CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
March 11, 2024 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, March 11, 2024. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
 ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Asjah Miller
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Christopher Cato
	Interim Police Chief
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	Shelby Bentley
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	Winston Denmark
	City Attorney
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION was given by Pastor Richie Howard - Jonesboro First Baptist Church.


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt March 11, 2024, meeting ageanda with revisions

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

(1) Adding discussion of Police Chief
(2) Adding Economic Development Report
	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	1.
	City Council consideration and action on Clayton State University Internship Program.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Ms. Bridgett McDonald with Clayton State University came forward to give a presentation regarding the internship program at Clayton State University.
	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARINGS


1.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-003, for a small-scale event center by Nathan Pasha, property owner, and Ishica Bogle, applicant, for property at 952 Dixie Drive (Parcel No. 13209A A007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-003, for a small-scale event center by Nathan Pasha, property owner, and Ishica Bogle, applicant, for property at 952 Dixie Drive. As none was present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Map Amendment, 24-MA-004 Ord. 2024-004, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located along Tara Boulevard (Parcel No. 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Highway Commercial (C-2) to Multi-Family Residential (RM).

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Map Amendment, 24-MA-004 Ord. 2024-004, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located along Tara Boulevard (Parcel No. 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Highway Commercial (C-2) to Multi-Family Residential (RM).  As none was present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Map Amendment, 24-MA-003 Ord. 2024-003, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located along North Main Street (Parcel No. 13209C E003), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Mixed-Use (MX) to Multi-Family Residential (RM), for the purposes of a townhome development.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Map Amendment, 24-MA-003 Ord. 2024-003, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located along North Main Street (Parcel No. 13209C E003), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Mixed Use (MX) to Multi-Family Residential (RM), for the purposes of a townhome development. 
As none was present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


4.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application 24-CU-004, for a townhome development by Fayetteville Gingercake Road LLC, property owner, and Templar Development, applicant, for property along Fayetteville Road, North Main Street, and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13210D B002, 13209C E003, and 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Discussion regarding Conditional Use Permit Application 24-CU-003, for a townhome development by Fayetteville Gingercake Road LLC, property owner, and Templar Development, applicant, for property along Fayetteville Road, North Main Street, and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13210D B002, 13209C E003, and 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.
As none was present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


5.
Public Hearing regarding Variance Application, 24-VAR-002, for certain townhome development standards by Fayetteville Gingercake Road LLC, property owner, and Templar Development, applicant, for property along Fayetteville Road, North Main Street, and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13210D B002, 13209C E003, and 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Variance Application, 24-VAR-002, for certain townhome development standards by Fayetteville Gingercake Road LLC, property owner, and Templar Development, applicant, for property along Fayetteville Road, North Main Street, and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13210D B002, 13209C E003, and 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.
As none was present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


6.
Public Hearing regarding a certain tract of land to be de-annexed, 24-MA-002, Ord. 2024-002, from the City into unincorporated Clayton County pursuant to a signed petition.  Tract of land lying and being in the City of Jonesboro, Georgia, as described in Deed Book 10846, Pages 350 to 352 (Parcel No. 12016D B001Z).  Said aforementioned property which is currently zoned as City R-2 (Single-Family Residential) will be rezoned to a County zoning per County Ordinances.  Applicant is Key Street, LLC.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding a certain tract of land to be de-annexed from the City into unincorporated Clayton County pursuant to a signed petition. Tract of land lying and being in the City of Jonesboro, Georgia, as described in Deed Book 10846, Pages 350 to 352 (Parcel No. 12016D B001Z). Said aforementioned property which is currently zoned as City R-2 (Single-Family Residential) will be rezoned to a County zoning per County Ordinances. Applicant is Key Street, LLC.
As none was present to speak, the Public Hearing was duly closed.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	Pat Sebo-Hand
- Fayetteville Road Project (against)
Jule Segner - 
(via letter read by Pat Sebo-Hand) Fayetteville Road Project (against)
Wanda Robin - 
Internship Program and Recycling Program (favor)
Makayla Smith -
City Council Internship Program (favor)
Ronnie Wells -
Internship Program
Zion Michella - City Manager of JYCG - came forward to give an update on JYCG
Rob Grover -
Roof needs repair at Nouveau


	IX.
	
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the March 4, 2024 Work Session.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the February 12, 2024 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	X.
	
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE


	Economic Development Director came forward and gave an update.


	XI.	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	City of Jonesboro Market Committee 


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Economic Development Director stated that the Market Committee will consist of the following:
Five (5) individuals. Three (3) are Market vendors. One (1) is to be a member of city council. One (1) is from a city board. Each member of the board will be appointed by City Council after an application process, reviewed by the Mayor and City Manager. All Market committee members to be subject to the same background checks as other city boards.
	2.
	Vacancy Fee/Tax Text Amendment to Ordinance


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Mayor Pro Tem Messick spoke in favor of the implementation of the Vacancy Fee.
Councilwoman spoke in favor of the Vacancy Fee and had questions regarding owners proving that they are actively marketing their property.
Mayor Sartor inquired about when the fee would be assessed to the owners.
Economic Development Director stated that he will send out a letter around the month of May, so when the tax bills are sent out, a separate bill will be sent for the Vacancy Fee.  The fee will be $2000.00 per year. Economic Development Director stated that the fee will be assessed if the building has been vacant for 6 to 12 months. 
Mayor Sartor asked - who determines if the building is vacant? We need a definition of “vacancy” to be added to the ordinance.
Economic Development Director stated that the Text Amendment Ordinance #2023-007 was approved last year - Chapter 34, Article 1, Division 1 for the amount of $200.00 annual fee for certain vacant buildings exceeding a specified period of vacancy.
Mayor Sartor stated that if the amendment was approved last year, the City collected the fee. The Economic Development Director responded - No.
Councilman D. Dixon asked - how will the City collect the fee and what happens if the owner do not pay. It was determined that a lien can be placed on the property.
It was determined that the City cannot go back to enforce payments that were not made after the adoption of ordinance 2023-007.
	3.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-003, for a small-scale event center by Nathan Pasha, property owner, and Ishica Bogle, applicant, for property at 952 Dixie Drive (Parcel No. 13209A A007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
DENIED [5 TO 1]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

NAYS:
A. Dixon

	4.
	Council to consider Map Amendment, 24-MA-004 Ord. 2024-004, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located along Tara Boulevard (Parcel No. 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Highway Commercial (C-2) to Multi-Family Residential (RM).


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Staff recommendation: Approval of re-zoning; This rezoning proposal by the applicant is on a relatively small, vacant parcel west of the junction of North Main Street and Fayetteville Road, in the northern portion of the city across the road from Crane Hardware and the Tara Florist shopping center, and behind the Village Square shopping center. The subject property only has access to North Main Street. Currently zoned M-X, the owner has expressed a desire to rezone the property to RM in order to combine the parcel with larger parcels to the south for a proposed housing development. The property is currently wooded and vacant. At 1.3 acres, with its current mixed-use zoning, this property does not have the size to be properly developed as a standalone mixed use development. Also, if developed as a standalone piece, the driveway access to this property would have to be placed in a dangerous location relative to the East Dixie Drive / North Main Street intersection across from the parcel. It is best to combine this parcel with a larger adjacent parcel.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that after looking back at the 2021 Comprehensive Plan the area was targeted for commercial use.
Map amendment was denied.
This item was tabled by Councilman Lester to allow the City Manager to review.
	5.
	Council to consider Map Amendment, 24-MA-003 Ord. 2024-003, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located along North Main Street (Parcel No. 13209C E003), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Mixed-Use (MX) to Multi-Family Residential (RM), for the purposes of a townhome development.  


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Staff recommendation: Approval of re-zoning; This rezoning proposal by the applicant is on a small, vacant parcel on Tara Boulevard, in the northern portion of the city between Tara Hill Apartments and the Bank of America at the intersection of Tara Boulevard and Hwy. 138 Spur. The subject property only has to Tara Boulevard. Currently zoned C-2, the owner has expressed a desire to rezone the property to RM in order to combine the parcel with larger parcels to the east for a proposed housing development. The property is too small to be viable as a commercial property, with steep slopes and a stream running through it. Its only realistic use is as greenspace or a buffer area.
Mayor Sartor reiterated that the property cannot be used for anything else.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that based on the Comprehensive Plan - the residents stated that they wanted more (commercial) restaurants and more things to do in the city.
Mayor Sartor stated that the need for housing to increase the city's tax base is needed.
Attorney Mahoney came forward to speak in favor of the rezoning.  He stated that the property is currently zoned Mixed Use - not commercial. 
Mayor Sartor requested to table the items to allow the new City Manager to review the request.
#5, #6, #7 were tabled.
Councilman Lester motioned to table # 4 - to all the City Manager to review the request.
	6.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application 24-CU-004, for a townhome development by Fayetteville Gingercake Road LLC, property owner, and Templar Development, applicant, for property along Fayetteville Road, North Main Street, and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13210D B002, 13209C E003, and 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	7.
	Council to consider Variance Application, 24-VAR-002, for certain townhome development standards by Fayetteville Gingercake Road LLC, property owner, and Templar Development, applicant, for property along Fayetteville Road, North Main Street, and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13210D B002, 13209C E003, and 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Item Tabled.
	8.
	Council to consider a certain tract of land to be de-annexed, 24-MA-002, Ord. 2024-002, from the City into unincorporated Clayton County pursuant to a signed petition.  Tract of land lying and being in the City of Jonesboro, Georgia, as described in Deed Book 10846, Pages 350 to 352 (Parcel No. 12016D B001Z).  Said aforementioned property which is currently zoned as City R-2 (Single-Family Residential) will be rezoned to a County zoning per County Ordinances.  Applicant is Key Street, LLC.


RESULT:
ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	XII.
	
NEW BUSINESS


A.  Police Chief Interviews 

City Manager Hill gave the city council an update regarding the upcoming Police Chief Interviews.
City Council will attend via ZOOM.
1.
for Councilwoman Miller to serve on the Police Chief Interview Panel.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Bobby Lester
AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	XIII.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Mayor Pro Tem Messick urged everyone to vote.
Councilman A. Dixon - thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting. Gave Update on Youth Government fundraiser at Skate Zone on April 4, 2024.


	XIV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	City Manager Hill- Happy to be here.  I appreciate the opportunity.
Mayor Sartor - New Public Works Assistant to start on March 25th. 
Code Enforcement Officer to be starting soon and receiving applications for the Finance Director's position.
The city is currently contracting services for IT. 
St. Patrick's Day Event.


	XV.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the conveyance of real estate.

2.
Motion to enter Executive Session at 7:50 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

3.
Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session

	NO OFFICIAL ACTIONS TAKEN


	XVI.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to Adjourn at 8:07 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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