CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
June 12, 2023 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, June 12, 2023. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Enforcement
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - DR. LOE, JONESBORO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the agenda with the following amendments:

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Under Consent Agenda:  Addition of Chairman’s Turner’s 5K Race.
Under New Business: Addition of November 7, 2023, Elections IGA update.
Under New Business: Addition of Repair of City Vehicles.
	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	1.
	Introduction of New Employees


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
The following new employees came forward to be introduced:
Tavisa Thomas, Administrative Assistant - Police Department
Annonciata Levigne, Records Clerk - Police Department
Beatriz Lovio, Part Time Clerk - Municipal Court
Armani Ladson, Police Officer - Police Department
Louise Crowder, Police Officer - Police Department
Shelby Bentley, Executive Assistant, Mayor and City Manager’s Office
	2.
	Presentation of Proclamation recognizing Municipal Court Clerks Week


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
A Proclamation was presented to Shenika Wright and staff recognizing Municipal Court Clerk Week.
	3.
	Presentation of Proclamation honoring Caribbean American Heritage Month.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
A Proclamation was presented to Annoniciata Levigne recognizing Caribbean America Heritage Month.
	4.
	Presentation of Proclamation honoring PRIDE Month.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
A Proclamation was presented to Dr. Michael Jamal Seaberry recognizing PRIDE Month.
	5.
	Presentation of Juneteenth Proclamation.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
A Proclamation was presented to Dr. Michael Jamal Seaberry recognizing Juneteenth.
	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding Text Amendment, 23-TA-003, Ordinance 2023-004, regarding certain provisions within Article I, Section II of the City’s charter regarding the designation of the City Clerk and alternatively, the Assistant City Clerk as the City’s open records official in lieu of the City Manager.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak, the public hearing was duly closed.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-009, for a convenience store, by Amritlal Patel & Sons LLC / Daljeet Singh, property owner, and Sehar Nisa, applicant, for property at 8113 Tara Boulevard (Parcel No. 13239B A001), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing. Property owner, and Sehar Nisa, applicant  for property at 8113 Tara Boulevard came forward to speak in favor of the request and the public hearing was duly closed.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Alcohol Beverage Package Dealer application, 23-ALC-002, to sell beer and wine at 8113 Tara Boulevard, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is Rocky’s Smoke Shop & Market.  Sehar U. Nisa has requested to be the License Representative.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing. Property owner, and Sehar Nisa, applicant  for property at 8113 Tara Boulevard came forward to speak in favor of the request and the public hearing was duly closed.


4.
Public Hearing regarding Variance application 23-VAR-001 for paving requirements for parking lots, per Section 86-397, and front buffer landscape requirements, per Section 86-109, by Park My Truck USA / Storage Industrial / 33 Holdings LLC, property owner, and Scott Smith applicant, for property at 8859 Tara Blvd. (Parcel Nos. 05239 241007, 05239 241006, and 05239 241003) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing. Applicant Scott Smith for property at 8859 Tara Boulevard came forward to speak in favor of the request and the public hearing was duly closed.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


A.  The following came forward to make public comments:

Penny Fauscett - came forward to voice concerns and problems regarding tractor trailers traveling on 120 South Ave.
Johnny Fausett - came forward to voice concerns and problems regarding tractor trailer traveling on 120 South Ave.
Noah Wendimu - came forward to introduce "Videobot.com" a software solution for the City's website.
Ann Doss - came forward to request approval to resubmit her request regarding the property located at 177 College St.
Camisha Brown came forward to introduce her dance studio business to the City of Jonesboro - business is located in Riverdale, GA.
	IX.
	
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS- NINA ROBINSON, FINANCE DIRECTOR


	1.
	Council to consider and approve unaudited Financial Statements for the operating period ended April 30, 2023. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	X.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the May 8, 2023 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the June 5, 2023 Work Session.
Minutes were tabled until the July 10, 2023, Regular Session for the purpose of adding additional information to public comments from Ann Wise.
RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	XI.	
CONSENT AGENDA


RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	1.
	Council to adopt Resolution 2023-006 in support of the November 7, Municipal Election.


Consent Agenda Approval.
	2.
	Council to approve NetPlanner proposal for completion of electronic key locks for Police Department.


Consent Agenda approval.
	3.
	Council to approve proposed changes to 2023 City Council Meeting Calendar.


Consent Agenda Approval.
	4.
	Council to approve purchase of four Motorola Radios APX 6500 for Police Department per FY’ 23 Budget.


Consent Agenda Approval.
	5.
	Council to approve Road Closure Request for a portion of Courthouse Way only, between North McDonough Street and Courthouse Drive, for scheduled Arts Walk Events in June, July, and August 2023.


Consent Agenda Approval.
	6.
	Council to consider proposal from Netplanner Systems for Managed IT Services.


Consent Agenda Approval.
7.  Chairman Turner's 5K Race

Consent Agenda Approval.
	XII.
	
OLD BUSNESS


	1.
	Council to consider Text Amendment, 23-TA-003, Ordinance 2023-004, regarding certain provisions within Article I, Section II of the City’s charter regarding the designation of the City Clerk and alternatively, the Assistant City Clerk as the City’s open records official in lieu of the City Manager.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	2.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-009, for a convenience store, by Amritlal Patel & Sons LLC / Daljeet Singh, property owner, and Sehar Nisa, applicant, for property at 8113 Tara Boulevard (Parcel No. 13239B A001), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager David Allen came forward and stated that there have not been any changes since the last meeting regarding the request.  The applicant has met all requirements. Should the Mayor and Council choose to approve the request, the following minimum conditions shall be met:
-Any new signage must conform to the City Sign Ordinance.
-All applicable requirements for tobacco and/or alcohol sales shall be met.
-All Health Department requirements shall be met.
Councilman A. Dixon motioned to tabled the item until August 2023, Regular meeting.
Interim City Manager David Allen - asked "Why."
Councilman A. Dixon stated he wants to table to be able to receive additional information. Wants to make sure the business is representative of the community. 
The owner came forward and stated that he wasn't aware of the request to table the item.  He stated that regarding the smoke shop - he would highly appreciate the council’s approval today. 
FIRST MOTION
Councilman A. Dixon motioned to table request until August 2023, Regular Session, seconded by Councilman B. Lester.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick, Councilman Wise, Councilman Powell, and Councilman D. Dixon - Opposed.  Motion did not carry.
SECOND MOTION
Motion carried to approve request.
	3.
	Council to consider Alcohol Beverage Package Dealer application, 23-ALC-002, to sell beer and wine at 8113 Tara Boulevard, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is Rocky’s Smoke Shop & Market.  Sehar U. Nisa has requested to be the License Representative.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager came forward.  He stated that there is not any new information regarding the request.  The applicant has met all requirements.
	4.
	Council to consider Variance application 23-VAR-001 for paving requirements for parking lots, per Section 86-397, and front buffer landscape requirements, per Section 86-109, by Park My Truck USA / Storage Industrial / 33 Holdings LLC, property owner, and Scott Smith applicant, for property at 8859 Tara Blvd. (Parcel Nos. 05239 241007, 05239 241006, and 05239 241003) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager David Allen gave an overview of the request.  He stated that approval conditions are: - Landscape plan shall be provided and shall be subject to approval by the Community Development Director. New trees in the landscape plan shall be large enough caliper to provide effective screening of parked equipment. Concrete sidewalks shall be provided at the front, with the same location and width as other nearby sidewalks along Tara Blvd. Provision of Sec. 86-397 - Design requirements for parking lots and driveways.  The provision of this section shall apply to all off-street parking whether the parking serves a particular use or development, or the parking is a principal use on a property and not dedicated to serving a particular development. (1) Curbs required. Concrete curbs shall be provided for all paved areas and shall be used to separate landscaped areas from pavement. (2) Striping required. Every parking space shall be clearly marked by lines painted on or otherwise applied to the parking lot surface. (3) Paved surface. No vehicle parking of any kind shall be permitted on any lot unless all driveways and parking spaces are comprised of an impervious surface consisting of concrete, asphalt, brick or decorative stone pavers. No gravel shall be used except as subgrade material.
A variance on the above requirements is requested by the applicant to still move forward.  Staff recommends approval of the variance for paving, since this would not be a typical parking lot (for equipment storage instead of customer parking), the new owners have improved the two vacant lots from the former state.
The approval is not for parking of large trucks or tractor trailers.
	5.
	Council to consider timeline for permanent City Manager search update.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

 Interim City Manager stated that this item will require some discussion and a Charter Amendment.  He stated that there’s several items that need to be clarified in the Charter as it relates to the duties and functions of the mayor and the city manager.  The current language in the Charter regarding the mayoral duties and the duties of the city manager are conflicting.
The City Council expressed at the last retreat the desire to have a “weak mayor” form of government vs. the current “strong mayor” form of government.
Mayor Sartor stated that the council will need to decide how to move forward with Charter Amendments.
-Do you want to have a Special Called meeting to discuss Charter Amendments.
-Do you want to seek a consultant for Charter Amendments.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick suggested allowing Attorney Matricardi to seek a consultant to help the Council navigate the process of amending the Charter.
Attorney Matricardi stated that Charter Amendments is a service that’s offered by their firm.
Mayor Sartor stated that the range for this type of service is $3000 - $20,000.
Mayor Sartor stated that we could reach out to GMA to see if we can have someone to facilitate the meeting with the City Council regarding the amendments.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick motioned to authorize Attorney Matricardi to seek a firm to provide the services of the City of Jonesboro Charter Amendments - not to exceed $10,000 (The offer is to include Fincher Demark as well), seconded by Councilman Bobby Lester said motion carried unanimously. 
	6.
	Council to consider authorization of RFP process for possible privatizing of City sanitation services for the purposes of obtaining detailed cost and service breakdowns for future consideration.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager David Allen came forward.  He stated that tonight he is requesting authorization to move forward with the RFP process for possible privatizing of the City’s sanitation services.  Mayor Sartor casts the tie-breaking vote in favor of moving forward with the RFP process.
	7.
	Council to consider plaque quotes for the newly named Hugh Dickson Park, 102 North McDonough Street


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

The council voted to purchase a bronze memorial park marker. Katherine Smith is knowledgeable of relatives of Hugh Dickson.  Councilman Wise requested to have a small ceremony in honor of unveiling the plaque.  Economic Development Director Andrew Simpson will assist with planning.
	8.
	Council to consider proposals and funding for a landscaping contract and maintenance agreement for the Jonesboro City Center grounds.


RESULT:
DEFEATED [4 TO 2]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, D. Dixon, Powell, Wise

NAYS:
A. Dixon, Lester

Interim City Manager gave an overview of the agenda item.  Mayor Sartor stated that if this is not approved - we will not have anyone to maintain the City Hall grounds.
Mayor stated that she can approve up to a $1000 in increments to have landscaping done.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick expressed concerns about the source of funding.  She stated that it was her understanding that the problem is - Public Works is experiencing a shortage in staff - not funding.  Funds should come out of Public Work's budget.
Interim City Manager - stated that it's both.
Mayor Sartor stated that we did not consider the new building infrastructure and the additional required work needed to maintain the City Hall grounds.
Fiance Director stated that funds are available for purchase of equipment (Zero Turn Mower).

Mayor Sartor requested an alternate motion - there was not an alternate motion.
	9.
	Council to consider proposed changes to the Jonesboro Fee Schedule.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

The following fees were approved:
Occupancy Inspection fee - from $50 to $52
Facility Cleaning fee - from $50 to $150
Annual Farmers Market Vendor fee - remains $25
Increase in late fee for sanitation $10 - $50 -DENIED (remains $10)
Veterans’ Markers $20
	XIII.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider approval of Local Maintenance and Improvement Grant Projects for FY’ 2023. Project includes the following roads: 
· Jonesboro Road between Highway 138 and North Avenue


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
Interim City Manager David Allen stated that the LMIG - Multiple Resurfacing Project 2023 is an update.  The funds has already been awarded.
	2.
	Council to consider reduction in waiting period for re-application of Conditional Use Permit 23-CU-005 for a daycare at 177 College Street, per Sec. 86-121 and 86-373.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager came forward and gave an overview of the request.  He stated that on February 13, 2023, conditional use permit application 23-CU-005 (daycare) at 177 College Street was denied based on criteria specified in the staff report. The applicant would like to re-apply and be reconsidered for the same use on the same property due to what they feel are extenuating circumstances and a revised site plan that they feel will alleviate issues and concerns specified in the original staff report.  Per 86-121 and 86-373, there is a 12 month waiting period between application and re-application by the same applicant if the original application was denied.  If approved tonight, the applicant could come before the City Council at the August 2023, meeting instead of February 2024.
	3.
	Council to consider a draft of a new policy regarding Mayor and City Council Notification of Absence.


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Sartor, Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

This item will be discussed later as part of the Charter Amendments
4.  Disussion Regarding Elections IGA

Mayor Sartor explained that an Intergovernmental Agreement for the Provisions of November 2023 Election Services between Clayton County and the City of Jonesboro has been drafted.
This item will be on the Board of Commissioners agenda on July 5, 2023, for a vote.
If passed by the Commissioners, it will go before Jonesboro City Council on July 10, 2023, for a vote.
5.  Repair of City Vehicles

1.
Motion was made by Councilmember Powell to reinstate business with LDM for repair of city vehicles

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Councilman Wise asked, “who is currently handling the City’s vehicles?”  Mayor Sartor stated that they are currently being taken to the dealer. Currently, there’s no vehicles in need of repair.
Councilman Wise stated that he was informed that a Police Officer has two nails in the tire of his patrol car.
Mayor Sartor asked the Chief if he was aware of the situation. Chief responded “No - I wasn’t aware.”
Mayor Sartor stated that the proper protocol is for the employee to notify their supervisor of any maintenance issues & the supervisor will notify the Police Chief.
Councilman Wise asked, “Is there any reason why we’re not using LDM?”
Mayor responded - because they’re not going to LDM?
Councilman Wise asked - Why.
Mayor Sartor asked if there were any other questions.  
Councilman Powell asked for council consider a vote to reinstate LDM for vehicle repair.
Mayor Sartor stated yes. We can take a vote, but it will not obligate the city to only use LDM.
Councilman Powell motioned for the city to reinstate using LDM for vehicle repair, seconded by Councilman Wise.
DISCUSSION: Mayor stated staff will take vehicles for repair - with approval from the office of the mayor.
LDM will be an option amongst other vehicle repair shops. 
	XIV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Interim City Manager came forward and gave updates on businesses opening and construction projects.
Mayor 
Gave updates on the following:
Electric Parking Spaces
Handicapped Parking Spaces
Juneteenth Festival in conjunction with LaDonna Hampton
Fitness in the Park
Farmer's Market
Heartside Opening
Broadband Booth Camp 
GMA Conference
July 1st Summer Concert Series
Swinging Medallions in August.


	XV.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Mayor Pro Tem Messick - Wished all fathers - HAPPY FATHER'S DAY
Councilman Bobby Lester - Wished all fathers - HAPPY FATHER'S DAY
Councilman A. Dixon - Wished all fathers - HAPPY FATHER'S DAY
  Councilmember A. Dixon introduced Mr. Tony Murry as a possible vendor to pressure sidewalks for the city at no charge.


	XVI.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 7:47 PM

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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