CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
October 9, 2023 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, October 9, 2023. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	III.
	
Call to Order


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	


	IV.
	
INVOCATION - DR. WENDELL WEBB


	V.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	VI.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt October 9, 2023, Regular Meeting agenda.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	VII.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	1.
	Proclamation for National Breast Cancer Awareness Month - October 2023.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
	2.
	Proclamation for National Chiropractic Health Month - October 2023.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
	3.
	Jonesboro Police Department Bike Patrol


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
	VIII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Final Public Hearing regarding millage rate adoption for upcoming year and notice of property tax increase (due to the increase in assessed property values per the approved Clayton County tax digest.)

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding millage rate adoption for upcoming year and notice of property tax increase due to the increase in assessed property values per Clayton County tax digest. 
There were none to speak for/against the request.  Mayor Sartor duly closed the Public Hearing.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Zoning Appeal, 23-ZA-004, for vehicle repair services in the Gateway South Overlay District, by Lance Van Dyke / By the Book Auto Brokers Inc., property owner, and Alexis B. Lopez Rodriguez, applicant, for property at 251 South Main Street (Parcel No. 06001C D001), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding zoning appeal, 23-ZA-004, for vehicle repair services in the Gateway South Overlay District.  
Mr. Lopez came forward to indicate his support for the request. There were none to speak against the request.  Mayor Sartor duly closed the Public Hearing.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit, 23-CU-015, for a recording / editing studio, by New & Associates, property owner, and Michael Smith, Jr., applicant, for property at 112 Stockbridge Road (Parcel No. 13241B D002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit, 23-CU-015, for a recording/editing studio, by New & Associates, property located at 112 Stockbridge Road. 
Applicant Michael Smith, Jr. came forward to speak in favor of the request.  Mayor Sartor duly closed the Public Hearing.


	IX.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	Lizette came forward and commended the city on the Hispanic Festival.  She stated that the festival was fantastic.  She also gave an update on the status of the Jonesboro Youth Government.
Imah Udoh came forward to request another opportunity before 12 months to present her rezoning request to the Governing Body.  She requested that if a zoning request is denied - property owners should not have to wait 12 months before reapplying.  
Wanda Robins came forward to speak about her amazing experience with the Internship Program.
Penny Faucett came forward to thank Chief Henderson and Sgt. Bridges for resolving the problem with the tractor trailers.
Dr. Garcia came forward to thank the City of Jonesboro for the kindness shown to him since opening his business in 2015.  He also thanked the city for the wonderful Hispanic Festival held on October 8th.
Mr. Frank S. came forward to bring acknowledgement to the repairs needed at Lee Street Park.  The playground equipment needs repairs, the grounds are not kept, and the bathrooms are ran down.
Ronnie Wells came forward in support of the proposed JET program.  He spoke about the importance of teaching youth financial literacy.


	X.
	
FINANCIAL REPORT


	Finance Director Nina Robinson came forward to present the unaudited Financial Statements for the operating period ended August 31, 2023.
The Governing Body did not have any questions regarding the report.


	1.
	Council to consider and approve unaudited Financial Statements for the operating period ended August 31,2023.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Finance Director Nina Robinson came forward and gave a detailed report of the unaudited Financial Statements for the operating period ended August 31, 2023.
	XI.	
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE


	Economic Development Director Andrew Simpson came forward and gave updates on the following:
Façade Grant is still available to participants within the City Limits of Jonesboro.  
DDA Board
Georgia Economic Conference in Savannah
Clayton County Redevelopment Bus Tour
Department of Community Affairs Conference
Newsletter
Halloween on North Main
Hispanic Heritage Festival 
Ribbon Cuttings on October 27th


	XII.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the September 6, 2023 Special Called Meeting.
Mayor Sartor stated that the Record should reflect that she was not allowed to attend the September 6, 2023, Executive Session.
RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the September 11, 2023 Regular Meeting.
Mayor Sartor stated that the Record should reflect that she was not allowed to attend the September 11, 2023, Executive Session
RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

3.  Consideration of the Minutes of the October 2, 2023 Public Hearing.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	XIII.
	
CONSENT AGENDA

	1.
	Council to consider approval of new lease agreement for 4 new Police Dept. vehicles for FY’24.


Approved to move forward with Police Vehicle Lease agreement with Enterprise.
	2.
	Council to consider approval of proposal from Empower through GAMSG Representative Kevin Webb regarding implementing a 457B retirement plan to supplement the current non-contributory pension plan.


Approved to move forward with 457b Retirement plan.
	XIV.
	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider Zoning Appeal, 23-ZA-004, for vehicle repair services in the Gateway South Overlay District, by Lance Van Dyke / By the Book Auto Brokers Inc., property owner, and Alexis B. Lopez Rodriguez, applicant, for property at 251 South Main Street (Parcel No. 06001C D001), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
DENIED [5 TO 1]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

NAYS:
A. Dixon

Interim City Manager David Allen came forward to present the request for vehicle repair services in the Gateway South Overlay District.  He stated that the applicant have not submitted any changes since the meeting on October 2, 2023.  Mr. Allen reiterated that the goal of the Gateway South overlay District is to limit this type of use in the future.  
FIRST MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMAN A. DIXON DIED FOR LACK OF A SECOND.
	2.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit, 23-CU-015, for a recording / editing studio, by New & Associates, property owner, and Michael Smith, Jr., applicant, for property at 112 Stockbridge Road (Parcel No. 13241B D002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [2 TO 4]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon

NAYS:
D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager David Allen came forward to present the request.  He stated that if the Mayor and Council should approve the application, the following minimum approval conditions should apply:
-No business activity shall occur between the hours of 2 am and 8 am daily.
-Only paved areas shall be used for parking.
-No hosting of events or parties is approved for the property.
-Business activity shall occur indoors only.
-No portion of the building shall be used for living space.
-No unaccompanied minors.
MOTION DID NOT CARRY.
	3.
	Council to consider ADP proposal for human resources and payroll services for FY’24.


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 11/13/2023 6:00 PM
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager David Allen came forward to present the agenda request for consideration of ADP the assist with human resources and payroll.
He explained that the City of Jonesboro does not have a full-time HR director.  He stated that there’s a few options:  Outsource through ADP to perform the service, increasing annual fee from $16,700 to $45,275.11 or keeping the service in house or hire a HR person ranging from $70K to $80K.
It was the consensus of the Council to table for additional information.
	4.
	Council to consider direction for the Jet (Jonesboro Evolves Together) Savings Account Program.


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Alfred A. Dixon
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Councilman A. Dixon stated that he was excited to the city the J.E.T. Program (Jonesboro Evolves Together).  Councilman A. Dixon went over the goal of the J.E.T. Program is to build aspirations and help families start saving earlier and to save more, by removing barriers to opening an account and we will provide incentives to spur contributions.  He went over the ask - is $25,000 to open 250 deposit-only college savings accounts with $100 in each.
It was the consensus of the council to table the item for additional information.
	XV.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider adoption of millage rate of 8.0 for FY 2023. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager David Allen came forward and stated that the tax rate, or millage, in each county is set annually by the governing authority of the taxing jurisdiction, and by the Board of Education.  A tax rate of one mill represents a tax liability of one dollar per $1,000 of assessed value.  The county digest reflects an increase in property values.  Staff recommends adopting a millage rate of 8.0 mills for tax bill of 2023.
Councilman Wise recommended a millage rate of 7.5 for FY 2023 instead of 8.0.  The vote was unanimous for 7.5.
	2.
	Discussion regarding administrative investigation of Mayor Donya Sartor by Investigator Tracy Lawson.


Attorney Winston Denmark stated that he was asked to look at the investigation to ensure that it’s consistent with the City’s Charter and ordinances.  As City Attorney, it is not my role to get involved with an investigation.  It’s an independent investigation.  The Council has voted to pay an investigator to investigate the actions of Mayor Donya Sartor.  My role is to look at the investigation in a technical way without going into the merits of the investigation, but rather look at the conformity of the investigation with the City’s Charter and Ordinances.  The City Ordinance indicated that if an investigation uncovers criminal allegations the investigator should cease the investigation and contact the appropriate law enforcement agency to receive directions on how to proceed.
Attorney Denmark stated that he contacted the investigator to see whether the investigation uncovers criminal allegation and whether the appropriate law enforcement agency was contacted for directions.  The investigator responded “yes” criminal allegations were uncovered and “yes” I have contacted law enforcement. 
Attorney Denmark requested the investigator to forward to him “in writing” directions received from the law enforcement agency.  He stated that he is yet to receive the request from the investigator. 
3.  MAYOR'S PERSONAL POINT OF PRIVILEGE

Mayor Sartor stated that last week upon coming out of Executive Session, she stated that she made a statement for the record that she would like to make a correction at this time.
She stated that once the investigator's report is provided to the council - the report can be made public immediately.  Base on the Georgia's Open Records Act, there is a 10-day hold period.
I want to go on record making a correction that when the investigator's report is delivered to City Council, there is a 10-day hold period before releasing the report to the public.
Mayor Sartor read a statement regarding how we function as a City Government.
	XVI.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Councilman D. Dixon
No report
Mayor Pro Tem Messick 
In reflection of what's happening in Israel, she stated that it’s a privilege and an honor to live in the US and to be able to do what we do. She read Psalms 91.
Councilman Powell

No report
Councilman Wise
Request that as we enter cooler temperatures, please remember to check your smoke detectors. 
Councilman Lester 
Agreed with Councilman Wise and requested that citizens be vigilant regarding starting their fireplaces and heaters. 
Councilman A. Dixon
Gave thanks to the Jonesboro community for submitting their applications for the Jonesboro Youth Government.
Interim City Manager Allen
Finished Courts budget. 

Looking at insurance numbers.

Moving forward with RFP’s on privatizing sanitation.
Mayor Sartor
Gave a huge thank you for making the inaugural Hispanic Heritage Festival a great success. Thanks to Public Works and Police Department.  Special Shout Out to Shelby Bentley and Andrew Simpson.
Please come out to support Halloween on North Main, Shiloh Baptist Church will be serving Thanksgiving meals in the community room on Thanksgiving Day, and newsletter will go out December 1st.


	XVII.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	XVIII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters and the conveyance of real estate.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Mayor and City Council enter Executive Session at 7:42 PM.
2.
Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Motion to reconvene the Regular Session at 8:00 PM.
No Official Action was taken during Executive Session.
	XIX.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 8:00 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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