CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

170 SOUTH MAIN STREET

November 9, 2020 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, November 9, 2020. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 170 South Main Street, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR JOY B. DAY


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - RICKY L. CLARK, JR., CITY MANAGER


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Pat Sebo-Hand
	Mayor Pro-Tem
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Joy B. Day
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Ricky L. Clark
	City Manager
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Absent
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Joe Nettleton
	Public Works Director
	Absent
	

	Cable Glenn-Brooks
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Officer
	Present
	

	Sandra Meyers
	Finance Officer
	Present
	

	Maria Wetherington
	Assistant
	Present
	

	Tommy Henderson
	Chief of Police
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - Prayer of Thanksgiving by Ralph Waldo Emerson read by Mayor Joy B. Day.


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


	Under Presentations: Add the presentation of the 6th Annual Scarecrow participants and winners.
Under Other Business: Amend the Executive session from real estate to personnel related matters only.


1.
Motion to adopt the agenda with the following amendments

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	At this time Cable Brooks presented all participants with a Certificates of Participation.  The winners were as follows:
First Place Winner - White and Associates LLC
Second Place Winner - Skibiel Law Firm
Third Place Winner - Better Buy Glass


	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING - None


1.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application 20-CU-013 for Purpose Learning Academy, a daycare / nursery school, by Whitney Wilder, applicant, for property at 177 North Main Street (Parcel No. 13240D C004) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Variance Application 20-VAR-007 for a residential addition, by Jose Valbuena, applicant, for property at 253 Wayne Avenue (Parcel No. 12048A E007) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application 20-CU-014 for a post-production studio for movies and video, by Patrick Carpenter, for property at 249 North Main Street (Parcel No. 13240B A005), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


4.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application 20-CU-003 for “House of Praise / Casa De Alabanza” a church / place of religious assembly by House of Praise / Casa De Alabanza, for property located at 7827 Old Morrow Road (Parcel No. 12048B B002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  Property is owned by Jonesboro Commercial Center, LLC.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. Newton Galloway, attorney representing Jonesboro Commercial Center was present to speak on behalf of the applicant.  Addressed two points from the last staff report:
1.
Traffic - No evidence that the assembly of churches has caused traffic issues on Sunday.
2.
Parking - The parking is not used by all tenants at the same time. 
Mr. Galloway argues that the City Ordinances concerning churches operating in commercial centers prohibits growth and will negatively impact the surrounding neighborhoods.
Upon the completing of Mr. Galloways comments, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	IX.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the October 12, 2020 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the October 19, 2020 Special Called Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

3.  Consideration of the Minutes of the November 2, 2020 Work Session.
Correction to the November 2, 2020 Work Session:
Adoption of Agenda item read; “Motion to lift a Conditional use Permit for “House of Pruase / Casa De Alvanza” and reset for November 9, 2020 Regular Meeting. 
Adoption of Agenda item should read: Motion to lift a Conditional use Permit for “House of Praise / Casa De Alvanza” and reset for November 9, 2020 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	X.
	
CONSENT AGENDA


RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	1.
	Council to consider approval of KeyRisk as provider for Workers Compensation insurance renewal. 


	2.
	Council to consider approval of the following benefit renewals for effective January 1, 2021:
Major Medical – United Healthcare (no increase)
Dental – Lincoln (4% increase)
Basic Life & AD&D – Lincoln (no increase)
Voluntary Life – Lincoln (no increase)
Vision – Lincoln (2% decrease) 


3.
Council to consider approval of cancelling the 2020 Christmas Parade and hosting a Tree Lighting ceremony and market on December 5, 2020. 

4.
Council to consider approval of Resolution to affirm the age restriction for the Residential Development of 55 years and older.

	XI.	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application 20-CU-003 for “House of Praise / Casa De Alabanza” a church / place of religious assembly by House of Praise / Casa De Alabanza, for property located at 7827 Old Morrow Road (Parcel No. 12048B B002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  Property is owned by Jonesboro Commercial Center, LLC.


RESULT:
DENIED [3 TO 3]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Lester, Messick, Sartor

NAYS:
Sebo-Hand, Powell, Wise

Questions and Concerns:
Councilmember Messick - For the churches that are already located there, have we had any issues or complaints with traffic or parking from residents in the area?  How many members is the proposed church anticipating having?  Will the churches hold service at the same time? 
David Allen replied that he has not received any complaints related to traffic or parking. No specifics on the size of the congregation; councilmember Sartor reminded Mr. Allen that the congregation size will be fifty members. He has not received any notification that any of the existing churches have plans to leave.  The general worship time is 10:00 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. on Sunday. 
Councilmember Sartor - Does the 37 parking spaces include the 10 to 12 parking spaces in the back?
David Allen replied that the 37 parking spaces are the front only. 
Councilmember Sartor reminded everyone that according to past meetings, the churches collaborate with one another to ensure everyone isn’t meeting at the same time. 
Denied on the bases that the applicant did not satisfy his burden showing that the application for Conditional Use Permit will promote the public health, safety, morality and general welfare of the City of Jonesboro.  Furthermore, the application does not meet the certain conditions required by Section 86-183; among other considerations; and could negatively impact the adjacent properties as inadequate parking spaces on the property, and increase traffic could lead to an encroachment on neighboring properties and increase congestion on public streets within the area. 
	2.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application 20-CU-013 for Purpose Learning Academy, a daycare / nursery school, by Whitney Wilder, applicant, for property at 177 North Main Street (Parcel No. 13240D C004) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
DENIED [3 TO 3]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, Powell, Sartor

NAYS:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Wise

	3.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application 20-CU-014 for a post-production studio for movies and video, by Patrick Carpenter, for property at 249 North Main Street (Parcel No. 13240B A005), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [5 TO 1]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

NAYS:
Lester

	4.
	Council to consider Variance Application 20-VAR-007 for a residential addition, by Jose Valbuena, applicant, for property at 253 Wayne Avenue (Parcel No. 12048A E007) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Staff recommendation: Approval, with listed conditions
1. The replacement exterior material shall be either Hardiplank or brick, and not vinyl siding. If Hardiplank, it shall match any siding or trim color already on the rest of the house. If brick, it shall match the brick color already on the rest of the house.
 2. Any replacement doors and windows shall match the existing style. 
	XII.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of settlement agreement and Budget Amendment in the amount of $425,000 for the purchase of 154 Smith Street and 156 Smith Street. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

The $425,000.00 will be transferred from the General Fund Balance. 
	XIII.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Ricky L. Clark Jr., City Manager 
·
Continuing to finalize Broad Street
·
Utilities are about two weeks out from mobilizing
·
Georgia Power’s currently removing utility poles
·
Comcast will begin removing their utility lines soon
·
Final Tenant Lease forthcoming


	XIV.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Councilmember Sartor - On behalf of my family, I want to take personal privilege to thank the Council and the City for you for services, your condolences and thoughtfulness on the passing of her mother on October 26.
Councilmember Lester - None
Councilmember Wise - None
Councilmember Powell -None
Councilmember Messick - None
Councilmember Sebo-Hand - None


	XV.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing of personel related matters at 6:50 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

2.
Motion to adjourn Exexcutive Session and resume Regular Session at 7:01 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

3.
Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session

	XVI.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 7:02 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

JOY B. DAY – MAYOR




RICKY L. CLARK, JR. – CITY MANAGER
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