CITY OF JONESBORO

Work Session

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
August 7, 2023 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Work Session on Monday, August 7, 2023. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Donya Sartor


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Absent
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Enforcement
	Present
	


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - Melissa Brooks, City Clerk


	III.
	
INVOCATION 


	IV.
	
Call to Order - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	V.
	
INVOCATION was given by Pastor Gary Lewis of Jonesboro First Baptist.


	VI.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt agenda with revisions:

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Addition of "Public Comments" to the agenda
The following items were moved to the Executive Session agenda:
-Discussion regarding Clayton County proposal for future of Fire Station 13 in the city Limits of Jonesboro.
-Discussion regarding compensation for damage to employee’s personal vehicle.
-Discussion regarding placement and compensation of Georgia Power easement on City-owned property on Key Street.
-Item 5.1 was added to the agenda for discussion of fee waiver for the Governing Body.
	VII.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	1.
	Jonesboro High School Band Sponsorship


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Band Director Mr. Lynel Goodwin came forward to make a presentation on behalf of the Jonesboro Majestic Marching Cardinals.  Mr. Goodwin highlighted some of the band’s accomplishments.
Other staff members from Jonesboro High School came forward to give an overview of upcoming events and sponsorship levels. A student came forward and gave testimony of how participating in the band has impacted his life in a positive way.
	VIII.
	
POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEDGE


	At this time, Mayor Sartor stated that she would like to give a special acknowledgement to Derry Walker.
Derry Walker served the City of Jonesboro for 10 years.  We thank him for his service and wish him well.


	IX.
	
PUBLIC COMMENTS


	The following came forward to make public comments:
Ann Wise - came forward to speak about the ethics of the Governing Body.  Mrs. Wise complimented the city for the wonderful events that were taking place. You’re doing a good job.  I like to see people gathering. No one wants to see you fall.  If you fail the city fails. She stated that elected officials are held to a higher standard and should always be able to show respect and decorum when dealing with issues. Proud to see the city moving forward with appointing ethics members. She spoke about social media and the recent attack on her and two others regarding a Facebook posting of a meme on her personal Facebook. She stated that there should be an apology for former Mayor Joy Day, former Councilwoman Pat Sebo-Hand and herself. The posting was not directed toward anyone.
Pat Sebo-Hand came forward to speak about the Fire Station- item moved to Executive Session. 
She inquired about the county’s plans regarding the fire station and their timeline.
Georgia Moore came forward to speak about her difficulty in getting to two separate polling locations. We must stick together.  We must pray for the Mayor and the City Council.
Ms. Benita came forward to speak about the voting locations.
Mr. Zaldibar of East Point came forward to speak about the voting locations.
Representative Eric Bell came forward and thanked the city for allowing him to host his Home Buyer Seminar in the Community Room.  He stated that he wished that the city would reconsider allowing the county to conduct the November election.  He stated that one of the opposing members of council could bring the item up for reconsideration.
Janet Collins came forward to speak about the need for additional care for the children in the city.
Penny Faucet came forward to give acknowledgement to Derry Walker, Pat Daniel, and Police Chief Tommy Henderson for service to the city.
Brittney Burns with URGE came forward to speak at the reconsideration to allow Clayton County to conduct November’s election.  She stated that anything that makes voting harder is voter suppression.
DeVante Jennings came forward and stated he will try to make his comments polite, but I am now going to speak my mind because silence in the face of evil is evil itself.  He stated that he loves various members of staff, but the City Council is ridiculous. It was mentioned earlier that we apologies and need and Ethics Board - “I want an apology as well”!  He talked about the need to have multiple voting locations and hopes that the Council will reconsider allowing the County to conduct the election. 


A.  POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEDGE

Mayor Sartor stated that she takes Public Comments very seriously.  She stated that whenever I offend someone as the mayor, I have to own up to it. It’s been presented to me that my responses offended someone - for that I apologize.  I am not perfect.  I work daily to serve everyone. I stand corrected regarding the Facebook posting. Everyday I am becoming better at being the mayor.  I am human - I am a good human and when I make an error  - I stand corrected and I apologize to Ann Wise and to those that was offended by the post.   
	X.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


	1.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-012, for a daycare by Ann Doss, property owner and applicant, for property at 177 College Street (Parcel No. 13242D C001) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
Next: 8/14/2023 6:00 PM
At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing.  Ann Doss owner of the daycare came forward and thanked the council for allowing her to present the request.  She stated that she will adhere to all request of the council.  Mayor Sartor duly closed the hearing.
	2.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-011, for a daycare by Josefina Vega, property owner, and Janet Collins, applicant, for property at 255 South Main Street (Parcel No. 06001C D003) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
Next: 8/14/2023 6:00 PM
At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing.  Interim City Manager came forward and gave an overview of the request.  He stated that staff is recommending denial of the Conditional Use Application. As none was present to speak regarding the item, Mayor Sartor duly closed the hearing.
	3.
	Council to consider Zoning Appeal, 23-ZA-002, for vehicle repair and large commercial equipment rental with screened outdoor storage, by 33 Holdings LLC / TPS III-Tara Boulevard, property owner, and Scott Smith / 33 Holdings LLC, applicant, for properties at 8859 Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 241007, 05239 241006, and 05239 241003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing.  Interim City Manager came forward and stated that staff is recommending denial of zoning appeal for large, heavy vehicles and tractor trailers. Owner Scott Smith came forward to speak regarding the request..  Mayor Sartor duly closed the hearing.
	4.
	Council to consider Text Amendment, 23-TA-007, Ord. 2023-008, to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, regarding updates and revisions to Article VI – Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.  


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
	5.
	Council to consider Text Amendment, 23-TA-008 Ord. 2023-009, to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, regarding updates and revisions to Article XVII – Additional Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.  


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
	XI.	
WORK SESSION


	1.
	Council to consider approval of Historic Preservation Commission Board Appointment for Laura Dupuis.


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 8/14/2023 6:00 PM
Interim City Manager stated that the Historic Preservation Commission Board has two vacant positions of the five member Board.
Mrs. Laura Dupuis has submitted an application to fill one of the vacant seats. Mrs. Dupuis has lived in the City since 1996.
	2.
	Council to consider approval of Caribbean Nights Festival Road Closure and Fee Waiver for October 7th and 8th.  


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 8/14/2023 6:00 PM
Tammary Scott owner of B'Mari and Brian Hubert of Arts Clayton came forward to answer questions regarding the upcoming Caribbean Nights Festival scheduled October 6-8, 2023.
Road closure us for Saturday only.
The dates and times requested for Saturday October 7 in the downtown square are 9am for the parade and for  the downtown square  from Church Street next to Arts Clayton up to Smith Street closed from 9 am, the street festival at 11 am until 7 pm.  The space by B'Mari and Art Studio for food trucks and we are looking at asking First Methodist Church and First Baptist  Church for use of their parking spaces.
There is a possibility that the parade will not take place.
3.  Fee waivers for Mayor and City Council

There will be criteria for fee waivers. The mayor stated that she honors the fact that council members want to host initiatives in the park, be these items should be on the annual planning calendar of events.
Councilman Powell stated that if an event is presented to the entire council and the council agrees to support the event - then it becomes a city event, but if a member of council wants to have an event on their own- then tax paying citizens should not have to pay for it.
The City Attorney stated that other city officials utilize their discretionary funds for their own events.
Additional discussion will follow regarding fee waivers for the mayor and council.
	4.
	Discussion regarding fee waiver for rental of Lee Street Park by Councilman Alfred Dixon for November 2023.  


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 8/14/2023 6:00 PM
Interim City Manager came forward to give an overview of Councilman Dixon's request for a fee waiver for event in November 2023.  The Interim City Manager gave the amount of the fee waiver - $4600.
Mayor inquired if vendors will be charged a vending fee and will alcohol be served.
Councilman A. Dixon stated - No. There will not be a vending fee.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick suggested having a meeting with Councilman A. Dixon for clarity.
Mayor Sartor stated that will be a planning meeting between now and next week.  Item will be under Old Business.
	5.
	Council to consider approval of appointment of Melissa Brooks as Election Superintendent for the November 7, 2023, Municipal Election.


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 8/14/2023 6:00 PM
	6.
	Council to consider approval of appointment of Melissa Brooks as Absentee ballot Clerk and Pat Daniel as Alternate Absentee Ballot Clerk for the November 7, 2023 Election.


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 8/14/2023 6:00 PM
Melissa Brooks was appointed to serve as the Ballot Clerk.
Pat Daniel was appointed to serve as the Alternate Ballot Clerk.
	7.
	Discussion regarding compensation for poll workers for November 2023 Election.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 8/14/2023 6:00 PM
Mayor Sartor asked if there was going to be a reconsideration regarding the county conducting the election before we move forward.
City Clerk Melissa Brooks confirmed that 12 poll workers would be trained.
Compensation will be as follows:
Managers
$17.00 per hour
Assistant Managers $17.00 per hour
Clerks $15.00 per hour
Councilman D. Dixon inquired about the number of poll workers that will be hired.
Mayor clarified that City staff will not be utilized to conduct the election.
Councilman D. Dixon stated that he does not understand how the County can conduct the election for $11,000.  Councilman D. Dixon stated that the city will pay the $11,000 and other charges as overtime and the city is back at the $20,000 paid to the county.
Mayor Sartor stated that the $11,000 quoted by the county includes everything. The county has guaranteed not to exceed $11,000.
Councilman D. Dixon asked who will pay overtime?  He referred to Article 4 of the agreement.
City Attorney stated that the language reads “that the city will reimburse the county all cost incurred” even though the exhibit clearly states $11,000 - there’s nothing that states that the city could be charged more than the $11,000.
Councilman D. Dixon stated that the city is basing cost on 60 hours per week and the county submitted cost based on 40 hours per week and exhibit clearly states that they do not pay overtime.
Mayor Sartor asked Councilman Dixon “What do we need to get from the county to assure that the cost to conduct the election based on State mandates - will not exceed $11,000. They are willing to work with us. If we can provide in a contractual agreement clearly that the cost will not exceed $11,000 for everything. Looks like we're making progress. 
Mayor Sartor instructed City Clerk Brooks to contact the county and work with legal to have the language revised in Article 4 of the IGA.
Mayor stated that what she is hearing is if a clearly defined contract is submitted - there could be reconsideration of allowing the county to conduct the election.
Councilman D. Dixon inquired about the city's 3 weeks vs. the county’s 4 weeks.  Mayor explained that it’s 3 weeks of early voting plus 1 week of training.
Mayor Sartor asked if the council was okay with moving #10 Discussion regarding compensation for poll workers to “Old Business on the Regular Session on August 14, 2023.  
	8.
	Discussion regarding budget amendment for the purpose of transferring funds to pay for the November 7, 2023 Municipal Election.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 8/14/2023 6:00 PM
The budget amendment to cover election expenses for the November 7, 2023, Municipal Election will be decided at the August 14, Regular Meeting.
	9.
	Discussion regarding opportunity for sponsorship funding for Jonesboro High School Band’s participation in 2024 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

City Council approved to provide a $1000 Sponsorship donation to Jonesboro High School Marching Cardinals in support of the 2024 Macy's Thanksgiving Parade in return for performance at the City's Christmas Parade.
	10.
	Council to consider approval of City of Jonesboro Police Department Pay Increase - 16% for sworn officers only, per FY’ 23 budget transfer and FY ’24 budget preparation.


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 8/14/2023 6:00 PM
Police Chief Tommy L. Henderson came forward to present the request.  After a discussion.  The Council agreed to grant all sworn officers a 16% pay increase from the General Fund effective in 2023.
It was also stated that the Assistant Chief position will not be filled at this time.
	11.
	Discussion regarding amendment to City Code of Ethics to move forward with previously filed ethics violations.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
Next: 8/14/2023 6:00 PM
Mayor Pro Tem introduced the item.  She stated that Attorney Matricardi gave advice on how to move forward with the current ethics complaint that has been filed.
She suggested having Judge Wood appoint someone to oversee the ethics hearing.
Attorney Matricardi suggested appointing a hearing officer for the existing complaint and the hearing officer’s decision will be final.  
Attorney Matricardi stated that as of now, nothing can be done about the existing complaint.
To move this ethics complaint forward, the vote would have to be unanimous.  Everyone would have to agree on the steps to move forward by signing a document agreeing to the actions to move forward.
Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Messick regarding the existing ethics complaint, Requesting for Judge Wood to seek a hearing officer outside of the county. The hearing officer's decision would be final, seconded by Councilman Wise.  Mayor Sartor - opposed.  The vote was not unanimous.
	12.
	Discussion regarding the appointment of an Ethics Committee as outlined in City Charter to oversee future complaints.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Mayor Pro Tem Messick inquired about reestablishing the Ethics Board.  
Attorney Matricardi explained the makeup of the Ethics Committee - She stated that there are three members on the Ethics Committee 
(1) Member appointed by the Mayor 
(2) Member appointed by City Council
 (3) An attorney that's selected by the other 2 members.
Mayor Pro Tem asked if the council could move forward with reestablishing the Ethics Board and acting on the existing complaint.  City Attorney Matricardi responded. Yes.
The requirement for Board appointments by the Mayor and by the Council is the member has to be a resident of Jonesboro.
Attorney Matricardi suggested adoption of a resolution outlining the appointed members to the Ethics Board.
	13.
	Discussion regarding hiring City Attorney Fincher Denmark to move forward with City Charter revisions, and, if their proposal is approved, set date to begin meetings concerning Charter revisions.


Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that the meeting to discuss amending the City’s Charter has been scheduled for September 21, 2023.
The firm of Fincher & Denmark will amend the Charter for a cost not to exceed $10,000.00
Mayor Sartor stated that staff will work on obtaining a facilitator.
Councilman Powell suggested contacting Rusi Patel from GMA to facilitate the meeting for Charter amendments.
	14.
	Discussion regarding amendments to Policy and Procedures for calling any formal meeting to reflect procedures as suggested by the Georgia Municipal Association.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Mayor Pro Tem Messick introduced the item.
She stated that the rules for town hall meetings and called by the Mayor or City Council should follow the same posting guidelines as special called meetings.
Request for any special or town hall meetings should be cancelled if a quorum is not present, when the person or entity has been advised beforehand by those unable to attend.
Mayor Sartor stated that, so if I call a meeting and the council decides not to attend, then the meeting would have to be cancelled. 
Mayor Pro Tem Messick requested a PERSONAL POINT OF PRIVILEGE.
She stated that Mayor Sartor knew that there would not be a quorum, but she continued to have the meeting.  The meeting was called as Special Called Meeting, which is inappropriate.  The council was not aware that the Special Called Meeting would be turned into a town hall meeting. 
Mayor Sartor stated that the meeting was posted properly and legal advised every step. 
	15.
	Discussion regarding amendments to Rules of Procedures for Elected Officials.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
City Attorney stated that implementing requested revisions would violate Jonesboro’s form of Government.  City Attorney suggested placing this item on the Charter Amendment meeting schedule for September 21, 2023.
	16.
	Discussion regarding implementation of new Anti-Bullying / Anti-Harassment Policy for Elected Officials, Staff, and all City Employees to both Rules of Procedure and Personnel Policy and Procedures.  


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
City Attorney suggested placing this item on the Charter Amendment meeting schedule for September 21, 2023.
	17.
	Discussion regarding creation of a Creative Placemaking Advisory Board.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Councilman A. Dixon introduced the agenda item.
Councilman Dixon stated that he does that want the Creative Placemaking Advisory Board to be a part of an existing Board.
Councilman A. Dixon inquired about next steps.
City Attorney stated that this would be similar to the establishment of the Youth Council - an ordinance would have to be adopted and outlining requirements for membership etc..
Discussion regarding a Board vs. a Committee.
	XII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


	XIII.
	
EXECUTIVE SESSION


1.
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel related matters and potential ligations at 8:15 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

2.
Motion to reconvene the Workshop Session at 9:20 PM

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	3.
	Discussion regarding Clayton County proposal for future of Fire Station 13 in the City limits of Jonesboro.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
	4.
	Discussion regarding possible compensation of damage to employee’s personal vehicle.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Council voted to reimburse employee Clifford Thompson $2372.00 for damage caused to his vehicle by a fallen tree limb while parked on city property.
	5.
	Discussion regarding placement and compensation of Georgia Power easement on City-owned property on Key Street.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Council voted to approve easement amount to Georgia Power in the amount of $1100.00
6.  ADJOURNMENT

1.
Motion to adjourn at 9:30 PM

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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