CITY OF JONESBORO

Work Session

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
April 3, 2023 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Work Session on Monday, April 3, 2023. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Donya L. Sartor


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Alfred Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Ricky L. Clark
	City Manager
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Enforcement
	Present
	


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - Ricky L. Clark, Jr., City Manager


	III.
	
INVOCATION 


	Mayor Sartor gave the invocation.


	IV.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Councilman Wise motioned to adopt the April 3, 2023, Workshop Session meeting agenda with an addition regarding double-time pay for public works employees.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

	V.
	
WORK SESSION


	1.
	Council to consider approval of a fee waiver as requested by the Clayton County Chamber of Commerce to host their annual “Women in Business Luncheon” on May 12, 2023 in the Community Room of the Jonesboro City Center.  


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 4/10/2023 6:00 PM
City Manager Clark stated that each year the Clayton County Chamber of Commerce hosts a "Women in Business Luncheon".  The Chamber's Women in Business Luncheon is an opportunity to convene women business professionals and community leaders for a networking luncheon and honor their achievements.
Clayton County Chamber of Commerce President & CEO Valencia Williams came forward to speak regarding the event.
	2.
	Council to consider approval of funding in the amount of $500 to be appropriated to the Jonesboro High School Mock Trial Team as they travel to compete in the national championship in Little Rock, Arkansas. 


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 4/10/2023 6:00 PM
It was the consensus of the council to support Jonesboro Mock Trail Team with a donation of $500.00 including $100.00 from each member of the Governing Body's initiative funds.  For at total of a $1200 contribution.
	3.
	Council to consider approval of insurance recommendations related to Cyber Insurance, National Liability, and Workers’ Compensation and also to adjust the renewal date. 


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 4/10/2023 6:00 PM
The City Manager gave an overview of the purpose of the agenda item.  He stated that the staff has had dialogue with City Council regarding organizational insurance placements and the increases we've experienced.
Mr. Bob Saville with Public Entity came forward to go over the following: 
Cyber Liability - the city's current cyber liability has very low limits for ransom ware and other coverage.  The proposal contains a $1,000,000 Cyber liability limit with higher sub-limits for ransomware and different types of cyber risk. Net premium increase for improved coverage is $4,632.00
Workers Compensation - the broker attained a proposal from National Liability and Fire Insurance Company for a premium of $58,167 with a $5000 broker fee.  Annual premium is $63,167.  Fee is $27,436 less than the current $90,603 workers compensation premium.
Renewal Date - the recommendation is to change policy renewal date from January 1st to October 1st.  The Finance Department will have actual premiums in the next calendar year's budget and eliminate problems that was experienced in the past.
	4.
	Council to consider approval of Zoning Appeal, 23-ZA-001, for duplexes by Dawn Massenburg / Community Home Ventures, property owner, and Canon Manley, applicant, for lots 3 & 4 on New Dawn Court (Parcel Nos. 05241B B007 and 05241B B007A), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
Community Development Director David Allen came forward and gave a summary regarding the request.  He stated that the applicant submitted plans for two new duplexes on lots 3 and 4 of her multiple parcels on New Dawn Court.  The applicant is now seeking zoning approval for these structures, after getting approvals from the Design Review Commission and Historic Preservation Commission on the exterior designs of the proposed duplexes last month.  The properties along New Court are zoned H-2 Historic District.  Staff is recommending approval.
	5.
	Council to consider approval of  Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-006, for a tattoo studio by Charlotte M. Noon, property owner, and Whitney Singleton, applicant, for property at 279 North Main Street (Parcel No. 13209C C002), Suite D, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 4/10/2023 6:00 PM
Community Development Director David Allen came forward.  He stated that this item was tabled at the March 13, 2023, Regular Session.  The applicant applied for a tattoo studio at 279 North Main Street. The applicant has spoken to the property owner who is not willing to do any building upgrades.  Staff recommends approval of the request with minimum conditions:  All Health Department regulations pertaining to tattoo application shall be met.
City Council expressed concerns regarding ways to get the owner to improve the property.
City Manager stated that he do not think that it's fair for an absentee property owner to tell the city that they will not improve the exterior of the property, but continue to make money from the tenants.   I We are positioned to work with the applicant to find another location within the city.
City Attorney stated that with repeated violations, the City can look into Nuisance Abatement Action would be appropriate.  That would not be a condemnation.  This action would go through municipal court to declare the property a nuisance.  The owner would be ordered to abate the nuisance.  If the owner do not abate the nuisance the city can abate it themselves and place a lien on the property for the abatement amount.  
The Council discussed locating the applicant a comparable location within the City.
Mayor Sartor stated that the applicant selected the location for a specific reason and the City can't guarantee locating the applicant a  location match to the 279 North Main Street location.
Mayor Sartor spoke about utilizing Facade Grant Funds for improvement to the property.
This item will be added to the Regular Session agenda for a vote.
	6.
	Council to consider approval of declaring surplus of one of our body armor vests in possession by the Jonesboro Police Department. 


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 4/10/2023 6:00 PM
Chief Henderson came forward and stated that Investigator Daryl Cameron resigned from the City of Jonesboro and went to work for the City of Homerville.  The City of Homerville would like to purchase the custom fit armor that was worn by Investigator Cameron in the amount of $525.00
	7.
	Council to consider approval of acquiring 40 portable police radios for an amount not to exceed $218,000 and to authorize staff to continue negotiations regarding purchase. 


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 4/10/2023 6:00 PM
Police Chief Henderson came forward to give an overview of the request.  He stated that  the funding source for the lease agreement of the 40 police radios is 100-3200-58-2200.  The total cost of the lease is $217,711.40 which would be paid over a period of 7 years at $37,856 annually.
City Council expressed concerns regarding negotiating a shorter lease term with Motorola. Concerns were voiced regarding the amount of the interest that would be paid over the life to the loan.
City Manager stated that staff will meet with Motorola to negotiate a shorter lease term.
	8.
	Council to consider approval of a Resolution recognizing Georgia Cities Week, April 22-29, 2023, and encouraging all residents to support the celebration and corresponding activities. 


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 4/10/2023 6:00 PM
City Manager Clark stated that each year the Georgia Municipal Association sponsors Georgia Cites Week from April 23-29, 2023, to showcase and celebrate cities and the man services they provide.
Mr. Clark went over a list of events for the City of Jonesboro.  See Resolution 2023-004.
Main Street Manager Andrew Simpson came forward and went over the list of events for the week.
Mayor Sartor stated that this a great opportunity for City Council to participate in one of the events that resonates with them.  She stated that hopefully at some point, the city can sponsor a senior breakfast or a community breakfast similar to the one that was held in January 2023.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Devante Jennings came forward and stated that he would like to ensure that the information regarding Cities Week will be circulated to all residents of the city.  He stated that he would like to see Monday, April 24, 2023, as Jonesboro Community Breakfast. He stated that he likes the idea of Face Book live to promote non-profits.  As for the Annual Clean-up, he would like to ensure that areas in the city that don't normally get clean-up receives clean-up. 
	9.
	Council to consider approval of a Parking Lot Agreement by and between the City of Jonesboro and AT&T for 25 parking spaces located at 130,134 and 138 West Mill Street between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday – Friday. 


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 4/10/2023 6:00 PM
City Manager Clark stated for several years, the City of Jonesboro has leased parking spaces located at 130, 134 & 138 West Mill Street to employees of AT&T. Prior to COVID, the number of parking spaces leased have decreased.  The new agreement specifies an exclusive license to use 25 spaces at the amount of $30.00 per space.  The spaces are utilized between 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.
	VI.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


	VII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Councilman Powell motioned to adjourn at 7:27 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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