CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
December 11, 2023 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, December 11, 2023. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Ed Wise
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - COREY MCMICKLE, JONESBORO FIRST BAPTIST


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt December 11, 2023, agenda with changes

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Addition of City Policy change.
	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	1.
	Proclamation for Councilman Ed Wise.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
	2.
	Proclamation for former Councilwowan Pat Sebo-Hand.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
	3.
	Swearing In Ceremony for approved applicants of inaugural Jonesboro Youth Council.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
The following members were sworn into Jonesboro Youth Government:
Mohammed Ali

Mayor
Zahion Mikell

City Manager
Kayla Way

City Council
Elias Dennis

City Council
Keilana Hill-Byrd
City Council
Daniela Avitia

City Council
Issac Hathway

City Council
Yasden D. Gayle
City Council
	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Final Public Hearing regarding proposed City of Jonesboro 2024 Fiscal Year Budget.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding adoption of the proposed City of Jonesboro 2024 Fiscal Year Budget. As none were present to speak for or against the proposed budget, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 23-CU-017, for renovation of an office building into single-family attached housing (townhomes), by Great Hands Capitals LLC, property owner, and Jacob Nehikhuere, applicant, for property at 145 North Main Street (Parcel No. 13241B B015), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Condominiums at 145 North Main Street. As none were present to speak for or against the proposed project, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Map Amendment, 23-MA-001 Ord. 2023-011, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located at 118 North Avenue (Parcel No. 13240B A007), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Office-Institutional (O&I) to Highway Commercial (C-2).

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding the rezoning for 118 North Avenue. As none were present to speak for or against the proposed rezoning, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	NONE


	IX.
	
FINANCIAL REPORT


	1.
	Council to consider and approve unaudited Financial Statements for the 10 month period ended October 31,2023


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Finance Director Nina Robinson came forward and gave the unaudited Financial Statements for the 10 month period ended October 31, 2023.
	X.
	
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT


	Economic Development Director Andrew Simpson came forward and gave economic development updates.


	XI.	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the October 9, 2023 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the October 30, 2023 Special Called Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

3.  Consideration of the Minutes of the November 6, 2023 Work Session.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

4.  Consideration of the Minutes of the November 13, 2023 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

5.  Consideration of the Minutes of the November 29, 2023 Strategic Planning Retreat.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

6.  Consideration of the Minutes of the December 4, 2023 Work Session.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	XII.
	
CONSENT AGENDA

	1.
	Council to approve Foxtrail Subdivision Street Names.


	XIII.
	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application, 23-CU-017, for renovation of an office building into single-family attached housing (townhomes), by Great Hands Capitals LLC, property owner, and Jacob Nehikhuere, applicant, for property at 145 North Main Street (Parcel No. 13241B B015), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Interim City Manager came forward and gave an overview of the agenda request.  
He stated that In 2023, the main issue seemed to be not the suitability of the use, but rather the question of ownership versus rental. The City Council clearly desired ownership last time. While the zoning code cannot currently dictate this, a developer’s agreement and an HOA could. If approved again, most of the same approval conditions from 2022 need to apply: 1. All County Fire Marshal code requirements, including for the provision for all minimum fire escape access points. 2. All new signage shall be subject to the City Sign Code and shall be reviewed and approved by the Design Review Commission and Historic Preservation Commission. 3. All dwelling unit parking spaces shall be designated with signage. 4. The dwelling units are not approved for Air BnB or short-term rental use. 5. The conditional use permit is good for a period of one year, from the date of the last Certificate of Occupancy of the dwelling units. After which, the use will be brought back before the Mayor and City Council for reevaluation. Update for 12.11.23 Meeting - Council asked to see the inside of the units (pictures attached). Real hardwood floors, granite countertops, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. The built units differ from the former floor plan attached, but the former floor plan was never officially approved with the use in 2022. 13.1 Packet Pg. 509 - Council had concerns about an adequate number of parking spaces for residents. There are existing parking spaces to the rear and sides of the building. Per parking requirements of Sec. 86-410 (2): Single family attached and RM district uses shall provide 1.5 spaces for each dwelling unit. There are four dwelling units = 1.5 (4) = 6 spaces required. There are 7 spaces already along the south of the building, plus 5 close spaces along the east side of the building. There are an additional 3 close spaces along the west side of the building. There are a total of 15 spaces in close proximity that don’t have to share with another use. - Council was also concerned over the fact that the parking is not owned by the building, since the property lines are essentially the building and do not extend into the parking area. Is there some sort of easement or written agreement for residents’ access to the parking spots. The applicant said that he talked with the adjacent Millar Law Firm and they said he could definitely use the 15 parking spaces just described. Staff has reached out to Millar Law Firm for some kind of written documentation.
Applicant Jacob Nehikhuere came forward to speak in favor of the request.
	2.
	Council to consider Map Amendment, 23-MA-001 Ord. 2023-011, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located at 118 North Avenue (Parcel No. 13240B A007), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Office-Institutional (O&I) to Highway Commercial (C-2).


RESULT:
APPROVED [3 TO 3]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, Lester, Powell

NAYS:
Messick, D. Dixon, Wise

Mayor Sartor cast the tie breaking vote in favor of the Map Amendment, 23-MA-001 Ord. 2023-011.
Motion carried.
	3.
	Council to consider proposed Ordinance amendment, 23-TA-010, Ord. 2023-013, for the Jonesboro Youth Council.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Approved with conditions regarding the addition of an advisory committee.
	4.
	Council to consider adoption of FY’ 2024 City of Jonesboro Budget.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

	5.
	Council to consider revisions to the Part-Time Employee Paid Holiday Leave Policy.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

SECTION B: PAID HOLIDAYS FOR FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES
Paid holidays, observed by qualified City employees, unless such employees are required to be on regular duty, shall be:
New Year’s Day
Thanksgiving Day
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Friday after Thanksgiving Day
Memorial Day
Christmas Eve
Juneteenth
Christmas Day
Independence Day (4th of July)
Floating Holiday(s) as approved by Mayor and Council
Labor Day
Other days or parts of days may also be designated as paid holidays with approval by the Mayor and City Council. When a holiday falls on a Sunday, the paid time off for that holiday will normally be observed on the following Monday. Holidays that fall during approved employee leave time shall not be charged against leave. To be eligible for holiday pay, employees must be regularly scheduled to work on the day on which the holidays falls and must work the scheduled working day immediately preceding and the scheduled working day immediately following the holiday, unless an absence on either day is approved in advance, or shift work necessitates absence on those days.
SECTION C: PAID HOLIDAYS FOR PART-TIME EMPLOYEES
Part-time employees, as defined, shall not be paid for holidays. When an observed holiday falls on a day on which a part-time employee is scheduled to work, the part-time employee may request to reschedule their work with the appropriate supervisor.
	XIV.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider Netplanner proposal for City server upgrade.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Motioned to amend ARPA Funds for NetPlanner upgrade.
	2.
	Discussion regarding proposal for further city cemetery mapping and database updating.


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

Item tabled for additional information.
3.  Agenda add on. City Policy Revision to allow council to speak directly to staff.

After a discussion regarding the City’s Charter outlining the duties and responsibilities of the mayor.
Councilman Wise withdrew his motion.
Councilman D. Dixon spoke about inability of connecting with city staff when calling from his city issued mobile phone.
	XV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Mayor's Report - Mayor Sartor gave updates regarding the following:
Broad Band
Employee Christmas Party
Senator Ossoff service representative at JCC on 12/12/23
Mayor’s Christmas Tea
Open Enrollment for employees
City Manager
No Report


	XVI.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Councilman D. Dixon
 
Congrats to Councilman Alfred Dixon for the Youth Government.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick
Merry Christmas to everyone.
Councilman Powell

Merry Christmas to everyone.
Councilman Lester

Merry Christmas to everyone.
Councilman A. Dixon

Thanks to the Mayor and City Council for supporting the Youth Government.  Happy Holidays.


	XVII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing litigation and employment matters at 8:07 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

2.
Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Ed Wise, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell, Wise

At 8:39 PM, motion to reconvene the Regular Session.
NO OFFICIAL ACTIONS TAKEN DURING EXECUTIVE SESSION.
	XVIII.
	
ADJOURNMENT AT 8:39


DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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