CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
April 10, 2023 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, April 10, 2023. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - RICKY L. CLARK, JR., CITY MANAGER


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Alfred Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Ricky L. Clark
	City Manager
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Enforcement
	Present
	

	Tommy Henderson
	Chief of Police
	Present
	

	Nina Robinson
	Finance Director
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	Executive Assistant
	Remote
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - Moment of Silence


	Pastor Mel Blackaby, entered the chambers and gave an invocation.


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt agenda with revisions.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

City Manager stated that the following changes to the agenda are recommended:
Item #3 under New Business (Council to consider approving a "double-time" policy for the Public Works Department)  will be moved to Item # 4 under Old Business.
Item #4 under New Business will be a discussion regarding the Farmers Market.
There's only one item to be discussed under New Business. (Council to consider approval of amending the Pay Sale & Classification Plan to add a new Part-Time position entitled Citizen Engagement Specialist).
Mayor Sartor added a presentation from the Office of the Mayor.
	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


1.
Proclamation recognizing Parkinson's Disease Awareness Month - Mayor Sartor

	At this time, Mayor Sartor presented a Proclamation to Lata & Manjeet Chinnan in recognition of Parkinson's Disease Awareness Month. 


2.
Presentation to Lt. Chris Cato in recognition of 10 years of service to the City of Jonesboro.

	At this time both Mayor Sartor & Chief Henderson, presented an award to Lt. Christopher Cato recognizing his ten (10) years of service. 


	VII.
	
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - NINA ROBINSON, FINANCE DIRECTOR


	1.
	Council to consider and approve unaudited Financial Statements for the operating period ended February 28, 2023. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

	VIII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding Zoning Appeal, 23-ZA-001, for duplexes by Dawn Massenburg / Community Home Ventures, property owner, and Canon Manley, applicant, for lots 3 & 4 on New Dawn Court (Parcel Nos. 05241B B007 and 05241B B007A), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Dawn Murray, applicant spoke regarding the need for the duplex's and urged council to support the request. 


	IX.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	Micaela Lattimer - 1569 Willow Wood Trace - Mrs. Lattimer, representative of CASA, spoke regarding the disregard of housing by property managers. Encouraged a continuous and solution driven conversation with City of Jonesboro officials to ensure that we improve the quality of life for Jonesboro residents. 
Traniece Lanier - 330 Arrowhead Boulevard - Mrs. Lanier spoke regarding the deplorable conditions of her residence located at 330 Arrowhead Blvd. (Address not within the corporate city boundaries of Jonesboro).
Maryann Washington - 8050 Tara Boulevard - Mrs. Washington spoke regarding unsanitary conditions of her residence located at 8050 Tara Blvd. 
Kaylon Jackson - 7572 Tara Boulevard - Mr. Jackson spoke regarding his desires to partner with the City of Jonesboro for healthy/fitness related events. Mr. Jackson is the owner of a fitness club located at 7572 Tara Boulevard. 


	X.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the March 13, 2023 Regular Meeting.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick requested to have the signature page of the March 13, 2023, minutes corrected to reflect - Mayor Pro Tem Messick.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the April 3, 2023 Work Session.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick requested to have the signature page of the minutes corrected for the April 3, 2023 Minutes to reflect - Dr. Donya Sartor, Mayor.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

	XI.	
CONSENT AGENDA


RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

	1.
	Council to consider approval of declaring surplus of one of our body armor vests in possession by the Jonesboro Police Department. 


Investigator Daryl Cameron resigned from the City of Jonesboro and went to work for the City of Homerville.  The City of Homerville would like to purchase the custom fit armor that was worn by Investigator Cameron in the amount of $525.00
	2.
	Council to consider approval of a fee waiver as requested by the Clayton County Chamber of Commerce to host their annual “Women in Business Luncheon” on May 12, 2023 in the Community Room of the Jonesboro City Center.  


Clayton County Chamber of Commerce hosts a "Women in Business Luncheon".  The Chamber's Women in Business Luncheon is an opportunity to convene women business professionals and community leaders for a networking luncheon and honor their achievements.
	3.
	Council to consider approval of a Resolution recognizing Georgia Cities Week, April 22-29, 2023, and encouraging all residents to support the celebration and corresponding activities. 


Consent agenda item.
	4.
	Council to consider approval of insurance recommendations related to Cyber Insurance, National Liability, and Workers’ Compensation and also to adjust the renewal date. 


Cyber Liability - the city's current cyber liability has very low limits for ransom ware and other coverage.  The proposal contains a $1,000,000 Cyber liability limit with higher sub-limits for ransomware and different types of cyber risk. Net premium increase for improved coverage is $4,632.00
Workers Compensation - the broker attained a proposal from National Liability and Fire Insurance Company for a premium of $58,167 with a $5000 broker fee.  Annual premium is $63,167.  Fee is $27,436 less than the current $90,603 workers compensation premium.
Renewal Date - the recommendation is to change policy renewal date from January 1st to October 1st.  The Finance Department will have actual premiums in the next calendar year's budget and eliminate problems that was experienced in the past.
	5.
	Council to consider approval of funding in the amount of $500 to be appropriated to the Jonesboro High School Mock Trial Team as they travel to compete in the national championship in Little Rock, Arkansas. 


It was the consensus of the council to support Jonesboro Mock Trail Team with a donation of $500.00 including $100.00 from each member of the Governing Body's initiative funds.  For at total of a $1200 contribution.
	6.
	Council to consider approval of a Parking Lot Agreement by and between the City of Jonesboro and AT&T for 25 parking spaces located at 130,134 and 138 West Mill Street between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday – Friday. 


The City of Jonesboro has leased parking spaces located at 130, 134 & 138 West Mill Street to employees of AT&T. Prior to COVID, the number of parking spaces leased have decreased.  The new agreement specifies an exclusive license to use 25 spaces at the amount of $30.00 per space.  The spaces are utilized between 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.
	XII.
	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of acquiring 40 portable police radios for an amount not to exceed $218,000 and to authorize staff to continue negotiations regarding purchase. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

Mayor Sartor stated that the staff is requesting authorization to continue negotiations with Motorola. The staff is requesting approval of the amount of $217,711.40, but they need additional time to negotiate financing.   
The Police Chief and a representative (Ms. Miller) from Motorola came forward to speak regarding the item.  Chief Henderson explained that Ms. Miller would not be able to speak on financing, but she’s here to answer other questions.  
The numbers were computed for 3 years financing opposed to 7 years and the interest amount increased.
After negotiations, the City were able to get 40 radios and 1 radio at no cost (value of about $5000).
Mayor Pro Tem Messick inquired about the warranty on the radios. 
Motorola Representative Miller stated that radios come with a three-year warranty.
There is no upgrade clause and there were concerns regarding the change in technology.
Representative Miller stated that the City of Jonesboro is a daily user on the County’s system and the county made a 10-year commitment.  The city wants to make sure that the end user equipment works sufficiently as the county upgrades their system.  The County upgraded in 2022.
For clarification, the City Manager stated that the staff is asking the council to approve the amount.  Staff will continue negotiations for a better finance rate.  We may also find that we will not have to participate in any kind of lease agreement.
The city Attorney stated that a lease purchase would have to come back before the city council for approval along with the terms of the agreement and a resolution. 
The motion before the city council is approval for staff to make purchase of 40 radios in the amount not to exceed $217,711.40 not including financing. 
	2.
	Council to consider approval of Zoning Appeal, 23-ZA-001, for duplexes by Dawn Massenburg / Community Home Ventures, property owner, and Canon Manley, applicant, for lots 3 & 4 on New Dawn Court (Parcel Nos. 05241B B007 and 05241B B007A), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

	3.
	Council to consider approval of  Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-006, for a tattoo studio by Charlotte M. Noon, property owner, and Whitney Singleton, applicant, for property at 279 North Main Street (Parcel No. 13209C C002), Suite D, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 5/1/2023 6:00 PM
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

A discussion took place regarding the applicant's options. The city attorney stated that it would best for the applicant to withdraw her application instead of the City Council denying the request.
Community Development Director David Allen stated that the applicant is not present tonight.
It was the consensus of the council to table the item.
	4.
	Council to consider approving a “double-time” policy for the Public Works Department and authorize the City Manager to update the Jonesboro Personnel Policies & Procedures accordingly. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

The Public Works Director came forward and stated that the purpose of this request is to increase overtime pay from the 1.5 to double time.  This will only go into effect on Friday after they have completed their shift - Sunday at midnight, all other overtime will be paid at a 1.5 rate.  This pay will occur after the employee has completed a 40-hour work week.
Public Works Director stated that he would also like to offer a referral incentive for current employees of $500.00 for each successful new hire.  This will be paid out to the referring employee at $250.00 after the first 60 days and the additional $250.00 after 120 days of successful employment.  In addition, the referral pay will only be given if the referring employee is still employed or retired with the City of Jonesboro.
Discussion:
Councilman Wise inquired about other staff members receiving the same rate as the proposal for Public Works.
Mayor Sartor stated this because of the rate of pay for public works employees.  This is for an incentive to encourage workers to work on the weekends.
	XIII.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of amending the Pay Scale & Classification Plan to add a new Part-Time position entitled Citizen Engagement Specialist. 


RESULT:
DEFEATED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

City Manager Ricky Clark stated that as the city grows the need for citizen engagement has grown.  Currently, it’s important to have a specialized person whose job is to communicate with our government and be a liaison for our citizens. This is a part-time position. This position will be crucial for the city to be able to complete some of the outstanding projects and help to expend grant funding. The staff person would be housed in JCC.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that a lot of what this position entails is what the City Council should be doing - to engage citizens.  At this time, we should not be paying someone to engage the community.
We have already set the budget for this year and the budget was tight. 
2.
Discussion regarding the Farmer's Market

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

The Farmer's Market will continue to be fully functional.
Scheduled opening date is Mother's Day Weekend from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
The Police Department will incorporate unlocking the bathrooms in their schedule.
	XIV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	At this time, City Manager Ricky Clark, Jr. gave an update on the following:
Community Garden Opening
Spring Egg Hunt
Georgia Cities Week
CCWA Business Development Workshop in the Community Room
Location of Clayton County Annex will be on Tara Blvd.
Clean Up Day
Kentucky Derby
Brokers Reception
Potential Job Fair in the Community Room
Opening of new businesses


	XV.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Mayor Sartor stated that she has had a very busy 14 days with business meetings, contingent meetings, and staff meetings.
Mayor Sartor thanked everyone for helping her to transition into the role of Mayor.
Updates were given on the following:
Reminder of Georgia Cities Week (April 22-29)  
Announced that Davante Jennings is the new Intern that started work.  Mr. Jennings is working out of the Office of the Mayor.
We will have a Farmer’s Market Meeting on Wednesday, April 12th to finalize details regarding the market.
Announced that the scheduled Council’s Retreat was cancelled.
Mayor Sartor requested that the Council schedule a time to meet with herself and the City Manager.
Mayor Sartor announced that cell phones were disbursed to the City Council.
Going forward, Mayor Sartor will send out “Monday Morning Messages” from the Mayor and on Friday, she will send out Friday Finale.
Mayor Pro-Tem Messick
Thanked everyone for coming out to the City Council meeting.
Wished everyone a Happy Easter Week
Mayor Pro-Tem Messick acknowledged the individuals that spoke during “Public Comments” she stated that although some of the addresses are not within the City Limits, but the City will reach out to the Housing Authority regarding their concerns.  
Councilman Alfred Dixon
Welcomed the public to send concerns to the City Manager or feel free to attend City Council meetings.


	XVI.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


	XVII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 7:14 PM

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Messick, Powell, Wise

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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