CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
June 10, 2024 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, June 10, 2024. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Asjah Miller
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Absent
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Absent
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Todd Coyt
	Police Chief
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	Shelby Bentley
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	LaTonya Wiley
	City Attorney
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - PASTOR WENDELL WEBB, JONESBORO FIRST BAPTIST


	Pastor Webb was not present for the meeting.


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt June 10, 2024, meeting agenda as presented.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	VI.
	
PRESENTATIONS


	1.
	Presentation of Recycling Proclamation.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
	VII.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	Mr. Cedric came forward to speak about a dumpster issue that he is experiencing with his restaurant located at 118 S. Main Street.


	VIII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-009, for an event center by Patricia Okwuosa, property owner, and Christina Brown, applicant, for property at 242 Stockbridge Road (Parcel No. 12017D B003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Pro Tem Messick opened the public hearing regarding a Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-009, for an event center by Patricia Okwuosa, property owner, and Christina Brown, applicant, for property at 242 Stockbridge Road (Parcel No. 12017D B003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. Applicant Christina Brown came forward to speak in favor of the request. The hearing was duly closed.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-010, for a convenience store by Theory Hospitality LLC, property owner, and Vishvakarma Prabhu LLC, applicant, for property at 220 Jonesboro Road (Parcel No. 12048A I009A), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Pro Tem Messick opened the public hearing regarding a Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-010, for a convenience store by Theory Hospitality LLC, property owner, and Vishvakarma Prabhu LLC, applicant, for property at 220 Jonesboro Road (Parcel No. 12048A I009A), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  Being that there were no one present to speak in favor or against the request, the hearing was duly close.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-011, for an after-school at-risk program by Advantage Property Management, property owner, and Tiffany Frazier / Della Thornton, applicants, for property at 8712 Tara Blvd. (Parcel No. 05242B A002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

	At this time, Mayor Pro Tem Messick opened the public hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-011, for an after-school at-risk program by Advantage Property Management, property owner, and Tiffany Frazier / Della Thornton, applicants, for property at 8712 Tara Blvd. (Parcel No. 05242B A002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. Being that there were no one present to speak in favor or against the request, the hearing was duly close.


	IX.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the May 13, 2024 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the June 3, 2024 Work Session.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	X.
	
FINANCIAL REPORT


	Finance Director Frederick Quinn came forward to give a Financial Report for the period ending May 31, 2024.
General Fund Revenue- As of the current operating period, revenue recognized in the general fund is $2,259,074 or 29.8% of the $7,580,200 budget revenue for FY 2024
Confiscated Assets Funds Revenue- Federal and State confiscated Assets reflect all current activity related to revenues received from court dispositions of state and federal cases. Year to date $15,433.24 in Federal funds are recognized in 2024.  The funds are restricted for Public Safety initiatives as outlined by the Equitable Assets Sharing guidelines - https://www.justice.gov/criminal-afmls/file/794696/download.  As of this report, no funds have been appropriated or expended. Police department leadership will be advised to review their unbudgeted needs to determine the best use of these restricted funds in FY 2025 budget process.  
ARPA Funds Revenue year to date reflects that $1,852,991 awarded has been received in the city’s accounts.  The use of these resources were outlined in the directives of council. Resources are being managed to assure all funds are committed and expended per council directives and SLPRF guidelines. Revenue is deferred until expenditures are incurred. 
Hotel Motel Fund Revenue Georgia law authorizes a Hotel-Motel Tax under various conditions. The city is required to expend the taxes collected in strict accordance with the provisions of the specific authorizations in the Georgia Code. Clayton County Visitors Bureau receives a monthly payment of all restricted funds. 
Technology Fund Revenue records inflow of receipts from Court activity and disbursements related to the ongoing IT support services contract with 3rd party IT support, currently VC3 and NetPlanner.  
Solid Waste Fund Revenue records proceeds from annual Sanitation and Refuse invoices.  The annual sanitation fee revenue is included on the city tax bill and is due at the same time as the property tax bill.   
General Fund Expense- For the FY 2024 operating period ending May 31, 2024, expenditures recorded year to date are $3,065,753. Total expensed and encumbered to date represents the use of 40.4% of expense budget for FY 2024. 
Confiscated Assets Funds Expenses - Federal and State confiscated reflect all current activity related to revenues received from court dispositions. No funds were expended as of May 2024.  
ARPA Funds Expenses year to date total expense is $1,309,615 a total of $543,376 remains to be obligated and expended. The expenditures align with the directives of the governing body. Resources are being managed to assure all funds are obligated by December 2024 and expended by December 2026 per council directives and SLPRF guidelines.
Hotel Motel Fund Expenses are trending as budgeted. The expense activity reflects the monthly remittance of restricted funds that are sent to Clayton County Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
Technology Fund Expenses records inflow of receipts from Court activity and disbursements related to the ongoing IT support services contract. NetPlanner replaced VC3.
Solid Waste Fund Expenses   Expenditures in this fund are directly related to the operations that are needed to provide solid waste services to the citizens of Jonesboro.  These expenses include salaries, professional disposal services and other operating costs. 
Councilman A. Dixon inquired about the remaining ARPA Funds.  The Finance Director stated that as of now, the funds have not been allocated for anything.  The Community Development Director stated that the majority of the funds was allocated for the public works building.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick inquired about the IT budget vs the ARPA budget.  She stated that a large funding amount was designated to IT for communications.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that for the past two years, there have been many hands involved with the city’s finances. She stated that she is making a motion for a forensic audit of the city's finances from January 2024 through May 2024.  The audit will be conducted by Eberhardt, LLC.
Attorney Wiley stated that the motion would need to be to “amend the agenda” to add consideration of hiring Eberhardt, LLC for the purpose of conducting a forensic audit of the city’s finances.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that we’re still in the discussion of finances.
Attorney Wiley stated that the agenda would need to be amended for the approval of the agreement.
ACTION
At this time, Mayor Pro Tem Messick Motioned to amend the agenda to add “Consideration of an agreement with Eberhardt, LLC for the purpose of conducting a forensic audit of the city’s finances, said motion was seconded by Councilman D. Dixon.
DISCUSSION:
Councilwoman Miller asked how you went about choosing Eberhardt, LLC and what is the payment amount.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that firm is in Macon, Georgia and she received 60 references from other municipalities regarding Eberhardt, LLC.  She also stated that she has a letter of engagement for the council and mayor to sign.
Finance Director Quinn stated that the city will need to follow the proper procurement process.  He stated that if amount is over $5000 - 3 bids are required.  If the amount is over $15,000 the governing body will have to approve.
Councilwoman Miller inquired about the cost.  The letter of engagement, and if the city would be foregoing the bid process based on the references that were received? She expressed concerns regarding moving forward without knowing the cost for the forensic audit.
It was determined that the auditor would charge $225.00 per hour. 
A brief discussion took place regarding the possibility of obtaining a lower cost for the audit.  Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated this is urgent based on the city receiving federal funding.
Finance Director Quinn recommended updating internal policies.
Councilman D. Dixon stated that if the amount for the audit do not exceed $5000.00 - there’s no need for the 3 bids.
Finance Director stated that it’s not good practice to enter an agreement without receiving quotes for negotiation.
Attorney Wiley stated that she agrees with the Finance Director, but if it’s the council’s will to move forward, the motion should include a “Not to Exceed” amount.
Councilwoman Miller inquired about the city’s auditor - Fulton & Kozack.  Finance Director Quinn stated that the city has requested an extension from Fulton & Kozack until 12/30/204.  
If the intent is to move forward, the motion will need to be under $5000.00.  
ACTION:
Mayor Pro Tem Messick amended the motion to cap the agreement with Eberhardt, LLC not to exceed $4,999.99 for conducting a forensic audit. 


1.
Consideration of Hiring Eberhardt, LLC to conduct a forsenic audit of the city's finances - not to exceed $4,999.99.

RESULT:
APPROVED [5 TO 1]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

NAYS:
Miller

DISCUSSION:
Councilwoman Miller asked how you went about choosing Eberhardt, LLC and what is the payment amount.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated that firm is in Macon, Georgia and she received 60 references from other municipalities regarding Eberhardt, LLC.  She also stated that she has a letter of engagement for the council and mayor to sign.
Finance Director Quinn stated that the city will need to follow the proper procurement process.  He stated that if amount is over $5000 - 3 bids are required.  If the amount is over $15,000 the governing body will have to approve.
Councilwoman Miller inquired about the cost.  The letter of engagement, and if the city would be foregoing the bid process based on the references that were received? She expressed concerns regarding moving forward without knowing the cost for the forensic audit.
It was determined that the auditor would charge $225.00 per hour. 
A brief discussion took place regarding the possibility of obtaining a lower cost for the audit.  Mayor Pro Tem Messick stated this is urgent based on the city receiving federal funding.
Finance Director Quinn recommended updating internal policies.
Councilman D. Dixon stated that if the amount for the audit do not exceed $5000.00 - there’s no need for the 3 bids.
Finance Director stated that it’s not good practice to enter an agreement without receiving quotes for negotiation.
Attorney Wiley stated that she agrees with the Finance Director, but if it’s the council’s will to move forward, the motion should include a “Not to Exceed” amount.
Councilwoman Miller inquired about the city’s auditor - Fulton & Kozack.  Finance Director Quinn stated that the city has requested an extension from Fulton & Kozack until 12/30/204.  
If the intent is to move forward, the motion will need to be under $5000.00.  
ACTION:
Mayor Pro Tem Messick amended the motion to cap the agreement with Eberhardt, LLC not to exceed $4,999.99 for conducting a forensic audit. The letter of engagement will be shared with council during executive session.
	XI.	
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE


	1.
	Economic Development Report


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Economic Development Director Andrew Simpson came forward and gave an update.
	XII.
	
CONSENT AGENDA

	1.
	Council to approve re-appointment of Jonesboro Housing Authority Members – Larry Ford for a one-year term expiring June 13, 2025, and Janice Stewart for a three-year term expiring June 9, 2027.


Council to approve re-appointment of Jonesboro Housing Authority Members – Larry Ford for a one-year term expiring June 13, 2025, and Janice Stewart for a three-year term expiring June 9, 2027.
	XIII.
	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-009, for an event center by Patricia Okwuosa, property owner, and Christina Brown, applicant, for property at 242 Stockbridge Road (Parcel No. 12017D B003), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [2 TO 4]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
A. Dixon, Miller

NAYS:
Messick, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

Applicant Christina Brown came forward to answer questions regarding her request.
Said motion did not pass.
	2.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-010, for a convenience store by Theory Hospitality LLC, property owner, and Vishvakarma Prabhu LLC, applicant, for property at 220 Jonesboro Road (Parcel No. 12048A I009A), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
DENIED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	3.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-011, for an after-school at-risk program by Advantage Property Management, property owner, and Tiffany Frazier / Della Thornton, applicants, for property at 8712 Tara Blvd. (Parcel No. 05242B A002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Attorney Wiley stated that she did follow as requested by Mayor Pro Tem Messick to see what the exempt status means.  The applicant has a pending exempt status with Bright from the Start.  Attorney Wiley stated that workers at the facility will have to undergo a background check.
Ms. Frazier and Ms. Thornton came forward to answer questions.  Councilwoman Miller asked what the hold was up regarding the exemption status from Bright From the Start. The applicant responded - it was a zoning issue.
Councilwoman Miller motioned to approve the request with the applicant following minimum conditions:
1. Not approved for a full day’s activities. 2. Should not exceed the occupancy set by the Fire Marshal. 3. Shall provide all necessary State and Federal certifications. 4. Shall provide Serv Safe food certification. 5. No other tenant shall occupy the building during the at-risk program’s tenure. In addition, the exemption from Bright From the Start must be in place prior to receiving a business license from the city.
Mayor Pro Tem Messick expressed concerns regarding the ages of the participants 5 yr old - 18 yr old and transportation.  Passenger vans will be transport 
The applicant explain that the students will be in separate rooms.  Younger students and older students will be in different sides of the facility.
The adult to student ratio will go from 1 teacher per 10 students to 1 teacher per 5 students.
If the program extends - it will require a separate application approval.
.
	4.
	Council to consider proposed text amendment to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, 24-TA-001, Ord. 2024-005, regarding updates and revisions to “Table of Uses Allowed by Zoning District”, Section 86-204, of Article VI – Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	5.
	Council to consider proposed text amendment to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, 24-TA-002 Ord. 2024-006, regarding updates and revisions to Article VI – Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	6.
	Council to consider proposed text amendment to the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances, 24-TA-003, Ord. 2024-007, regarding updates and revisions to Article XVII – Additional Conditional Uses, Chapter 86 – Zoning, of the City of Jonesboro Code of Ordinances.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	XIV.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to Consider a 1-year agreement with Lexipol for updating Standard Operating Procedures.


RESULT:
APPROVED [5 TO 0]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

ABSTAIN:
D. Dixon

	2.
	Council to consider proposed street closure of a portion of Church Street on June 23, 2024, for an event hosted by First Baptist Church of Jonesboro.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	3.
	Discussion regarding options for dumpster locations for new restaurants along Main Street and Broad Street.


RESULT:
NO ACTION TAKEN
Council did not vote on the item.  Staff will bring additional information regarding the location of the dumpster.
	4.
	Council to consider Resolution for disposition of King Street Parcels: 214 King Street; 216 King Street; and 0 King Street.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell


Community Development Director David Allen came forward and stated that based on our conversation with the City Attorney, it appears that the most expedient route will involve the City conveying the parcels to the URA and thereafter, the URA can enter purchasing agreement for the purpose of conveying the property to Habitat.
Attorney Wiley stated that the drafted resolution states, “The Jonesboro Urban Redevelopment Authority” and it should read “Urban Redevelopment Agency (URA) of the City of Jonesboro”.  She requested the council to allow her to make the revisions to the resolution prior to the execution of the resolution.
	XV.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	XVI.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	XVII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing real estate, potential litigation or personnel matters

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

2.
Motion to reconvene the Regular Session at 9:30 p.m.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

3.
Motion to approve the Executive Session Affidavit.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

4.
Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session.

RESULT:
APPROVED [4 TO 2]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, D. Dixon, Lester, Powell

NAYS:
A. Dixon, Miller

Motion to terminate the service agreement with Denmark Ashby, LLC. Effective June 30,  2024.
	XVIII.
	
ADJOURNMENT


1.
Motion to adjourn.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Billy Powell, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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