CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
May 13, 2024 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, May 13, 2024. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Asjah Miller
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Todd Coyt
	Police Chief
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	Shelby Bentley
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	LaTonya Wiley
	City Attorney
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION


	Pastor Michael Bridges came forward and gave the invocation.


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the May 13, 2024, agenda with revisions.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Moving item #2 (Presentation proclaiming the City of Jonesboro as a Purple Heart City) from presentations to New Business.
Addition of the following items under New Business:
- Finance Update
- Support for Jonesboro High School 
	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	1.
	Presentation of academic awards to Clayton County School students from Mayor Sartor.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Mayor Sartor and Mayor Pro Tem Messick came forward and presented the following academic awards:
	Arnold Elementary  
	Landon Tran  Top 5th Grader 

	Suder Elementary 
	Lyrik Handy Top 5th Grader

	Lee Street Elementary
	Gerardo Sanchez-Gomora Top 5th Grader

	Jonesboro Middle School
	Adriana Mayo Top 8th Grader

	2.
	Discussion and presentation proclaiming the City of Jonesboro as a Purple Heart City.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Item moved to New Business for approval.
	3.
	Presentation of Proclamation honoring the 55th Annual Professional Municipal Clerks Week.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk and Pat Daniel, Deputy City Clerk came forward to receive proclamation.
	4.
	Proclamation designating the week of May 19-25, 2024, as National Public Works Week in the City of Jonesboro.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
John Burdin, Public Works Director came forward to receive proclamation.
	5.
	Proclamation recognizing the month of May 2024 as National Cities, Towns and Village Month.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
	VII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit application 24-CU-008 for a restaurant and event center by Reginald Howard / Mastermind Initiatives Inc., property owner, and Altimese Dees / The Real Estate Gallery of Georgia LLC / The Guest House Circa 1913 LLC, applicant, for property at 108 Williamson Mill Road (Parcel No. 13240B A006) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the public hearing to consider conditional use permit application 24-CU-008 for an event/workshop center.  There was no one present to speak for or against the request.  Mayor duly closed the hearing.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application 24-CU-007 for an Air BnB / short term rental by Mel & Ros Investment LLC, property owner, and Laurie Solano, applicant, for property at 135 North Avenue (Parcel No. 13240A D002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	Ms. Solano came forward to speak in favor of the request for an Air BnB for property at 135 North Avenue.  Ms. Solano went over the list of house rules for the property. Quiet hours will be from 10:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.  The property will be monitored by security cameras.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-006, for an Air BnB / short term rental by Cristian Solano-Badilla / Katamy Revolution LLC, property owner, and Laurie Solano, applicant, for property at 139 Smith Street (Parcel No. 13241A B004), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
4.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-005, for an accessory guest quarters / mother-in-law suite by Dr. Donya L. Sartor, property owner and applicant, for property at 183 Lee Street (Parcel No. 13240C D006), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

	Mayor Sartor recused herself from presiding over the agenda item and turned the meeting over to Mayor Pro Tem Messick.  Mayor Sartor stepped out of the meeting.
Ms. Carter, real estate broker and Mr. King, real estate specialist came forward to speak in favor of the request.  
Ms. Fox - a resident of Jonesboro came forward to speak in favor of the request.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick closed the hearing.


5.
Public Hearing regarding re-adoption of the Official Zoning Map for the City of Jonesboro, 24-MA-005, Ord. 2024-008.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding  re-adoption of the Official Zoning Map for the City of Jonesboro, 24-MA-005, Ord. 2024-008. There were no one present to speak in favor or against the request. The Public Hearing was duly closed


6.
Public Hearing regarding proposed text amendment to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, 24-TA-001, Ord. 2024-005, regarding updates and revisions to “Table of Uses Allowed by Zoning District”, Section 86-204, of Article VI – Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the public hearing.  There was no one present to speak for or against the request.  Mayor duly closed the hearing.


7.
Public Hearing regarding proposed text amendment to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, 24-TA-002 Ord. 2024-006, regarding updates and revisions to Article VI – Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the public hearing.  There was no one present to speak for or against the request.  Mayor duly closed the hearing.


8.
Public Hearing regarding proposed text amendment to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, 24-TA-003, Ord. 2024-007, regarding updates and revisions to Article XVII – Additional Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the public hearing.  There was no one present to speak for or against the request.  Mayor duly closed the hearing.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	IX.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the March 11, 2024 Regular Meeting.
Councilman A. Dixon requested a revision to the minutes.
Adding Bridgett Mcdonald's as the presenters from Clayton State.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the March 20, 2024 Special Called Meeting.
Minutes were approved as presented.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

3.  Consideration of the Minutes of the April 1, 2024 Work Session.
Minutes were approved as presented
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

4.  Consideration of the Minutes of the April 8, 2024 Regular Meeting.
Minutes were approved as presented
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

5.  Consideration of the Minutes of the May 6, 2024 Work Session.
Minutes were approved as presented
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	X.
	
CONSENT AGENDA

	1.
	Adoption of the Civility Resolution, 24-RES-001, Ord. 2024-009.


	2.
	Appointment of four (4) members to the Historic Preservation Commission, Chapter 42, Article 2, - Jule Segner for a 3-year term expiring 5/13/27; Mary Bruce for a 3-year term expiring 5/13/27; Shuntae Lawrence for a 2-year term expiring 5/13/26; and Penny Fauscett for a 2-year term expiring 5/13/26.


If these four are appointed, the terms are staggered to prevent the entire Board having to be re-appointed at once and causing a delay in reviews by not having a working quorum (3) at any given time.
3-year term expiring 5/13/27 (Jule Segner)
3-year term expiring 5/13/27
2-year term expiring 5/13/26
2-year term expiring 5/13/26
1-year term expiring 8/14/24 (Laura Dupuis existing term)
	XI.	
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT 


	Economic Development Director Andrew Simpson came forward and gave economic development updates.


	XII.
	
NEW BUSINESS


1.  Financial Update

Mr. Fredrick Quinn came forward and stated that this is my 11th day on the job.  He stated that the city went without a Finance Director for 90 days, so there's a lot of general ledger entries that must be made. Currently, we’re in the process of updating everything.  Hopefully by Friday (5/24/24) everything will be updated, and we drill down to see our status. So far, with the 2024 budget there’s no overages and we’re tracking well.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick requested a Financial Staff Report from February to present.
2.
Motion to approve the designation of Jonesboro as a Purple Heart City and to present a proclamation to the Purple Heart Foundation.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

The council approved for Jonesboro to be designated as a Purple Heart City.  
Members of the Purple Heart Foundation was present including: Commander Wayne Collins, Commander Pamela Thomure, and Representative Rhonda Borough 
The presentation of the proclamation was made.  The Purple Heart Foundation presented the City with a certificate designating Jonesboro as a Purple Heart City.
3.
Motion to approve a $500.00 sponsorship to Jonesboro High School Basketball team.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that she was contacted by coach Melvin from Jonesboro High School regarding the basketball team’s fundraising efforts.  The basketball team is sponsoring a golf tournament to support the team’s travel to many different tournaments.  The fundraising golf tournament will be held on July 12, 2024.  The city has supported the basketball team in the past.
Mayor Sartor stated that we will commit to placing a team of 4 for a cost of $500 into the tournament and if there's additional sponsorship it would be divided amongst the council equally to be taken from their initiative fund.
Attorney stated that this is a public benefit, therefore this is not considered to be a gratuity.
	XIII.
	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Reopening of April 8, 2024 Denial of Alcohol Pouring License for Jamrock South (Villa Sports Lounge) 24-ALC-002.


RESULT:
APPROVED [3 TO 2]
MOVER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, Lester, Miller

NAYS:
D. Dixon, Powell

ABSTAIN:
Messick

Attorney Wiley explained that the agenda item does not constitute a new hearing. It was realized that the City’s Code of ordinances requires a stated reason for a denial.  There was no stated reason for the denial, so the item was placed back on the agenda for a clearly stated reason for the denial. A denial of the alcohol license must be based on one of the listed criteria below:
1. Completed application with appropriate fees.
2. Fingerprinting.
3. Approved background check.
4.  Survey showing compliance with approved setback distances from certain uses, based on:
City Attorney stated that the applicant has meet procedural criteria and based on Section 6-49 of the code of ordinances states that In determining whether or not any application shall be granted and a license issued, the mayor and city council shall also consider the following information in the public interest and welfare:
(1) If the license representative or any individual listed on the application or partner has ever violated any federal, state, city or county law or regulation regarding alcoholic beverages and illegal drugs, their sale, consumption, distribution or manufacture;
(2) The manner in which the license representative or any individual listed on the application or partner has conducted any business within the city as to the necessity for unusual law enforcement observation and inspection in order to prevent the violation of any law, regulation or ordinance or as to the necessity for city action to compel the applicant's and/or licensee's adherence to any city law, regulation or ordinance;
(3) The location for which the license is sought as to traffic congestion, public safety, the general character of the neighborhood and the effect of such an operation on surrounding property values;
(4) Whether the license representative or any individual listed on the application or partner has ever had an alcoholic beverage or business license suspended or revoked by the state or any political subdivision thereof; and
(5) Whether the applicant is in compliance with all provisions of this chapter and the application meets the requirements of this chapter.
Councilman Dixon inquired about the maximum occupancy space allowed for the establishment and the need for adequate parking.
Community Development Director stated that the applicant has met all the zoning requirements.
Councilwoman Miller stated that based on the requirements in code section 6-49, we do not have a cause to deny the request.  She motioned to approve the request.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick requested Councilwoman Miller to amend her motion to table the  item to receive additional information.  
Councilwoman Miller did not amend her motion to approve the request of Alcohol Pouring License for Jamrock South (Villa Sports Lounge) 24-ALC-002.
	2.
	Council to consider re-adoption of the Official Zoning Map for the City of Jonesboro, 24-MA-005, Ord. 2024-008.


RESULT:
APPROVED [4 TO 2]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Miller, Powell

NAYS:
Messick, Lester

	3.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit application 24-CU-008 for an event / workshop center by Reginald Howard / Mastermind Initiatives Inc., property owner, and Altimese Dees / The Real Estate Gallery of Georgia LLC / The Guest House Circa 1913 LLC, applicant, for property at 108 Williamson Mill Road (Parcel No. 13240B A006) Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Item was approved with conditions.
Update for 5.13.24 Meeting: - No restaurant planned anymore. - Most “events” would be workshops / seminars etc. tied to her real estate office. - Liquor would not be a constant at building. Certain events could involve a bartender bringing alcohol, which would require a City special event permit. - Council brought up possibility of sharing parking from old City Hall property next door. Based on the update, the following revised approval conditions should apply: 1. Use of Massengale Park playground and pavilion is prohibited. 2. No parking on the street is allowed. 3. All ADA access requirements must be met. 4. Sprinkler system may be required per Fire Marshal requirements. 5. Any alcohol service requires separate approval and must conform to the requirements of Chapter 6, Alcoholic Beverages. 6. Any shared parking arrangement with adjacent City property shall be defined in a written agreement.
	4.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application 24-CU-007 for an Air BnB / short term rental by Mel & Ros Investment LLC, property owner, and Laurie Solano, applicant, for property at 135 North Avenue (Parcel No. 13240A D002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
DENIED [4 TO 2]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, Lester, Miller, Powell

NAYS:
A. Dixon, D. Dixon

Councilwoman Miller inquired about how long the Air BnB has been in operation.
The applicant stated that approximately 6 months.
Motion to deny carried 4:2.
	5.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-006, for an Air BnB / short term rental by Cristian Solano-Badilla / Katamy Revolution LLC, property owner, and Laurie Solano, applicant, for property at 139 Smith Street (Parcel No. 13241A B004), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [3 TO 3]
MOVER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, Lester, Miller

NAYS:
Messick, D. Dixon, Powell

Mayor Sartor cast the tie breaking vote in favor of 139 Smith Street Air BnB.
	6.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-005, for an accessory guest quarters / mother-in-law suite by Dr. Donya L. Sartor, property owner and applicant, for property at 183 Lee Street (Parcel No. 13240C D006), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Community Development Director came forward and stated that the and stated that several years ago, guest quarters / mother-in-law suites were required to have a conditional use permit, as an added control measure to regulate their size, etc. The following conditions apply to these accessory dwelling units: Sec. 86-650. - Guest Quarters / Mother-in-law Suites, accessory to principal dwelling. The property owner will use the dwelling for a family member. 
The following conditions are assigned in the R-2, R-4, H-1, H-2, and MX districts and the request meets all conditions.
(1) Shall only be located in the rear yard of the principal dwelling.
(2) Shall not be located on a lot without a principal dwelling. 
(3) Maximum dwelling size (heated) shall be 750 square feet. 
(4) Shall match exterior style, color, and material. The proposed guest quarters complies with all of these conditions. The proposed guest quarters will be behind and on the same lot as the applicant’s main residence. The heated area is proposed to be 612 square feet. The unheated, non-living area (garage / shop and patio) will be 1164 square feet, for a grand total of 1776 square feet. The guest quarters will be roughly the same exterior style and color as the main residence and will not be fully seen from the street.
Community Development Director stated that the question came up regarding the property being used as a rental unit in the future.  He stated that the requirements can be amended to state that (1) the unit cannot be used as a rental unit (2) the unit must be reviewed and approved by the Design Review & Historic Preservation Committees (3) Unit is not approved for short term rental or Air BnB. 
This item was approved with conditions.
	7.
	Further discussion regarding proposed text amendment to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, 24-TA-002 Ord. 2024-006, regarding updates and revisions to Article VI – Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 6/3/2024 6:00 PM
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Item was tabled for the purpose to allow council additional time to review.
Items to be added to the June 3, Work Session.
	8.
	Further discussion regarding proposed text amendment to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, 24-TA-001, Ord. 2024-005, regarding updates and revisions to “Table of Uses Allowed by Zoning District”, Section 86-204, of Article VI – Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.  


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 6/3/2024 6:00 PM
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Item was tabled for the purpose to allow council additional time to review.
	9.
	Further discussion regarding proposed text amendment to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, 24-TA-003, Ord. 2024-007, regarding updates and revisions to Article XVII – Additional Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.  


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
Next: 6/3/2024 6:00 PM
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Item was tabled for the purpose to allow council additional time to review.
	XIV.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Mayor Pro Tem Messick
- 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Mother's Day.
Councilwoman Miller

-
Thanks to staff for work on this past Saturday's event.
Councilman Lester

-
Thanks to staff and Happy belated Mother's Day.
Councilman A. Dixon

-
Reminded everyone of the Jonesboro Youth Government meeting & acknowledgement of Board members.


	XV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	City Manager Seddrick Hill stated that he did not have a report, but will be submitting a 60-Day report for the council.
Mayor Sartor reminded the council of the May 23rd Senior Citizen Event in the Community Room.
She requested the City Council to check their emails daily.


	XVI.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing real estate, potential litigation or personnel matters at 8:17 PM.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

2.
Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session

	No Official Actions Taken during Executive Session.


	XVII.
	
ADJOURNMENT at 8:17 PM.


DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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