CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
January 10, 2022 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, January 10, 2022. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR JOY B. DAY


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - RICKY L. CLARK, JR., CITY MANAGER


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Pat Sebo-Hand
	Mayor Pro-Tem
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Joy B. Day
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Ricky L. Clark
	City Manager
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Brandon Hermsmeier
	Interim Public Works Director
	Present
	

	Cable Glenn-Brooks
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Enforcement Officer
	Present
	

	Nina Robinson
	Director of Finance
	Present
	

	Maria Wetherington
	Assistant
	Present
	

	Tommy Henderson
	Chief of Police
	Present
	

	Alicia Wingster
	Finance Technician
	Present
	

	Shenika Wright
	Municipal Court Clerk
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - Moment of silence.


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE


1.
Oath of Office - Councilman Bobby Lester (term to expire December 31, 2025)

2.
Oath of Office - Councilwoman Pat Sebo-Hand (term to expire December 31, 2025)

3.
Oath of Office - Councilman Billy Powell (term to expire December 31, 2025)

	VI.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the agenda with the following amendments.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Add Executive Session as item VII, for the purpose of personnel related matters and reorder the agenda accordingly. 
	VII.
	
ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS


1.
Council to consider appointment of Mayor Pro-Tem for 2022

	At this time, Mayor Day opened the floor for nominations of Mayor Pro Tem.
Upon a Motion made by Councilman Wise, the nomination of Councilwoman Pat Sebo-Hand was brought forward.
Upon a Motion made by Councilman Lester, the nomination of Councilwoman Tracey Messick was brought forward. 
Hearing no further nominations, a motion was made by Councilwoman Sartor, seconded by Councilman Lester to close the nominations. 
At this time, Mayor Day called the question to vote on the nominations brought forward.
Upon a Motion made by Councilman Lester, seconded by Councilman Powell, Councilwoman Tracey Messick was named Mayor Pro-Tem for 2022. 
The motion followed with a 4-2 vote with Councilmembers Sartor, Lester, Powell and Messick voting in favor.


2.
Council to consider reappointment of City Manager

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

3.
Council to consider reappointment of Chief of Police

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

4.
Council to conisder appointment of Public Works Director

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Brandon Hermsmeier as the appointment of Public Works Director. 
5.
Council to consider reappointment of Legal Counsel - Fincher Denmark LLC

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

6.
Council to consider reappointment of Municipal Court Judge - Keith Wood

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

7.
Council to consider reappointment of Associate Solicitor - Andres Marierose.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

8.
Council to consider reappointment of Municipal Court Solicitor - Jerry Patrick

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

9.
Council to consider reappointment to the Urban Redevelopment Agency of City of Jonesboro for the following Board Members for a term to expire January 1, 2023: Joy B. Day (Chairman), Allen Roark (Board Member), Pat Sebo (Board Member), Helen Meadows (Board Member), Ed Wise (Board Member), Ricky L. Clark, Jr. (Secretary)

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

10.
Council to consider appointment of the following Accident Review Committee Members for a term to expire January 1, 2023: Joy B. Day (Chairman), Ricky L. Clark, Jr., (City Manager), Brandon Hermesmeier (Public Works Director), Tommy Henderson, III (Chief of Police),Chief Designee (Lt. Newsom), Mayor's Appointee ().

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Mayor’s Appointee - Pat Sebo-Hand.
11.
Council to consider appointments to the Jonesboro Historic Preservation Commission: Arlene Charles for a one-year term to expire 01/01/23

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	VIII.
	
PRESENTATIONS


1.
Presentation of FY' 2020 City of Jonesboro Audit - Fulton Kozak

	At this time, Dan Soles presented the following highpoints from the 2020 Audit:
Single Audit:
o
Because the City of Jonesboro spent greater than $750,000.00 in Federal Funding, was conducted.
o
City received a clean audit opinion. 
o
The Government Standards were the same. 
o
Audit was completed and released to the city on December 22, 2021, allowing for time to upload it to the state by December 31, 2021. 
Financial Results Citywide:
o
Cash increased by $1.7 million dollars. 
o
Capitol Assets: Fixed Assets and Debt both increased by $6 million dollars.
o
Overall, the increase in Net Position was f $1.5 million dollars and headed in the right direction. 
o
General Fund: Excess revenue over expenses was $6,000.00. Total increase in fund balance for the General Fund just under $500.000.00.
o
Urban Redevelopment Agency had bond proceeds of $6 million dollars.
o
Utilities Fund increased its net position to $273,000.00.
Findings:
o
Classifications and Journal Entries - None unusual and all will be cleared up. 
Moving forward towards 2022, Capital assets will increase once the City Center is completed and there was an increase in Bond issuance reported in January 2022.


	IX.
	
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS


1.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
At this time Nina Robinson, Finance Director presented financial highlights for period ending November 30, 2021.
·
Working to close out 2021 by reviewing all transactional data. 
·
Correcting all line items that are over budget and bring forth budget amendments next month.
	X.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding a proposed text amendment, 22-TA-002, Ord. 2022-002, to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, with revisions to Section 86-101 “R-M multifamily residential district” to Chapter 86 - Zoning, Article V – District Standards and Permitted Uses, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


2.
Public Hearing regarding a proposed text amendment, 22-TA-001, Ord. 2022-001, to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, with revisions to Section 86-100 “R-A single family attached residential district regulations” to Chapter 86 - Zoning, Article V – District Standards and Permitted Uses, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 22-CU-001, for a cosmetology school, by FNRP Realty Advisors, LLC / Andrew Denardo, asset manager of property owner, and Sherita Williams, applicant, for property at 7965 Tara Boulevard, (Parcel No. 13210D A005), Suite 130, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. Applicant, Sherita Williams was present to provide background information relative to her desires to open a Cosmetology school in Jonesboro.
As there were no additional persons wishing to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.


4.
Public Hearing regarding Variance Application, 22-VAR-001, for sign design standards for a new sign for an existing business, by Twin Peaks LLC, property owner, and Danielle Bess, applicant, for property located at 157 South McDonough Street (Parcel No. 13241D H003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	XI.	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES) - None


	XII.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the December 6, 2021 Work Session.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	XIII.
	
OLD BUSINESS - None


	XIV.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of Variance Application, 22-VAR-001, for sign design standards for a new sign for an existing business, by Twin Peaks LLC, property owner, and Danielle Bess, applicant, for property located at 157 South McDonough Street (Parcel No. 13241D H003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

At this time, Mayor Day opened the Public Hearing. Applicant and property owner, Danielle Bess was present to speak on her desires to upgrade their sign to a monument sign.
As there were no additional persons wishing to speak, the Public Hearing was duly adjourned.
Questions and Comments:
Additional approval conditions will include:
· Exterior lighting and appropriate landscaping to be approved by Community Development Director. 
	2.
	Council to consider approval of proposed text amendment, 22-TA-002, Ord. 2022-002, to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, with revisions to Section 86-101 “R-M multifamily residential district” to Chapter 86 - Zoning, Article V – District Standards and Permitted Uses, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Questions and Comments
Councilwoman Sartor inquired relative to rear entry- if approved, if a developer requests a non-rear entry a variance would be required? Is the intent of re-entry to prevent parking on the street?  
Mr. Allen advised that it all depends on the location and the design of the housing. 
Mayor Day stated that the proposed text amendment language give us the opportunity to work with each developer and control over what is built. 
Mr. Clark added that adequate and appropriate landscaping plan must be submitted and reviewed for approval by the Community Development Director as an approval condition.  Additionally adding that we need to have a conversation to control what is and isn’t allowed. 
Mr. Clark advised Mr. Allen will further amend the text to include specifics of the landscaping plan. 
	3.
	Council to consider approval of a proposed text amendment, 22-TA-001, Ord. 2022-001, to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, with revisions to Section 86-100 “R-A single family attached residential district regulations” to Chapter 86 - Zoning, Article V – District Standards and Permitted Uses, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	4.
	Council to consider approval of minor subdivision application, 22-SUB-001 for 8465 Tara Blvd (Parcel 13242B A020) and 8501 Tara Blvd (Parcel 13242B A015).


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	5.
	Council to consider approval of Conditional Use Permit Application, 22-CU-001, for a cosmetology school, by FNRP Realty Advisors, LLC / Andrew Denardo, asset manager of property owner, and Sherita Williams, applicant, for property at 7965 Tara Boulevard, (Parcel No. 13210D A005), Suite 130, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Additional approval condition:
·
The business shall not operate as a for-hire full service salon. 
	6.
	Council to consider approval of Resolution #2022-001 accepting the donation of two (2) United Shield ERT Ballistic Shields from Mr. Ed Tallman. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Each shield is valued at $3,774.83. The total cost of both ballistic shields is valued at $7,549.66.
Comments and Concerns.
Mr. Clark inquired what about the cost to outfit each officer with a shield. 
Chief Henderson advised that because of the circumstance of a particular incident, officers still need to be able to fire a weapon and but hands on an individual as needed, he would not like for each officer to have a shield. 
Mayor Day inquired if there is a desired number of officers to outfit with a shield
Chief Henderson advised that he like one for each of the four patrol teams and as one for C.I.D, totaling five shields on hand.  
	7.
	Council to consider approval of a proposal for purchasing Evidence and Armory storage for the Jonesboro City Center in the amount of $66,992.00.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

Questions and comments. 
Mayor Day asked what is the source of funding?
Chief Henderson advised that he is looking to using some of he Confiscated Funds?
Mr. Clark advised that there are several equipment needs for the City Center and in an effort to fill the needs, funds would come from confiscated and seized funds and the remainder to be subsidized from the general fund, asking to spend 50% from seized funds and the remainder from the contingency line item in an effort not to deplete the entirety of the funds. With there being $121,000.00 in confiscated funds and $40,000.00 in seized funds.
Councilwoman Sebo-Hand inquired if this amount was budgeted into the City Center.
Mr. Clark advised that Furniture and Fixtures will not cover this expense.  
Source of funding will be 50, 000.00 from confiscated funds and the remaining balance to be determined from the general fund balance. 
8.
Councilwoman Sartor requests discussion regarding ideas for a City Sponsored "Juneteenth" Celebration.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

At this time, Councilwoman Sartor asked Mayor and Council to consider creating a planning committee for the Juneteenth Celebration. Collaborating efforts with Chairman Turner and Ms. LaDonna Hampton who has hosted a celebration at Lee Street Park for the past three years.  Should Mayor and Council approve, Councilwoman Sartor will present a detailed outlined in February or March. 
	XV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Ricky L. Clark Jr., City Manager:
·
Memorial Services for Sandra Meyers, former Finance Officer will be held on Wednesday January 12th at the South Point Church.  
·
Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday is January 17th and the begins at 12 o’clock noon. 
·
Reminded Mayor and Council of the Chamber Gala on January 29th, you must be registered if you plan to attend. 
·
Groundbreaking ceremony for Hearthside Jonesboro is tentatively scheduled for February 4th. 
Workforce Labor
·
Public Works has one opening for General Laborer to fill in early Spring.
·
Code Enforcement has one opening for Coder Enforcement Officer.
·
Police Department has three openings and Probation has one opening for Probation Supervisor.
City Center
·
Parking lot base was installed in November.
·
Curbing around the building is completed. 
·
Finalizing the roof installation with an anticipated completion time of mid-January.  Windows will be installed shortly afterwards so that the crew can work on the inside. 
·
Held a meeting with Net Planner to discussed I.T. and Audio-Visual needs. 
·
Held interviews for I.T. Specialist on January 7th. 
Covid Updates
·
As of January 9th, the county had a total 46,000 new cases as well as 753 confirmed deaths. 
·
From January 3rd through January 9th there have been 3,129 new positive COVID reports. 
·
65% of City Employees have received the vaccination.
·
As of January 31, 2021, we no longer offer and offset for an employee who test positive for COVID.  The employee must exhaust sick leave and use annual leave of more time off is needed. 
The CDC recommends a five-day quarantine period with the ability to return to work wearing a mask provided they are Symptomatic.
Relative to policy decision, Mr. Clark asked for a decision from Mayor and Council moving forward.
Councilmember Sartor - Five-days quarantine as of the date of a positive test.
Councilmember Messick - CDC recommended guidelines.
Mayor Day - Scale back and require employees to take sick and annual leave.
Mr. Clark will issue an Administrative Directive to follow the five-day requirements as highlighted by the CDC. 


	XVI.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Councilwoman Pat Sebo-Hand - None
Councilwoman Tracey Messick - None
Councilman Billy Powell - None
Councilman Ed Wise - None
Councilman Bobby Lester - None
Councilwoman Donya Sartor - Informed everyone that she has been nominated by the Chamber of Commerce for the Carl Rhodenizer Community Award. 


	XVII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS - None


1.  Executive Session for the discussion of personnel related matters.

1.
Motion to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personel related matters at 6:05 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

2.
Motion to reconvene regular session t 6:11 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Mayor Pro-Tem
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

2.
Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session

	XVIII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 7:31 PM

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

JOY B. DAY – MAYOR
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