CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
April 8, 2024 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, April 8, 2024. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Asjah Miller
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Christopher Cato
	Interim Police Chief
	Present
	

	Maria Wetherington
	Operation Manager
	Present
	

	Shelby Bentley
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	LaTonya Wiley
	City Attorney
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION


	Mayor Sartor read an insightful, soul-searching short story regarding an egg, a potato and a tea bag being boiled in hot water and the end results for each.


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the April 8, 2024, Regular Session Agenda.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

With that below revisions:
Removing #9 - Discussion Regarding Internship Program.
Addition of Economic Development Report.
	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	NO PRESENTATIONS


	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding renewal of a previously approved Variance application, 24-VAR-003, for minimum dwelling sizes by the City of Jonesboro, property owner, and Southern Crescent Habitat for Humanity, applicant, for properties at 214 and 216 King Street (Parcel Nos. 12016A D012 and 12016A D011) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding renewal of a previously approve variance application 24-VAR-003, for minimum dwelling sizes by the City of Jonesboro and Southern Crescent Habitat for Humanity, applicant for properties at 214 and 215 King Street.
Ms. Jenkins with Habitat for Humanity came forward to speak in favor of the request.
The Public Hearing was duly closed.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Alcohol Beverage Pouring license, 24-ALC-002, to dispense beer, wine & distilled spirits at 8274 Tara Boulevard, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is Villa Sports Lounge, LLC.  Stacey Ann Ritchie has requested to be the License Representative.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding pouring license, 24-ALC-002, to dispense alcoholic beverages at 8274 Tara Blvd., Jonesboro, GA. As there were no one present to speak for or against the request.
The Public Hearing was duly closed.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	IX.
	
MINUTES


	NONE


	X.
	
CONSENT AGENDA

	1.
	Council to consider approval of appointment of five (5) members to the Design Review Commission, Chapter 2 – Administration, Article VIII, Boards, Commissions, and Authorities, Division 2.  Bonnie Shekarabi for a 3-year term expiring 4/8/27, Kimberly Lightford for a 3-year term expiring 4/8/27, Barbara Casey Lane for a 2-year term expiring 4/8/26, Ricky McKenzie for a 2-year term expiring 4/8/26, and 
Erica Zakamarek for a 1-year term expiring 4/8/25.


Bonnie Shekarabi (3-year term) expiration 4-8-27
Kimberly Lightford (3-year term) expiration 4-8-27
Barbara Casey Lane (2-year term) expiration 4-8-26
Ricky McKenzie (2-year term) expiration 4-8-26
Erica Zakamarek (1-year term) expiration 4-8-25
	2.
	Council to consider approval of re-appointment of David Allen to the Clayton County Land Bank Authority.


David Allen to continue to serve on the Clayton County Land Bank Authority.
	XI.	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider reconstitution of the former Urban Redevelopment Agency of the City of Jonesboro and the appointment of the current Jonesboro Downtown Development Authority as the URA Board.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	2.
	Council to consider renewal of a previously approved Variance application, 24-VAR-003, for minimum dwelling sizes by the City of Jonesboro, property owner, and Southern Crescent Habitat for Humanity, applicant, for properties at 214 and 216 King Street (Parcel Nos. 12016A D012 and 12016A D011) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Agency recommendation - Approval of Variance application, with conditions; The City of Jonesboro owns both subject lots at 214 and 216 King Street. Recently, the dilapidated dwellings on both properties were torn down. In an effort to improve the quality of the aging housing stock in the City, Jonesboro is partnering with the Southern Crescent Habitat for Humanity to build quality replacement homes on the two subject properties. Staff has analyzed the site and the house designs and determined that variances are needed for the minimum dwelling size for each. 214 and 216 King Street and the next lot to the east are all zoned R-4, and within the Historic Residential Overlay.
	3.
	Council to consider Alcohol Beverage Pouring license, 24-ALC-002, to dispense beer, wine & distilled spirits at 8274 Tara Boulevard, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is Villa Sports Lounge, LLC.  Stacey Ann Ritchie has requested to be the License Representative.


RESULT:
DEFEATED [4 TO 2]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

NAYS:
A. Dixon, Miller

After a discussion regarding the request, the request was denied.
	4.
	Council to consider Map Amendment, 24-MA-004 Ord. 2024-004, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located along Tara Boulevard (Parcel No. 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Highway Commercial (C-2) to Multi-Family Residential (RM).


RESULT:
APPROVED [4 TO 2]
MOVER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Miller, Powell

NAYS:
Messick, Lester

	5.
	Council to consider Map Amendment, 24-MA-003 Ord. 2024-003, to the Official Zoning Map for rezoning of property located along North Main Street (Parcel No. 13209C E003), Jonesboro, Ga 30236 from Mixed-Use (MX) to Multi-Family Residential (RM), for the purposes of a townhome development.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [4 TO 2]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Miller, Powell

NAYS:
Messick, Lester

	6.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application 24-CU-004, for a townhome development by Fayetteville Gingercake Road LLC, property owner, and Templar Development, applicant, for property along Fayetteville Road, North Main Street, and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13210D B002, 13209C E003, and 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [4 TO 2]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Miller, Powell

NAYS:
Messick, Lester

	7.
	Council to consider Variance Application, 24-VAR-002, for certain townhome development standards by Fayetteville Gingercake Road LLC, property owner, and Templar Development, applicant, for property along Fayetteville Road, North Main Street, and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 13210D B002, 13209C E003, and 13210D B007), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [4 TO 2]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Miller, Powell

NAYS:
Messick, Lester

	8.
	Discussion Regarding Internship Program.


RESULT:
WITHDRAWN
Councilman A. Dixon requested to remove the item from the agenda for more information.
	9.
	Discussion of the Kentucky Derby.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

The owner of the Cigar Parlor came forward to express the benefits of the partnership between the DDA/Main Street for the upcoming Kentucky Derby.
	XII.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Consideration and Action regarding fee waiver for the Clayton County Sheriff's Office to hold a 5K run (3.1 miles) on April 27, 2024, starting at 7:00AM.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Mayor Sartor stated this is the first time for this race they are requesting street closures. The race will start at 7:00 a.m. and will last approximately 2.5 hours.  The race is not for political gain - the Sheriff’s Office is in partnership with a nearby gym. The Sheriff’s Department will provide everything needed for the race.
Councilman Lester requested that the race route be made available to the public.
	XIII.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


A.  Economic Deveplop Update.

Economic Development Director came forward and gave an Economic Development Report.
B.  City Manager's Report

City Manager Seddrick came forward and stated that today is his 36th day anniversary. He stated that the staff has been great. He continued to give a list of his accomplishments within the 36 days.
C.  Mayor's Report

Mayor Sartor introduced new employee - Fuemci Simon, IT Manager
Mayor Sartor gave a recap from the recent Mayor and City Council Retreat. She stated that the 4 areas of focus was the following:
Continue to seek grant assistance
A Human Resource Department or a dedicated employee
Determining how to get a library into the city
Addressing Park and Recreation concerns
Eclipse Viewing Party - we gave away 60 pairs of glasses
Mayor gave updates of upcoming events
	XIV.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Councilman A. Dixon  - Thanked everyone for attendance at tonight's meeting.  He also, thanked everyone for supporting the youth government's fundraiser at Skate Zone. $1040.00 was raised.
Councilman Lester - 
Thanked all the employees for doing a good job.  He stated that we had a great retreat.
Councilwoman Miller - 
Stated that the retreat was an eye opener. Thanks to all that took part in planning the retreat.


	XV.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Motion to enter Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the potential litigation, real estate, or personnel matters at 7:34 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

2.
Motion to reconvene the Regular Session at 7:47 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

3.  Actions based on decisions made in the Executive Session.

1.  Motion to approve the nomination of hiring Frederick Quinton as the City of Jonesboro's Director of Finance with the compensentation discussed in Executive Session.

2.
Motion to approve the nomination of hiring Todd Coyt as the City of Jonesboro's Chief of Police with the compensentation discussed in Executive Session.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	XVI.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn at 7:48 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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