CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
May 8, 2023 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, May 8, 2023. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - CITY CLERK MELISSA BROOKS


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Absent
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Enforcement
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - The Rev. Dr. Valerie Loner


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


	VI.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the May 1, 2023 Work Session.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Ed Wise

2.
Motion to approve May 1, 2023, Workshop Session minutes.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Wise

	VII.
	
PRESENTATIONS


1.
Motion to adopt May 8, 2023, agenda with the addition of a presentation from Ruphina Ozoh, Assitant Director - Clayton County Headquarter Library

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Wise

Ruphina Ozoh came forward and gave an informative presentation regarding Clayton County Headquarter Library.
	2.
	Presentation of Proclamation honoring Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
The presentation did not take place because the recipient was not present.  
	3.
	Jonesboro High School Class of 2023 Academic Recognitions.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
Acknowledgements were presented to:
Valedictorian - Lilian Huynh
Star Student - Christy Long
Star Teacher - Dr. Ivory Roberson
	4.
	Clayton County Public School All County Musical, Matilda Jr. Presentation and Recognition.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
Students gave an exciting performance of Matilda Jr.
	VIII.
	
PUBLIC HEARINGS


1.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-007, for a private motorcycle club meeting space, by Hernan Santamaria, property owner, and Cedric Mack, applicant, for property at 258 South Main Street (Parcel No. 05241D B001), Suite D, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing.  Mr. Cedric Mack the applicant came forward to speak in favor of the conditional use permit.
Mayor Sartor closed the public hearing.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-008, for a dance studio, by Patricia Okwuosa, property owner, and Vanessa B. Gibson, applicant, for property at 242 Stockbridge Road (Parcel No. 12017D B003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing.  Applicant Vanessa B. Gibson came forward to speak in favor of the Conditional Use Permit.
Mayor Sartor closed the Public Hearing.


	IX.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	·
Mr. Timothy Vondell Jefferson came forward and stated that he has been working with Councilman A. Dixon regarding the youth government program. Mr. Jefferson spoke about utilizing grants to assist with the funding of the youth government.
·
Mr. Scott Smith came forward to speak about the property at 8859 Tara Blvd.  He stated that the building has been rebuilt.  He stated that he has been working with Interim City Manager David Allen to complete some of the requirements that were put forth by the City Council.  He is here tonight regarding the side lot is not developed. He is requesting Not to pave the side lot.  
Mayor Sartor stated that the item is not on the agenda for consideration and action.  The item will have to be considered at the June 5, 2023 meeting.  
Interim City Manager David Allen stated that he will add the item to the June 5th agenda.
·
Neat Robinson came forward to speak in favor of Jonesboro Youth Government.


	X.
	
FINANCIAL REPORT- NINA ROBINSON, FINANCE DIRECTOR


	1.
	Council to consider and approve unaudited Financial Statements for the operating period ended March 31, 2023. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Wise

	XI.	
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE - ANDREW SIMPSON, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR


	1.
	Consideration and Action regarding Nouveau Bar and Grill’s rental fee for the City Green.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
At this time, Economic Development Director Andrew Simpson came forward to give an update regarding City Green rental rate.
	XII.
	
CONSENT AGENDA

	1.
	Consideration and Action on approval financing of 40 Motorola radios at 3.99% for 4 years with a $45,000 down payment – total cost of radios $218K- finance amount $173K.


Financing approved for 40 Motorola radios at 3.99% for 4 years with a 45K down payment - total cost of radios $218K - finance amount $173K.
	2.
	Consideration and Action regarding acquisition of 150 – 95-gallon sanitation trash bins at a cost of $9,600.  


Approval of acquisition of 150 -95 gallon sanitation trash bins at a cost of $9,600.
	3.
	Consideration and Action March 21, 2023 Special Election cost.


Approval of Special Election cost  of $23,866.
	4.
	Consideration and Action to ratify the request from Girl Scouts of Greater Atlanta – Clayton County to host their annual “Girl Scouts Bridging Ceremony” on May 6, 2023, at Lee Street Park.


Ratification of the request from Girl Scouts of Greater Atlanta to host annual "Girl Scouts Bridging Ceremony" on May 6, 2023.
	XIII.
	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-007, for a private motorcycle club meeting space, by Hernan Santamaria, property owner, and Cedric Mack, applicant, for property at 258 South Main Street (Parcel No. 05241D B001), Suite D, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Wise

	2.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-008, for a dance studio, by Patricia Okwuosa, property owner, and Vanessa B. Gibson, applicant, for property at 242 Stockbridge Road (Parcel No. 12017D B003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Wise

	3.
	Consideration and Action regarding Minor Subdivision Plat - 100 Pine Circle, 23-SUB-002.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Wise

Clarification was given by Interim City Manager David Allen.  He stated that approval of the plat is not approving the use. 
Whatever buildings are placed on Lot 1 & Lot 2, they will have to comply with setbacks.  The property is zoned H-2.  The zoning did not change.
	4.
	Consideration and Action on appointing the City Clerk as the Official Records Clerk and the Assistant Clerk as the alternate Records Clerk - Chapter 2 (Administration). Article I (In General), Section 2-1 Records Management.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
Next: 6/5/2023 6:00 PM
Mayor Sartor added clarification to the agenda item.
She stated that it was discovered that there was a charter amendment - appointing the city manager as the city clerk.   This is no longer a routine ordinance amendment.  This must be processed as a revision to the charter, which requires advertisement in the legal organ. 
So, as of now, Interim City Manager David Allen will serve as the records clerk. Per the charter, the city manager can delegate the records responsibility to whomever he chooses. 
	5.
	Council to consider proposals and funding for a landscaping contract and maintenance agreement for the Jonesboro City Center grounds.


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 6/5/2023 6:00 PM
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Wise

Item was tabled to allow staff to gather additional information.
	6.
	Consideration and Action regarding establishing a Jonesboro Youth City Government.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Wise

Councilman A. Dixon stated that he is confident that they will be able to cover the $5300 that’s needed to fund the youth council through sponsorship, partnership, and donations.   For the record, he is still seeking financial funding from the City of Jonesboro.  He stated that the youth council have already received a pledge in the amount of $1800 from Clayton County School Foundation.  
Councilman A. Dixon spoke about the youth council's 501c3 status.
It was agreed that the youth government would operate under the City of Jonesboro’s 501c3 status and their activities would be handled as a city event.
Mayor Sartor stated that once the Jonesboro Youth Government is established, all official supporting documents such as by-laws etc. will come before the City Council for approval. 
The liability concerns will be addressed per field trip and per obligation.
There will be city hall staff person designated to work with the youth council.  Mayor Sartor also stated that some of the youth council's events can/will fall in alignment with city events.
The requested amount for this FY is $4400.
Councilman A. Dixon requested a Point of Privilege - He thanked the City Council for their support.
	7.
	Discussion on purchase of cast iron plaque for the Hugh Dickson Park.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
Next: 6/5/2023 6:00 PM
At this time, Interim City Manager David Allen stated that he would get pricing for a plaque in honor of Hugh Dickson for 46 years of service to City of Jonesboro and bring to council at the June 5th meeting.
	XIV.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	XV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Interim City Manager David Allen gave an update on project status.


	XVI.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Mayor Pro Tem Messick thanked everyone for their participation with the Humane Society Event.  She spoke about fun-free summer trips for the summer.
She wished all the mothers "Happy Mother's Day".  Congratulations to all the graduates. She also acknowledged the upcoming Memorial Day.
Councilman Lester - Thanked staff and wished mother's a Happy Mother's Day.
Councilman A. Dixon also thanked staff and wished all mothers a Happy Mother's Day.  
He also encouraged all to wish educators a happy week.  Have a few beds remaining in the community garden.
Mayor Sartor gave updates on the following:
48 ordinances that were not codified in a timely manner from the following years: 2020, 2021, 2022.  The ordinances were sent to be codified.
Acknowledgements to Andrew Simpson for taking Jonesboro’s Main Street off probation.  Main Street was on probation because requirements were not submitted by January 2023. The city had until May 1st to get documents submitted.  Andrew Simpson worked very hard to meet all requirements.
Big Thanks to the Jonesboro Morale Team (JMT) for their first event.  Cinco De Mayo on May 5th was a big success.
Friday, May 12th - Women in Business Luncheon- gave an opportunity to members of the audience to attend and sit at the City’s table. 
Events on May 13, 2023
Fitness in the Park at 9:30
Grand Opening of Jonesboro Farmers Market
Jazz in the Park @ 6:00 p.m.
All sponsors were acknowledged: Amazon, Clayton County Tourism Bureau, T. Madden & Associates, D&H Tax Services, Watkins Funeral Home, Tara Package and Sports Café.
Happy Mother’s Day, Happy Teacher’s Appreciation Week and a Big Thanks to the City Council for allowing a non-traditional approach to our meetings by allowing the performance of our talented students at Clayton County Public Schools All County Musical.


	XVII.
	
EXECUTIVE SESSION


1.
For the purpose of discussing personnel related matters.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Wise

It was determined that there was no need for an executive session.
Attorney Wiley advised that by vote of council, the executive session item could be removed from the agenda.
	XVIII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 7:11 p.m.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Wise

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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