
JONESBORO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING AGENDA – 01/16/2024    1 

 

 

 

Jonesboro Historic Preservation Commission 

1859 CITY CENTER WAY 

January 16, 2024 – 5:30 PM 

 

Agenda 
 
NOTE: As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Jonesboro will assist 
citizens with special needs given proper notice to participate in any open meetings of the City of 
Jonesboro. Please contact the City Clerk’s Office via telephone (770-478-3800) should you need 
assistance.  
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER – Chairperson Betsy Wester 

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

IV.  OLD BUSINESS - NONE 

1. Historic Preservation Commission to consider waiving waiting period for proposed demolition of existing 
building in Historic District at 217 South Main Street; Parcel No. 05241D A001. 

 

V.  NEW BUSINESS - ACTION ITEMS 

1. Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for Residence – 114 
Ingleside Drive; Parcel No. 12017A C007; Enclosure of carport in Historic Residential Overlay. 

 

2. Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for Verizon – 170 South 
Main Street; Parcel No. 05241B B009; Small cell communication pole in Historic District. 

 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT 

 



 

FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

January, 16, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 1 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  January 16, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Historic Preservation Commission to consider waiving waiting period for proposed demolition of existing building in 
Historic District at 217 South Main Street; Parcel No. 05241D A001. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-103 – H-2 Zoning Purpose and Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization, Historic 

Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of waiver of waiting period for demolition of existing house; Recently, a new 
townhome development with certain developmental variances was approved for the property at 217 South Main Street.  
Construction should start around the first of the new year.  The property is within the Historic District (H2). 

There is an existing house on the property, which has no relevance to the new development and is within the right-of-
way of one of the new streets that will be required for the townhome development. 

Per the section 86-103, 
(g) Delay in demolition of historic buildings. From and after the designation of a historic district, no building or structure 

therein shall be demolished or otherwise removed until the owner thereof shall have given the historic preservation 

commission via the director of downtown development's office 120 days' written notice of his proposed action. Upon 

receiving written notice, the city shall erect a sign on the property to indicate that the building or structure is proposed for 

demolition. During such 120-day period the historic preservation commission may negotiate with the owner and with any 

other parties in an effort to find a means of preserving the building. Should the historic preservation commission find that 

the building involved has no particular historic significance or value toward maintaining the character of the district, it 

may waive all or part of such 90-day period and authorize earlier demolition or removal. In making a determination of a 

building's particular historic significance, the historic preservation commission shall refer to the most recent inventory of 

historic buildings kept on file at the office of downtown development. 

The building does date to 1905 but is in bad shape and has not been lived in in several years.  Staff 
recommends a full waiver from the demolition waiting period, as the preservation of the home will directly 
conflict with the approved development plans for the townhomes, and clearing and grading will start this winter. 
 
Update: 
 
This was tabled from November to get more information as to the status of the house.  Per the current property 
owner, Roderick G, Turner: 
 
Be advised that there is a well on the back porch of the main house and a well on the front porch of one of the 
outbuildings located approximately 125 yards east of the main house. All of these buildings are structurally unsound and 
the roof, ceiling, or floor is subject to collapse at any time. 
 
Access to these structures is at the risk of the individual entering the building. Neither I, nor any of the owners of the 
property, will be held at fault for any injuries or deaths that may occur. 
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Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private Owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Property Info 

• Site Plan 

• Foxtrail_HistoricalCommission_Waiver_Letter 

• Owner Letter 

• Acceptance Letter - January 2024 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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ashford engineers south, LLC 
350 Virginia Highlands 

Fayetteville, GA  30215 USA 
Tel 678.817.6956 

 
November 13, 2023 

 
Mr. David D. Allen, RLA  
Community Development Director / Zoning Administrator / Interim City Manager 
City of Jonesboro 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
1859 City Center Way 
Jonesboro, Georgia 30236 
  
RE:  Foxtrail Subdivision:  Historic Preservation Commission Request 

217 South Main Street 
City of Jonesboro, Clayton County, Georgia 
Ashford Ref. No. 23‐T7005 

 
 

Dear Mr. Allen: 
 

The purpose of this letter is to follow up our prior development requests for the subject 
property located at 217 South Main Street, within the limits of the City of Jonesboro.  As you 
are aware Ashford Engineers South, LLC has been contracted by Templar Development to 
prepare development plans for their project.  The proposed development is for a ninety (90) lot 
townhome development.  To complete this development, the developer will need to demolish 
the existing structures on the site, which have been deemed historical.  Please accept this letter 
as the official request to waive the Historical Commission’s one hundred twenty (120) day study 
period, as the developer plans to move forward with development as soon as the development 
is properly permitted. 
 

Please let me know if you have any questions or require further documentation.  The owner or a 
designated representative shall attend the Commission’s Hearing on November 20, 2023. 
 

Very truly yours,           
ashford engineers south, LLC        
 

 Daniel R. Greene 
Daniel R. Greene, P.E.          
President / Project Manager 
 
 
Cc:    Jay Knight, Templar Development 
  File 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

January, 16, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 1 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  January 16, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for Residence – 114 Ingleside Drive; 
Parcel No. 12017A C007; Enclosure of carport in Historic Residential Overlay. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-98 R-4 District Standards; Sec. 86-111 Historic Residential Overlay Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization, Historic Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of carport enclosure with conditions; The single-family detached residence 
with single carport at 114 Ingleside Drive was built many years ago. Recently, the current owner applied to fully enclose 
the carport on the side of the house.  The enclosure would be used as an extra storage room and not be a bedroom. 
Their building permit is pending, but Design Review Commission and Historic Preservation Commission review are 
required.  The property is zoned R-4 and is in the Historic Residential Overlay.  The residence is predominantly brick 
(red), but the applicant is proposing to have the carport enclosure enclosed by siding (with a new window and 
door). 

Per Code Sec. 86-276., the enclosure of porches or garages prohibited. 

Enclosure of front porches shall be prohibited without compensating construction of a replacement porch of equal or 
greater dimension. Similarly, enclosure of attached garages shall be prohibited without compensating construction of a 
replacement garage of equal or greater dimension. Replacement garages may be attached or detached. 

However, the code does not prohibit the enclosure of carports, and the Code makes a distinction between 
garages and carports:   

Carport. A structure attached or made a part of a principal dwelling and open to the elements on two or more sides, 
intended to shelter vehicles. 

Garage, private. An accessory building or a portion of the principal dwelling designed or used for storage of motor-driven 
vehicles owned and used by the occupants of the building.  The garage is enclosed on all three sides where the access 
door is not. 

 
Thus, per the enclosed pictures, the structure definitely qualifies as a carport. 

(b) R-4 Development standards. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, uses permitted in the R-2 district shall 
conform to the following development standards: 
(1) Minimum lot area: 10,480 square feet (1/4-acre) Lot not changing. 
(2) Minimum lot width: 75 feet Lot not changing. 
(3) Minimum front yard: 25 feet Overall footprint not changing. 
(4) Minimum side yard: 12 feet Overall footprint not changing. 
(5) Minimum rear yard: 25 feet Overall footprint not changing. 

5.1
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(6) Minimum floor area per dwelling unit: 1,600 square feet The house is only 1040 square feet of living area and will 
still be under the 1600 square-foot minimum.  However, the overall footprint is not changing, so I do not regard 
this as a variance situation. 
(7) Maximum building height: Two stories and 35 feet Height not changing. 
(8) Maximum lot coverage: 35 percent Overall footprint not changing.  

 
 
Historic Residential Overlay Development standards (for additions): 
 
d. Additions. 
 
1. Additions shall be placed away from public view on the rear elevation or on a side elevation well behind the facade.  
Will not be in front of façade. 
2. Additions shall not obscure the form, orientation or symmetry of the original structure, nor shall such additions exceed 
the degree of ornamentation of the original structure.  Complies. 
3. Matching or compatible siding and roofing materials shall be used. See approval conditions below. 
4. Matching or compatible windows and doors shall be used.  See approval conditions below. 
5. The removal of a significant portion of original materials to construct an addition is prohibited. n/a 
 
Vinyl siding will not be allowed; any siding material shall be Hardiplank.  While staff respects the cost of doing 
an all-brick carport enclosure to match the house, the water table or “skirt” of the carport enclosure should be 
related color wise and material wise to the rest of the house and not be all siding. 
 
 

1. Hardiplank siding color shall match match gable siding color. 
2. New windows shall match color and style of existing front windows. 
3. Bottom of enclosure’s exterior shall match the adjacent stone on the house’s foundation. 

 
 
Update for Historic Preservation meeting: 
 
The Design Review Commission had some further comments about the carport enclosure. 
 
1.   Hardiplank siding color shall match match gable siding color.  (horizontal siding) 
2.   New windows shall match color and style of existing front windows.  Window needs to be same height as 
other windows.  If you can’t match the style of existing windows closely enough, then provide a gridless, 
double-hung picture window instead.   
3.  Bottom of enclosure’s exterior shall closely match the color and height of the adjacent stone on the house’s 
foundation. (Including the white grout).  This shall occur on the front of the carport enclosure and the side. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private Owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Existing House 

• Acceptance Letter - January 2024 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval with Conditions 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

January, 16, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 2 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  January 16, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Historic Preservation Commission to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for Verizon – 170 South Main Street; 
Parcel No. 05241B B009; Small cell communication pole in Historic District. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-103, H-2 Historic District Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization, Historic 

Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of pole placement and design; Recently, Verizon approached the City about 
placing a small cell pole in the right of way in front of the old police department building at 170 South Main Street.  Small 
cell technology replaces the tall cell towers with much smaller structures, usually the size of power poles and street light 
poles.  This area is within the Historic District, and thus the new structure must be reviewed by the Design Review 
Commission and Historic Preservation Commission. 
 
Sec. 86-103. - H-2 historic district. 
(c) Required review of exterior changes. From and after the designation of the H-2 district, no exterior portion of any 
building or other structure that can be viewed from the public right-of-way (including stone walls, fences, light fixtures, 
steps and pavement, or other appurtenant features) nor an aboveground utility structure, nor any type of permanent sign 
shall be erected, altered, restored or moved within such H-2 district until an application for a certificate of 
appropriateness as to exterior architectural features and signage has been submitted to and approved by the historic 
preservation commission. All proposed changes requiring a certificate of appropriateness shall comply with the H-2 
design standards found in subsection (l) herein. 
 
The proposed pole is black metal, about 29 feet tall, and will look similar to nearby street light poles already in place.  

Just one pole is proposed for now.  While in the Historic District, this property is not in the downtown “core.” 

Design Review recommendation, 1.3.24:  Denial of current location 
 
The committee stated that the pole (especially the top) was a bad look for the historic district, and they were 
concerned about the precedent this might start with a lot of these poles possibly scattered around the 
downtown.   
 
They asked if it could be moved outside of the right-of-way (out of plain sight) or co-located on an existing 
structure in the city? 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private Owner 

5.2
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Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Proposed Pole 

• Pole Specs 

• Existing Light Pole 

• Acceptance Letter HPC 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Denial of Current Location 
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