CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
August 14, 2023 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, August 14, 2023. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Derry Walker
	Chief Code Enforcement
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION- PASTOR MICHAEL BRIDGES- JONESBORO FIRST BAPTIST 


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt August 14, 2023, meeting agenda with amendments.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

- adding discussion of personnel matters to the executive session.
- removal of item #1 under New Business - Discussion regarding hiring of full-time Human Resources Director.
- adding discussion of having two polling locations and county contract to run the November 2023, Election under Old Business.
- removal of item #9 - Discussion regarding amendment to City Code of Ethics to move forward with previously filed ethics violations.   
	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	1.
	Proclamation for Safe Digging Month, August 2023.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-011, for a daycare by Josefina Vega, property owner, and Janet Collins, applicant, for property at 255 South Main Street (Parcel No. 06001C D003) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing.  Ms. Janet Collins, applicant of the property came forward to speak in favor of the request.  Mayor Sartor duly closed the public hearing.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-012, for a daycare by Ann Doss, property owner and applicant, for property at 177 College Street (Parcel No. 13242D C001) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the public hearing. Property owner and applicant Ann Doss came forward to speak in favor of the request.
Mr. Timothy Vondell Jefferson came forward to speak in favor of the request. Mayor Sartor duly closed the public hearing.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Zoning Appeal, 23-ZA-002, for vehicle repair and large commercial equipment rental with screened outdoor storage, by 33 Holdings LLC / TPS III-Tara Boulevard, property owner, and Scott Smith / 33 Holdings LLC, applicant, for properties at 8859 Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 241007, 05239 241006, and 05239 241003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the public hearing.  Property owner Scott Smith came forward to speak in favor of the request.  
Mr. Nick came forward to speak in favor of the request.  Mayor Sartor duly closed the public hearing.


4.
Public Hearing regarding Text Amendment, 23-TA-007, Ord. 2023-008, to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, regarding updates and revisions to Article VI – Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the public hearing. As none were present to speak, the public hearing was closed.


5.
Public Hearing regarding Text Amendment, 23-TA-008 Ord. 2023-009, to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, regarding updates and revisions to Article XVII – Additional Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sarto opened the public hearing. As none were present to speak, the public hearing was closed.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Brittany Jones with URGE came forward to speak about making voting accessible for the citizens of Jonesboro.
Molly Lucus Green came forward to speak about the city paying double the cost for the November 7th Municipal Election.
Arlene Charles came forward and stated that she has lived in the City of Jonesboro for 20+ years and the city has effectively conducted the Municipal Elections in the past.  She requested for those who do not live and pay taxes in the city to allow the residents of Jonesboro to make the decision regarding the election.
Penny Fauscett came forward to speak against tractor trailers. She also had a signed petition opposing tractor trailers on South Avenue.
Larry Jones came forward and stated that he lives in the city.  There is a national move to restrict voting rights and voting access. He stated that any move away from making voting easier is undemocratic.  It goes against our democratic principles. He is also concerned about rule changes under the new mayor’s leadership that were not in place under the previous mayor.  We need to look for fairness and unity.


	IX.
	
FINANCIAL REPORT 


	1.
	Council to consider and approve un-audited Financial Statements for the operating period ended June 30, 2023.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Finance Director Nina Robinson came forward and gave an update on the un-audited Financial Statements for the operating period ended June 30, 2023.
	X.
	
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE


	Mr. Simpson came forward and gave updates on:
-$1500 Façade Grant Program
-Downtown Bannisters needs rehab
-DDA Board 
-Social Media for events
-New business update


	XI.	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the July 10, 2023 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the August 7, 2023 Work Session.
RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	XII.
	
CONSENT AGENDA

	1.
	Council to consider approval of Historic Preservation Commission Board Appointment for Laura Dupuis.


Council approved Laura Dupis to the Historic Preservation Commission.
	2.
	Council to consider approval of Caribbean Nights Festival Road Closure and Fee Waiver for October 7th and 8th.  


Council approve road closure for Caribbean Nights Festival and Fee Waiver for October 7th and 8th.
	3.
	Council to consider approval of appointment of Melissa Brooks as Election Superintendent for the November 7, 2023, Municipal Election.


Council appointed Melissa Brooks as Election Superintendent.
	4.
	Council to consider approval of appointment of Melissa Brooks as Absentee ballot Clerk and Pat Daniel as Alternate Absentee Ballot Clerk for the November 7, 2023 Election.


Council approved Melissa Brooks as Absentee Ballot Clerk and Pat Daniel as the alternate Absentee Ballot Clerk.
	5.
	Council to consider approval of City of Jonesboro Police Department Pay Increase - 16% for sworn officers only, per FY’ 23 budget transfer and FY ’24 budget preparation.


Council approve a 16% pay increase to all sworn officers.
	6.
	Hiring of City Attorney Fincher Denmark to move forward with City Charter revisions, not to exceed $10,000.


Council approved hiring Fincher & Denmark for Charter revisions not to exceed $10,000.
	XIII.
	
OLD BUSINESS


1.  Discussion regarding polling sites and the County conducting the election.

Councilman D. Dixon stated that currently the City of Jonesboro’s polling site is located at 1859 City Center Way.  Prior to this location the polling place was located at 178 Lee Street, which is across the street. Prior to that it was located at 170 South Main Street - (Jonesboro Police Department), prior to that it was located at 124 North Main Street (Old City Hall).
In 2021, the polling site was moved from Jonesboro Police Department to Lee Street Elementary.
From 2021 - 2023, Clayton County and the City of Jonesboro shared a precinct - that was the only time that there was a shared precinct.
Councilman D. Dixon went over Section 3.1 (g) of the agreement with the county.  He continued to explain that the City of Jonesboro can conduct its own election.  The city center was designed for the purpose of conducting the City’s elections. 
 Mayor Sartor state that for $11,000 the citizens will be able to vote here in the City Center.  She explained that the goal is to expand the options for citizens to vote. If the city runs its election it will cost $24,000.  In 2016, the county conducted the city's election.
Mayor Sartor explained that if the county runs the election - voters will come to the City Center and cast their vote for both county and city.
	2.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-010, for a townhome development, by Roderick Greer Turner III, Teresa T. Panitz, and Lisa C. Turner, property owners, and Templar Development, applicant, for property at 217 South Main Street (Parcel No. 05241D A001), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [3 TO 3]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Powell

NAYS:
Messick, Lester, Wise

Interim City Manager David Allen came forward and gave an overview of the request.  He also gave the minimum requirements should the Mayor and Council approve the conditional use permit.
Councilman A. Dixon motioned to approve the request, seconded by Councilman D. Dixon.
Council members: Bobby Lester, Ed Wise and Mayor Pro Tem Messick opposed.
Mayor Sartor cast the tie breaking vote in favor of the request. 
	3.
	Council to consider Variance application, 23-VAR-002, for various development standards for a townhome development, by Roderick Greer Turner III, Teresa T. Panitz, and Lisa C. Turner, property owners, and Templar Development, applicant, for property at 217 South Main Street (Parcel No. 05241D A001), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [3 TO 3]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Powell

NAYS:
Messick, Lester, Wise

Interim City Manager David Allen came forward and gave an overview of the request.  He also gave the minimum requirements should the Mayor and Council approve the conditional use permit.
Councilman A. Dixon motioned to approve the request, seconded by Councilman D. Dixon.
Council members: Bobby Lester, Ed Wise and Mayor Pro Tem Messick opposed.
Mayor Sartor cast the tie breaking vote in favor of the request. 
	4.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-012, for a daycare by Ann Doss, property owner and applicant, for property at 177 College Street (Parcel No. 13242D C001) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager David Allen came forward and gave an overview of the request.  He also gave the minimum requirements should the Mayor and Council approve the conditional use permit.
	5.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-011, for a daycare by Josefina Vega, property owner, and Janet Collins, applicant, for property at 255 South Main Street (Parcel No. 06001C D003) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
DENIED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager David Allen came forward and gave an overview of the request.  He also gave the minimum requirements should the Mayor and Council approve the conditional use permit.
He stated that staff is recommending denial of the conditional use application. 
	6.
	Council to consider Zoning Appeal, 23-ZA-002, for vehicle repair and large commercial equipment rental with screened outdoor storage, by 33 Holdings LLC / TPS III-Tara Boulevard, property owner, and Scott Smith / 33 Holdings LLC, applicant, for properties at 8859 Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 241007, 05239 241006, and 05239 241003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager David Allen came forward and gave an overview of the request.  He also gave the minimum requirements should the Mayor and Council approve the conditional use permit.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick inquired about the 13' tall excavator and the requirements to move the excavator and there's no fencing.  We have already approved two variances for this business - this is the third variance request for this business.
	7.
	Discussion regarding compensation for poll workers for November 2023 Election.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

City Council approved the following compensation for poll workers:
Chief Manager
- $17.00 per hour
Assistant Managers - $17.00 per hour
Clerks - $15.00 per hour

	8.
	Discussion regarding budget amendment for the purpose of transferring funds to pay for the November 7, 2023 Municipal Election.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

City Council authorized the Finance Director to make necessary budget adjustments up to $27,000 for the upcoming November 7th election.
A conversation took place regarding available funds from the newsletter.
A conversation took place regarding council's travel funds.
	9.
	Discussion regarding fee waiver for rental of Lee Street Park by Councilman Alfred Dixon for November 2023.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [5 TO 1]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Wise

NAYS:
Powell

Councilman A. Dixon gave an overview of the event to be held at Lee Street Park on November 4, 2023.  He stated that the event has nothing to do with the election that will be held on November 7th.
He stated that the event is to celebrate 50 years of hip hop and the event will be held on Saturday, November 4th from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
He gave details about the event.
Mayor Sartor inquired about the sale of alcohol and suggested that proceeds from vendors be reverted to the city?
Mayor Sartor stated that when fees are waived, all revenue generated from vendors participation should go to the city’s general fund.
Councilman A. Dixon is open to stipulations set forth by the council.
All fees will be waived except the alcohol permit and the certificate of liability insurance.
	10.
	Discussion regarding amendment to City Code of Ethics to move forward with previously filed ethics violations.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
This item was removed from the agenda.
	11.
	Discussion regarding the appointment of an Ethics Committee as outlined in City Charter to oversee future complaints.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
The City Attorney added clarity regarding the process of appointing members to the Ethics Committee.
He stated that the mayor would appoint a member and the council would appoint a member (must be a Jonesboro resident).  The two members will appoint a third member, which will be an attorney.  The attorney must have business within the City of Jonesboro or reside in the city. That member would come back before the council for a majority approval.
Names will be submitted to Interim City Manager in an effort of establishing the Ethics Committee by September.
City Council took a 5 minute break at 8:05 p.m.
	12.
	Discussion regarding amendments to Policy and Procedures for calling any formal meeting to reflect procedures as suggested by the Georgia Municipal Association.


The Regular Session reconvened at 8:10 p.m.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick requested that the City of Jonesboro follow Georgia Municipal Association guidelines for calling Special Called meetings.
The City Attorney stated that a quorum should be present to make an official ruling.
The charter defines when regularly scheduled meetings of the City Council are held.
Townhalls are a listening session for the community to voice their opinions.  Actions cannot be taken.
He stated that this could be a policy change or it can be discussed at the upcoming Charter amendment meeting.
	13.
	Discussion regarding amendments to Rules of Procedures for Elected Officials.


It was the consensus of the mayor and council to discuss "Amendment for Rules of Procedures for Elected Officials at the upcoming retreat on September 21, 2023.  Mayor Sartor requested to add discussion of a travel policy to the agenda.
	14.
	Discussion regarding implementation of new Anti-Bullying / Anti-Harassment Policy for Elected Officials, Staff, and all City Employees to both Rules of Procedure and Personnel Policy and Procedures.  


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
This item will be discussed at the upcoming retreat on September 21, 2023.
	15.
	Discussion regarding creation of a Creative Placemaking Advisory Board.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Councilman A. Dixon gave an overview of the proposed Creative Placemaking Advisory Board.
He stated that Creative Placemaking is a collaborative approach that leverages the power of arts, culture, and creativity to develop and revitalize public spaces, foster community engagement, and drive economic development. He requested to make the Advisory Board a part of the Beautification Committee. This will a sub-committee to the Beautification Committee.  It was determined that the Advisory Board would make recommendations to the Beautification Committee.
	16.
	Council to consider Text Amendment, 23-TA-007, Ord. 2023-008, to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, regarding updates and revisions to Article VI – Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Mayor Pro Tem Messick inquired if the text amendment would lift the moratorium. 
Interim City Manager David Allen responded. Yes. Businesses can reapply.
	17.
	Council to consider Text Amendment, 23-TA-008 Ord. 2023-009, to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, regarding updates and revisions to Article XVII – Additional Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	18.
	Continued discussion on how future fee waivers for events within the City are handled.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
Interim City Manager David Allen came forward to give an overview of the agenda item.  He stated that there was consensus on establishing a checklist for all required items regarding fee waivers, such as security, insurance, etc.  Any cost incurred by the City should not be waived and should be paid up front.
Mayor would like to have criteria for eligibility for fee waiver check list. 
	XIV.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Discussion regarding possible hiring of full-time Human Resources Director.


RESULT:
WITHDRAWN
	XV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Mayor Sartor stated that she will be attending the downtown development conference in Canton, GA
Yoga in the Park - 62 participants.
First resident moving into Hearth Side end of August.
Hispanic Heritage Festival - Oct. 8th. 
Back to School Event - $11,000 was raised (300 back packs were given out) - Thanks to all for assisting.
Food Drives on August 31st.


	XVI.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Councilman A. Dixon City Council and staff for their support.  Councilman Dixon introduced Clayton State Interns: Ms. Lizet Avita and Ms. Wanda Robinson.


	XVII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Motion to enter Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the conveyance of real estate and personnel at 8:42 P.M.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

2.
Motion to reconvene Regualr Session at 9:15 P.M.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

3.
Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session

	No Official Action Taken.


	XVIII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn 9:16 P.M.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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