CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

170 SOUTH MAIN STREET

December 13, 2021 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, December 13, 2021. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 170 South Main Street, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR JOY B. DAY


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - RICKY L. CLARK, JR., CITY MANAGER


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Pat Sebo-Hand
	Mayor Pro-Tem
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Councilmember
	Absent
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Joy B. Day
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Ricky L. Clark
	City Manager
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Brandon Hermsmeier
	Interim Public Works Director
	Present
	

	Cable Glenn-Brooks
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Officer
	Present
	

	Nina Robinson
	Director of Finance
	Present
	

	Maria Wetherington
	Operations Assistant
	Present
	

	Tommy Henderson
	Chief of Police
	Present
	

	Shenika Wright
	Municipal Court Clerk
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - Moment of silence


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the agenda with the following amendments.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

Under New Business - Add item No# 5, Council to consider stream buffer variance encroachments for storm sewage outfall. 
Under New Business - Add Item No#6, Solid Waste Disposal Agreement.
Move Executive Session to item No# VI on the agenda for the purpose of pending or potential litigation.
	VI.
	
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing pending or potential litgation.


1.
Motion to enter into Executive Session at 6:05 PM>

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

2.
Motion to adjourn Executive Session and resume Regular Session at 6:32 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

Councilmember Sebo-Hand motioned to move forward with the release and settlement agreement entered by Casa de Albanza, Jonesboro Commercial Center and the City of Jonesboro. Motion was seconded by Councilmember Wise and carried by a unanimous vote. 
	VII.
	
PRESENTATIONS - None


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding a Variance Application, 21-VAR-003, for a stream buffer variance per Sec. 34-337 and 34-338 for adjacent properties fronting North Avenue (Parcel Nos. 13240D D015 and 13240D D016), and portions of the rear of adjacent properties fronting North Main Street (Parcel Nos. 13240D D012, 13240D D011, 13240D D010, 13240D D009, and 13240D D008), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


2.
Public Hearing regarding a map amendment, 21-MA-006, Ord. 2021-019, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of 1.41 acres of property at 795 North Avenue, Parcel No. 13210D A002, from Clayton County’s GB (General Business) to Jonesboro’s C-2 (Highway Commercial) and to annex 1.41 acres of property in the corporate city limits of Jonesboro

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Variance Applications, 21-VAR-004, for fuel center design standards - Sec. 86-109 – minimum building height, Sec. 86-456 – Landscape strip along perimeter of building below 6 feet wide, Sec. 86-410 – less than the required number of parking spaces,  Sec. 86-489 – maximum number of electronic signs, Sec. 86-489 – maximum number of ground signs per parcel, and Sec. 86-489 – placement of electronic message signs, by The Kroger Co., for property located at 795 North Avenue (Parcel No. 13210D A002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


4.
Public Hearing regarding an Alcohol Beverage Pouring license, 21-ALC-005, to dispense beer, wine & distilled spirits at 7965 Tara Boulevard, Unit 40, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is The Social House. Royce Turner has requested to be the License Representative.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


5.
Public Hearing regarding the proposed FY' 22 City of Jonesboro Budget.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


	IX.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	At this Pastor Timothy McBride of Tabernacle of Praise was present to offer a personal plea to Mayor and Council asking for reconsideration on the decision of denying the Conditional Use for a Place of Worship. 


	X.
	
MINUTES- None


	XI.	
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS


	1.
	Consideration of Financial Statements for the ten-month operating period ended October 31, 2021


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

At this time, Finance Director Ms. Robinson, informed Mayor and Council that the City is operating well within the parameters of the budget and there is no cause for alarm. Looking forward to receiving the Audit Report for 2020 to share by the first of the year. 
Questions and Concerns:
Mayor Day inquired about the ARPA Funds we’ve received.
Ms. Robinson informed that the $926,000.00 is the first installment received in 2021, another payment will be received in 2022. Funds not spent will become a part of the ARPA Fund balance for 2022. To date, $500.000.00 of the total funding has been spent.  
Ms. Robinson reminded everyone that relative to the budget, the spending deadline is December 14, 2021.  This is in an effort to receive invoices in a timely manner and close out 2021. 
	XII.
	
CONSENT AGENDA


RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Donya Sartor

	1.
	Council to consider the purchase of two engine assemblies for SCAG mowers in the amount of $4204.64.


	2.
	Council to consider adoption of a Resolution #2021-012 regarding the FY’ 2022 Employee Holiday Calendar. 


	3.
	Council to consider approval of switching major medical insurance from United Healthcare to Cigna, to switch dental from Lincoln to Cigna, and to allow for a reduction in the medical deductions for employees who are covering dependents. 


	XIII.
	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of Alcohol Beverage Pouring license, 21-ALC-005, to dispense beer, wine & distilled spirits at 7965 Tara Boulevard, Unit 40, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is The Social House. Royce Turner has requested to be the License Representative.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

	2.
	Council to consider approval of map amendment, 21-MA-006, Ord. 2021-019, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of 1.41 acres of property at 795 North Avenue, Parcel No. 13210D A002, from Clayton County’s GB (General Business) to Jonesboro’s C-2 (Highway Commercial) and to annex 1.41 acres of property in the corporate city limits of Jonesboro.


RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

	3.
	Council to consider approval of Variance Applications, 21-VAR-004, for fuel center design standards - Sec. 86-109 – minimum building height, Sec. 86-456 – Landscape strip along perimeter of building below 6 feet wide, Sec. 86-410 – less than the required number of parking spaces,  Sec. 86-489 – maximum number of electronic signs, Sec. 86-489 – maximum number of ground signs per parcel, and Sec. 86-489 – placement of electronic message signs, by The Kroger Co., for property located at 795 North Avenue (Parcel No. 13210D A002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

	4.
	Council to consider approval of Ordinance #2021-20 to amend Chapter 34, Environment, Article III- Nuisances, in the City of Jonesboro. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

	5.
	Discussion regarding the FY’ 22 City of Jonesboro Budget. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

At this time, Mr. Clark advised that there are no additions or corrections to the FY’ 22 Budget. 
Questions and Concerns
Councilmember Powell expressed his concerns relative to the travel and training budget for Councilmembers, specifically concerning going over budget. 
Mr. Clark explained that in past years, travel and training expenses were combined for Mayor and Council and administrative.  For the FY’ 22, the budgeted amount for travel is $1000.00 and the amount for training is $1500.00.   All overages will require an authorized budget amendment. 
Councilmember Messick inquired if travel and training funds are interchangeable?  Are Council incentive funds interchangeable? 
Mr. Clark advised that the training and travel funds are interchangeable by a simple request to his office. Relative to Council incentive funds, Mr. Clark advised that he will review and discuss the incentive funds with Councilmember Messick. 
	XIV.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of a Budget Amendment relative to the purchase of 160 Smith Street. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

Mr. Clark advised that the purchase of 160 Smith Street was completed in March of 2021.  Currently requesting Mayor and Council to approve the budget amendment relative to the purchase. 
	2.
	Council to consider Ordinance #2021-019 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Jonesboro, by adding Section 6-77 (Employee Identification Card) to Article III (Regulation of Package Sales) within Chapter 6 (Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco Products). 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

In 2015 the provision was adopted in the City Code of Ordinance.  The purpose of this amendment is to extend this provision to all handlers that have access to beer and wine and distilled spirits. 
Questions and Concerns:
Councilmember Lester inquired if this provision is applicable to restaurants only or those that sell liquor only?
Mr. Clark advised that any employee that serves liquor, beer or wine, or any employee that sells packaged liquor beer or wine will be required to have an employee identification card. 
Councilmember Lester inquired if we are running GCIC and if there is a charge?  
Mr. Clark advised that yes, background checks are conducted through GCIC, and the cost is $25.00 per person. 
Mayor Day inquired if employee identification cards are transferable between locations? 
What is the expiration date for the identification cards?  
Mr. Clark advised that the employee identification cards are issued to the specific location, which is the place of employment.  The identification cards are good from January 1st to December 31st of the calendar year regardless of when the card is issued. 
Councilmember Messick inquired if we being charged a fee from the state to conduct the background checks? 
Mr. Clark advised that we have our own fingerprinting machine. 
Councilmember Messick expressed her concerns, relative to the verbiage on Exhibit A section F; “if the city clerk or his designed neither approves or denies an application for an employee identification card within seven calendar days ….. the applicant shall have the right to begin or continue employment”, stating she feels that section should be removed, additional stating they should be required to have the identification card prior to them working. 
Mr. Clark advised that this code was added to prevent a delay in the employee beginning work in the event there is a delay on our part. Additionally stating there haven’t been any known issue in the past. 
Councilmember Sebo-Hand stated that in her experience with conducting background checks for the School Districts, the responses from GCIC are instantaneously, further stating she has no issue with the verbiage. 
	3.
	Council to consider approval of the purchase of twenty-one (21) raised garden beds, pea gravel, and a lofted barn for storage 


RESULT:
APPROVED [4 TO 0]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember

AYES:
Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

AWAY:
Sebo-Hand

At this time Chief Henderson provided details relative to adding 32 raised beds, landscaping and a storage building. 
Upon discussion the approval was granted not to exceed $17,000.00. 
	4.
	Council to consider approval of the purchase of 13 laptops for use within the Uniform Patrol Division. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

At this time Chief Henderson explained that with the hiring of new Officer, the inventory does not fit the agency for electronic reporting. Additionally advising that a grant from the Georgia Police Association has been identified amount of $23,000.00 to reimburse the Police Department for the initial purchase. 
Add to the motion; authorizing the City Manager or Finance Director to prepare any necessary budget amendment to accomplish the intent of this act.  Adding the money to the revenue side and the expenditure, in the form of a budget amendment in the amount of the Grant approval. 
	5.
	Council to consider approval of Variance Application, 21-VAR-003, for a stream buffer variance per Sec. 34-337 and 34-338 for adjacent properties fronting North Avenue (Parcel Nos. 13240D D015 and 13240D D016), and portions of the rear of adjacent properties fronting North Main Street (Parcel Nos. 13240D D012, 13240D D011, 13240D D010, 13240D D009, and 13240D D008), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

At this time, Mr. Clark informed that no changes or additions have been made to this item since the December 6, 2021 Work Session. 
	XV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Report of Mayor:
·
Informed every one of the creation of a City Directory of all employees that will be updated every
six months. 
·
Informed everyone of a Grant from DGOT; this Grant allowed the city to be reimbursed for the
electronic stop signs.
Report of City Manager:
·
Employee Holidays December 23rd and 24th for Christmas
·
Council Consideration to cancel the January 3rd Work Session and combine on the January 10th Regular Meeting. 
·
Employee Christmas Party Friday December 17th Sugar Bush Bar and Grill at noon. 
·
Introduced our new Municipal Court Clerk, Shenika Wright. 
Mr. Clark informed Mayor and Council of staff’s appreciation of the 2% increase and the change to a new Medical Insurance provider. 


	XVI.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Councilmember Lester - None
Councilmember Wise - None
Councilmember Powell - Inquired about the date to swear in the Incumbent Council Members?
Mr. Clark advised that he and Mayor Day will schedule to Oaths of Office. 
Councilmember Messick - Wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Councilmember Sebo-Hand - Wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and informed everyone that Amanda Bivins recorded the Christmas parade, it is available for view on the City’s Facebook page. 


	XVII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing pending and/or potential litigation.

2.
Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session

	XVIII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 7:36 PM

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

ABSENT:
Sartor

JOY B. DAY – MAYOR




RICKY L. CLARK, JR. – CITY MANAGER
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