CITY OF JONESBORO

Special Called Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
January 18, 2023 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Special Called Meeting on Wednesday, January 18, 2023. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR PRO TEM TRACEY MESSICK


	II.
	
Call to Order


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Pat Sebo-Hand
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ricky L. Clark
	City Manager
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Enforcement
	Present
	


	III.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


	At this time, City Manager Ricky Clark stated that it's necessary to amend the agenda by adding adoption of Resolution 2023-003.  This Resolution is Calling a Special Election to fill a vacancy on the Jonesboro City Council and to authorize the Election Superintendent to conduct said election.  
City Manager Clark stated that at this time, two City Council members have submitted paperwork indicating their intent to run for the mayor's seat.  City Manager stated that this is a house cleaning item to prepare for the up coming election.


1.
Motion to add to the adopt of Resolution 2023-003 Calling for a Special Election to fill a vacancy on the Jonesboro City Council.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Sartor, Wise

	IV.
	
AGENDA ITEMS


	1.
	Discussion regarding Clayton County Board of Elections conducting the 2023 City of Jonesboro Special Election. 


RESULT:
DEFEATED [1 TO 5]
MOVER:
Donya Sartor, Councilmember
AYES:
Sartor

NAYS:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

Darlene Johnson from the Clayton County Elections Board came forward to answer questions regarding fees for the county to conduct the March 2023 Special Elections for the City of Jonesboro.
Councilwoman Sebo-Hand stated that she has questions regarding the change in the initial amount.  The county initially gave one amount and within a few days the amount changed to a larger amount.
Ms. Johnson responded that the initial number that was given represented the county's staff, equipment, poll workers etc. - The entire process for conducting the election.  It was acknowledged that both county and city election would be held on the same day - one of the commissioners spoke to the Elections Director - made her aware that there would be no need for all the cost when the county is already utilizing staff for its election.  The only difference would be staff that would be used for creating the city's ballot and ballot proofing & L&A testing.  
Taking that into consideration, the only thing the city would pay for is ballot proofing and L&A testing.  This is why the cost dropped significantly. it was determined that the county would only charged the city for the work that needs to be done specifically for Jonesboro.
Councilwoman Sartor stated that we were told that the quote that was given to the city initially is what’s providing to all cities that are interested in the county conducting their election at the county’s precinct/site.
Councilwoman Sasrtor stated that it was not a change in election cost, but a change in the request that resulted in a significant cost reduction.  That’s included in the email provided by the Elections Director.   
Councilwoman Sartor inquired about if the county conducts the city’s election - would Jonesboro’s citizens be able to go to any early voting site in the county?  Ms. Jackson responded -I think so, but I need to get clarity. 
Ms. Jackson stated that - I can assure you that if the county conducts Jonesboro’s election.  The citizens of Jonesboro would have options: that can vote at Lee Street for county & City options during Early Voting. The would have the ability to vote at JCC for both city and county items during Early voting.
A brief conversation took place regarding cost for elections options.
If the county conducts Jonesboro’s election and has a site here at JCC the cost would be $11K. 
If the county conducts Jonesboro’s election with NO site at JCC the cost would be $1400- voters can go to Lee Street Elementary to vote for both city and county. (This would be ideal cost saving since we have another election in November 2023).
Mayor Pro Tem Messick asked how many cities are allowing the county to conduct their elections.
Ms. Jackson - Response - the cities are conducting their own elections.
Ms. Jackson -I would like to see the county conduct the elections for all the municipalities, so that it would be easier for the voters to go to one precinct to vote.
Conservation regarding the county's hardship and the spread of the equipment.
Conversation regarding lack of responsiveness and accountability with the Elections Director.
Conservation took place regarding the timing for municipal elections (odd years) & county elections (even) election.  Typically, they’re on different schedules.  
Councilwoman Sebo-Hand stated that the City of Jonesboro has been conducting their own election since 2005, without any problems.  The city is fully qualified to handle its own election. We have had times when the citizens had to go to two different precincts to vote.  
Discussion took place regarding the city’s low voter turnout for elections and the issue of some citizens having to go to two different precincts to vote.
2.
Motion for the City of Jonesboro to conduct the upcoming Election to fill the unexpired term of the Mayor.

RESULT:
APPROVED [5 TO 1]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Pat Sebo-Hand, Councilmember

AYES:
Sebo-Hand, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

NAYS:
Sartor

Councilwoman Sartor requested a cost for the City to conduct the Special Election.
Brief conversation took placed regarding the cost for the City to conduct the election.
City Manager Ricky Clark gave an overview of the cost.
$10,450 to Dominion (L&A testing, on site support)
$300 per hour for the poll manager for 3 weeks early voting
$225 per hour for assistant manager for 3 weeks of early voting
$150 per hour for a clerk for 3 weeks of early voting.
For the record, we are willing to pay well over the requested amount of $11,470 received from the county, which would have given our citizens the ability to vote in the county's precincts as well as the ability to vote here at JCC. 
	V.
	
ADJOURNMENT


	The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.


DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – INTERIM CITY CLERK
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