CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
November 13, 2023 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, November 13, 2023. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF JONESBORO


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the November 13, 2023, Regular Session Agenda as presented.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	1.
	Presentation of awards for Teachers of the Year in local schools.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Lee Street Elementary School
Rachel Freston was acknowledged for teacher of the year.
Arnold Elementary School
Teacher of the year: Mrs Lashay Brown
Suder Elementary School
Teacher of the Year - Mrs. Ashland Adams
Jonesboro Middle School
Teacher of the Year: Dr. Shawonda Smith
Jonesboro High School
Teacher of the Year: Dr. Martina Morris-Orr
	2.
	Presentation of awards for Parapros of the Year in local schools.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Lee Street Elementary School
Para of the Year - Jamila Jenkins
Arnold Elementary School
Para of the Year -  N/A
Suder Elementary School
Paraprofessional of the year - Jackie Kimbrough
Jonesboro Middle School
Para Pro of the Year - Estellena Scott
	3.
	Proclamation for National Kidpreneur Day in Jonesboro.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
A Proclamation was presented in recognition of "kidpreneur".
	4.
	Certificate of Appreciation for City Election Poll Workers


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Certificate of Appreciation was presented to Poll Workers for the November 7, 2023, Election.
	5.
	Next Level Small Business Training Presentation by Valencia Williamson.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Valencia Williams with the Clayton County Chamber of Commerce came forward to speak about development, training and retention of local small businesses.
	6.
	Presentation of Tara Boulevard LCI Study.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Ms. Lilian Al Haddad came forward to give an update on the Tara Blvd. LCI study.  She stated that this is an ongoing study facilitated by the consultants Pond and Hummingbird to address economic and design issues such as connectivity, safety, quality businesses, walkability, and placemaking on Tara Blvd. between Riverdale and Lovejoy.  It involves three main nodes of focus - Tara Gateway node near Southern Regional Hospital and Riverdale, the Jonesboro node, and the Lovejoy node.
She gave next steps in the study:
Place making strategy for the corridor
Catalytic Sites profiling
Finalize Visioning
Public Design Workshops - January 2024
PAG Meeting - February 2024
Open House - March 2024 
	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding Variance application 23-VAR-004 concerning exceeding certain sign standards for a new business at 8101 Tara Blvd, Jonesboro, Ga. 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak for or against the request, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-016, for an event center by Mageedah and Marcus Wood, property owners and applicants, for property at 188 North Avenue (Parcel No. 13239B B005) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak for or against the request, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


3.
Public Hearing regarding text amendment 23-TA-009 Ord. 2023-010 to form the Creative Placemaking Advisory Board within the Beautification Commission, Sec. 2-294, Division 1, Article VIII.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing. As none were present to speak for or against the request, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	Wanda Robins - spoke in favor of the internship program.
Bobby Wiggins - spoke about the disappointment in the appearance of the flags.
Penny Faucset - complaint regarding the tractor trailers on South Ave.
Ronnie Wells - spoke in favor of Jonesboro Youth Government.
Lizette - spoke in favor of Internship.
Cameron Dixon - Thanked the council for their work and support of the Community Fall Festival.


	IX.
	
FINANCIAL REPORT


	1.
	Council to consider and approve unaudited Financial Statements for the operating period ended September 30, 2023.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

At this time, Finance Director Nina Robinson came forward to present the unaudited Financial Statements for the operating period ended September 30, 2023.
Lastly, Finance Director stated that the city spent $3 million dollars of the fund balance to build the JCC.  Please keep in mind we should be focused on replenishing the fund balance.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick had a question regarding SPLOST 2015 being over budget - Finance Director responded that the SPLOST 2015 - the amended budget is $100,000, but we have the funds in reserves to cover the $167,000/ which is part of the LMIG.
	2.
	Council to consider proposed FY 2023 Budget Amendment for November 2023.
. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [5 TO 1]
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Wise

NAYS:
Powell

Finance Director Nina Robinson came forward with a prepared schedule showing the required budget amendments for the general fund. She stated that the amendment increases revenue by $433,000 and expenses by $433,000. The general fund budget remains balanced at $7,192,129 after the recommended adjustments.
A discussion took place regarding a budget amendment to provide for payment of legal fees.
City Attorney Denmark stated that that would be the will of the Governing Body not to pay the legal fees, but the attorneys will need to be paid for them to continue performing the work.
Mayor Sartor stated that legal fees have already incurred and will have to be paid.
Mayor Sartor stated that currently we’re at about $100,000 in legal fees. With upcoming motions, we will be at about $200,000 in legal fees.  Be mindful that if this adjustment is not made - the city still owes the attorneys for the work that they have done.  
Mayor Sartor stated that a decision can be made that going forward we can agree “No more legal fees” and halt all of the attorneys.
Finance Director Robinson added that if the invoices are not paid. They will show up as a liability in the city’s books and show up as a finding with the auditors.
Councilman D. Dixon asked if the Judge had authorized any of the attorneys to be paid.
Attorney Denmark stated that it’s not up to the Judge to authorize payment.
Mayor Sartor stated that we can cap the payment and say “as of today” the attorneys can’t bill anymore.
Councilman Powell stated that we have a bill from Attorney Jackson.  The city did not hire Attorney Jackson - why should the city have to pay for her services.
The City Attorney stated that both sides obtained legal counsel in the ongoing litigation. The obligation to pay exists equally on both sides. The City Attorney stated that invoices that have been submitted for work that has been performed deserve to be paid. It is a legal and moral obligation to pay the invoices. 
The City Attorney explained that to pay the attorney that’s representing Mayor Sartor is a legitimate expense.
Finance Director Robinson stated that she appropriated $200,000 in the budget for legal fees, and currently, we’re at $150,000, so if we cap it at this point, we’re covered.
Councilman Wise suggested moving forward with paying all legal fees that have been incurred, but don’t cap the payment.
Mayor Sartor stated that we can request an updated bill from the attorneys - submit payment and cease any further services.
Councilman Powell stated to Mayor Sartor that you hired an attorney, and you were not charged with a crime.  Why did you hire an attorney? 
Mayor Sartor responded because the City Council was acting inappropriately, and I have the right as an elected official to file a grievance through Superior Court.
Attorney Denmark cautioned everyone that we’re under court order not to discuss the case.  We can talk about the City’s obligations from a budgetary perspective. We cannot talk about the merits of the lawsuit.
	X.
	
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE


	 In the absence of Andrew Simpson, Interim City Manager Allen came forward and gave Economic Development Updates.


	XI.	
MINUTES


1.
Motion to table approval of the Minutes.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	XII.
	
CONSENT AGENDA


NONE.
	XIII.
	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider Variance application 23-VAR-004 concerning exceeding certain sign standards for a new business at 8101 Tara Blvd, Jonesboro, Ga. 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager recommended approval of the wall sign variances.  
	2.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit application, 23-CU-016, for an event center by Mageedah and Marcus Wood, property owners and applicants, for property at 188 North Avenue (Parcel No. 13239B B005) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager Allen recommended approval with conditions.
	3.
	Council to consider text amendment 23-TA-009 Ord. 2023-010 to form the Creative Placemaking Advisory Board within the Beautification Commission, Sec. 2-294, Division 1, Article VIII.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager Allen stated that text amendments was advertised for the November Council meeting, and some minor revisions were made based on comments from the October Regular Council meeting.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick inquired about the vacancy in the Code Enforcement Department - will the vacancy be filled?
Interim City Manager stated that there is a budget proposal for code enforcement to fall under community development with a shared directorship.
Interim City Manager Allen said if the proposal is not approved - he will oversee until a director is hired.
	4.
	Council to consider preliminary plat application 23-SUB-003 for Foxtrail subdivision at 217 South Main Street.


RESULT:
APPROVED [5 TO 1]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

NAYS:
Messick

City Manager and Mayor Sartor stated that the development has already been approved.  Tonight is the approval of the preliminary plat.
	5.
	Council to consider Adoption Resolution, RES 2023-008, for newly created Jonesboro Agricultural Plan.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	6.
	Council to consider reduction in waiting period for re-application of Zoning Appeal 23-ZA-003 and Variance 23-VAR-003 for townhomes 0 West Mill Street, Parcel No. 13241C A008, per Sec. 86-121 and 86-373.


RESULT:
DEFEATED [2 TO 4]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, Powell

NAYS:
Messick, D. Dixon, Lester, Wise

Property owner Ms. Udo came forward to speak in favor of consideration of reducing the waiting period for re-applications for rezonings.
She stated that she presented in September 2023, at a joint meeting (Workshop and Regular Meeting) I wasn’t given an opportunity to address the council’s concerns regarding her request.
My request is to be allowed to reopen my application to represent. My second ask is to remove the waiting period policy.
Councilman Wise asked is the 1 year waiting period common.
Interim City Manager responded. Yes.
Councilman A. Dixon motioned to approve a 6-month waiting period and come back with a revised plan, seconded by Councilman Powell.
Discussion:
Regarding not setting precedent. 
Councilmembers: D. Dixon, Wise, Lester, and Mayor Pro Tem Messick opposed reducing the waiting period. Motion did not carry.
	7.
	Update regarding FY’ 2024 Employee Holiday Calendar and subsequent 2024 Council Meeting Calendar. 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

The city council approved the FY 24 Calendar as presented with the FY 24 Holiday Calendar adding:
Friday, July 5, 2024, as a Holiday
Another Floating Holiday (Total of 2 Floating Holidays)
Part time Employees
Councilman Wise motioned to include part time employees to paid Holiday pay, seconded by A. Dixon.
After discussion, Councilman Wise withdrew his motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Messick.
Holiday pay for part-time employees was tabled for more investigation.
Interim City Manager Allen presented two scenarios to the city council for upcoming council meetings that fall on the holiday.  
Mayor Pro Tem Messick motioned to leave the meeting schedule as is by combining the Workshop Session and the Regular Session, seconded by Councilman D. Dixon.
Interim City Manager will continue to get agenda packets to the council in a timely manner.
	8.
	Council to consider ADP proposal for human resources and payroll services for FY’24.


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager Allen came forward to give an over of the agenda item.
Finance Director Robinson stated that the proposal from ADP is not just an on-line service.  The City would have a dedicated HR professional to assist the city.
	9.
	Update regarding Clayton County Water Authority water pump and drainage at Spring Street and Fayetteville Road.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
Interim City Manager Allen came forward to give an update regarding the CCWA Water Pump and Drainage Issue at Spring Street and Fayetteville Rd.
	XIV.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider appointment of two new DDA Board Members.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager stated that two members of the DDA Board recently stepped down.
Dawn Murray and Alan Roarke.
Tammory Scott Dowell and Santia Fox was appointed to the DDA Board. Term limit will be verified.
	2.
	Council to consider fee waiver for Leadership Clayton session at Jonesboro City Center on December 7, 2023.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Mayor Sartor stated that we have two new cohorts for Leadership Clayton. Shenika Wright and Lt. Cato.
	3.
	Council to discuss status of 107 Pharr Avenue.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Interim City Manager Allen came forward to give an update regarding the conditions of 107 Pharr Avenue and the steps taken to reach the property owner and to improve the property.
	XV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Councilman Don Dixon

No Report
Mayor Pro Tem Messick
Thanks to the Veterans for your service and thanks to the citizens for your voting for me.
Councilman Powell
No Report
Councilman Wise
Happy Thanksgiving
Councilman Lester
Thanks to the Veterans & Happy Thanksgiving
Councilman A. Dixon
Thanks to the citizens for their support in the recent election.



Thank you to the City Council for the Youth Government & Have a Great Thanksgiving
Mayor Sartor
Thanks to the citizens for a Great Election and the highest voter turnout.

Acknowledged Jonesboro Gives

Community Luncheon on Thanksgiving Day

Christmas Tree Lighting


	XVI.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	XVII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Executive Session pertaining to employment matters at 8:32 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

2.
Motion to reconvene the Regular Session at 9:14 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	XVIII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 9:14 PM

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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