CITY OF JONESBORO

Work Session

170 SOUTH MAIN STREET

October 4, 2021 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Work Session on Monday, October 4, 2021. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 170 South Main Street, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Joy B. Day


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Pat Sebo-Hand
	Mayor Pro-Tem
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Councilmember
	Absent
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Joy B. Day
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Ricky L. Clark
	City Manager
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Cable Glenn-Brooks
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Officer
	Present
	

	Brandon Hermsmeier
	Interim Public Works Director
	Present
	

	Tommy Henderson
	Chief of Police
	Present
	

	Kelli Duffy
	Municipal Court Clerk
	Present
	

	Nina Robinson
	Director of Finance
	Present
	

	Alicia Wingster
	Finance Technician
	Present
	


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - Ricky L. Clark, Jr., City Manager


	III.
	
INVOCATION - Moment o Silence


	IV.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the agenda with the following amendments.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

Under Other Business - Add Item #8 Executive Session for the purpose of discussing potential litigations. 
	V.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding adoption of the FY' 22 Millage Rate.

At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing.  As none was present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned. 
	VI.
	
WORK SESSION


	1.
	Discussion regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 21-CU-016, for a convenience store (with existing gas pumps), by Georgian Investment Properties LLC, property owner, and Omer Ahmad Syed, applicant, for property at 249 North Main Street (Parcel No. 13240B A005), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
Next: 10/11/2021 6:00 PM
At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing.  Mr. Syed, applicant, was present to speak and answered questions.  
Questions and Concerns
Councilmember Messick inquired if the proposed business is in the Historic District?
Mr. Allen advised that it is not located in the Historic District and Mr. Clark informed that the Historic District runs from South Main Street to North Main Street. 
Councilmember Lester inquired whether other businesses would operate in the out parcels and if EPA will conduct inspections of the pumps?
Mr. Syed advised that all out parcels will be used to operate the convenient store and new gas pumps will be installed.
Upon completing of questions and comments, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned. 
	2.
	Discussion regarding a Conditional Use Permit Application, 21-CU-017, for a church, by Cathy Morris Fields, property owner, and Timothy J. McBride, applicant, for property at 8557 Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13242D A016 and 13242D A002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
Next: 10/11/2021 6:00 PM
Councilmember Sebo-Hand - Inquired about the location on Mt. Zion. 
Mr. Allen advised that the location is in Unincorporated Clayton County and functions as the Youth Ministries.
Councilmember Messick inquired about the intension of renovating the building and based on the goal to accommodate 1000 members, how will parking, entering and exiting the facility be managed?
Mr. Allen advised that the building has been vacant for several years and major renovations are needed. Relative to entering and exiting, there are two curb cuts on Tara Boulevard adding that Robert E. Lee is a possible option for entering and exiting. 
Mr. Clark advised that several churches in the area acquire officers to direct traffic in an effort to manage the influx of cars entering and exiting their respected parking lots before and after service on Sundays.
Mayor Day inquired about the amount of needed parking spaces verses the current amount of parking spaces?
Mr. Allen advised that relative to the Code, 330 spaces are need, and there are currently 150 parking spaces. Additional parking will have to be obtained by way of a variance approved by Mayor and Council. 
Councilmember Lester inquired that in the event the near by liquor store or convenience store selling beer and wine changes ownership, how does that affect the distance requirement for the church?
Mr. Clark advised that the purchase of the store, change of ownership, is contingent upon the approval of a liquor license for the new owner.  Typically, the purchase happens within the non-conforming period and provided that the business does not close for a period more than six months, a distance survey will not be required. 
At this time Pastor Timothy J. McBride was present to speak and provided additional information relative to the request.  Pastor McBride stated that the congregation on Mt. Zion was opened in 2016 with 500 members and they are rapidly growing.  Kaiser Permanente owns the building hence the reasoning for relocating to Jonesboro. The Jonesboro location will accommodate members that live in Griffin and McDonough as well as the surrounding community. 
	3.
	Council to consider approval of a Resolution recognizing Georgia Cities Week. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

At this time, Mayor Day recognized Georgia Cities Week, sponsored by the Georgia Municipal Association celebrating the 22nd year from October 3rd through October 9th.  This year’s theme is “Georgia Cities Shaping the Future” 
Georgia Cites are: 
9.2% of land area in Georgia. 
67.7% of the commercial property in the state. 
49.9% of the industrial property in the state.
46.5% of the assessed value of property in the state. 
Cities are ground faster than the rest of the state.
Cities account for 44.1% of the population 
Cities provide 66.9% of jobs in the state. 
At this time, Chairperson for the City of Jonesboro Georgia Cities Week, Mayor Pro-Tem, Pat Sebo- Hand read the Georgia Cities Week Resolution recognizing Georgia Cities Week.  
	4.
	Discussion regarding Application #21ALC-002, a request for a Retail Package Dealer license to sell beer and wine beverages for property located at 226 N. Main Street by Rara Business LLC dba- Exxon Onestop Gas & Grocery, Kamal Mahara Licensed Representative.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 10/11/2021 6:00 PM
Mr. Clark advised that this is a change in ownership. The application packet has been reviewed and all requirements have been met. 
	5.
	Discussion regarding possible reduction in Tree Bank Fund amount for Hearthside Jonesboro development.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 10/11/2021 6:00 PM
Mr. Allen advised that relative to the Tree Protection Ordinance, the developer is requesting a reduction in the fee.  
Questions and Concerns
Mr. Clark advised that the development community in not in favor of these types of ordinances.  It is looked upon as a type of restriction for the purpose of replanting trees.  As the ordinance is written, a city residents could be charged with the same fees. It is important that we set a precedence for developers to come.  
Councilmember Messick inquired if anyone else has asked for a discount? 
Mr. Allen advised that this is the first time a developer has asked for a discount. 
Councilmember Messick stated that she is concerned with setting a precedence, we need to consider furure developments and each developer needs to be treated the same. 
Councilmember Sebo-Hand expressed her concerns with setting a precedence as well. The city is growing, and we have several future developments to consider.  
Councilmember Wise stated that the developer harvests the trees they remove from the site and collect revenue.
Mr. Clark inquired as to the guidelines Mayor and Council would like to implement relative to handling the fees?  Whether to review case by case or reduction of fee based on a threshold amount.
Mr. Allen will provide additional information relative to pricing in 5% increments.  
	6.
	Council to consider approval of KeyRisk as provider for Workers Compensation insurance renewal. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

Mr Clark advised that the Worker Compensation insurance is up for annual renewal on November 1st.  There is a reduction in the premium in the amount of $1,496.00 largely due to the decrease in staffing levels. 
	7.
	Discussion regarding adoption of the FY’ 22 Millage Rate. 


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 10/11/2021 6:00 PM
Mr. Clark advised that the current Millage rate is 6.0 mills.  At current we are proposing an increase of 2.0 mils to a total of 8.0 mils. We’ve held two of the required Public Hearing and received no public comments in favor of or against the increase. 
	VII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


A.  Executive Session

1.
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing potential litigations at 6:48 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

2.
Adjourn Executive Session and resume Work Session at 7:05 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

	VIII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 7:05 PM

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

JOY B. DAY – MAYOR




RICKY L. CLARK, JR. – CITY MANAGER
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