CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

170 SOUTH MAIN STREET

June 8, 2020 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, June 8, 2020. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 170 South Main Street, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR JOY B. DAY


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - RICKY L. CLARK, JR., CITY MANAGER


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Pat Sebo-Hand
	Mayor Pro-Tem
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	7:28 PM

	Joy B. Day
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Ricky L. Clark
	City Manager
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Joe Nettleton
	Public Works Director
	Present
	

	1036
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Officer
	Absent
	

	Kelli Duffy
	Municipal Court Clerk
	Present
	

	Wilfred Norwood
	Interim Chief of Police
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - COUNCILWOMAN DR. DONYA SARTOR


	At this time, Councilmember Donya Sartor led everyone in 46 seconds of silence in honor of our movement as a community, as a country toward equality for all. 
Councilmember Sartor encourages everyone to take time in the upcoming weeks to focus on ways that you can be a part of a more inclusiveness community toward equality. 


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the agenda as presented.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS - NONE


	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding Variance #20-VAR-002, a variance concerning the continued use of exterior vinyl siding in the H-2 Historic District by Dawn L. Murray / House of Dawn for property located at 1115 New Dawn Court (Parcel No. 05241B B007A), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. 
Sheila Taylor, Board Chair for House of Dawn was present to speak in favor of the Variance.  Ms. Taylor read a letter she mailed to Mayor Day and City Council Members in favor of the variance additionally asking the following questions: 
·
In reference to the emphasis put on the request to make everything match the duplexes; what did that mean exactly?
·
What does the difference between the two materials have to do with the safety of the structure and longevity; to see if the variance could be granted based on this, and not what may have seemed to have be inferred that this was done to cut cost. 
Jean Hilyard from Home Aid Atlanta spoke in support of this being a mistake. Stated that the builder captains are doing a lot to support this project at a great loss of income to them in order to help with this project. 
Dawn Murry-Hartman, Owner of House of Dawn, thanked Mayor and Council for their consideration. Stated that if the change has to be made, it would prolong things but will do whatever is decided. 
Hearing no further comments, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned the Public Hearing was duly closed.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Ordinance 2020-013, a proposed text amendment to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, with the addition of Article III “Specimen Tree Protection” to Chapter 82 – Vegetation, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	At this time Mr. Clark opened the audibles up for 15 to 20 seconds. Hearing none for public comment, public comments were duly closed.


	IX.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the June 1, 2020 Work Session.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [5 TO 0]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor

AWAY:
Ed Wise

	X.
	
CONSENT AGENDA


RESULT:
ADOPTED [5 TO 0]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor

AWAY:
Ed Wise

	1.
	Council to consider approval of the purchase of DocuSign.


	2.
	Council to consider approval of the revised 2020 Intergovernmental Agreement for the Use and Distribution of proceeds from the 2021 Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax for Capital Outlay Projects. 


	XI.	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of Variance#20-VAR-002, a variance concerning the continued use of exterior vinyl siding in the H-2 Historic District by Dawn L. Murray / House of Dawn for property located at 1115 New Dawn Court (Parcel No. 05241B B007A), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
DENIED [5 TO 0]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor

AWAY:
Wise

The polled results were as follows:
Councilmember Pat Sebo-Hand - Deny
Councilmember Billy Powell - 
Councilmember Donya Sartor - Deny
Councilmember Tracy Messick - Deny
Councilmember Bobby Lester - Deny
	2.
	Council to consider approval of Ordinance 2020-013, a proposed text amendment to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, with the addition of Article III “Specimen Tree Protection” to Chapter 82 – Vegetation, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 7/6/2020 6:00 PM
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

At this time, David Allen, Community Development Director, informed Mayor and Council that modifications, mostly to the residential area, have been made based on comments received from Council Members.
Additional questions and comments from Council Members:
Councilmember Bobby Lester - Requested to table this item in order to read it thoroughly to get a clearer understanding. 
Councilmember Tracey Messick - Questioned Section 82.37-A of the fines, Requesting an example from a residential point of view. How does the court fines and jail times affect residents? Will the fine be assessed daily, until a tree is planted, or until money is donated to the tree bank? Who would be opened to the penalties? Developer that took down the trees, the property owner who gave permission or both?
Mr. Allen replied that the fines were modeled after the typical court penalties that Mr. Clark and Mr. Walker are more directly involved with. The fees can be up to $1,000.00 with some discretion. Additional modifications to this section can be made to offer a clearer definition.
Mayor Day stated that most infractions have the same language and at the discretion of the judge. Daily fines are typically imposed by the judge as well.
Mr. Clark stated that we need guidance from legal to ensure this ordinance does not supersede the existing law as it relates to daily fines. 
Trimming of the Trees - Can we check with legal to require supervision over the utility company to ensure they trim the trees properly? 
Mr. Allen stated that he made a bigger distension between pruning and topping a tree, topping is not desired. 
Councilmember Tracey Messick requested to table this item until we look further into it. 
Councilmember Sebo-Hand requested clarification on the impact on the residents.  Do you need to get an arborist to trim up a tree?  Agrees with tabling until we get legal guidance
Mr. Allen replied that an arborist is only required when you are removing a tree.
Councilmember Ed Wise agrees with tabling this item for now. 
	XII.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of Ordinance 2020-014 amending the Declaration of Emergency (ordinance No. 2020-010) adopted by the Jonesboro City Council. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [5 TO 1]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Sartor, Wise

NAYS:
Powell

At current, the Emergency order that we are under expires July 30, 2020. Under the Governor order issued on May 28, 2020 there were several changes.  We would like to bring our adopted code in line with the Governor’s order. 
This new ordinance does open our parks immediately with our regular operating schedule and puts our State of Emergency in line with the Governor’s order of July 12, 2020. 
Councilmember Sebo-Hand - Asked if the restrooms will be opened - Mr. Clark replied yes, the bathrooms in the market area only will be opened and closed daily
Councilmember Sebo-Hand - Asked if we need to post signage to use the restrooms at their own risk. Mr. Clark replied yes, signage will be posted.
Mr Clark directed Council that if they see someone not social distancing not to call the police. 
Councilmember Powell - Asked if its not possible to social distance, what do we do if it’s not possible. 
Mayor Day stated, each participant has to be responsible for themselves. 
Mr. Clark stated that twenty-five people and under can gather practicing social distancing.
Councilmember Sartor stated that there is not mandate to prevent social distancing, only recommendations, there is no way we can enforce it. 
	2.
	Council to consider approval of Ordinance #2020-015 amending Section 58-43 (“Applications and Permits”) in Division 2 (“Permit”), Article I (“In General”) of Chapter 58 (“Streets, Sidewalks and other Public Places”) of the Code of Ordinance of the City of Jonesboro. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

This is a minor fix to shorten the deadline for Special Events Permits to seven days for all events over twenty-five people. Subsequent to this, staff will work on a comprehensive amendment that include definitions of public assemblages. 
Legal is currently working on the major revisions. We have to address the difference in obtaining a Special Events Permit and a license to utilizing Lee Street Park. We have to ensure they are two different things. 
	3.
	Council to consider authorization to issue a letter of support for the Clayton County Georgia Smart Communities Grant Opportunity. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

This is a letter of endorsement from the City in support of a program the County is attempting to participate in. 
	XIII.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Ricky L. Clark Jr., City Manager: 
·
Broad Street is continuing to move, anticipate completion in August.
·
In the process of finalizing a candidate for the Chief of Police position.
·
Things are working well through this COVID-19 environment, Thank You for your support and understanding. 
The City applied for $500,000.00; The purpose was for CDBG relief funds from the Federal Government as it relates to COVID-19.  Of that, $250 0,000.00 grant for local businesses, $100,000.00 for homeowner repairs and back payment of bills, $100,000.00 for the creation of a food bank concept, and $50,000.00 to reimburse local government for any and all expenses relative to COVID-19. Clayton County will award those funds on June 16, 2020.  We are asking to have a special call meeting the week of the 16th to discuss the program and allow council to amend our budget in receipt of those funds. 


	XIV.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Councilmember Ed Wise - None
Councilmember Billy Powell - Inquired as to the date Lidl will open? 
Construction will be complete by the end of the year. 
Councilmember Pat Sebo-Hand - Thanks to Councilmember Sartor, Jule Segner, Board Member Mary Baker, Marques Strickland, Principal of Lee Street Elementary for assisting in the delivery of the Snack Packs weekly. Thank you to Councilmember Tracey Messick and Councilmember Sartor for the support for the March to the Polls. Additionally, the Farmers Market is going well, a lot of new vendors and repeat customers. Markets hours are Saturday from 8 am-12 noon and Wednesday from 10 am-1pm.
Councilmember Lester - Thank you to the Police Department and Public Works for keeping our City safe and clean.
Councilmember Tracey Messick Thanks to the youth of the community for the March to the Polls.  They were well behaved and very positive. Would like to start a Youth Council, anyone interested please let her know. 
Councilmember Donya Sartor - Thanks to Councilmember Sebo-Hand for spear heading the Snack Packs Programs. Also extended the invitation to other Councilmembers to join in. Asked Mr. Clark what can we do for the Census?
Mr. Clark’s response:
·
Distribute rack cards to remind everyone to complete the Census.
·
Focused Pop-Up events.
·
National Census date can be rescheduled to August and possibly partner with the County. 
Councilmember Donya Sartor - Honored to have the opportunity to speak at the March on the Polls, the organizers were very intentional about their purpose. Thanks to the City of Jonesboro Police for their assistance and professional interactions. Thank You to Councilmembers for the dialogue to get to a  considerable compromise until we can get our ordinance where we need to.  The organizers left feeling very supported by the City. 


	XV.
	
OTHER BUSINESS - None


	XVI.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 7:05 P.M.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

JOY B. DAY – MAYOR
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