CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

170 SOUTH MAIN STREET

November 8, 2021 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, November 8, 2021. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 170 South Main Street, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR JOY B. DAY


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - RICKY L. CLARK, JR., CITY MANAGER


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Pat Sebo-Hand
	Mayor Pro-Tem
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Joy B. Day
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Ricky L. Clark
	City Manager
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Brandon Hermsmeier
	Interim Public Works Director
	Present
	

	Cable Glenn-Brooks
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	Nina Robinson
	Director of Finance
	Present
	

	Maria Wetherington
	Assistant
	Present
	

	Tommy Henderson
	Chief of Police
	Present
	

	 Alicia Wingster
	Finance Technician
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION- Led by Donya Sartor, Poem Honoring Veterens


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to approve the agenda with the following amendments.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Under Consent Agenda remove Item #1 to Old business as Item #5 - Council to consider approval of mid-year Budget Amendments. 
	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS - NONE


	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding a Conditional Use Permit Application, 21-CU-018, for an event center and concert hall, by Patricia Okwuosa, property owner and applicant, for property at 242 Stockbridge Road (Parcel No. 12017D B003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the public Hearing. Joshua Okwuosa was present to speak on behalf of the applicant in support of the event center and concert hall.  Additionally adding that they would like to move forward with a full functioning kitchen, lounge and concert hall. A document detailing the interior seating and exterior parking was provided to Mayor and Council to review. 
Questions and Concerns.
Councilmember Messick stated that the seating capacity has increased since the last time Council reviewed this item. 
Mr. Clark stated that as we received updated information prior to this meeting, Mr. Allen will address the seating capacity in his presentation. 
As no others were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Application #21ALC-003, a request for an Alcohol Beverage Package Dealer of Beer/Wine for property located at 249 N. Main Street by Omer Ahmed Syed dba- Minex Kwik Mart.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the public Hearing.  Bhavesh Shah, property owner was present to speak on behalf of the applicant Omer Ahmed. Additionally adding that renovations have started on the interior of the building, and they are waiting for the gas pumps and canopies for installation. 
As no others were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Application #ALC-004, a request for a Retail Package Dealer license to sell beer and wine beverages for property located at 281 N. Main Street by Aastha LLC.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the public Hearing.  Applicant and owner Debarata Roy was present to speak asking for approval of the application. As no others were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	IX.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the October 11, 2021 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the November 1, 2021 Work Session.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	X.
	
CONSENT AGENDA


RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	1.
	Council to consider appointments to the City of Jonesboro Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee. 


	2.
	Council to consider approval of the Bulltetproof Vest Award from the Patrick Leahy BVP Grant in the amount of $5,685.00.


	XI.	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of Application #21ALC-003, a request for an Alcohol Beverage Packaged Beer/Wine License for property located at 249 N. Main Street by Omer Ahmed Syed dba- Minex Kwik Mart.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	2.
	Council to consider an agreement by and between the City of Jonesboro and Georgia Power regarding the Electric Vehicle Charging Make-Ready Program Agreement. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

At this time Brandan Shah, Electric Vehicle Charging Station consultant from Enviro Spark was present to provide details of the program and answer questions.  Mr. Shah stated that this is a bundle program to work with Enviro Spark and Georgia Power to implement charging stations for the community, specifically the Jonesboro City Center. Mr. Shah added that the charging stations are being provided through the Eco Spark Program at no cost to the City. Enviro Spark will install, own and maintain the charging stations on the property. 
Enviro Sparks is requesting an agreement for the parking space licenses; the actual infrastructure is a program that will pay for the installation of the charging stations through Georgia Power. Georgia Power will pay for the installation of transformers, panels, materials, wiring, labor and anything associated with the installation of the charging stations.  
Questions and Concerns
Councilmember Sebo-Hand inquired as to how we will monitor the charging stations to prevent non-electric vehicles from parking in the spaces?
Mr. Clark advised that the charging stations are monitored by an app-based program.  Once a vehicle is fully charged, the induvial charging their vehicle will be alerted. Additionally adding we will monitor the parking closely. 
Councilmember Sartor asked for confirmation of the location of the charging stations. Are these prime parking spaces?
Mr. Clark advised that the charging stations were strategically place near the transformers. 
Councilmember Messick inquired if the Eco Spark program is for government facilities as the agreement states they are for apartments and condos. 
Mr. Shah advised that government facilities are included. 
Mr Clark clarified that this program was recommended by our current Georgia Power representative. 
Councilmember Messick inquired as to who is responsible for any damages to the charging stations? Will our insurance increase? 
Mr. Shah advised that the hardware is approximately $2,000.00 and Enviro Spark will maintain and replace any damaged charging stations. Further clarifying that the City would only be responsible for damages if the agreement was canceled, and all charging stations are insured by Enviro Spark. 
Mr. Clark inquired if the stations are equipped to charge golf carts and how long does it take to charge a vehicle/
Mr. Shah stated that a golf cart would have to be equipped with a J-172 plug, and the charging time depends on the make and model of the vehicle. The charging time from dead to full is approximately eight to ten hours but typically the stations are used to top-off the charge of a vehicle, charging to 20% to 55%.
	3.
	Council to consider approval of a preliminary plat submittal for a major subdivision, 21-SUB-003, off of Key Street, Parcel No. 12016D B001Z, Jonesboro, Ga. 30236.


RESULT:
DEFEATED [0 TO 6]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

NAYS:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Mr. Clark advised that relative to the IGA agreement the applicant is requesting, Clayton County ZAG approval was deferred until December. Mr. Clark further recommends that the City not approve such IGA as we do not want to loose control of the property in the City. 
Councilmember Sartor inquired what happens if the county proceeds with their property?
Mayor Day advised that she is uncertain what would happen. 
	4.
	Council to consider approval of a Conditional Use Permit Application, 21-CU-018, for an event center and concert hall, by Patricia Okwuosa, property owner and applicant, for property at 242 Stockbridge Road (Parcel No. 12017D B003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [5 TO 1]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

NAYS:
Lester

Mr. Allen advised that based on the plans received just prior to this meeting, the seating capacity did increase from 650 to 900. Relative to parking, there are 832 seats in the assembly area, if there was a maxed out show and the restaurant was maxed out, amble parking is available. Relative to the assembly only, parking is adequate.  
Councilmember Sebo-Hand inquired if the restaurant would be opened for dining during a concert? 
Councilmember Sartor asked if anything additional was needed to operate the restaurant?
Mr. Allen advised that the restaurant is a permitted use out right. 
Councilmember Sartor asked the applicant to clarify if that during the time of a concert would the restaurant be opened to separate guest? 
Applicant clarified that when a concert is taking place only ticket holders will have access to the restaurant.
Councilmember Messick inquired as to the approvals for the renovations?
Mr. Allen advised that the applicant will be submitting comprehensive building plans and the Fire Marshal will be included in the review of plans and all necessary inspections relative to the applicant obtaining a Certificate of Occupancy. 
Mr. Clark advised the applicant to remove the word Event Center and name the location the Emporium. 
Should the Mayor and Council approve the concert hall / theater use, the following minimum conditions should apply: 
1. Musical and theatrical events shall occur indoors only.
2. Restaurant use inside the hall shall be subject to all relevant government agency requirements, including those involving grease traps. 
3. Any alcohol service and consumption on the premises must conform to Chapter 6 standards, Alcoholic Beverages. 
4. Exterior walls shall be adequately sound proofed enough to prevent indoor noise from being discernible on adjacent properties. These walls shall also be inspected by the County Fire Marshal’s office.
5.  FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

	1.
	Consideration of Financial Statements for nine-month period ended September 30, 2021


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

At this time Ms. Robinson provide the financial results for nine month period ending September 30, 2021.
·
The General Fund is trending at 4 million; 77% of the 5.1 million originally budgeted. 
·
Local Option Sales Tax Revenue is doing well.
·
Staff is maintaining good control over the budget with the exception of those thing that are beyond our control. 
	2.
	Council to consider approval of mid-year Budget Amendments. 


RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

The budget is a living document that changes from month to month, period to period.  There are no significant changes. 
·
The net results are close to the same prior to the budget amendments. 
·
Particular revenue line items that can be amended based on all results or a prediction of what is estimated. 
·
We can make changes and amend various expenditures lines items based on the Finance Department’s recommendation. 
	XII.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of Application #ALC-004, a request for a Retail Package Dealer license to sell beer and wine beverages for property located at 281 N. Main Street by Aastha LLC.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Mr. Clark advised that a distance survey is not required for the sales of retail package sell of beer and wine. 
	XIII.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Report from City Manager.:
·
Job Fair on tomorrow in partnership with the Clayton County Economic Development Authority from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m. on the City Green. 
·
Property Tax bill were mailed, and the online portal is opened for payments.  We encourage everyone to take advantage of paying online. 
·
Thanksgiving Holiday coming up this month.


	XIV.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Councilmember Sartor - November 20th, hosting a Holiday Food Drive along with Tabernacle of Praise 
at Lee Street Park, beginning at 10:00 am.  All Councilmembers are welcome to volunteer. 
Councilmember Lester - None
Councilmember Wise- None
Councilmember Powell - None
Councilmember Messick - None
Councilmember Sebo-Hand reminded everyone of the collaboration with Magnolia House for breakfast for Veterans being held on November 11th.


	XV.
	
OTHER BUSINESS - None


	XVI.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 6:49 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

JOY B. DAY – MAYOR




RICKY L. CLARK, JR. – CITY MANAGER
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