CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
February 12, 2024 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, February 12, 2024. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Absent
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Asjah Miller
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Christopher Cato
	Interim Police Chief
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Absent
	

	Shelby Bentley
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	Winston Denmark
	City Attorney
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - REV. DONALD K. REED, SR. SENIOR PASTOR, ANDREWS CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	After the pledge, Aubri Huynh - 9th grader from Martha Ellen Stilwell School of The Arts 
came forward and sang "Lift every Voice” in honor of Black History Month.


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


	. 


1.
Motion adopt the February 12, 2024, meeting agenda with the following modifications.

RESULT:
APPROVED [4 TO 1]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Miller, Powell

NAYS:
Lester

ABSENT:
Messick

Mayor Sartor announced that there’s two modifications under the presentations: 
Removal of the Proclamation Presentation and adding Introduction of the new city manager. 
Councilman A. Dixon requested removal of the Consent Agenda Items (Numbers 1-3) for the purpose of advertising the positions.
Mayor Sartor stated that #’s 2 and 3 - individuals have already accepted the positions.
Mayor Sartor asked if it was the desire to remove only items #’s 2 & 3.  
Community Development Director stated that # 1 is establishing the Farmers Market Committee.
Councilman A. Dixon confirmed that all items should be removed in effort of opening availability to the Youth Government.
	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	1.
	Proclamation for First Introduction of Equal Rights Amendment.


Removed from the agenda.
	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARINGS


1.
Public Hearing regarding Alcohol Beverage Pouring license, 24-ALC-001, to dispense beer, wine & distilled spirits at 188 North Avenue, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is Rendezvous Event Center and Banquet Hall.  Mageedah Wood has requested to be the License Representative.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Alcohol Beverage Poring License, 24-ALC-001, to dispense beer, wine and distilled spirits at 188 North Avenue, Jonesboro, GA 30236.  As none was present to speak for or against the request. The Public Hearing was duly closed.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 24-CU-002, for a new Clayton County government complex, by Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide, applicant, for properties along Old Poston Road and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 240001 and 05239 033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application 24-CU-002, for a new Clayton County Government Complex, by Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide.  As none was present to speak for or against the request. The Public Hearing was duly closed.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Variance application, 24-VAR-001, concerning certain development standards for a new Clayton County government complex, by Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide, applicant, for properties along Old Poston Road and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 240001 and 05239 033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Variance Application, 24-VAR-001, concerning certain development standards for a new Clayton County Government Complex, by Clayton County Board of Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide.  As none was present to speak for or against the request. The Public Hearing was duly closed.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	Mary George signed up for Public Comments - Did not come forward.
Patrick Polk - a 12 grader from Martha Ellen Stilwell School of The Arts came forward to speak about the importance of increasing the hourly minimum wage for city employees. 


	IX.
	
FINANCIAL REPORT


	No Financial Report.


	X.
	
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT


	1.
	Economic Development Report for February.


Economic Development Director Andrew Simpson came forward and gave an update on the following:
Central Business District Sidewalk (CDBG Grant Funding) - $120,811.
Two Parklets to be installed by the end of February and one more by the end of May. 
Congratulations to Trina Kolawole for passing her Main Street 101.
The Event calendar for the year has now been ratified. Our breakfast networking event in partnership with the Jonesboro Small Business Alliance is on Friday February 16th. 8:30am to 10:00am. 
The Heart Health Awareness event is on February 24th. 
The St. Patrick’s Day Street Party is Saturday March 16th on S. Main St. between W. Mill St. & Church St. Facebook Analytics: Engagement. 2527. +117%. 13,475. Reach 13,475. +340%
The Vacant Commercial buildings are causing an issue in the revitalization of our downtown. Without the rehabilitation and renovation of these buildings in 2024, our downtown efforts will be stalled until these vacant buildings become occupied. I am asking Council for the vacancy fee to be raised from $200 annually to $2000 annually.
	XI.	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the January 8, 2024 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSENT:
Tracey Messick

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the January 24, 2024 Special Called Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSENT:
Tracey Messick

3.  Consideration of the Minutes of the February 5, 2024 Special Called Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSENT:
Tracey Messick

4.  Consideration of the Minutes of the February 5, 2024 Work Session.
Mayor Sartor stated that for the February 5, 2024, Work Session - there were 3 people to give public comments.  After checking the record, the minutes were correct as presented.  Comments from the 3rd person were captured under Agenda Item IX. (1) Discussion regarding Possible minimum wage increase for hourly city workers.  NO CORRECTIONS WERE MADE TO THE MINUTES.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSENT:
Tracey Messick

	XII.
	
CONSENT AGENDA

	1.
	Council to approve establishment of a Market Committee to oversee the activities of the organization currently known as the City of Jonesboro Farmers Market.  Committee shall consist of 3 vendors, 1 councilmember, and 1 person currently serving on other City committee or board.


	2.
	Council to approve Historic Preservation Commission re-appointments:  Betsy Wester for a 3-year term expiring 2/1/27; Jule Segner for a 2-year term expiring 2/1/26; and Alison Murphy for a 3-year term expiring 2/1/27.


	3.
	Council to approve Design Review Commission re-appointments:  Bonnie Shekarabi for a 3-year term expiring 2/1/27; Kimberly Lightford for a 3-year term expiring 2/1/27; Barbara Casey Lane for a 2-year term expiring 2/1/26; Tammary Dowdell for a 2-year term expiring 2/1/26; and Ricky McKenzie for a 1-year term expiring 2/1/25.


	XIII.
	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider minimum wage increase for certain hourly City employees.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSENT:
Messick

Mayor Sartor went over the budget impact for increasing the minimum wage for the following amounts:
$19.00 per hour
$20.00 per hour
$22.00 per hour
Mayor Sartor spoke about an hourly minimum wage increase that is equitable for all.  Mayor stated that this item can be tabled to allow the City Manager to review what’s available.  She requested that the $22.00 per hour be considered.
Mayor stated that the city has 6 employees that make $15.30 per hour and 4 employees at the rate of $15.70 to $17.05.
Councilman D. Dixon commented that the $22.00 per hour hits the budget hard.
Councilman Powell stated that he would like to vote on $19.00 per hour to be effective the first pay period in March.  
Mayor Sartor asked if the Council would still consider the $22.00.
	2.
	Council to consider Alcohol Beverage Pouring license, 24-ALC-001, to dispense beer, wine & distilled spirits at 188 North Avenue, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is Rendezvous Event Center and Banquet Hall.  Mageedah Wood has requested to be the License Representative.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSENT:
Messick

	3.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit application, 24-CU-002, for a new Clayton County government complex, by Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide, applicant, for properties along Old Poston Road and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 240001 and 05239 033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSENT:
Messick

No changes to the request since the workshop session.
	4.
	Council to consider Variance application, 24-VAR-001, concerning certain development standards for a new Clayton County government complex, by Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide, applicant, for properties along Old Poston Road and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 240001 and 05239 033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSENT:
Messick

No changes to the request since the workshop session.
	5.
	Council to consider increase in annual vacancy fee for certain commercial buildings.


Economic Development Director Simpson came forward to give an overview of the agenda item.
The fee is for any taxable space.
A brief discussion took place regarding the annual vacancy fee.  
Councilman A. Dixon proposed a $4000.00 fee instead of the recommended $2000.00.
Attorney Demark stated that $2000.00 could exceed the city’s authority.  He stated that if this is a proposed fine pursuant to the city’s Charter - the city is limited on the amount that can be assessed. 
Clarification was given that this is a proposed annual fee - not a per day fine.
Attorney Denmark stated that If the city is imposing a vacant property tax - the city is not subject to the $1000.00 limitation.
Attorney Denmark stated that the City would have to levy the tax by providing public notice and follow all legal requirements.  The city can levy up to $4000.00.  Does this have to go before the State Legislators? No.
How long does the property have to be vacant before the tax can be levied? 12 months.
If it’s determined that the property is being actively marketed - then the property owner will not receive the vacant tax fee.
The tax is for commercial/retail properties.
	6.
	Further consideration and discussion of proposed Jonesboro Internship Policy, created by Councilman Alfred Dixon.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Bobby Lester
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSENT:
Messick

Councilman A. Dixon stated that within 6 weeks the interns have completed over 200 hours.
Councilman A. Dixon went over the guidelines.  He stated that he would like to expand the program to include opportunities in Human Resources, Finance, IT departments, and Public Works.
Mayor Sartor suggested that the city utilizes Clayton State’s internship program.
Councilman A. Dixon stated that - Clayton State has an Internship Program, and the city will continue that relationship with Clayton State, but if a student attending other colleges wishes to participate in Jonesboro Internship - I would like to open the program up to them as well.
Mayor Sartor stated that the interns are different from the constituent aide position.  Interns will require oversight and other requirements stipulated by Clayton State. 
Mayor Sartor requested a representative from Clayton State to attend the City Council meeting for clarification.
Mayor Sartor stated that we must decide whether the interns will be paid or unpaid.
There was no answer in response to the question of “Do the current interns expect to get paid.”
This is an option that can be offered to all department heads. 
Councilman Lester motioned to continue with current Internship Program and table the revisions that is being proposed until the council receives addition information.  
Attorney Denmark stated that the council can ratify a practice that the council has already engaged in. 
Councilman Lester stated that his motion is to ratify the current practice regarding the contingent aides. 
Mayor Sartor stated that the motion is to not expand the internship program and to table for further information.
	7.
	Further discussion and consideration of revised Jonesboro Rules of Procedure and Code of Conduct for Elected Officials.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN [3 TO 2]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

NAYS:
A. Dixon, Miller

ABSENT:
Messick

Councilman D. Dixon motioned to approve the revised City of Jonesboro Rules and Procedures and requested that the City Attorney prepare the ordinance for signatures at the March Regular Session Meeting.
Mayor Sartor stated that she believes that there’s a number of items in the Rules and Procedures document that would require an amendment to the City Charter.
Councilman D. Dixon stated that items that would require an amendment to the City Charter have been removed:
24-Hour notification, Termination of employees
We do not need to know where you are - just a notification that you’re not here. And that the mayor pro tem needs to stand by. 
Mayor stated for the record, that Georgia is a Dillon Rule State.  Mayor Sartor read the document. (a copy will be incorporated into the minutes)
Mayor stated that if she cannot provide the services that the city needs, she will notify the council.
Councilwoman Miller stated that she was included in the drafting of the Jonesboro Rules and Procedures document.
Councilman A. Dixon, Councilman Lester, Councilman Powell
(3-Yays)
Councilman A. Dixon, Councilwoman Miller, Mayor Sartor 
(3- Nays)
Mayor Pro Tem Messick - Absent
Councilman A. Dixon requested to make a friendly amendment to the motion. The request was denied.
The motion did not carry.
	XIV.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider waiver of permit fees for applicants qualifying for the Commercial Beautification and Improvement Grant.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSENT:
Messick

	XV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Mayor Sartor stated that the Chief of Police and the Finance Director’s position have been posted.
Mayor Sartor stated that the events calendar has been posted to the City's web page.
Red Dress Event will be held on February 24, 2024, hosted in conjunction with Shiloh Baptist Church.


	XVI.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Councilman A. Dixon acknowledged Nancy Howard with Keep Georgia Beautiful Foundation.
Gave and update on the GMA Youth Forum.


	XVII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


	NO OTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED.


	XVIII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 8:01 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSENT:
Messick

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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