition to the streets proposed would contribute to the overall impervious 

cover on the property. 

(8) Greenspace shall be improved with walking trails and an amenity area having a minimum area of 400 square 

feet with equipment and facilities appropriate to the needs of residents. Greenspace shall have a minimum width of 100 

feet; trail connections between greenspace areas shall have a minimum width of 50 feet.  If use is approved, this can be 
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provided. 

(9) An appropriate landscape plan shall be reviewed and approved by the Community Development Director prior to 

installation of the landscaping.  If use is approved, this will be provided. 

(d) Renovations of existing buildings.  For single-family attached residential developments involving the renovation 

of existing buildings that cannot meet the minimum development standards of this chapter, a variance shall be required. 

n/a 

 

 

In summary, there are five variances to consider.  In the concept plan presented to staff before the application, there 

were twice that many variances, so the design has improved significantly in terms of density and layout. 

 

(6)  Minimum rear yard: 35 feet Complied with, except for townhomes directly adjacent to South Main Street; Variance 

requested for 25-foot rear setback instead of 35-foot rear setback for these lots.  This technically requires a variance, but 

these units will have front facing facades that face South Main Street, so the rear setback and front setback are 

reversed.  However, the rear setback is still 35 feet regardless of which way the unit is facing and none of the units (blue) 

directly adjacent to South Main Street show a 35-foot rear setback.  They show a 20-foot rear setback, similar to the 20-

foot front setback of the interior units.  Thus, they would all have the same driveway length.  Staff does not have a 

problem with this. 

 

(10) Maximum number of units per development: 64 Requesting 90 (26 units (40%) more than maximum); variance 

required.  Ultimately, do the Mayor and Council have a problem with 26 more units on the property?  The maximum 

density is still not exceeded, and the units are mostly spread out, not in very long rows.  Many of the units could not be 

clearly seen from South Main Street or adjacent properties. 

 

(1) Off-street parking shall be provided as specified in article XIII of this chapter. Each dwelling shall provide for a 

minimum two-car garage and a minimum 18-foot-wide concrete driveway.  “Applicant is requesting a minimum concrete 

driveway width of 16 feet.  The reduction of driveway width will be necessary on 20-foot-wide units to be able to satisfy 

the CCWA requirement of dual water meter services, which can not be set within the driveway concrete.”   This would 

require a variance.  However, the applicant shows 16-foot-wide driveways even for the 24-foot-wide units.  The 

driveways for these units could be 18 feet wide.  Staff understands the need to comply with the Water Authority 

requirement for the meters on the 20-foot-wide units but sees no reason why the majority of the units (24 feet wide) 

cannot have 18-foot-wide driveways.  This allows two standard size vehicles to be parked side-by-side on the driveway, 

based on our minimum 9-foot-wide parking space in the City. 

 

(4)  Minimum width of each townhouse unit shall be 24 feet.  57 of the 90 proposed units (63%) are 24-foot-wide (orange 

footprints on site plan).  The 33 front units facing South Main Street are 20-foot-wide units, thus requiring a variance.  

(Note:  most of the Old Ivy Townhomes in the City are either 20 or 22 feet wide.)  Ultimately, do the Mayor and Council 

have a problem with 37% of the units on the property being 4 feet narrower than the other units?  Will the quality of life in 

these units, based on the presentation provided, be significantly negatively affected by this? 

 

(7)  All townhouse units shall be designed to have rear entry via rear alleys. If permitted, front-loaded driveways shall be 

scored or finished with decorative treatment, subject to approval by the Design Review Commission, and, if applicable, 

the Historic Preservation Commission.  There are no alleys shown on the concept plan, but there are 36% of the units 

with rear entry garages (onto new street, not alley).  Therefore 57 of the proposed units would have front facing garages, 

although none of the garages would face South Main Street.  The previously mentioned Old Ivy Townhomes had nearly 

all of its new units get variance approved for front facing garages, because the older units with rear garages and rear 
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alleys did not prove to work really well.  This site may be too narrow to have a network of alleys and streets in the same 

area, and a network of alleys in addition to the streets proposed would contribute to the overall impervious cover on the 

property.  Ultimately, do the Mayor and Council have a problem with a lack of rear alleys in this development?  Will the 

quality of life in these units, based on the presentation provided, be significantly negatively affected by this?  Again, none 

of the garages would face South Main Street, but you would see alleyways between the houses.  Also, who would 

maintain the paving on the alleyways? 

As stated before, the variances on these specified development standards were approved August 2023. With the 

exception of the lot layout at the end of one of the proposed streets (see attached drawing), the layout of the 

preliminary plat is the same as that which was approved in August.  The number of units and the density have 

not changed.  Based on the actual field survey, instead of the boundary used in the concept plan in August, the 

property size actually got a little larger.   

 

The next step after preliminary plat approval is the creation of a developer’s agreement and grading / 

construction plans. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private Developer 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Use Approval Letter 

• Variance Approval Letter 

• House Designs 

• Acceptance Letter 

• Foxtrail_PrePlat 

• Original Layout 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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TOPOGRAPHIC CONTOUR
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ENGINEER

ASHFORD ENGINEERS SOUTH, LLC
350 VIRGINIA HIGHLANDS

FAYETTEVILLE, GEORGIA 30215
(678) 817 - 6956

CONTACT:  DANIEL R. GREENE, P.E.
GSWCC LEVEL II CERTIFICATION#0000015975

RODERICK GREER TURNER, III
INDIVIDUALLY & AS EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE

OF CLAUDIA R. TURNER (PRIMARY OWNER)
35 OLDE GATE COURT

POOLER, GEORGIA 31322
(912) 417 - 1000

OWNER

TEMPLAR DEVELOPMENT
160 WHITNEY STREET

FAYETTEVILLE, GEORGIA 30214
(770) 527 - 0323

CONTACT:  JAY KNIGHT
EMAIL: jay@templar-dev.com

DEVELOPER / APPLICANT

CURVE # CHORD BEARING RADIUS ARC LENGTH CHORD LENGTH
C1 N 19°16'36" W 1102.37' 332.19' 330.93'

BOUNDARY CURVE CHART

SITE

VICINITY MAP
SCALE: 1" = 2000'

84

SHEET LEGEND:
EXISTING TREE (SEE SHEET 4 FOR ADDITIONAL INFO)

IRON PIN SETIPS
IRON PIN FOUNDIPF
POINT OF BEGINNINGPOB
POINT OF COMMENCEMENTPOC

GRAVE
MARKER

SANITARY SEWER MANHOLESSMH
DUCTILE IRON PIPEDIP
OPEN TOP PIPEOTP

1.  EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN
2.  PRELIMINARY PLAT
3.  GRADING & DRAINAGE PLAN
4.  TREE PROTECTION & LANDSCAPE PLAN

DRAWING LIST NOTES AND CONDITIONAL USE REQUIREMENTS.
REFER TO SHEET 2 FOR GENERAL DEVELOPMENT
NOTE:
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VARIANCE APPROVALS:

INTERVAL:  2'
TOPOGRAPHIC CONTOUR
NOTE:

THE FOLLOWING APPROVAL CONDITIONS SHALL APPLY:
1. NO GARAGE DOORS SHALL FACE SOUTH MAIN STREET.
2. ALL 24-FOOT-WIDE UNITS SHALL HAVE MINIMUM 18-FOOT-WIDE CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS.
3. ALL UNITS SHALL HAVE MINIMUM 30-FOOT-LONG CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS, FROM GARAGE
DOOR EDGE TO BACK OF CURB.

ENGINEER

ASHFORD ENGINEERS SOUTH, LLC
350 VIRGINIA HIGHLANDS

FAYETTEVILLE, GEORGIA 30215
(678) 817 - 6956

CONTACT:  DANIEL R. GREENE, P.E.
GSWCC LEVEL II CERTIFICATION#0000015975

RODERICK GREER TURNER, III
INDIVIDUALLY & AS EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE

OF CLAUDIA R. TURNER (PRIMARY OWNER)
35 OLDE GATE COURT

POOLER, GEORGIA 31322
(912) 417 - 1000

OWNER
SHEET LEGEND:

24' X 50' (FRONT ENTRY) TOWNHOME

20' X 50' (REAR ENTRY) TOWNHOME

SITE

VICINITY MAP
SCALE: 1" = 2000'

1.  CURRENT ZONING:  H-2
PROPOSED ZONING: H-2 (CUP)
PROPOSED USE: SINGLE FAMILY ATTACHED TOWNHOUSES
TAX ID #: 05241D A001

       -SETBACKS:
EXTERIOR:

FRONT: 25'
       SIDE:  25'

REAR: 35'
INTERIOR:

FRONT: 20'
SIDE: 25' MIN. BUILDING SEPARATION
REAR: 35'

       -TOTAL NUMBER OF LOTS:  90
       -MINIMUM LOT SIZE REQUIRED:  1,800 S.F.
       -MINIMUM DWELLING SIZE REQUIRED:  1,500 S.F.
       -MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT: 3-STORIES
       -INTERNAL STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY WIDTH: 45'
       -INTERNAL STREET WIDTH: 22' FROM BACK OF CURB TO BACK OF CURB
       -PROPOSED 4' SIDEWALKS WITH 5' MEDIAN STRIP BEHIND CURB
       -DRIVEWAYS SHALL BE 16' WIDE FOR REAR ENTRY UNITS AND 18' WIDE FOR FRONT ENTRY UNITS.
       -PARKING: ALL UNITS SHALL HAVE 2-CAR GARAGES AND 2 SPACES FOR EACH DRIVEWAY.
2.  PROPERTY CONTAINS 12.11 ACRES
3.  DENSITY:

SITE AREA: 12.11 ACRES
-NUMBER OF UNITS = 90 / 12.11 ACRES

                                               = 7.43 UNITS / ACRE
4.  BOUNDARY AND RIGHT-OF-WAY INFORMATION PROVIDED BY W&A ENGINEERING DATED OCT. 2023.
     TOPOGRAPHIC INFORMATION TAKEN FROM GIS DATA.
5.  THIS SITE DOES NOT CONTAIN AREAS WITHIN THE 100-YEAR FLOOD HAZARD AREA PER F.E.M.A.
     FIRM PANEL 13063C0088F, DATED 6/7/2017.
6.  TOTAL OPEN SPACE = 3.95 ACRES (32.6% OF TOTAL AREA)
7.  WATER TO BE PROVIDED BY CLAYTON COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY. WASTEWATER SERVICE TO
BE PROVIDED BY CLAYTON COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY.
8.  EASEMENTS WILL BE CREATED FOR FUTURE STORMWATER MAINTENANCE FACILITIES AND
BIO-RETENTION AREAS. THERE WILL BE 20' EASEMENTS FOR ANY SANITARY SEWER OUTSIDE OF STREET
RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND 20' EASEMENTS OR 2 TIMES THE DEPTH OF ANY STORM DRAIN,
WHICH EVER IS GREATER.
9.  PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE:

-START CONSTRUCTION IN EARLY 2024
- COMPLETE DEVELOPMENT BY EARLY 2025
- FULL HOME BUILD OUT BY EARLY 2027

GENERAL NOTES

TEMPLAR DEVELOPMENT
160 WHITNEY STREET

FAYETTEVILLE, GEORGIA 30214
(770) 527 - 0323

CONTACT:  JAY KNIGHT
EMAIL: jay@templar-dev.com

DEVELOPER / APPLICANT

POTENTIAL DRY ENHANCED SWALE /
GRASSED CHANNEL

LOT CHART
LOT SQ. FT ACRES
1 2189 0.050
2 2192 0.050
3 2194 0.050
4 2197 0.050
5 4305 0.099
6 3790 0.087
7 1948 0.045
8 1952 0.045
9 1957 0.045
10 1963 0.045
11 3633 0.083
12 3742 0.086
13 2164 0.050
14 2187 0.050
15 2185 0.050
16 2184 0.050
17 4134 0.095
18 4349 0.100
19 2216 0.051
20 2218 0.051
21 2221 0.051
22 2223 0.051
23 4705 0.108
24 4068 0.093
25 1941 0.045
26 1930 0.044
27 1925 0.044
28 3318 0.076
29 3164 0.073
30 2054 0.047
31 2160 0.050
32 2180 0.050
33 2180 0.050
34 2180 0.050
35 5926 0.136
36 2520 0.058
37 2520 0.058
38 2520 0.058
39 2520 0.058
40 2520 0.058
41 2520 0.058
42 2520 0.058
43 2520 0.058
44 2520 0.058
45 3832 0.088
46 3833 0.088
47 2520 0.058
48 2520 0.058
49 2520 0.058
50 5129 0.118
51 2520 0.058
52 2520 0.058
53 2520 0.058
54 3833 0.088
55 3833 0.088
56 2520 0.058
57 2520 0.058
58 2520 0.058
59 2520 0.058
60 2520 0.058
61 2520 0.058
62 2520 0.058
63 2520 0.058
64 2520 0.058
65 2520 0.058
66 3833 0.088
67 3833 0.088
68 2520 0.058
69 2520 0.058
70 2520 0.058
71 4572 0.105
72 2520 0.058
73 2520 0.058
74 2520 0.058
75 3832 0.088
76 3832 0.088
77 2520 0.058
78 2520 0.058
79 2520 0.058
80 2520 0.058
81 2520 0.058
82 2520 0.058
83 2520 0.058
84 2520 0.058
85 4572 0.105
86 4572 0.105
87 2520 0.058
88 2520 0.058
89 2520 0.058
90 2520 0.058

CONDITIONAL USE REQUIREMENTS:
THE FOLLOWING APPROVAL CONDITIONS SHALL APPLY:
1. DEVELOPMENT SHALL NOT EXCEED THE 90 DWELLING UNITS SHOWN.
2. FINAL ARCHITECTURAL EXTERIORS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION AND THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION.
3. A DEVELOPER'S AGREEMENT SHALL BE PROVIDED TO AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL PERTAINING TO ARCHITECTURAL AND SITE DESIGN ELEMENTS, INCLUDING
STREETLIGHTS. DEVELOPMENT SHALL FORM AN HOA.
4. FINAL LANDSCAPE PLAN SHALL BE SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR.
5. THE DEVELOPMENT SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE SPECIMEN TREE
PROTECTION ORDINANCE, INCLUDING ANY NECESSARY TREE REPLACEMENT AND OR RECOMPENSE
FOR REMOVED SPECIMEN TREES.
6. FOR THE GREENSPACE AREA ADJACENT TO THE RAILROAD, EXISTING TREES DIRECTLY
ADJACENT TO THE RAILROAD LINE SHALL BE PRESERVED TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT POSSIBLE.
7. THE EXISTING GRAVE ON THE SUBJECT PROPERTY SHALL BE PROTECTED BY A 10-FOOT WIDE,
UNDISTURBED BUFFER ON ALL SIDES. ANY FUTURE RELOCATION OF THE GRAVE TO ANOTHER
PROPERTY SHALL FOLLOW ALL STATE AND LOCAL GUIDELINES.
8. MINIMUM 4-FOOT-WIDE CONCRETE SIDEWALKS SHALL OCCUR DOWN THE ENTIRE FRONTAGE
OF THE PROPERTY.
9. THE STANDARDS OF CHAPTER 66, ARTICLE VIII STREET LIGHT DISTRICTS SHALL APPLY.
10. TOWNHOMES DIRECTLY ADJACENT TO SOUTH MAIN STREET SHALL FACE SOUTH MAIN
STREET.
11. AT LEAST ONE OF THE TWO PROPOSED SUBDIVISION ENTRANCES SHALL BE RIGHT-IN,
RIGHT-OUT ONLY.
12. PROPOSED STREET NAMES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AND
CLAYTON COUNTY GIS.
13. MINIMUM 8-FOOT TALL, SOLID, ACOUSTIC FENCING SHALL BE INSTALLED ALONG THE
PROPERTY LINE ADJACENT TO THE RAILROAD TRACK.
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 4 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Council to consider reduction in waiting period for re-application of Zoning Appeal 23-ZA-003 and Variance 23-VAR-003 
for townhomes 0 West Mill Street, Parcel No. 13241C A008, per Sec. 86-121 and 86-373. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Consider Reduction in Waiting Period for Re-Applications 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

On September 11, 2023, zoning appeal application 23-ZA-003 and variance application 23-VAR-003 (townhomes) at 0 

West Mill Street were denied based on criteria specified in the staff reports.  The applicant would like to re-apply and be 

reconsidered for the same use on the same property due to what they feel are extenuating circumstances and a revised 

site plan and architecturals that they feel will alleviate issues and concerns specified in the original staff report. 

Per 86-121 and 86-373, there is a 12-month waiting period between application and re-application by the same applicant 

if their original application is denied.  However, the mayor and council may approve a reduction in the waiting period to 

no less than six months in extenuating circumstances.  If the reduction is approved by Council on November 13th, the 

applicant could have the option of reapplying in March 2024, instead of September 2023. 

Staff recommends approval of the reduction of the waiting period to 6 months (March 2024).   However, approval of the 

reduction doesn’t guarantee approval of the use and does not obligate the Council to approve the re-application. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

n/a 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Denial Letter - Zoning Appeal 

• Denial Letter - Variances 

• Agenda Cover Sheet - O West Mill Street, Townhome Variances 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Manager) City Manager’s 

Office Typed Name and Title Phone 

  

Signature Date 

 

Revised 03/12/09 (Previous versions are obsolete) 

  

                                                                               
       CITY OF JONESBORO DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

    Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 
 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

September 11, 2023 

Requesting Agency 

Community Development (Ima Udoh, applicant) 

 

Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Variance for attached townhomes in R-2 Single-Family Detached Residential District 
Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Article XI - Variances; Sec. 86-100 R-A development standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

 Yes  No  

Summary & Background 
(First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of 
the relevant details for the item.) 

 Agency recommendation – Denial of Variance application; Recently, the applicant filed a zoning verification for 
twelve townhomes at 0 West Mill Street (Parcel number 13241C A008).  This District is normally reserved for 
single-family detached housing on half-acre lots.  

(a) Purpose. The R-2 single family residential district is established to provide for single family detached dwellings on 
individual lots having a minimum area of one-half acre. The district is intended to create and preserve a 
neighborhood setting free of non-residential uses as well as higher density residential uses. Public and institutional 
uses traditionally found in low density neighborhoods are compatible with the R-2 district. Such development is 
typically served by a network of local streets to minimize traffic impacts on the neighborhood. 

Therefore, townhomes or multi-family uses would require an approved zoning appeal to proceed and possibly 
variance for certain development standards.  The applicant has applied for both, and without one the other cannot 
be approved. 

The subject property is 0.87 acres and is located at the corner of West Mill Street and Memorial Avenue, two local 
residential streets. 

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source 
(Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding 

requirements.) 

 Private Owner 

Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.)  

Variance application, Site pictures, Building Elevations, Site Plan 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Staff Recommendation 

Denial 

 

David Allen, Community Development Director, 770.570.2977 
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Continued Page 2 of 3 
 

 

Townhomes must conform to the following development standards (Sec. 86-100 R-A Zoning): 
 

(a) Development standards. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, uses permitted in the R-A district shall 

conform to the following development standards: 

(1) Minimum parent tract size: 87,120 square feet (two acres) Only 0.87 acres 

(2) Minimum lot area per unit: 1800 square feet 1 No lots 

(3) Minimum parent tract width: 150 feet 2 

(4) Minimum front yard: 20 feet 3 

(5) Minimum side yard at perimeter of tract: 25 feet 

(6) Minimum rear yard: 35 feet 

(7) Minimum floor area per dwelling unit: 1,500 square feet 

(8) Maximum building height:  Three stories 

(9) Maximum number of units per building: Eight 

(10) Maximum number of units per development: 64 

(11) Maximum density: Eight units per acre Density would be 13.8 units per acre 

(12) Minimum greenspace: 15 percent of gross acreage This could not be achieved outside of the required 

buffer. 

(13) Minimum building separation: 

Front to Front  40 feet 

Front to Rear  40 feet 

Front to Side  35 feet 

Rear to Rear  40 feet 

Rear to Side  35 feet 

Side to Side  25 feet 

1 This requirement may be waived for zero lot townhomes, provided the developer includes a provision in the 

Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions for the project that clearly describes the maintenance and access of all 

common areas, streets, alleys, and driveways. 

2 Measured at the building line. 

3 The required front yard on any street classified as a collector or above shall be 25 feet. 

(b) Design standards. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, uses permitted in an R-A district shall conform to the 

following design standards: 

(1) Off-street parking shall be provided as specified in article XIII of this chapter. Each dwelling shall provide for a 

minimum two-car garage and a minimum 18-foot-wide concrete driveway.  

(2) Buffers shall be provided as specified in Article XV of this chapter. 

(3) A homeowners association accompanied by recorded covenants shall be mandatory for all townhouse or 

condominium developments, subject to approval by the City Manager. 

(4) Minimum width of each townhouse unit shall be 24 feet. 

(5) A minimum of three different exterior elevations shall be provided for a townhouse development that exceeds 

two acres. 

(6) Townhouse building facades shall visually differentiate individual units through the use of architectural 

materials; a minimum of 50 percent of the front elevation shall consist of brick or stone.  Brick, stone, and/or 

cementitious siding (which may be board, shingle, or lap siding.) variations may be approved by the 

Community Development Director and/or Design Review Commission and Historic Preservation Commission. 

Split faced-concrete block, stucco, or granite block shall only be used in an accent capacity for any building 

elevation. 

(7) All townhouse units shall be designed to have rear entry via rear alleys. If permitted, front-loaded driveways 

shall be scored or finished with decorative treatment, subject to approval by the Design Review Commission, 

and, if applicable, the Historic Preservation Commission.   
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Continued Page 3 of 3 
 

 

(8) Greenspace shall be improved with walking trails and an amenity area having a minimum area of 400 square 

feet with equipment and facilities appropriate to the needs of residents. Greenspace shall have a minimum 

width of 100 feet; trail connections between greenspace areas shall have a minimum width of 50 feet. 

(9) An appropriate landscape plan shall be reviewed and approved by the Community Development Director prior 

to installation of the landscaping. 

 
Given the number of variances needed and the style of the proposed townhomes versus the style of 
surrounding homes (which are relatively near the Historic District), staff does not believe that this 
property is an appropriate location for high-density, attached housing – in the midst of an established 
single-family neighborhood.   
 
The property size is less than half the minimum 2-acre tract size required for townhome developments 
and the proposed density would be approaching twice the maximum allowed.  Also, the overall 
townhome designs do not display three significantly different exterior elevations.  Lots of standards to 
be overlooked to make this development work.  The townhomes that were approved recently were at 
the edge of town and not in the middle of an established neighborhood. 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 5 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding update of the administrative investigation of independent investigator Tracy Lawson. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Discussion of Lawson Investigation Status 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Innovative Leadership 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

 

Discussion regarding update of the administrative investigation of independent investigator Tracy Lawson. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

To Be Determined 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

N/A 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 6 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding text amendment 23-TA-009 Ord. 2023-010 to form the Creative Placemaking Advisory Board within 
the Beautification Commission, Sec. 2-294, Division 1, Article VIII. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Review of Proposed Code Language 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

In August, it was decided to create a “Creative Placemaking Advisory Board” for the City.  Creative placemaking is 

defined as the use of arts and culture by diverse. partners to strategically shape the physical and social character of a 

place in order to spur. economic development, promote enduring social change and improve the physical environment. 

In order to have minimal impact on City personnel and Board volunteers, it was decided to have the Creative 

Placemaking Advisory Board be a subgroup within the Beautification Commission, composed of already serving 

members of the Beautification Commission.  Attached is the proposed code language for this new Commission structure, 

for review and comment. 

The text amendment was advertised for the November Council, and some minor revisions were made based on 

comments from the October Council meeting. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

n/a 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• August Post Agenda 

• Creative Placemaking Board Within Beautification Commission 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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Secs. 2-281—2-289. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE VIII. - BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND AUTHORITIES 

DIVISION 1. - BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION 

Sec. 2-290. - Established. 

Hereby is established the "Beautification Commission for the City of Jonesboro." 

(Ord. No. 2016-13 , § 1, 10-10-2016) 

 

Sec. 2-291. - Authority, purpose, powers and duties. 

The Beautification Commission shall be noncommercial and nonpartisan. 

The purpose of the Beautification Commission is to assist the City Council in the preservation and 

maintenance of the overall appearance of the City and to advise the Mayor, City Council, and City 

Manager about potential creative placemaking projects within the City limits. To implement these 

purposes, an informal program with a relaxed atmosphere will be provided and the following duties are 

imposed upon the Beautification Commission: 

(1) To conduct public meetings concerning issues and matters related to the appearance of the City; and 

(2) To receive, review and/or make recommendations to the Mayor and City Council on matters 

pertaining to the overall appearance of the City. 

(3) To receive, review and/or make recommendations to the Mayor and City Council on potential 

creative placemaking designs and locations within the City limits. 

(Ord. No. 2016-13 , § 1, 10-10-2016)(Am. Ord. 11-13-2023) 

 

Sec. 2-292. - Membership, terms and quorum. 

There shall be seven members of the Beautification Commission. The City Council shall appoint by 

resolution members of the Beautification Commission. The following standards are applicable: 

(1) Each member shall be a taxpayer residing in the City or an owner or operator of a business located 

within Clayton County. 

(2) The City's Code Enforcement Director shall also be a member. 

(3) After service of their initial terms, as set forth by resolution, members shall serve terms of four years 

until their successors are appointed and sworn. 

(4) A majority of active members shall constitute a quorum. 

On an advisory level, the City Manager and/or Mayor shall serve as liaison to the City Council and shall 

provide reports, recommendations, and information to the Beautification Commission, as necessary. 
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Members of the Beautification Commission shall receive no compensation for the performance of their 

duties. 

(Ord. No. 2016-13 , § 1, 10-10-2016; Ord. No. 2017-08 , § 5, 6-12-2017) (Am. Ord. 11-13-2023) 

 

Sec. 2-293. - Officers. 

The Commission shall annually elect from its members a chair, vice-chair, and a secretary. 

The following officers shall be elected and shall have the following duties: 

(1) Chair. 

a. The chair shall preside at all meetings of the Beautification Commission. The chair may also: 

b. Call special meetings. Special meetings may be called by the chair with a minimum of 48 hours' notice 

of said meetings. Appoint members to subcommittees when necessary or as directed by the 

Beautification Commission. 

(2) Vice-chair. In the absence of the chair, or in the event of his/her inability to act, the vice-chair shall 

exercise all powers and duties of the chair. 

(3) Secretary. 

a. The secretary of the commission shall have the following responsibilities: 

b. Prepare and record the minutes for all meetings of the Beautification Commission. 

c. Record and report attendance at all meetings. 

d. In general, perform all other duties incidental to the office of the secretary. 

(Ord. No. 2016-13 , § 1, 10-10-2016) 

 

Sec. 2-294. – Creative Placemaking Advisory Board 

There is established within the Beautification Commission a subcommittee entitled “Creative 

Placemaking Advisory Board” which shall consist of a portion of existing members of the current 

Beautification Commission.   

(1) The subcommittee shall consist of the Chair, the Vice Chair, the Secretary, and the Code 

Enforcement Director / Community Development Director. 

(2) The subcommittee shall meet at the end of every regularly scheduled meeting and review any 

proposals received for creative placemaking designs and their locations. 

(3) The subcommittee shall also forward the creative placemaking designs to the Design Review 

Commission for their recommendations. 

(4) Only creative placemaking designs with specific cost estimates shall be forwarded to the 

Mayor and Council for consideration. 
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(Am. Ord. 11-13-2023) 

 

Sec. 2-295. - Meetings. 

(a) The regular meeting date of the Beautification Commission shall be the fourth Monday of each 

month, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

(b) Special meetings may be called by the chair or by any two members of the Commission (through the 

secretary) and upon 48 hours' notice to all members. 

(c) A total of four voting members shall constitute a quorum. Recommendations and decisions must be 

made by a majority vote of those present and voting. 

(d) In the absence of a quorum, those members present may conduct a workshop, record attendance, 

and furnish minutes in lieu of a regular or special meeting. 

(Ord. No. 2016-13 , § 1, 10-10-2016) (Am. Ord. 11-13-2023) 

 

Sec. 2-296. - Rules of procedure. 

The beautification commission shall conduct all meetings and activities in accordance to parliamentary 

law as stated in the most recent edition of Roberts Rules of Order and in accordance with the most 

recent Georgia Open Meetings Law, O.C.G.A. § 5-14-1 et seq. 

(Ord. No. 2016-13 , § 1, 10-10-2016) (Am. Ord. 11-13-2023) 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 7 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding FY’ 2024 Employee Holiday Calendar and subsequent 2024 Council Meeting Calendar.  

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Requires Adoption by Mayor & Council 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Innovative Leadership 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

The schedule set forth simply formalizes the FY’ 24 Holiday Calendar. As with past years, staff is recommending that 

employees be allowed to take their floating holiday any time within the year. Should the floating holiday not be used 

before the end of the year, the employee will lose the time. 

 

• Monday, January 1, 2024 – New Year’s Day 

• Monday, January 15, 2024 – Martin Luther King Jr., Day 

• Monday, May 27, 2024 – Memorial Day 

• Wednesday, June 19, 2024 - Juneteenth 

• Thursday, July 4, 2024 – Independence Day 

• Monday, September 2, 2024 – Labor Day 

• Thursday November 28, 2024 – Thanksgiving Day 

• Friday November 29, 2024 – Day after Thanksgiving 

• Tuesday, December 24, 2024 – Christmas Eve 

• Wednesday, December 25, 2024 – Christmas Day 

• Floating Holiday – Must be used by 12/31/2024 

The 2024 calendar is relatively unusual, in that it has holidays like Juneteenth, the Fourth of July, and Christmas in the 

middle of the week. 

Floating Holiday – In observance as such day as each City employee may determine.  
 

Part-time employees shall not be paid for holidays. When an observed holiday falls on a day on which a part-time 
employee is scheduled to work, the part-time employee may request to re-schedule their work with the appropriate 
Department Director. 
 
The Holiday Calendar for January and September poses a situation that must be resolved in regards to the Council 
meeting calendar, which is always scheduled, when possible, for the first and second Mondays of every month.  The first 
Council meeting of January would be on Monday, January 1, 2024, which of course coincides with the New Year’s Day 

7.7
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holiday. The first Council meeting of September would be on Monday, September 2, 2024, which coincides with the 
Labor Day holiday.  (Usually we have the same situation in July, but in 2024, the Fourth of July holiday is towards the 
end of the week. 
 
Normally, this situation has been rectified by combining the two Council meetings in January and September into one 
combined meeting the second Monday of the month, which makes for a long meeting.  Another alternative would be to 
meeting conflicting with the holiday being held on the next day, Tuesday.  So, Tuesday, January 2nd would be the Work 
Session and Tuesday, September 3rd would be the Work Session. 
 
 
 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

n/a 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 8 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding timetable of City of Jonesboro annual Christmas event. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Discussion of City Christmas Event 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Recreation, Entertainment and Leisure Opportunities 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Lighting of the Tree. 

Date: Thursday, November 30, 2023. 

6pm to 7pm.  

 

Merry Mistletoe Market. 

Date: Saturday, December 2, 2023 

Time: 4pm to 8pm. 

Merry Mistletoe Market with our Farmers and Makers Market Vendors. 

Music from the Jonesboro High School Majestic Marching Cardinals.  

Dance performances!!! Food Trucks!!! 

Santa will be escorted to the main market area. 

There will be an explosive surprise finale. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Annual budgeted item 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 
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Tbd 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 9 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding possible future implementation of City of Jonesboro Recycling Program. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Discussion of Possibility for City Recycling Program 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Safety, Health and Wellbeing 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

The City has never had a designated recycling program, at least not since the time it took on in-house sanitation 

services nearly 15 years ago.  If the City chooses to privatize sanitation, then recycling could be offered by a private, 

more experienced sanitation company.  If the City remains with in-house sanitation, a recycling program, while a good 

idea environmentally, would pose a number of potentially costly equipment and manpower issues with City staff. 

- Specialized recycling containers. 

- Possible separate truck for collecting recyclable materials. 

- Separation area at Public Works to hold specific recyclable materials. 

- More manpower involved and a longer sanitation route in terms of time. 

- More fees at landfills (not every place deals with recycling). 

 

If the City remains with in-house sanitation, a detailed cost study is recommended for the issues above before the 

possibility is explored further. 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

To Be Determined 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Tbd 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 10 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding status of Jonesboro Beautification Commission for 2023 and 2024. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Update on Beautification Commission 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

The Jonesboro Beautification Commission, coordinated by Derry Walker and chaired by Cameron Dixon, has not met 

since Mr. Walker left in August.  Technically, Interim City Manager has been directing code enforcement since that time, 

but has not had a chance to convene the Jonesboro Beautification Commission for an official meeting.  In addition, 

several members expressed to Mr. Walker their intent to no longer serve since his departure.   

Mr. Allen may hold a short meeting in either November or December, but also may wait until January for two pending 

actions which could affect the Commission: 

- The inclusion of a Creative Placemaking Advisory Board as a subcommittee for the Beautification Commission 

should be ratified in November. 

- Current chairman Cameron Dixon is running for a City Council seat and will have to be replaced on the 

Beautification Commission if elected. 

Staff fully intends for the Beautification Commission to be fully operational again for 2024. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

n/a 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

None 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 11 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding the presented Jonesboro Agricultural Plan and addressing the food desert on the east side of 
Jonesboro. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Discussion About Addressing Food Desert in East Jonesboro 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization, Innovative 

Leadership 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Councilman Alfred Dixon requested a discussion item concerning the lack of food options (grocery and restaurant) in the 

eastern portion of the City. 

Stockbridge Road was the site of the Ingles grocery store for many years, but, along with the other stores, was a victim 

of the creation of the bypass around that portion of Jonesboro. 

About a year and a half ago, a community food bank was approved by the Mayor and Council in the same Ingles 

shopping center, but the financing fell through. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

To Be Determined 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Tbd 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 12 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding Clayton County Water Authority water pump and drainage at Spring Street and Fayetteville Road. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Discussion of Drainage at Spring Street and Fayetteville Road 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Transportation Infrastructure 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Councilman Alfred Dixon is requesting discussion regarding the Clayton County Water Authority water pump and 

drainage issues at Spring Street and Fayetteville Road. 

Due to the location of a creek in this area, the nearby residences are subject to flooding during heavy or extreme rain 

events, the worst one in recent memory being the remnants of a tropical storm in August 2021.  Portions of this area are 

designated as floodplain on FEMA maps. 

Also, there is a storm pipe failure under Tara Blvd. near this area as a result of faulty material being installed in the 

1990s.  This is part of an unresolved lawsuit. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

To Be Determined 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Tbd 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, Interim City 
Clerk 

Date 

November, 6, 2023 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 13 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  November 6, 2023 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding Jonesboro’s Emergency Preparedness Plan. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Discussion Concerning an Emergency Preparedness Plan 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization, Safety, 

Health and Wellbeing 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Councilman Alfred Dixon is requesting discussion regarding Jonesboro’s Emergency Preparedness Plan.  Although 

there has already been discussion of this in past years, the City does not have a current, all-encompassing emergency 

or disaster preparedness plan.  Although, there are shelter in place procedures for natural disasters in the new 

Jonesboro City Center, there is not all-encompassing plan for the most current city limits, in terms of natural and man-

made emergencies. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

To Be Determined. 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Tbd 
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