CITY OF JONESBORO

Work Session

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
February 5, 2024 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Work Session on Monday, February 5, 2024. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Asjah Miller
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Christopher Cato
	Interim Police Chief
	Absent
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	Shelby Bentley
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	Michael Huening
	City Attorney
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - PASTOR ROBERT TAYLOR, SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH


	IV.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the February 5, 2024, Work Session agenda as presented.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	V.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


A.  Executive Session pertaining to employment matters

1.
Motion to enter Executive Session at 6:10 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

B.  Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in Executive Session.

1.
Confirmation of nominee for Jonesboro's City Manager.

RESULT:
APPROVED [5 TO 1]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

NAYS:
Miller

At this time, Mayor Sartor made a nomination for Mr. Seddrick T. Hill, Sr. to fill the position of Jonesboro's City Manager.
Mayor Sartor gave thanks to the hiring panel for their participation in the process.
Mayor Sartor stated that the City Council agreed to confirm the highest scoring candidate.  
Mayor Sartor stated that the reason that the confirmation is not unanimous is because the council did not move forward with the process that was agreed upon.
Mayor Sartor stated that we are fortunate to have Mr. Hill.
	VI.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT


	Amanda Rivera - Increase in minimum wage for city staff members.
Logan Matthews - Increase in minimum wage for city staff members.


	VII.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	Erica Rocker with Clayton County Economic Development Department came forward to give a presentation on Commercial Beautification and Improvement Grant.  This grant is funded by the America Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).  Ms. Rocker introduced the grant.  She stated that the Clayton Count Office of Economic Development received funding through the recently passed ARPA of 2021.
The ARPA funds received will be able to make a significant impact in the Clayton County Community.  Using the funds by providing grants will improve the quality of life for Clayton County residents and businesses, to cover immediate needs and to create a long-term investment for the county’s future.
The purpose of the grant is to assist properties with exterior repairs, enhancements, and improvements.
Eligible applicants may apply for a grant of up to $75,000 to: Promote a consistently high-quality environment that will be attractive to residents and visitors.
Promote retail to service activities and increase tenant occupancy within our shopping centers.
Create an attractive environment where residents, visitors and business owners gain a sense of civic pride.
Promoting additional improvement by the participants, and neighboring properties
Eligibility
Property must be zoned for commercial. 
Applicants must be in good standing with Clayton County on all tax payments.
Buildings and shopping centers must have 50% or greater occupancy.
Must complete all scope of work.
Property 75,000 SF or less
Property must not be under contract, foreclosure, or for sale.
Properties that do not qualify: Package stores, adult entertainment, gambling activities, gas stations, financial institutions, gun/weapon shops, religious institution. 
A discussion took place regarding how grant funding would be administered to eligible applicants.
Helpful information will be added to the City's website.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


	IX.
	
WORK SESSION


	1.
	Discussion regarding possible minimum wage increase for hourly City workers.


Ms. Karen with Georgia Working Families Party came forward to speak regarding the wages of Jonesboro’s employees. She stated that the organization seeks ways to eradicate the issues that affect communities.  She stated that most of Jonesboro’s Public Work employees make less than $20 per hour.  In order to grow and expand the city, it is important to pay good wages to the employees.
Mayor Sartor requested to move the minimum wage to $19.00 per hour.
Before voting, The Council requested to see how the budget would be affected if the following minimum wage was considered for employees:
$19.00 per hour
$20.00 per hour
$22.00 per hour
	2.
	Discussion regarding a certain tract of land to be de-annexed from the City into unincorporated Clayton County pursuant to a signed petition.  Tract of land lying and being in the City of Jonesboro, Georgia, as described in Deed Book 10846, Pages 350 to 352 (Parcel No. 12016D B001Z).  Said aforementioned property which is currently zoned as City R-2 (Single-Family Residential) will be rezoned to a County zoning per County Ordinances.  Applicant is Key Street, LLC.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Community Development Director David Allen came forward to give an overview of the agenda item.  He stated that 
Purpose & Description of the Request - The City of Jonesboro received an application for de-annexation in January 2024 from Harold Cunliffe / Key Street, LLC. The applicant had first communicated his desire to have the City tract brought into the County in the summer of 2023. - The applicant seeks to de-annex a 9.3-acre parcel abutting land he already owns in Clayton County from the City into the County. - The intent is to unite the subject parcel with existing Clayton County residential subdivision parcels under one jurisdiction (Clayton County) and to finish the residential subdivision on the de-annexed parcel. None of the residential lots will be allowed to have driveways onto Key Street in the City. Background Information - The 9.3 acres is currently wooded and undeveloped. The tract, as well as the tract directly across the Key Street right-of-way (City) and the tract to the directly to the east of the subject tract, are all currently owned by Key Street LLC. Several years ago, another owner talked with city staff about annexing a portion of the County subdivision into the city and developing the subject parcel as part of a city subdivision. However, due to the unsuitability of Key Street for high frequency access and the quality of the homes being proposed, the proposal never advanced. There was also confusion with the proposal over which municipality would citizen services. - Application for annexation/rezoning has been officially accepted and assigned a case number, 24-MA-002, Ord. 2024-002. - As per O.C.G.A., Clayton County has already approved a resolution for de-annexation of the parcel. - The ad in the Clayton News Daily announcing the public hearing was run on Wednesday, January 24, 2024.
The applicant came forward to speak in favor of the request.
	3.
	Discussion regarding Alcohol Beverage Pouring license, 24-ALC-001, to dispense beer, wine & distilled spirits at 188 North Avenue, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is Rendezvous Event Center and Banquet Hall.  Mageedah Wood has requested to be the License Representative.


Community Development Director David Allen came forward to give an overview of the agenda item.  He stated that the applicant, Mageedah Wood, is applying for a new consumption on premises of beer, wine, and distilled spirits for the Rendezvous Event Center and Banquet Hall located at 188 North Avenue. The event center has already received zoning approval. Background: 1. This location currently does not have an Alcohol Beverage License to pour distilled spirits, beer and wine. Applicant has been approved to operate an event center at this location. 2. The subject restaurant is not located within any special district. Surrounding zoning, general plan land use designations and existing uses are primarily C-2 (Highway Commercial). 3. Purpose. The purpose of the C-2 commercial district is to accommodate intense retail and service commercial uses along Jonesboro's arterial highways.
	4.
	Discussion regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 24-CU-002, for a new Clayton County government complex, by Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide, applicant, for properties along Old Poston Road and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 240001 and 05239 033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


Community Development Director David Allen came forward and gave an overview of the agenda item.  He stated that the agency’s recommendation is Approval of Conditional Use application.
In late 2022 / early 2023, the decision was made by the Clayton County Board of Commissioners to move their government offices currently on Smith Street to undeveloped properties within the City of Jonesboro at the corner of Tara Boulevard and Old Poston Road, across the highway from Low Temp Industries. The two County owned parcels here are Parcel 05239 240001 and 05239 033002, both zoned City M-X (Mixed-Use) and will remain in the city. The combined parcels will consist of a new County administrative building, combining multiple facets of County government under one roof. There is also room for several future government buildings, including a new fire station. The buildings and parking areas will be interspersed throughout the site, along with lawn areas and a pavilion to make a more parklike setting.
Ms. Claudia Hanies of Nelson Worldwide, applicant for properties along Old Poston Road and Tara Blvd. came forward and gave details regarding the proposed project.
	5.
	Discussion regarding Variance application, 24-VAR-001, concerning certain development standards for a new Clayton County government complex, by Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide, applicant, for properties along Old Poston Road and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 240001 and 05239 033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


Community Development Director David Allen came forward and gave an overview of the agenda item.  He stated that the agency’s recommendation is Approval of Variance applications.
In late 2022 / early 2023, the decision was made by the Clayton County Board of Commissioners to move their government offices currently on Smith Street to undeveloped properties within the City of Jonesboro at the corner of Tara Boulevard and Old Poston Road, across the highway from Low Temp Industries. The two County owned parcels here are Parcel 05239 240001 and 05239 033002, both zoned City M-X (Mixed-Use) and will remain in the City. The combined parcels will consist of a new County administrative building, combining multiple facets of County government under one roof. There is also room for several future government buildings, including a new fire station. The buildings and parking areas will be interspersed throughout the site, along with lawn areas and a pavilion to make a more parklike setting.
	6.
	Discussion regarding proposal by Economic Development Director to establish a Market Committee to oversee the activities of the organization currently known as the City of Jonesboro Farmers Market.


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 2/12/2024 6:00 PM
Consensus to establish a Market Committee to oversee the activities of the Farmers Market.
	7.
	Discussion regarding possible increase in annual vacant commercial building fee.


Economic Development Director Andrew Simpson came forward and gave an overview of the agenda item.
He stated that he is proposing an increase in the annual vacant commercial building fee. He stated that Vacant Commercial buildings are causing an issue in the revitalization of our downtown. Without the rehabilitation and renovation of these buildings in 2024, our downtown efforts will be stalled until these vacant buildings become occupied. I am asking Council for the vacancy fee to be raised from $200 annually to $2000 annually. The fee amount shall double for each year the property remains vacant. Commercial, office, and industrial buildings which have an active building permit or are already undergoing the plan review / permitting process shall be exempt from this fee, but said buildings which have obtained some type of zoning approval (rezoning, conditional use permit, zoning appeal, variance or zoning verification of permitted use) shall be assessed the penalty fee if more than 180 days occur between zoning approval and commencement of the plan review and / or permitting process. Zoning approvals must remain current to avoid penalties. Re-application of expired zoning approvals, as well as denials of unpermitted uses, shall not be considered part of the permitting process. The Vacant Building Registry Ordinance for commercial buildings was approved by the Mayor and Council in July 2023. The original fee structure was as follows: (g) For commercial, office, and industrial buildings that have remained “vacant occupiable” for longer than 180 days in a tax year, whether consecutive or non-consecutive, shall be annually assessed a $200 penalty fee, in addition to the registration fee established in Sec. 34-3 (c). The fee amount shall double for each year the property remains vacant. The Economic Development Director’s proposal would increase the fee tenfold, which may be too much for the present. 2024 is the first full year that the fee will be implemented anyway; therefore, the city has no data on the current fee amount’s effects on incentivizing or de-incentivizing investment.
The Council requested to see additional information at next meeting - square footage scale.
	8.
	Discussion regarding Historic Preservation Commission Re-Appointments.


Community Development Director David Allen came forward.  He stated that Staff needs to bring the Historic Preservation Board re-appointments up to date. Currently, the 5-person Board has four serving members: Betsy Wester, Jule Segner, Alison Murphy, and Laura Dupuis, who all do a great job. The City is searching for a quality fifth board member. Mayor and Council Staff has looked back at meeting minutes and found the following re-appointments from January 2020: Betsy Wester - 3 year term expires 1/1/23 Jule Segner - 2 year term expires 1/1/22 Alison Murphy - 3 year term expires 1/1/23 Since these have all expired, staff is recommending the same board members for more terms: Betsy Wester - 3 year term expires 2/1/27 Jule Segner - 2 year term expires 2/1/26 Alison Murphy - 3 year term expires 2/1/27 (Laura Dupuis’ term is still good through August 2025 (2 year).) 
(Note: Section 42-28 of the Code restricts members from serving more than two consecutive terms. However, we currently have an experienced, quality Board that staff would like to keep. In addition, new volunteers for Board service are hard to come by in a small city.) Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount
	9.
	Discussion regarding Design Review Commission Re-Appointments.


Staff needs to address re-appointments to the Design Review Commission at the next Council meeting. The reappointments and expirations got lost in the shuffle through the years. 
From code: (3) Members shall serve three-year terms. Members may not serve more than two consecutive terms unless otherwise approved by majority vote of the Mayor and City Council. 
In order to achieve staggered terms, initial appointments shall be: one member for one year; two members for two years; and two members for three years.
Bonnie Shekarabi - appointed at start of Board in 2018; no record of re-appointment
Kimberly Lightford - appointed at start of Board in 2018; no record of re-appointment 
Barbara Casey Lane - appointed in August 2018; no record of re-appointment 
Tammary Dowdell - appointed in January 2020 to replace Sam Fleet; term supposedly expired August 2020; no record of re-appointment 
Ricky McKenzie - started service February 2021; no term specified; assuming 3 year term, it would expire February 2024 
Code says initial appointments were staggered - one member for one year; two members for two years; and two members for three years. 
Going to assume Bonnie and Kim as three-year terms. Barbara and Tammary has two-year terms.
Ricky’s from this point forward would be a one-year, to keep it consistent with code. 
Proposals for re-appointments for February 2024 
Bonnie Shekarabi - three-year term to expire 2/1/27 
Kimberly Lightford - three-year term to expire 2/1/27 
Barbara Casey Lane - two-year term to expire 2/1/26
	10.
	Update on Public Works activities in January.


Public Works Director John Burdin came forward to give an update on his departments activities.
1. Break-down of Christmas decorations. 
2. Cleaned/reorganized top shop (right side), staged all safety equipment, cones, signs, etc. to this area. 
3. Removed 30 yards of trash (pallets, broken boards, buckets, trashcans etc.) from top shop (right side). 
4. Hauled 3 trailers loads of scrap metal to recycling center from top right shop. Checks were turned in to City Hall. 
5. Began the process of moving “Jonesboro” trash bins to top shop (right side), to create a more uniform storage area. Should be completed in February. 
6. Crews have completed leaf removal from streets/curbs on west side of “city” - 114,840 linear ft (21.75 miles) of curb line. 
7. Ran sanitation each week. However, on the week of January 15th we delayed route 1 hour and cycled out crews to warm up. Route was still completed each day despite the extreme temperatures. 
8. Filled up three 30-yard dumpsters of limbs, leaves, etc. 
9. Began thinning out of trees and debris on bank behind police department at JCC. 
10. Assisted with set up break down for inauguration. 
11. Changed oil in 3 vehicles in-house. 
12. Replaced 1 truck tire. 
13. Replaced 1 damaged backhoe tire (front). 
14. Tree emergency on Carriage Lane early morning hours of 1/10/24. Was forced to close road due to low hanging lines. 
15. Began thinning and rejuvenation pruning at 162 and 170 S. Main St. 
16. Two hydraulic hoses replaced on sanitation truck were completed in-house. 
17. Set-up, break-down, and worked MLK Parade. 
18. Continued to work with Whitley engineering for final plans/specifications for 100 Gloria Dr. renovations. 19. We have placed order for 3 parklets from Archatrak for Main Street. 
20. Purchased 48” Gravely Pro-Stance. This will assist Jonesboro Public Works employees in performing the maintenance of the JCC landscape.
	X.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 8:28 PM

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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