CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

170 SOUTH MAIN STREET

October 11, 2021 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, October 11, 2021. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 170 South Main Street, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR JOY B. DAY


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - RICKY L. CLARK, JR., CITY MANAGER


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Pat Sebo-Hand
	Mayor Pro-Tem
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Councilmember
	Remote
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Joy B. Day
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Ricky L. Clark
	City Manager
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Absent
	

	Brandon Hermsmeier
	Interim Public Works Director
	Absent
	

	Cable Glenn-Brooks
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Officer
	Present
	

	Nina Robinson
	Director of Finance
	Present
	

	Kelli Duffy
	Municipal Court Clerk
	Present
	

	Maria Wetherington
	Administrative Assistant
	Present
	

	Alicia Wignster
	Finance Technician
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - Led by Mayor Joy B. Day


	At this time, Mayor Joy B. Day read a prayer entitled “ God Wants to Care for Our City” Psalm chapter 65, verses 9 through 11.


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the agenda with the following amendments.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Under Old Business - Add Item #6 Regarding Conditional Use Permit for a food truck court/ park for property at 8271 Tara Boulevard.
Under Other Businesses - Item #1 Add to Executive Session the discussion of personnel related matters.
	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS - NONE


	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding adoption of the FY' 22 Millage Rate.

	At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing.  Bobby Wiggins resident of the City of Jonesboro was present to speak.  Mr. Wiggins expressed his opposition of the millage rate increase, stating we don’t have to increase the rate just because other cities do, further stating that the alternative is to stop spending so much money.  As there were no additional persons wishing to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 21-CU-016, for a convenience store (with existing gas pumps), by Georgian Investment Properties LLC, property owner, and Omer Ahmad Syed, applicant, for property at 249 North Main Street (Parcel No. 13240B A005), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the public Hearing.  As no one was present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned. 


3.
Public Hearing regarding a Conditional Use Permit Application, 21-CU-017, for a church, by Cathy Morris Fields, property owner, and Timothy J. McBride, applicant, for property at 8557 Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13242D A016 and 13242D A002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing.  Applicant Timothy H. McBride and several supporters were present to speak.
Timothy J. McBride,  applicant, read letters of support from Calvary Refuge Center, State Senator Gail Davenport, Kaiser Permanente and Jonesboro Housing Authority.
Danielle Crowe, business and property owner and member of Tabernacle of Praise International spoke in support of the conditional use permit. 
Madalyn Wallace, Assistant Principal of Mt. Zion High School spoke in support stating that Tabernacle of Praise has been a partner in education at Mt. Zion High School for several years. 
Charlton Bivins, Chairman of Clayton County Department of Family and Children’s Services, spoke in support stating that Tabernacle of Praise has always provided for children and filled the gap need when the state could not.  If expanding the church, expands the human services they are offing, DFAC supports that effort. 
Akira Clay, Assistant to the Director of Clayton County Department of Family and Children’s Services, spoke in support Tabernacle of Praise stating they are honored to support the endeavors.  Additional stating that Tabernacle of Praise has met every request they’ve submitted since 2019. 
Clan Howard, Clayton County Department of Family and Children’s services concurs with Chairman Bivins. 
As there were no additional persons wishing to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


4.
Public Hearing regarding Application #21ALC-002, a request for a Retail Package Dealer license to sell beer and wine beverages for property located at 226 N. Main Street by Rara Business LLC dba- Exxon Onestop Gas & Grocery, Kamal Mahara Licensed Representative.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the public Hearing.  As no one was present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.  As none was present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned. 


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES) - None


	IX.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the September 13, 2021 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the October 4, 2021 Work Session.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	X.
	
CONSENT AGENDA - NONE

	XI.	
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - NINA M. ROBINSON, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE


	1.
	Council to consider approval of Financial Statements for the eight-month period ended August 31, 2021. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

At this time, Nina Robinson, Director of Finance provided financial statements for the eight-month period ended August 31, 2021. 
·
Recorded to date $2,362,919.00, 69% of the budgeted revenue for the General Fund.
·
Actual revenue and budgeted revenues are in sync and aligned. 
·
Local Option Sales Tax is one of our largest sources of funds. 
Ms. Robinson added that even though the City has been budgeting conservatively and spending carefully, there is on the horizon, the need to improve resources and improve the tax base in order to sustain the City of Jonesboro. 
·
Revenue and expenses are trending as anticipated.
·
Focusing on completing the 2020 Audit. 
·
Working on completing the 2020 budget and completing the tax bills to mailout by November 15, 2021.
·
Recently published an RFP to assist in the sale of City owned property. 
·
Eliminated the DEA department in the Police Department. 
·
Options to fund repairs and replacement are being explored. (Nouveau roof and Lee Street Park fountain) 
Mayor Day asked for an explanation of the Solid Waste/Sanitation summary of expenditures. 
Mr. Clark explained that at the end of the budgeted year, a large percentage of the bill payments are received in the month of November and December of the same year. Once the audit is completed and the actuals are received, the revenues received are deferred to the next fiscal year’s budget. A journal entry is prepared to put forth the revenues received for the previous year. 
	XII.
	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider adoption of millage rate of 8.0 for FY’ 2022.  


RESULT:
DENIED [2 TO 4]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Sartor

NAYS:
Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

2.
Motion to adopt a millage rate of 8.0 for FY' 2022.

RESULT:
DEFEATED [2 TO 4]
MOVER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Sartor

NAYS:
Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

8.0 increase  Sartor Mover, Sebo-Hand Seconded - No response from other Councilmembers
Discussion: 
Councilmember Powell stated that during the retreat, he did not say he wanted a 2.0 increase. 
Mr. Clark advised that during the mid-year retreat, our financial advisor advised, a minimum of 2.0 increase.  Additionally stated that each Councilmember present at the retreat were polled as to what increase each preferred.  After three public hearings there were no comments for or against the increase. 
Councilmember Sebo-Hand additionally commented that our financial advisor indicated that we should gradually increase the millage rate yearly.  City of Jonesboro still has the lowest millage rate in the County. 
Councilmember Sartor asked what the minimum increase needs to be to sustain the city financially. 
Ms. Robinson stated that a 2.0 mil increase is where the city needs to progress to in this fiscal year in order to prepare for and anticipate the strategic needs of the City of Jonesboro with respect to the financial obligations that are in the in the pipeline.  
Mayor Day shared information relative to the loss of jet fuel tax collection, the City of Jonesboro was impacted by a loss of $275,000.00 or more, that is money the city can no longer collect.  We must remain competitive when hiring personnel and providing good health insurance.
Councilmember Sartor inquired if it is possible and appropriate for fellow Councilmembers to discuss and share their input to an alternative millage rate. 
Councilmember Sebo-Hand expressed her concerns relative to luxury of a homestead exemption. As 90 to 95% of the homes in the City of Jonesboro will not pay taxes. Additionally stating that an increase of 2.0 mills will not be an impact to most homeowners and will be minimal to those that will pay. 
Mayor Day shared that only homes valued at $75,000.00 or over will pay taxes.    
Sartor Mover, Sebo-Hand Seconded , in Favor, Mayor Day
Opposed - Messick, Powell, Wise, Lester.
7.5 increase -Sartor Mover, Sebo-Hand Seconded , in Favor, Mayor Day
Discussion: 
Councilmember Sartor if you feel as though 8.0 is not an appropriate rate based on the information provided to you; if you did not vote and you have another option, please share your reason for not voting and recommend a rate increase. Additionally stating to the fellow councilmembers to not be silent and engage in the discussion. 
Councilmember Messick stated that her present comment is a compliment to Mayor Day for managing the city’s finances.  Further stating that the things she has reviewed are positive with no indication for a need for a millage rate increase.  As property values increase and the home stead exemption decreases, eventually, everyone will pay something towards city property taxes.  As businesses carry the weight for property taxes, she would like to give them some breathing room to catch their breath before we ask them to pay more. 
Mayor Day asked Councilmember Messick for a recommendation for cutting something in the budget.
Councilmember Messick stated she does not have a recommendation at this time. 
Councilmember Sartor inquired to the number of public hearings held and feedback received. Additionally stating that assistance has been provided to businesses in the past. 
Mr. Clark stated that Council voted to distribute $194,000.00 of the ARPA to 150 businesses in the City; approximately $1500.00 to each business. The ARPA funds can not be used to subsidize our general fund operating budget. 
Mayor Day shared that each business received $1,500.00 from Federal Grant funds awarded to the City twice last year. Receiving a total of $3,000.00 within the last year and a half. 
Councilmember Sebo-Hand stated as we have needs in the Police Department, landfill cost for trash collection increase, purchase of equipment, issuing Façade Grants to businesses and cost increasing, the money has to come from somewhere. 
Sartor Mover, Sebo-Hand Seconded, in Favor, Mayor Day
Opposed - Messick, Powell, Wise, Lester.
7.0 increase - Messick Mover, Wise, Seconded, in favor Sebo-Hand, Messick, Powell, Wise, 
Opposed - Lester, Day, Sartor
	3.
	Council to consider approval of Application #21ALC-002, a request for a Retail Package Dealer license to sell beer and wine beverages for property located at 226 N. Main Street by Rara Business LLC dba- Exxon Onestop Gas & Grocery, Kamal Mahara Licensed Representative.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	4.
	Council to consider a possible reduction in Tree Bank Fund amount for Hearthside Jonesboro development.


The full amount assess is $52,781.00. 
Councilmember Sebo-Hand motions for a 15% reduction for a total cost of 49,350.15 - failed due to the lack of a second. 
Councilmember Messick motions for a 10% reduction for a total cost of $52,253.11 - Seconded, Wise, in favor, Messick Lester.
Opposed - Sebo-Hand, Powell, Sartor - 
Mayor Day, yes (broke the tie)
	5.
	Council to consider approval of a Conditional Use Permit Application, 21-CU-017, for a church, by Cathy Morris Fields, property owner, and Timothy J. McBride, applicant, for property at 8557 Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13242D A016 and 13242D A002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
DENIED [2 TO 4]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Lester, Messick

NAYS:
Sebo-Hand, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Councilmember Sartor confirmed the location and asked what is the current tax payment? Additionally inquiring if the applicant will lease or purchase the property. 
Mr. Clark stated the taxes are predicated based on the property value; the payments are between $1200.00 and $1300.00 per year. Adding that the applicant intends to purchase the property and rehab the interior and exterior of the property. 
	6.
	Council to consider approval of a Conditional Use Permit Application, 21-CU-016, for a convenience store (with existing gas pumps), by Georgian Investment Properties LLC, property owner, and Omer Ahmad Syed, applicant, for property at 249 North Main Street (Parcel No. 13240B A005), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	7.
	Council to consider approval of Conditional Use Permit application, 21-CU-014, for a food truck park / court, by Don Flanders / Sardis Creek, LLC, property owner, and Tan Bowers / Atl Food Truck Park, applicant, for property at 8271 Tara Blvd. (Parcel No. 13239B D008), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Should the Mayor and Council choose to approve the request, the following additional conditions should apply.
1. No parking of vehicles shall occur within the Tara Blvd. right-of-way or on the shoulder. 
2. No ‘stacking” of waiting customer vehicles onto Tara Blvd. shall occur.
3. Lighting shall be night-sky friendly. No blinking or flashing lights shall be used.
4. No loudspeaker or intercom systems shall be used.
 5. All new signage shall fully conform to the City Sign Ordinance and shall be reviewed by the City prior to installation.
6. The outdoor dining area will be allowed in the center of the property, per the site plan, and shall be delineated with a maximum 4-foot-tall decorative fence (not chain link) on all 4 sides and periodic decorative planter urns. 
7. Site plan shall be reviewed for safety measures by the County Fire Marshal office.
8. Proposed parking spaces shall be clearly delineated by either painted striping or low concrete “bumpers” and spaces shall conform to minimum City size standards.
9. Employee parking, dumpsters, and porta-potties shall only be located in the rear portion of the property. 10. Porta-potties shall have a regular maintenance schedule. 
11. No live entertainment venues shall occur on the property without prior permission by the City.
12. The use of chain-link fencing is prohibited. 
13. The landscape strip along the front of the property shall be adorned with street trees and evergreen shrubs per the Tara Blvd. Overlay District.
14. All decorative fencing used on the entire property shall be of matching styles, height, and color. 
15. Parking on or thru-access to adjacent properties is prohibited. 
16. The existing trees on the northern and western sides of the property shall remain undisturbed.
17. The existing trees on the northern and western sides of the property shall remain undisturbed.
18. All Clayton County Health Department regulations regarding food trucks and food truck courts shall be
adhered to.
19. The applicant as the operator of the food truck park shall be subject to an annual City of Jonesboro
business license.
20. All individual food truck participants within the food truck park shall be subject to an annual application
and $50.00 application fee submitted to the City of Jonesboro.
21.Approval for a period of one year.
22. Applicant is allowed to use gravel.
8.
Motion to lift from the table.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	XIII.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of Resolution #2021-010 to appoint Larry Ford to the Housing Authority of the City of Jonesboro, for a term to expire June 13, 2021.




RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Appointment to fill a residential seat for a term to expire June 13, 2022.
	XIV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	·
Advance voting begins October 12th through October 29th from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Saturday voting on October 16th and October 23rd from 9am to 5pm.
·
Groundbreaking ceremony for the new Jonesboro Logistics Center on October 12th at 10:00 am.


	XV.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Councilmember Messick thanked residents, Mayor and Council for the support to her family during their recent loss.  
Councilmember Sebo-Hand reminded everyone that the Farmers Market will end at the end of October, please come out to support the vendors.


	XVI.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing pending and/or potential litigation, real estate and personnel at 7:16 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

2.
Adjourn Executive Session and resume Regular Session at 7:35 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

3.
Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session

	XVII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 7:35 PM

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

JOY B. DAY – MAYOR
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