CITY OF JONESBORO

Regular Meeting

1859 CITY CENTER WAY
August 12, 2024 – 6:00 PM

MINUTES

The City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council held their Regular Meeting on Monday, August 12, 2024. The meeting was held at 6:00 PM at the Jonesboro Police Station, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Georgia. 
	I.
	
CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR


	II.
	
ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK


	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Tracey Messick
	Mayor Pro Tem
	Present
	

	Alfred A. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Don D. Dixon
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Bobby Lester
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Asjah Miller
	Councilmember
	Remote
	

	Billy Powell
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Donya Sartor
	Mayor
	Present
	

	Melissa Brooks
	City Clerk
	Present
	

	David Allen
	Community Development Director
	Present
	

	Todd Coyt
	Police Chief
	Present
	

	Pat Daniel
	Assistant City Clerk
	Present
	

	Shelby Bentley
	Executive Assistant
	Present
	

	David Dreyer
	City Attorney
	Present
	


	III.
	
INVOCATION - PASTOR RICHIE HOWARD, FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF JONESBORO


	Pastor Howard was absent.
Mayor Sartor Requested a moment of silence.


	IV.
	
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


	V.
	
ADOPTION OF AGENDA


1.
Motion to adopt the August 12, 2024, meeting agenda with revisions.

RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Mayor Sartor requested to remove Executive Session from the agenda
Councilman A. Dixon requested to remove items under Old Business
#4 - Council to consider proposed Complete Streets Policy and item
#5 - Council to consider the proposed Guaranteed Ride Home from the Agenda.
New Business
Council to consider proposed Economic Development Policy
COUNCILMAN LESTER ENTERED THE MEETING AT 6:20 P.M.
	VI.
	
MAYOR'S PRESENTATION - DEI&B COMMUNITY LEARNING PROJECT


	At this time, Mayor Sartor gave a brief overview of DEI&B Community Learning Project.
Outlining the 3 parts of Empathy
Emotional Empathy - the ability to share or feel how another persons feelings
Cognitive Empathy - the capacity to understand how another persons is feeling and what they're thinking
Compassionate Empathy - the ability to understand how another person is feeling and to be compelled to help them 


	VII.
	
PRESENTATION


A.  Update presentation of Tara Boulevard LCI - Lilian Haddad, Senior Project Manager

Ms. Lilian Haddad came forward and gave an update overview of the Tara Blvd. LCI project.
	VIII.
	
PUBLIC HEARING


1.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-012, for an adult day care by John H. Jones / JHJ Old Morrow LLC, property owner, and Rufina Noragbon, applicant, for property at 7851 Old Morrow Road (Parcel No. 12048B B002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the public hearing regarding a Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-012, for an adult day care by John H. Jones / JHJ Old Morrow LLC, property owner, and Rufina Noragbon, applicant, for property at 7851 Old Morrow Road (Parcel No. 12048B B002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. Ms. Rufina Noragbon came forward to speak in favor of the request. No one came forward to speak against the request.  The Public Hearing was duly closed.


2.
Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-013, for a smoke shop by CRS Center LLC, property owner, and Dawood Ghaleb, applicant, for property at 8025 Tara Boulevard (Parcel No. 13210D A005), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-013, for a smoke shop by CRS Center LLC, property owner, and Dawood Ghaleb, applicant, for property at 8025 Tara Boulevard (Parcel No. 13210D A005), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  No one from the public came forward to speak for or against the request.  The Public Hearing was duly closed.


3.
Public Hearing regarding Variance Application, 24-VAR-003, for development standards for an accessory building by David and Stephanie Garrison, property owners and applicants, for property at 125 North Lake Drive (Parcel No. 12048C B031), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding, Variance Application, 24-VAR-003, for development standards for an accessory building by David and Stephanie Garrison, property owners and applicants, for property at 125 North Lake Drive (Parcel No. 12048C B031), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. Mr. Garrison came forward to speak in favor of the request.  No one from the public was present to speak for or against the request.  The Public Hearing was duly closed.


4.
Public Hearing regarding Variance Application, 24-VAR-004, for development standards for an accessory building by JA Siding SVC LLC / Jose A. Osorio, property owner, and Donna Edwards / Jose Osorio, applicants, for property at 0 Rogers Avenue / Lot 13 (Parcel No. 13209C B002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.

RESULT:
CLOSED
	At this time, Mayor Sartor opened the Public Hearing regarding Variance Application, 24-VAR-004, for development standards for an accessory building by JA Siding SVC LLC / Jose A. Osorio, property owner, and Donna Edwards / Jose Osorio, applicants, for property at 0 Rogers Avenue / Lot 13 (Parcel No. 13209C B002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. Ms. Donna Edwards came forward to speak in favor of the request.  No one from the public came forward to speak in favor or against the request.  The Public Hearing was duly closed.


	IX.
	
PUBLIC COMMENT (PLEASE LIMIT COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES)


	Ashleigh Jenkins
Farmers Market
Arlene Charles

Upcoming Election in 2025
Zion


Farmers Market
Michelle Willis

MTW Foundation
Daniella Avitia

Jonesboro Youth Government


	X.
	
MINUTES


1.  Consideration of the Minutes of the June 10, 2024 Regular Meeting.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

2.  Consideration of the Minutes of the August 5, 2024 Work Session.
RESULT:
ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	XI.	
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT


	1.
	Economic Development Report by Andrew Simpson


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Economic Development Director Andrew Simpson came forward and gave an update report on the following:
Design, Organization, Promotions Economic Vitality
	XII.
	
FINANCIAL REPORT


	1.
	Council to consider unaudited Financial Report period ending July 31, 2024.


RESULT:
DID NOT VOTE
Finance Director Frederick Quinn came forward and gave an unaudited Financial Report for the period ending July 31, 2024.  Financial Director Ed Wall came forward and presented the Governing Body Comparisons of Tax Digest from other municipalities.  He stated that he was sharing with the council as they consider setting the tax rate.
	XIII.
	
CONSENT AGENDA


NO ITEMS FOR THE CONSENT AGENDA.
	XIV.
	
OLD BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider fee waiver for Chairman Turner’s 5K Road Race on August 24, 2024.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	2.
	Council to consider proposed amendments to the Ethics Committee, Article VI, Code of Ethics.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

After a brief discussion regarding the Ethics Committee, Councilman D. Dixon Called for the Question.
Attorney Dreyer explained what “Call the question” - is a subsidiary motion used to end the current discussion and bring the motion on the floor to a vote. It is considered a vote to start a vote.
Councilmembers: Miller, A. Dixon, and Mayor Sartor voted to continue the discussion regarding the Ethics Committee.
Councilmembers: D. Dixon, Lester and Mayor Pro Tem Messick voted in favor of Calling the Question. 
Attorney Dreyer stated that the motion must pass by 2/3 or the votes to carry.
Motion to call for the question - did not carry.
Regarding the 2 Ethics Members appointed by the City Council would require a majority vote by the council.
Candidates are due by September 9, 2024.
The Board would not hear previous grievances. 
Clarity was given by Attorney Dreyer regarding the motion.
Councilman D. Dixon Motioned to approve the current ordinance for the structure of the Board of Ethics with Section 2-224 being Board of Ethics instead of Establishing the Board of Ethics.
City Attorney stated that the amendment would be to Article 6 Code of Ethics, which would cover Sections 2-220 through 2-227.
Councilman D. Dixon withdrew his motion and restated his motion to include - Article 6 of Ethics Sections 2-220 through 2-227.  Councilman D. Dixon added to his motion to adopt Ordinance 2024-009.
	3.
	Council to consider proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure for Elected Officials.


RESULT:
TABLED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Tracey Messick, Mayor Pro Tem

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

Table until September 2024, Regular meeting.
	4.
	Council to consider proposed Complete Streets Policy.


Withdrawn from the agenda
	5.
	Council to consider the proposed Guaranteed Ride Home Program.


Removed from the agenda.
	6.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-012, for an adult day care by John H. Jones / JHJ Old Morrow LLC, property owner, and Rufina Noragbon, applicant, for property at 7851 Old Morrow Road (Parcel No. 12048B B002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	7.
	Council to consider Conditional Use Permit Application, 24-CU-013, for a smoke shop by CRS Center LLC, property owner, and Dawood Ghaleb, applicant, for property at 8025 Tara Boulevard (Parcel No. 13210D A005), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
DENIED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Asjah Miller, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	8.
	Council to consider Variance Application, 24-VAR-003, for development standards for an accessory building by David and Stephanie Garrison, property owners and applicants, for property at 125 North Lake Drive (Parcel No. 12048C B031), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	9.
	Council to consider Variance Application, 24-VAR-004, for development standards for an accessory building by JA Siding SVC LLC / Jose A. Osorio, property owner, and Donna Edwards / Jose Osorio, applicants, for property at 0 Rogers Avenue / Lot 13 (Parcel No. 13209C B002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	10.
	Council to consider Fee Schedule changes, relative to new State requirements regarding building permit fees.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Bobby Lester, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	XV.
	
NEW BUSINESS


	1.
	Council to consider proposed Economic Development Policy.


Removed from the agenda.
	2.
	Council to consider renaming Winn Dixie Dr. to Wayfield Foods Way.


RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Alfred A. Dixon, Councilmember
SECONDER:
Don D. Dixon, Councilmember

AYES:
Messick, A. Dixon, D. Dixon, Lester, Miller, Powell

	XVI.
	
REPORT OF CITY COUNCILMEMBERS


	Councilman D. Dixon - Thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.
Councilwoman Miller - Stated that things was stated at the last council meeting that may have made citizens feel uneasy - It is never okay to let others know what's going on at your residence - whether you home, etc..
Councilman Lester - Thanked David Allen and John Burdin for service to the City.
Councilman A. Dixon - Thanked David and John for their service and thanked everyone for coming out.


	XVII.
	
REPORT OF MAYOR / CITY MANAGER


	Mayor Sartor
Congratulated Councilwoman Miller for the birth of a health baby
Budget meeting are coming up
New City Manager will start on August 26th 
Update regarding visit to Washington, DC (C-Span press conference on Cleaner Greener Jonesboro)
Thanked John Burdin and David Allen for their service.


	XVIII.
	
OTHER BUSINESS


1.
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing potential litigation, real estate or personnel matters.

	Removed from the agenda.


2.
Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in the Executive Session

	XIX.
	
ADJOURNMENT at 8:28 PM.


DR. DONYA L. SARTOR – MAYOR


MELISSA BROOKS – CITY CLERK
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