CITY OF JONESBORO

Work Session

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
November 6, 2023 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Work Session on Monday, November 6, 2023. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Donya L. Sartor


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - Melissa Brooks, City Clerk


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - Pastor Andy Cauble, First Baptist Church Jonesboro


	IV.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to withdraw Item #5 regarding update of the administrative investigation.

RESULT:
WITHDRAWN [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

At this time Mayor Sartor inquired about the adoption of the November 6, 2023, Workshop agenda.  
Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that she would like to remove item #5 from the agenda.
Mayor Sartor stated that she will make a statement for item #5, but there would be no discussion regarding the item.  We will keep it on the agenda, but I will make a statement to update the public.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick motioned to remove item #5, seconded by Councilman D. Dixon, said motion carried unanimously.
MAYOR’S POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE:  Mayor Sartor stated that the item on the agenda was regarding an update of the administrative investigation by Investigator Tracey Lawson. We had a court hearing today pursuant to the Judge’s ruling.  Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that this cannot be discussed.  Mayor Sartor stated, “you cannot interrupt me either, it will not be discussed”. Mayor Sartor said let me finish my statement ma’am.
At this time Attorney Joseph stood to take the podium.  Mayor Sartor said Ms. Joseph you can sit down - you’re not jumping up for nothing - you’re not legal counsel.  We’re not in court, so jumping up bombarding here - it doesn't happen like that - are we clear?
Mayor Sartor continued by saying pursuant to what happened in court today, we’re not able to make any additional comments on the administrative investigation. That’s why it was removed from the agenda.  I want to let everyone know that going forward there should be no further discussion regarding the investigation.  I wanted to make that clear for the public.
Mayor stated that we can move forward with the agenda, but Tracey you will remain in order.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that I apologize for being out of order. 
Mayor Sartor responded - Thank you. Let’s move on with he agenda.
	V.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT


	PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Penny Faucett came forward to thank the Police Department for their help with the tractor trailers. She stated that the fire hydrant on her street has been knocked down several times.


	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	1.
	Presentation of Jonesboro Agricultural Plan by the Food Well Alliance.


Kristin Allin, ARC Project Manager and Sara Brown with Food Well Alliance came forward and gave a complete presentation regarding the Jonesboro Agricultural Plan.
Sara Brown said that the goal is to receive council's approval at the next meeting.
	VII.
	
WORK SESSION


	1.
	Discussion regarding Variance application 23-VAR-004 concerning exceeding certain sign standards for a new business at 8101 Tara Blvd, Jonesboro, Ga. 30236.


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing.  Interim City Manager Allen came forward and gave input regarding the sign request.  As none was present to speak for or against the request, the Public Hearing was closed.
	2.
	Discussion regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-016, for an event center by Mageedah and Marcus Wood, property owners and applicants, for property at 188 North Avenue (Parcel No. 13239B B005) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing.  Interim City Manager Allen came forward and gave input regarding the request at 188 North Avenue for an event center.  As none was present to speak for or against the request, the Public Hearing was closed.
	3.
	Discussion regarding preliminary plat application 23-SUB-003 for Foxtrail subdivision at 217 South Main Street.


At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing.  Interim City Manager Allen came forward and gave input regarding the request regarding a preliminary plat application 23-SUB-003 for Foxtrail subdivision at 217 South Main St.  He stated that the next step for the development is preliminary plat approval. As none was present to speak for or against the request, the Public Hearing was closed.
Interim City Manager said that there will be a sound barrier for train noise.
	4.
	Council to consider reduction in waiting period for re-application of Zoning Appeal 23-ZA-003 and Variance 23-VAR-003 for townhomes 0 West Mill Street, Parcel No. 13241C A008, per Sec. 86-121 and 86-373.


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
Interim City Manager Allen came forward and stated that the applicant is requesting a reduction in the waiting period for applying for a rezoning of 23-ZA-003 and Variance 23-VAR-003 for townhomes at 0 West Mill St.  She came before the council in September 2023, she was denied.  Her request is for the council to allow her to reapply without waiting 12 months.  Perhaps the council can consider 6 months waiting period.  The applicant is willing to bring back a redesign of the development.
	5.
	Discussion regarding text amendment 23-TA-009 Ord. 2023-010 to form the Creative Placemaking Advisory Board within the Beautification Commission, Sec. 2-294, Division 1, Article VIII.


Interim City Manager Allen came forward and stated that in August, the council decided to create a Creative Placemaking Advisory Board.  Creative Placemaking advisory Board would be a subgroup within the Beautification Commission, composed of already serving members of the Beautification Commission.
	6.
	Discussion regarding update of the administrative investigation of independent investigator Tracy Lawson.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
ITEM WITHDRAWN FROM THE AGENDA 
	7.
	Discussion regarding FY’ 2024 Employee Holiday Calendar and subsequent 2024 Council Meeting Calendar. 


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Interim City Manager Allen presented a proposed Holiday Calendar for the City Council’s consideration.  He requested the council to consider the holidays that falls on a work session.  He stated normally the situation is rectified by combining the two council meetings.
Mayor Sartor requested proposing July 5, 2024, as a Holiday for employees. 
Councilman A. Dixon inquired about the City's part-time employees and allowing them to receive pay as well.
	8.
	Discussion regarding timetable of City of Jonesboro annual Christmas event.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Interim City Manager Allen went over the proposed list of Christmas events.
Lighting of the Tree
Thursday, November 30, 2023
Merry Mistletoe Market
Saturday, December 2, 2023
Mayor Pro Tem Messick inquired about separating the Lighting of the Tree and the Merry Mistletoe Market?
Mayor stated that when the planning team planned the event, they considered that there could be a disconnect between the marketplace and JCC.
Mayor Sartor said that the planning team has an explosive surprise that will draw people out.
	9.
	Discussion regarding possible future implementation of City of Jonesboro Recycling Program.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Interim City Manager came forward to give input regarding the possibility for the city to implement a recycling program.  He stated that if the City remains with in-house sanitation, a detailed cost study is recommended for the issue to be explored further.
Councilman A. Dixon would like for the city to explore the option.
Mayor Sartor stated that Councilman A. Dixon is free to explore the option and bring back to the council.
	10.
	Discussion regarding status of Jonesboro Beautification Commission for 2023 and 2024.


Interim City Manager Allen stated that the Beautification Commission coordinated by Derry walker and chaired by Cameron Dixon, has not met since Mr. Walker’s departure in August 2023.
Interim City Manager stated that the goal is to fully get the Beautification Commission operational in 2024.
Mayor Pro Tem asked if Public Works Director was part of the Beautification Commission.  Public Works Director John Burdin responded “no” I am not a part of the Beautification Commission.

	11.
	Discussion regarding the presented Jonesboro Agricultural Plan and addressing the food desert on the east side of Jonesboro.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Interim City Manager Allen came forward and gave input regarding the food desert in East Jonesboro.
Mayor Sartor requested that Councilman A. Dixon bring suggestions to the council.
Keion Davis came forward and stated that he owns and operates a company called Smoothie Roots - a health and wellness company out of McDonough, GA. His company creates initiatives to educate people on what to cook and how to cook. They teach people how to eat healthy on a budget. 
During the summer, we have a mobile food truck to service all students who receive free and reduced lunch.
	12.
	Discussion regarding Clayton County Water Authority water pump and drainage at Spring Street and Fayetteville Road.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Interim City Manager came forward to give input regarding the Clayton County Water Authority water pump and drainage at Spring Street and Fayetteville Rd.
He is not sure what the City can do regarding the situation.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick requested that Interim City Manager request Clayton County Water Authority to come out and give an update regarding the situation.
	13.
	Discussion regarding Jonesboro’s Emergency Preparedness Plan.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Interim City Manager Allen came forward and stated that to his knowledge, the city does not have a current emergency or disaster preparedness plan.
Chief Henderson stated that at the Mayor’s request his department has started to draft an emergency plan. The plan is a work in progress.
	VIII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


A.  Executive Session - Regarding litigation and employee matters

1.
Motion to enter Executive Session at 7:14 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

B.  Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session

1.
Motion to reconvene the workshop session at 7:37 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

NO OFFICIAL ACTIONS TAKEN.
	IX.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion adjourn at 7:37 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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