CITY OF JONESBORO

Work Session

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
April 1, 2024 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Work Session on Monday, April 1, 2024. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Asjah Miller
	Councilmember
	Absent
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Christopher Cato
	Interim Police Chief
	Present
	

	Maria Wetherington
	Operations
	Present
	

	Shelby Bentley
	Executive Assistant
	Absent
	

	LaTonya Wiley
	City Attorney
	Present
	


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	III.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the April 1, 2024, meeting agenda with revisions.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Miller

1.
Discussion of the Kentucky Derby.
2.
Discussion of the Internship Program.
	IV.
	
PUBLIC COMMENTS


	V.
	
WORK SESSION


	1.
	Council to consider reconstitution of the former Urban Redevelopment Agency of the City of Jonesboro and the appointment of the current Jonesboro Downtown Development Authority as the URA Board.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 4/8/2024 6:00 PM
A brief discussion took place regarding the former Urban Redevelopment Agency of the City of Jonesboro and the appointment of the current Jonesboro Downtown Development Authority as the URA Board.
For more investigation, this item will be moved to the April 8, 2024, Regular Session.
	2.
	Council to consider approval of re-appointment of David Allen to the Clayton County Land Bank Authority.


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 4/8/2024 6:00 PM
It was the consensus of the City Council to re-appoint David Allen to the Clayton County Land Bank Authority.  This item will be added to the Consent Agenda on April 8, 2024.
	3.
	Council to consider renewal of a previously approved Variance application, 24-VAR-003, for minimum dwelling sizes by the City of Jonesboro, property owner, and Southern Crescent Habitat for Humanity, applicant, for properties at 214 and 216 King Street (Parcel Nos. 12016A D012 and 12016A D011) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
Next: 4/8/2024 6:00 PM
Community Development Director Allen came forward.  He stated that The City of Jonesboro owns both subject lots at 214 and 216 King Street. Recently, the dilapidated dwellings on both properties were torn down. In an effort to improve the quality of the aging housing stock in the City, Jonesboro is partnering with the Southern Crescent Habitat for Humanity to build quality replacement homes on the two subject properties. Staff has analyzed the site and the house designs and determined that variances are needed for the minimum dwelling size for each. 214 and 216 King Street and the next lot to the east are all zoned R-4, and within the Historic Residential Overlay.  This item will be added to the April 8, 2024, Regular Meeting.
	4.
	Council to consider Alcohol Beverage Pouring license, 24-ALC-002, to dispense beer, wine & distilled spirits at 8274 Tara Boulevard, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is Villa Sports Lounge, LLC.  Stacey Ann Ritchie has requested to be the License Representative.


RESULT:
PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED
Community Development Director came forward to give an overview of the request.  He stated that the The applicant is applying to transfer a consumption on premises of distilled spirits, beer, and wine for the “Jamrock Jerk South” restaurant being relocated to 8274 Tara Blvd from its previous location at 8562 Tara Blvd. The restaurant’s new location should be finished in late spring. It will also have a new name - “Villa Sports Lounge, LLC.” Background: 1. This location currently does not have an Alcohol Beverage License to pour distilled spirits, beer and wine. Applicant has been approved to operate a restaurant at this location, which is in the final stages of construction. 2. The subject restaurant is being relocated to the commercial strip center at 8274 Tara Blvd. Surrounding zoning, general plan land use designations and existing uses are denoted as primarily C-2 (Highway Commercial), with some residential across the street to the east. 3. Purpose. The C-2 highway commercial district is established to accommodate intense retail and service commercial uses along Jonesboro's arterial highways. A broad range of such uses anticipates traffic from surrounding areas traveling through the city and affords a broad segment of the business community access to the large customer volumes associated with such locations. The automobile is the principal means of transit for shoppers in this district, and convenient on-premises parking is a primary concern. Given the value of arterial locations intended to capture heavy retail traffic, such industrial uses as manufacturing, distribution and processing are prohibited in order to reserve high visibility and enhanced access locations for highway commercial uses. 4. Factual. This address has not had alcohol service in the past several years. In moving here, the applicant hopes to take advantage of heavy traffic flow on Tara Boulevard with more visibility than he had at the previous location.  This item will be added to the April 8, 2024, agenda for actions.
	5.
	Council to consider Map Amendment, 24-MA-004 Ord. 2024-004, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located along Tara Boulevard (Parcel No. 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Highway Commercial (C-2) to Multi-Family Residential (RM).


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 4/8/2024 6:00 PM
Staff recommendation: Approval of re-zoning; This rezoning proposal by the applicant is on a small, vacant parcel on Tara Boulevard, in the northern portion of the city between Tara Hill Apartments and the Bank of America at the intersection of Tara Boulevard and Hwy. 138 Spur. The subject property only has to Tara Boulevard. Currently zoned C-2, the owner has expressed a desire to rezone the property to RM in order to combine the parcel with larger parcels to the east for a proposed housing development. The property is too small to be viable as a commercial property, with steep slopes and a stream running through it. Its only realistic use is as greenspace or a buffer area.  
	6.
	Council to consider Map Amendment, 24-MA-003 Ord. 2024-003, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located along North Main Street (Parcel No. 13209C E003), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Mixed-Use (MX) to Multi-Family Residential (RM), for the purposes of a townhome development.  


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 4/8/2024 6:00 PM
Staff recommendation: Approval of re-zoning; This rezoning proposal by the applicant is on a relatively small, vacant parcel west of the junction of North Main Street and Fayetteville Road, in the northern portion of the city across the road from Crane Hardware and the Tara Florist shopping center, and behind the Village Square shopping center. The subject property only has access to North Main Street. Currently zoned M-X, the owner has expressed a desire to rezone the property to RM in order to combine the parcel with larger parcels to the south for a proposed housing development. The property is currently wooded and vacant. At 1.3 acres, with its current mixed use zoning, this property does not have the size to be properly developed as a standalone mixed use development. Also, if developed as a standalone piece, the driveway access to this property would have to be placed in a dangerous location relative to the East Dixie Drive / North Main Street intersection across from the parcel. It is best to combine this parcel with a larger adjacent parcel. Re-zoning Assessment per Sec. 86-374. - Standards of review for Map Amend
	7.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application 24-CU-004, for a townhome development by Fayetteville Gingercake Road LLC, property owner, and Templar Development, applicant, for property along Fayetteville Road, North Main Street, and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13210D B002, 13209C E003, and 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 4/8/2024 6:00 PM
Agency recommendation - Approval (with conditions) of Conditional Use application (also contingent upon approval of Variance application); Last year, a zoning verification form for North Main Street (Parcel 13209D B002 and adjacent parcels 13209C E003 and 13210D B007) for a new townhome community was received, which requires a conditional use permit. The to-be-combined properties would have 11.98 acres total and only contain significant portions of woods and a stream. Assuming rezoning is approved for parcels 13209C E003 and 13210D B007, the property is zoned RM (Multi-family) and only has access to North Main Street and Fayetteville Road (the two roads blend into each other near the subject property). The property is in the extreme northern end of the City and is not in the Historic District or in any Overlay. There are single-family residences along Fayetteville Road to the south of the subject property, the closest on the same side of the street as the development being about one-fifth of a mile from the development and being shielded by trees. Directly across the street and to the north of the development are commercial businesses. The proposal is for 77 townhome units with a price range in the xxxxxxxxx. Several new public streets are proposed with 45-foot-wide rights of way. The same property is also under consideration for variances to certain development standards at the same meeting, which are explained in depth in a separate staff report. Denial of one application would necessitate the denial of the other.
	8.
	Council to consider Variance Application, 24-VAR-002, for certain townhome development standards by Fayetteville Gingercake Road LLC, property owner, and Templar Development, applicant, for property along Fayetteville Road, North Main Street, and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13210D B002, 13209C E003, and 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 4/8/2024 6:00 PM
Agency recommendation - Approval (with conditions) of Variance application (also contingent upon approval of Conditional use application); Last year, a zoning verification form for North Main Street (Parcel 13209D B002 and adjacent parcels 13209C E003 and 13210D B007) for a new townhome community was received, which requires a conditional use permit. The to-be-combined properties would have 11.98 acres total and only contain significant portions of woods and a stream. Assuming rezoning is approved for parcels 13209C E003 and 13210D B007, the property is zoned RM (Multi-family) and only has access to North Main Street and Fayetteville Road (the two roads blend into each other near the subject property). The property is in the extreme northern end of the City and is not in the Historic District or in any Overlay. There are single-family residences along Fayetteville Road to the south of the subject property, the closest on the same side of the street as the development being about one-fifth of a mile from the development and being shielded by trees. Directly across the street and to the north of the development are commercial businesses. The proposal is for 77 townhome units with a price range in the xxxxxxxxx. Several new public streets are proposed with 45-foot-wide rights of way. The same property is also under consideration for variances to certain development standards at the same meeting. Denial of one application would necessitate the denial of the other.
	9.
	Council to consider approval of appointment of five (5) members to the Design Review Commission, Chapter 2 – Administration, Article VIII, Boards, Commissions, and Authorities, Division 2.  Bonnie Shekarabi for a 3-year term expiring 4/8/27, Kimberly Lightford for a 3-year term expiring 4/8/27, Barbara Casey Lane for a 2-year term expiring 4/8/26, Ricky McKenzie for a 2-year term expiring 4/8/26, and 
Erica Zakamarek for a 1-year term expiring 4/8/25.


RESULT:
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM
Next: 4/8/2024 6:00 PM
Sec. 2-304. - Membership, terms, and quorum. (a) The commission shall consist of five members appointed by the mayor and ratified by the city council. All members shall be either taxpayers residing in the city or an owner or operator of a business located within Clayton County and shall be persons who have demonstrated special interest, experience or education in zoning, planning and design-related matters. A little different standard - you could serve if you own or operate a business in Clayton County. The following four former members have reapplied for the Design Review Commission and meet the business standard: Bonnie Shekarabi, Barbars Casey Lane, Ricky McKenzie, and Kimberly Lightford. The following potential new member has applied for the Design Review Commission and meets the business standard: Erica Lanell Zakamarek If these five are appointed, the terms are staggered to prevent the entire Board having to be re-appointed at once and causing a delay in reviews by not having a working quorum (3) at any given time. 3-year term expiring 4/8/27 3-year term expiring 4/8/27 2-year term expiring 4/8/26 2-year term expiring 4/8/26 1-year term expiring 4/8/25
	10.
	Discussion of the Kentucky Derby.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 4/8/2024 6:00 PM
Economic Development Director Simpson came forward to give an overview regarding the upcoming Kentucky Derby and the partnership the Cigar Parlor.  The Cigar Parlor will be hosting the Kentucky Derby.
	11.
	Discussion Regarding Internship Program.


RESULT:
OLD BUSINESS
Next: 4/8/2024 6:00 PM
Councilman A. Dixon stated that he would like to see how the council feel about the roles, responsibilities and compensation for the interns participating in the Internship Program.  Councilman A. Dixon wants to ensure that the council is on board with the value and the need for the program.
Mayor Sartor stated that the city council will have to decide between a paid or unpaid internship program.
Councilman A. Dixon inquired “how can we get to a paid internship program.”
Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that before a decision is made, she would like for the city to hire a finance director first, so that a proper source of funding can be identified.
12.  Introduction of New Employees.

1.
Mr. Gregory Warren - Chief Code Enforcement Officer
2.
Bryant Robinson - Assistant Code Enforcement Officer
	VI.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


A.  Executive Session Regarding Personnel matters

B.  Consider any action (s) if necessary, based on decisions (s) made in the Executive Session

	VII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn 6:54 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

ABSENT:
Miller

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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