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CITY OF JONESBORO 

Work Session 

1859 CITY CENTER WAY 

February 5, 2024 – 6:00 PM 

 
NOTE: As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Jonesboro will assist citizens with 
special needs given proper notice to participate in any open meetings of the City of Jonesboro. Please contact the 
City Clerk’s Office via telephone (770-478-3800) should you need assistance.  

Agenda 

I.  CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR 

II.  ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK 

III.  INVOCATION - PASTOR ROBERT TAYLOR, SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH 

IV.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

V.  OTHER BUSINESS 

A.  Executive Session pertaining to employment matters 

B.  Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in Executive Session. 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

VII.  PRESENTATIONS 

VIII.  PUBLIC HEARING 

IX.  WORK SESSION 

1. Discussion regarding possible minimum wage increase for hourly City workers. 
 

2. Discussion regarding a certain tract of land to be de-annexed from the City into unincorporated Clayton 
County pursuant to a signed petition.  Tract of land lying and being in the City of Jonesboro, Georgia, as 
described in Deed Book 10846, Pages 350 to 352 (Parcel No. 12016D B001Z).  Said aforementioned 
property which is currently zoned as City R-2 (Single-Family Residential) will be rezoned to a County 
zoning per County Ordinances.  Applicant is Key Street, LLC. 

 

3. Discussion regarding Alcohol Beverage Pouring license, 24-ALC-001, to dispense beer, wine & distilled 
spirits at 188 North Avenue, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is Rendezvous Event 
Center and Banquet Hall.  Mageedah Wood has requested to be the License Representative. 
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4. Discussion regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 24-CU-002, for a new Clayton County 
government complex, by Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of 
Nelson Worldwide, applicant, for properties along Old Poston Road and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 
05239 240001 and 05239 033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. 

 

5. Discussion regarding Variance application, 24-VAR-001, concerning certain development standards for a 
new Clayton County government complex, by Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and 
Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide, applicant, for properties along Old Poston Road and Tara 
Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 240001 and 05239 033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.   

 

6. Discussion regarding proposal by Economic Development Director to establish a Market Committee to 
oversee the activities of the organization currently known as the City of Jonesboro Farmers Market. 

 

7. Discussion regarding possible increase in annual vacant commercial building fee. 
 

8. Discussion regarding Historic Preservation Commission Re-Appointments. 
 

9. Discussion regarding Design Review Commission Re-Appointments. 
 

10. Update on Public Works activities in January. 
 

X.  ADJOURNMENT 

 



 

FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 5, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 1 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 5, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Mayor Sartor 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding possible minimum wage increase for hourly City workers. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Review Proposal 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Safety, Health and Wellbeing 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

 

The Mayor is proposing a minimum wage increase for hourly City workers.  The current lowest hourly rate is $15.59.  

The proposal is to raise the minimum rate to $17.95 an hour to come closer to achieving a living wage for full-time 

employees in the City. 

Current number of hourly employees in the City below $17.40 / hour:  10 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

To Be Determined 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 5, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 2 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 5, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding a certain tract of land to be de-annexed from the City into unincorporated Clayton County pursuant 
to a signed petition.  Tract of land lying and being in the City of Jonesboro, Georgia, as described in Deed Book 10846, 
Pages 350 to 352 (Parcel No. 12016D B001Z).  Said aforementioned property which is currently zoned as City R-2 
(Single-Family Residential) will be rezoned to a County zoning per County Ordinances.  Applicant is Key Street, LLC. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

O.C.G.A. 36-36-131 to 36-36-134 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency Recommendation:  Approval of de-annexation of subject tract from the City of Jonesboro to Clayton 
County. 

Purpose & Description of the Request 

- The City of Jonesboro received an application for de-annexation in January 2024 from Harold Cunliffe / Key 
Street, LLC.  The applicant had first communicated his desire to have the City tract brought into the County in 
the summer of 2023. 

- The applicant seeks to de-annex a 9.3-acre parcel abutting land he already owns in Clayton County from the 
City into the County. 

- The intent is to unite the subject parcel with existing Clayton County residential subdivision parcels under one 
jurisdiction (Clayton County) and to finish the residential subdivision on the de-annexed parcel.  None of the 
residential lots will be allowed to have driveways onto Key Street in the City.  

Background Information 
- The 9.3 acres is currently wooded and undeveloped.  The tract, as well as the tract directly across the Key 

Street right-of-way (City) and the tract to the directly to the east of the subject tract, are all currently owned by 
Key Street LLC.  Several years ago, another owner talked with city staff about annexing a portion of the County 
subdivision into the city and developing the subject parcel as part of a city subdivision.  However, due to the 
unsuitability of Key Street for high frequency access and the quality of the homes being proposed, the proposal 
never advanced.  There was also confusion with the proposal over which municipality would citizen services. 

- Application for annexation/rezoning has been officially accepted and assigned a case number, 24-MA-002, Ord. 
2024-002. 

- As per O.C.G.A., Clayton County has already approved a resolution for de-annexation of the parcel. 
- The ad in the Clayton News Daily announcing the public hearing was run on Wednesday, January 24, 2024. 
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Current Site Conditions 
 

- The 9.3-acre tract is currently wooded and undeveloped.  There is an active stream and lake bed running 
through the middle of the property.  The property also contains slopes. 

- The southern portion of the property starts at the end of the paved portion of Key Street.  The Key Street 
frontage along the subject tract is very narrow, not paved, and barely graded. On the paved portion of Key Street 
between this point and South McDonough Street, Key Street serves as access for about 5 residences to its 
north.  In a heavy rain, between Butler Street in the County and the paved portion of Key Street, the road would 
not really be passable, especially for large vehicles.   

- None of the adjacent County residential lots receive City services such as sanitation, etc. 
- Nearby properties of interest in the City include Jonesboro Middle School, Keystone Apartments, Stately Oaks, 

and Battleground Park. 
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De-annexation Requirements (State) 
 

- De-annexation is governed by Official Code of Georgia Annotated (O.C.G.A.) Title 36, Chapter 36, sections 36-
36-131 through 36-36-134.   

- Per the City Attorney’s office, 
 
Georgia law does permit de-annexation under certain circumstances. These are the basic procedural 
requirements for de-annexation:  
 
1)  Written and signed applications of all the owners of all of the land. The owners of public lands are not 
included in this definition. This requirement is effectively the same as in the 100% method of annexation.  
2)  A complete description of the lands to be de-annexed must be attached to the de-annexation application.  
3)  The governing authority of the county in which the property proposed for de-annexation is located must adopt 
a resolution consenting to the de-annexation.  
4)  Lands to be de-annexed at any one time will be considered one body, regardless of the number of owners. 
All parcels will be considered as adjoining the limits of the municipal corporation when any one parcel of the 
entire area being annexed abuts the municipality’s limits. This subsection is the same definition of contiguous 
area found in O.C.G.A. § 36-36-20. 
5)  After the de-annexation ordinance is passed by the municipality, an identification of the property de-annexed 
must be filed with the Department of Community Affairs, AND with the governing authority of the county in which 
the property is located (see O.C.G.A. § 36-36-3). 
 
The applicant has provided the information required in #1 and #2 above and is the sole owner (100% method). 
 
Clayton County must adopt a resolution consenting to the de-annexation prior to the City Council’s consideration 
of the de-annexation application. 
 
Per the applicant, Clayton County and its attorney’s office have reviewed the request and have approved 
the annexation and inclusion into the County by Resolution 2023-192 as set forth in the Annexation 
Request letter.  The resolution was adopted in September 2023; however, it erroneously authorizes 
subject Parcel 12016D B001Z and Parcel 12016D A002 to be de-annexed into Clayton County.  The 
application only calls for Parcel 12016D B001Z (east side of Key Street right-of-way) to be de-annexed.  
That’s what was agreed upon.  Also, the letter to the County and the City requesting de-annexation 
specifies the subject property as just Parcel 12016D B001Z. 

 
The resolution needs to be revised. 
 
Also, per the State code: 
 
…..the governing authority of the municipal corporation shall approve such de-annexation unless it finds that the 
de-annexation would be detrimental to the health, safety, and welfare of the residents and property owners of 
the area to be de-annexed or to the area remaining within the municipality.  De-annexing this wooded lot 
would not be detrimental to city or county citizens. 
 
There shall be no de-annexation under this article that results in the formation of one or more unincorporated 
islands or in part of the area remaining in the municipal corporation no longer being a contiguous area of such 
municipal corporation.  No islands would be created with the de-annexation of this parcel. 
 
In the event that a municipality has outstanding general obligation bond or revenue bond indebtedness, property 
in such municipality is ineligible for de-annexation pursuant to this article.  There is no known bond or 
indebtedness pertaining to this parcel. 
 
In the event of a de-annexation pursuant to this article, a municipality may, but is not required to, continue to 
provide any services to the property which it was providing immediately prior to the de-annexation, provided that 
the county and municipality have agreed to terms and conditions for the municipality continuing to provide such 
services.  Being an undeveloped parcel, there are no city services being provided to the subject 
property. 

 
 
Rezoning: 
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- The subject parcel, if de-annexed from the City, will no longer have a City zoning.  It will be rezoned to an 

equivalent single-family rezoning.   
 
 
Regarding Parcel 12016D A002 (5 acres on the west side of Key Street, between Key Street right-of-way and Jonesboro 
Middle School property), the applicant has said he would be willing to donate this parcel to the City via a quitclaim deed.  
Staff could foresee this piece, as well as the unpaved portion of the Key Street right-of-way being a component of a 
walking / cart trail system linking County trails to downtown Jonesboro.  The applicant would like for this donation to not 
be made a condition of the City’s consent to the annexation, as this would foreclose his opportunity to write off the 
donation. 
 
In summary, the City will be losing 9.3 acres of undeveloped land, which due to its shape and the location of a stream 
cutting through the property and the presence of slopes is largely unbuildable.  The total appraised value of this parcel is 
$87,800 and the assessed Value is $35,120.   With the parcel then being in the County and being part of the final piece 
to an unfinished subdivision, this will effectively end any future dialogue of a residential subdivision off of the end of Key 
Street in the city, which Key Street is ill equipped to handle.  This area could be used as more a natural recreational area 
for the City in the future. 
 
With the donation of the 5-acre parcel to the City, the City’s net decrease in land after the de-annexation would only be 
4.3 acres.  The City could also have more control over land uses in the area at the end of Key Street and start to have a 
dialogue in the future about creating a walking / cart trail system linking County trails to downtown Jonesboro in this 
area, especially if it was combined with the unused portion of the Key Street right-of-way.  (There is an annual grant for 
nature trails that can be applied for.)  The total appraised value of this parcel is $67,800 and the assessed value is 
$27,120.   
 
 
Should the Mayor and Council approve the de-annexation, the following minimum approval conditions should 
apply: 
 

1. Approval for only Parcel 12016D B001Z to be de-annexed from the City of Jonesboro to Clayton County 
and the revised County Resolution shall reflect this. 

 
 
The Mayor and Council may also want to consider a condition blocking off access along Key Street from Butler 
Street in the County to the end of the paved portion of Key Street and vice versa. 

 

 

 
Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Small decrease in property tax  

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Correspondence 

• Diagrams 

• City Request 

• County Request 

• State Code 
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• County Resolution - Original 

• Road Pictures 

• Maps 

• Notice of De-Annexation of Parcels 

• Zoning Sign 

• Meeting Notice Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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     NOTICE OF REZONING 

This is a notice of hearing of the City of Jonesboro Mayor & Council for the purpose of considering a certain 

tract of land to be de-annexed from the City into unincorporated Clayton County pursuant to a signed 

petition.  At such hearing, the Mayor & Council shall consider that tract or parcel of land lying and being 

in the City of Jonesboro, Georgia, as described in the deed recorded in the real property records of the 

Clerk of the Superior Court of Clayton County as follows: Book/Page: 10846/350-352 (Parcel No. 12016D 

B001Z).  Said aforementioned property which is currently zoned as City R-2 (Single-Family Residential) will 

be rezoned to a County zoning per County Ordinances.  Said City hearing shall take place on February 12, 

2024 at 6:00 PM, in the court chambers of the Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, 

GA.  Same item will first be discussed at the Work Session on February 5, 2024 at 6:00 PM, also in the 

court chambers of the Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, GA. 

 

David D. Allen 
Interim City Manager / Community Development Director 
 
 
Publish 1/24/24 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 5, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 3 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 5, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding Alcohol Beverage Pouring license, 24-ALC-001, to dispense beer, wine & distilled spirits at 188 
North Avenue, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is Rendezvous Event Center and Banquet Hall.  
Mageedah Wood has requested to be the License Representative. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Chapter 6 Alcoholic Beverages 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Economic Development, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

The applicant, Mageedah Wood, is applying for a new consumption on premises of beer, wine, and distilled spirits for the 

Rendezvous Event Center and Banquet Hall located at 188 North Avenue.  The event center has already received 

zoning approval. 

Background:  

1.  This location currently does not have an Alcohol Beverage License to pour distilled spirits, beer and wine.  Applicant 

has been approved to operate an event center at this location. 

2.  The subject restaurant is not located within any special district. Surrounding zoning, general plan land use 

designations and existing uses are primarily C-2 (Highway Commercial).   

3.  Purpose. The purpose of the C-2 commercial district is to accommodate intense retail and service commercial uses 

along Jonesboro's arterial highways. A broad range of such uses anticipates traffic from surrounding areas traveling 

through the city and affords a broad segment of the business community access to the large customer volumes 

associated with such locations. The automobile is the principal means of transit for shoppers in this district, and 

convenient on-premises parking is a primary concern. Given the value of arterial locations intended to capture heavy 

retail traffic, such industrial uses as manufacturing, distribution and processing are prohibited in order to reserve high 

visibility and enhanced access locations for highway commercial uses. 

4.  Factual. This property has had several event centers over the years but has not been occupied for over a year. 

Facts & Issues:  

1.  David Allen, Community Development Director, has reviewed the application packet. All requirements, per Chapter 6- 

Alcoholic Beverages, were met.   

2.  The Jonesboro Chief of Police has conducted a computerized criminal history records check for the applicant and 

recommends approval.  The most recent records check (January 2024) was approved.   

3.  As required by Section 6-39, the applicant has submitted the required land survey. Per Section 6-47, for dealers of 

distilled spirits, regardless of whether malt beverages and/or wine is also sold, the licensee's premises cannot be located 

within 100 yards of any church building or within 200 yards of any school or education building, school ground, or college 

campus as defined in O.C.G.A. § 3-3-21.  

For dealers of distilled spirits, wine or malt beverages, the licensee's premises cannot be located within 100 yards of any 
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alcoholic treatment center as defined in O.C.G.A. § 3-3-21.  The survey presented shows that the nearest church 

(Jonesboro Church of God in Christ) is 1056 yards away, nearest school (Future Leaders Christian Academy) is 362 

yards away, and the nearest Alcohol Treatment Center is 1.1 miles away. Nearest alcohol sales location is the QuikTrip 

across North Avenue from the subject property – 255 yards away. 

  

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Liquor License Cost - $4500 
Application Fee - $500 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Survey 

• Legal Notice Event Center - 188 North Avenue February 2024 

• Sign 

• Meeting Notice Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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Legal Notice 

An application has been submitted to the City of Jonesboro Mayor and City Council 

for an Alcohol Beverage Pouring license to dispense beer, wine & distilled spirits at 

188 North Avenue, Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. The legal business name is 

Rendezvous Event Center and Banquet Hall.  Mageedah Wood has requested to be 

the License Representative. The application will be granted or denied by Mayor and 

City Council at 6:00 p.m. on February 12, 2024. The required Public Hearing will 

also be held at that time.  Mayor & Council will first discuss the item at their Work 

Session to be held on February 5, 2024. Both meetings will be held in the court 

chambers of the Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, Ga. 

30236. 

 

David Allen 

Interim City Manager / Community Development Director 

 

Publish 1/24/2024 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 5, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 4 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 5, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding Conditional Use Permit application, 24-CU-002, for a new Clayton County government complex, by 
Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide, applicant, for properties 
along Old Poston Road and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 240001 and 05239 033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Section 86-105 O&I District Purpose and Standards; Additional Conditional Uses, Sec. 86-528 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of Conditional Use application; In late 2022 / early 2023, the decision was made 
by the Clayton County Board of Commissioners to move their government offices currently on Smith Street to 
undeveloped properties within the City of Jonesboro at the corner of Tara Boulevard and Old Poston Road, across the 
highway from Low Temp Industries.  The two County owned parcels here are Parcel 05239 240001 and 05239 033002, 
both zoned City M-X (Mixed-Use) and will remain in the City.  The combined parcels will consist of a new County 
administrative building, combining multiple facets of County government under one roof.  There is also room for several 
future government buildings, including a new fire station.  The buildings and parking areas will be interspersed 
throughout the site, along with lawn areas and a pavilion to make a more parklike setting. 

“Executive, Legislative, and other General Government Support” requires a conditional use permit in M-X 
zoning.  They must comply with the following standards: 

Sec. 86-528. NAICS 9211 – Executive, Legislative, and Other General Government Support 

The following conditions are assigned in the M-X district: 

(1) Must be located on a street having a classification of collector or greater.  Tara Blvd is an arterial street, and Old 
Poston Road is a County collector road for many of the residential subdivisions to the west of Tara Blvd. 

(2) Off-street parking and/or drop-off space adequate to meet the needs of the proposed facility shall be provided.  
Complies.  See site plan. 

(3) Must be located in a stand-alone building (no planned centers, connected storefronts sharing a common wall, or lots 
with zero lot line development or shared parking).  Complies. 
(4) Height regulations. The maximum height for buildings abutting a residential district or use shall be three stories or 35 

feet as measured at any point 30 feet from any common property line. Building height may be increased one foot for 

every additional foot beyond a distance of 30 feet from any common property line.; however, no building shall ever 

exceed a total height of 75 feet.  Top of parapet is 50 feet.  The Gateway South Overlay, with which the subject 

parcels are also located in, is the governing factor for building design in the area and allows for a maximum of 4 

stories and 60 feet in height. 

The use meets all of these standards.  While being a County government building (which essentially can be 
approved in its own right), officials agree that it is most proper to go through the same process as a private 
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development would, for record’s sake, much like the Clayton County IT building did several years ago, just 
north of the subject property. 

The facility will help with many of the County government’s space challenges.  It will benefit the City in terms of 
the quality architecture being the “second pillar” of the southern gateway into the City limits, alongside Low 
Temp Industries on the east side of Tara Boulevard. 
 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

County SPLOST funds 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Zoning Info 

• Site Context 

• Property Pictures 

• Letter 

• Site Plan 

• Building Design 

• Conditional Use - Old Poston Road - Clayton County Government Complex - Legal Notice 

• Zoning Sign 

• Meeting Notice Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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Legal Notice 

 

Public Hearing will be held by the Mayor and Council of the City of 

Jonesboro at 6:00 P.M. on February 12, 2024, in the court chambers of the 

Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, GA, to consider a 

Conditional Use Permit application for a new Clayton County government 

complex, by Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and 

Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide, applicant, for properties along Old 

Poston Road and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 240001 and 05239 

033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  Mayor & Council will first discuss the 

item at their Work Session, to be held on February 5, 2024 at 6 pm, also in 

the court chambers of the Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City Center Way, 

Jonesboro, GA 

 

 

David Allen 

Community Development Director 

 

 

Publish 1/24/24 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 5, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 5 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 5, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding Variance application, 24-VAR-001, concerning certain development standards for a new Clayton 
County government complex, by Clayton Co. Board of Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of Nelson 
Worldwide, applicant, for properties along Old Poston Road and Tara Boulevard (Parcel Nos. 05239 240001 and 05239 
033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.   

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Sec. 86-118, Gateway South Overlay Standards; Sec. 86-109, Tara Blvd. Overlay Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of Variance applications; In late 2022 / early 2023, the decision was made by the 
Clayton County Board of Commissioners to move their government offices currently on Smith Street to undeveloped 
properties within the City of Jonesboro at the corner of Tara Boulevard and Old Poston Road, across the highway from 
Low Temp Industries.  The two County owned parcels here are Parcel 05239 240001 and 05239 033002, both zoned 
City M-X (Mixed-Use) and will remain in the City.  The combined parcels will consist of a new County administrative 
building, combining multiple facets of County government under one roof.  There is also room for several future 
government buildings, including a new fire station.  The buildings and parking areas will be interspersed throughout the 
site, along with lawn areas and a pavilion to make a more parklike setting. 

“Executive, Legislative, and other General Government Support” requires a conditional use permit in M-X zoning.  The 
site plan and building design presented also require a few development variances. 

 
While being a County government building (which essentially can be approved in its own right), officials agree that it is 

most proper to go through the same process as a private development would, for record’s sake, much like the Clayton 

County IT building did several years ago, just north of the subject property.  Thus, the conditional use and variance 

applications for a county government use are routine, perfunctory measures, they are proper measures. 

The facility will help with many of the County government’s space challenges.  It will benefit the City in terms of the 
quality architecture being seen as the “second pillar” of the southern gateway into the City limits, alongside Low Temp 
Industries on the east side of Tara Boulevard. 

The development lies within both the Gateway South Overlay and the Tara Blvd. Overlay.  However, the architectural 
standards of the Gateway South Overlay trumps the Tara Blvd. Overlay.  Potential variance items are in red below. 

(j)  Maximum building height.  4 stories and 60 feet.  No building shall be erected that would exceed the elevation of the 
Clayton County Courthouse. Buildings having a height greater than that of the courthouse may be approved, provided 
that the site elevation will permit such construction to remain below the highest point of the courthouse.  Building will be 
50 feet tall maximum.  The old Clayton County courthouse is not within view of this property. 

(2) Permitted primary materials.  Primary building materials for the exterior wall facade most directly facing Tara 
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Boulevard or South Main Street shall be constructed, at a minimum, of 70% full-depth brick (not veneers) plus the 
following options for the remainder of the wall facade:  cast stone, cementitious siding (Hardiboard), high-quality stucco 
or glass.  Primary building materials for exterior wall facades not directly facing, but still viewable from Tara Boulevard or 
South Main Street shall be constructed, at a minimum, of 50% full-depth brick (not veneers) plus the following options for 
the remainder of the wall facades:  cast stone, cementitious siding (Hardiboard), high-quality stucco or glass. (Note:  
With the priority being majority brick façades, the 40% window coverage requirement for the Tara Boulevard Overlay 
District will not be considered.)  Building will be primarily cast stone masonry units, with an abundance of glass 
and some metal panel accents.  While not exactly brick, the cast stone masonry units are a high-quality 
material.  An abundance of glass will be very attractive, but with the glass percentage being well above 40%, it 
will cause the “70% full-depth brick” requirement to not be met. 

(3) Permitted accent materials.  Accent building materials for all exterior wall facades may include brick, textured 
concrete masonry units, wood panels (including wood shake), metal panels, and metal canopies.  The metal panel 
accents will mostly be near the roofline. 

(5) Color.  All materials shall be earth-tone in color, as approved by the Design Review Commission and the Mayor and 
City Council.  Complies. 
 
(8) Minimum facade height. A minimum facade height of 18 feet shall be maintained on arterial and collector roadways.  
Complies. 

There are two variance items in regards to Tara Blvd. Overlay standards (non-architectural), Sec. 86-109: 

(2) Street orientation. Principal building entrances shall be oriented to public streets wherever possible. When approved 
by the zoning administrator, a principal building entrance may be oriented to a side yard provided said entrance is not 
more than 100 feet from the right-of-way of an adjacent street and directly connected to the adjacent street frontage by a 
continuous sidewalk not less than five feet in width. 
 
The main building is proposed to face the intersection corner of Tara Blvd and Old Poston Road, identical to the 
Clayton County IT building a little further north.  This gives a better sense of entrance into the City, rather than 
the main entrance facing directly onto Tara Blvd and a less attractive building side facing the the intersection 
corner of Tara Blvd and Old Poston Road.  Per the attached letter, the Mayor and Interim City Manager already 
gave unofficial approval of this building orientation in July 2023, in order for the conceptual drawings to 
progress. 
 
(l) Parking standards. Off-street parking shall be required as in article XIII, Parking, loading and interior circulation of the 
zoning ordinance, except as provided below. 
(1) Location. No more than 50 percent of the required number of parking spaces for a non-residential zoning district 
and/or use shall be located in the front yard. 
 
Due to the desired orientation of the building already mentioned, and due to security reasons to provide 
protected, separated parking for government officials at the back of the building, 80% of the required parking 
for the main building will be located in the front yard.  However, a robust landscape plan with street trees and 
landscape islands will be required. 
 
The intent of the Overlay districts can still be achieved by approving these variances.  This will be a quality 
development by the County and will prove to be a catalyst for more quality growth in the southern portion of the 
City. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

County SPLOST funds 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 
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• Zoning Info 

• Property Pictures 

• Site Plan 

• Letter 

• Building Design 

• Gateway South Overlay 

• Tara Blvd Overlay 

• Variance - Old Poston Road - Clayton County Government Complex - Legal Notice 

• Zoning Sign 

• Meeting Notice Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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Legal Notice 

 

Public Hearing will be held by the Mayor and Council of the City of 

Jonesboro at 6:00 P.M. on February 12, 2024, in the court chambers of the 

Jonesboro City Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, GA, to consider a 

Variance application concerning certain development standards for a new 

Clayton County government complex, by Clayton Co. Board of 

Commissioners, property owner, and Claudia Haines, of Nelson Worldwide, 

applicant, for properties along Old Poston Road and Tara Boulevard (Parcel 

Nos. 05239 240001 and 05239 033002), Jonesboro, Georgia 30236.  Mayor 

& Council will first discuss the item at their Work Session, to be held on 

February 5, 2024 at 6 pm, also in the court chambers of the Jonesboro City 

Center, 1859 City Center Way, Jonesboro, GA 

 

 

David Allen 

Community Development Director 

 

 

Publish 1/24/24 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 5, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 6 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 5, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Mr. Simpson 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding proposal by Economic Development Director to establish a Market Committee to oversee the 
activities of the organization currently known as the City of Jonesboro Farmers Market. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Review of Initial Proposal 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Economic Development, Innovative Leadership 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

 

Attached is a proposal by the Economic Development Director Andrew Simpson to establish a Market Committee to 

oversee the activities of the organization currently known as the City of Jonesboro Farmers Market, in order to better 

benefit the vendors and the citizens from 2024 onward. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

n/a 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• City of Jonesboro Market 2024 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Tbd 
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City of Jonesboro Market 2024 Committee Proposal 

Name 

Until there are majority of Farm vendors with produce at the market, it 
would be better to provide a true picture of the market and call it “The 
Market”. If this situation changes, and there are a majority of Farmers 
attending, then it should again be called the Farmers and Makers Market. 

Committee Proposal 

The committee is made up of five (5) individuals. Three (3) are Market 
vendors. One (1) is to be a member of city council. One (1) is from a city 
board, Main Street DDA, Historic Preservation, Beautification or Design 
Review. Each member of the committee will be appointed by City Council 
after an application process, reviewed by the Mayor and City Manager. All 
Market board members to be subject to the same background checks as 
other city boards.  

Budget 

The Board of Directors of the Market governs the financial status of the 
organization and where money is to be spent.  Expenditures can only be 
based and spent on fees already received.  

Fees 

My recommendation is that all fees be received by April 1 so the board 
has an idea of what they can afford to spend on advertising. Fees will 
remain paid to the City of Jonesboro and the board will inform the city of 
how they would like the fees to be expended.  

Market Members 

Market members will sign up online and will complete an application. 
Once the application has been reviewed, then the applicant will be 
informed whether their application has been successful. All applications 
are to be reviewed by staff at the City of Jonesboro. 
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Length of The Market 

The board will confirm the dates for the season of the market and the 
times that the market will operate.  

Inclement Weather 

The board will decide whether the market will be cancelled either due to 
inclement weather or excessive heat. If the market is to be cancelled, 
then The Market Manager will contact each vendor by phone to inform 
them of the cancellation. 

The Market Manager 

A Market Manager appointed by the board usually oversees day-to-day 
operations and short-term planning. The Market manager could be a 
volunteer in the rotation of others or a permanent appointment for the 
duration of the season. 

Some of their duties would include: 

• Recruit farmers 

• Go to necessary public meetings and hearings. 

• Promote the market. 

• Attract feature stories in the local press. 
• Carry out the directives of the Board of Directors. 
• Make sure restrooms are accessible. 
• Market Manager settles disputes and conflicts. 
• Contacting organizations for advertising opportunities. 
• Placing advertising at downtown locations for the market or liaising 

with public works to do so.  
• City Liaison 

 
The Market Manager and board of directors must work together to 
provide cohesive leadership of the market as a whole. 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 5, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 7 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 5, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Mr. Simpson 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding possible increase in annual vacant commercial building fee. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Vacant Building Fee Revision 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Economic Development, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

 

The Economic Development Director is proposing an increase in the annual vacant commercial building fee.   

Per Mr. Simpson: 

Vacant Commercial buildings are causing an issue in the revitalization of our downtown. Without the rehabilitation and 

renovation of these buildings in 2024, our downtown efforts will be stalled until these vacant buildings become occupied.  

I am asking Council for the vacancy fee to be raised from $200 annually to $2000 annually.  The fee amount shall double 

for each year the property remains vacant.  Commercial, office, and industrial buildings which have an active building 

permit or are already undergoing the plan review  / permitting process shall be exempt from this fee, but said buildings 

which have obtained some type of zoning approval (rezoning, conditional use permit, zoning appeal, variance or zoning 

verification of permitted use) shall be assessed the penalty fee if more than 180 days occur between zoning approval 

and commencement of the plan review and / or permitting process.  Zoning approvals must remain current to avoid 

penalties.  Re-application of expired zoning approvals, as well as denials of unpermitted uses, shall not be considered 

part of the permitting process.    

The Vacant Building Registry Ordinance for commercial buildings was approved by the Mayor and Council in July 2023.  

The original fee structure was as follows: 

(g)  For commercial, office, and industrial buildings that have remained “vacant occupiable” for longer than 180 days in a 

tax year, whether consecutive or non-consecutive, shall be annually assessed a $200 penalty fee, in addition to the 

registration fee established in Sec. 34-3 (c).  The fee amount shall double for each year the property remains vacant. 

The Economic Development Director’s proposal would increase the fee tenfold, which may be too much for the 

present. 2024 is the first full year that the fee will be implemented anyway; therefore, the city has no data on the 

current fee amount’s effects on incentivizing or de-incentivizing investment.   

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Increase in annual fee revenue 
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Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Jonesboro Ord. 2023-____-Text Amendment- Registration of Vacant Principal Bldgs v2 

• Sec. 34-3 REV 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Denial 
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STATE OF GEORGIA 1 

CITY OF JONESBORO 2 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-____ 3 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF JONESBORO, 4 

GEORGIA, BY AMENDING SECTION 34-3 (REGISTRATION OF VACANT PRINCIPAL 5 

BUILDINGS), IN DIVISION 1 (VACANT BUILDING REGISTRY), IN ARTICLE I (IN 6 

GENERAL) OF CHAPTER 34 (ENVIRONMENT); TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; 7 

TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO 8 

PROVIDE AN ADOPTION DATE; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR 9 

OTHER PURPOSES ALLOWED BY LAW. 10 

WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City of Jonesboro, Georgia (the “City”) are 11 

the Mayor and Council thereof; and 12 

WHEREAS, the City is authorized by its Charter and state law to regulate zoning within 13 

the limits of the City; and 14 

WHEREAS, the City desires to amend the zoning regulations for the registration of vacant 15 

principal buildings in the City; and 16 

WHEREAS, the City has complied with the notice and hearing requirements pursuant to 17 

O.C.G.A. § 36-66-1 et seq.; and 18 

WHEREAS, the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City will be positively 19 

impacted by the adoption of this Ordinance. 20 

NOW THEREFORE, be it and it is hereby ordained by the Mayor and Council of the 21 

City of Jonesboro: 22 
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Section 1.  The Code of Ordinances of the City of Jonesboro, Georgia, is hereby amended 23 

by revising Section 34-3 (Registration of Vacant Principal Buildings), in Division 1 (Vacant 24 

Building Registry), in Article I (In General) of Chapter 34 (Environment); to be read and codified 25 

as set forth in Exhibit A, attached hereto and made a part by reference, with added text in bold 26 

font.  27 

Section 2. (a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all 28 

sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their 29 

enactment, believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional.  30 

(b) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent 31 

allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is 32 

severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance. It is 33 

hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent 34 

allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is mutually 35 

dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance. 36 

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall, 37 

for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable by the 38 

valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent of the 39 

Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or unenforceability shall, to the 40 

greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any 41 

of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of this Ordinance and that, to 42 

the greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and 43 

sections of this Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and 44 

effect. 45 
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Section 3. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 46 

expressly repealed to the extent of such conflict. 47 

Section 4. The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of its adoption by the 48 

Mayor and Council unless otherwise stated herein. 49 

Section 5. The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the 50 

State of Georgia and the City of Jonesboro. 51 

Section 6. It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the 52 

provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, City of 53 

Jonesboro, Georgia, and the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such 54 

intention. 55 

Section 7.  The City Clerk, with the concurrence of the City Attorney, is authorized to correct 56 

any scrivener’s errors found in this Ordinance, including its exhibits, as enacted. 57 

SO ORDAINED, this _____ day of ____________________, 2023. 

 

CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA 

 

______________________________________ 

Dr. Donya Sartor, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 

Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 

Sec. 34-3. - Registration of vacant principal buildings. 58 

(a) Whenever any principal building is lawfully vacant for more than 60 days and is in violation of this 59 

article, the owner, shall within ten days of a building becoming vacant, register, or cause to be registered, 60 

such building, as a vacant building with the city. The storage of various items within a building and/or the 61 

maintaining of functioning utilities for a building/property is not sufficient in itself to deem a building to 62 

be "occupied." The registration shall not apply to any accessory buildings on the same property. 63 

(b) Any building shall be exempt from registration under this section provided that the building is currently 64 

and continuously being marketed for sale and is not otherwise in violation of this article. At any time such 65 

building ceases to be marketed for sale or at such time as the building becomes vacant for a period greater 66 

than 60 days, then the owner of such building, dwelling or structure, shall within ten days of such event, 67 

register, or cause to be registered such building as a vacant building with the city. The building/property 68 

owner must provide valid documentation to the code enforcement officer that the building/property is 69 

actually being marketed for sale. The posting of a private "for sale" sign on a property is not sufficient in 70 

itself to deem a property and/or building to be marketed for sale. 71 

(c) The vacant building registration application shall be completed by the current property/building owner 72 

accompanied with a one-time, $50.00 administrative fee. Registration of a vacant building shall be valid 73 

for a period of 12 months, provided that a significant change in status for the property, such as a change 74 

in ownership, does not occur. The city shall be notified of any post-registration ownership changes, which 75 

shall prompt a new registration and administrative fee for the new owner of the vacant building/property. 76 

(d) Registrations and the associated fees shall be based on the date a building/property becomes vacant 77 

or changes ownership. Registration fees are non-refundable and not pro-rated, should the vacant 78 

property become lawfully occupied/used in less time than the 12-month registration period. Registration 79 

fees shall be per each parcel that each property owner owns within the city. 80 

(e) The owner(s) registering a vacant building shall supply the following information on an authorized form 81 

provided by the city: 82 

(1) Name, address (mailing and street), facsimile number, e-mail address and telephone number 83 

of the owner(s); 84 

(2) Name, address (mailing and street), facsimile number, e-mail address and telephone number 85 

of any local agent or representative of the owner(s); 86 

(3) Whether a property is a nuisance under the terms of this chapter 34, article III; 87 

(4) Street address and tax parcel identification number of the premises on which the vacant 88 

building(s) is situated; 89 

(5) Transfer date of the instrument conveying the real property to the owner(s); 90 
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(6) At such time as it becomes available, recording information, including deed book and page 91 

numbers, of the instrument conveying the real property to the owner(s); 92 

(7) Recorded plat of property, if available; 93 

(8) Date on which the building became vacant; 94 

(9) A detailed plan-of-action for the vacant building/property, stating the future intent for the 95 

premises, such as the sale or use of a vacant occupiable building, the rehabilitation and future use 96 

of a vacant substandard building, or the demolition of a vacant, unsafe building. The plan-of-97 

action is subject to approval by the city, and the city reserves the right to place additional 98 

requirements within the plan-of-action. 99 

(f) If a residential building remains vacant at the expiration of the 12-month registration period and the 100 

owner's plan-of-action has not been completed, the current owner shall re-register such residential 101 

building for another 12 months at no additional charge. If the current owner's plan-of-action has been 102 

deemed to be complete by the code enforcement officer, and the property is no longer vacant, then the 103 

residential building/property may come off the vacant property registry.  It is the responsibility of the 104 

owner(s) to notify the city of any changes to the status of vacant properties and of any changes to the 105 

information on their registration form.  106 

(g)  For commercial, office, and industrial buildings that have remained “vacant occupiable” for longer 107 

than 180 days in a tax year, whether consecutive or non-consecutive, shall be annually assessed a $200 108 

penalty fee, in addition to the registration fee established in Sec. 34-3 (c).  The fee amount shall double 109 

for each year the property remains vacant.  Commercial, office, and industrial buildings which have an 110 

active building permit or are already undergoing the plan review  / permitting process shall be exempt 111 

from this fee, but said buildings which have obtained some type of zoning approval (rezoning, 112 

conditional use permit, zoning appeal, variance or zoning verification of permitted use) shall be 113 

assessed the penalty fee if more than 180 days occur between zoning approval and commencement of 114 

the plan review and / or permitting process.  Zoning approvals must remain current to avoid penalty.  115 

Re-application of expired zoning approvals, as well as denials of unpermitted uses, shall not be 116 

considered part of the permitting process.   117 

(h) A conviction of any person of failure or refusal to comply with an order of the code enforcement officer 118 

issued pursuant to this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $100.00 and not to exceed 119 

$500.00. 120 
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Sec. 34-3. - Registration of vacant principal buildings. 

(a) Whenever any principal building is lawfully vacant for more than 60 days and is in violation of this 

article, the owner, shall within ten days of a building becoming vacant, register, or cause to be registered, 

such building, as a vacant building with the city. The storage of various items within a building and/or the 

maintaining of functioning utilities for a building/property is not sufficient in itself to deem a building to 

be "occupied." The registration shall not apply to any accessory buildings on the same property. 

(b) Any building shall be exempt from registration under this section provided that the building is 

currently and continuously being marketed for sale and is not otherwise in violation of this article. At any 

time such building ceases to be marketed for sale or at such time as the building becomes vacant for a 

period greater than 60 days, then the owner of such building, dwelling or structure, shall within ten days 

of such event, register, or cause to be registered such building as a vacant building with the city. The 

building/property owner must provide valid documentation to the code enforcement officer that the 

building/property is actually being marketed for sale. The posting of a private "for sale" sign on a 

property is not sufficient in itself to deem a property and/or building to be marketed for sale. 

(c) The vacant building registration application shall be completed by the current property/building 

owner accompanied with a one-time, $50.00 administrative fee. Registration of a vacant building shall be 

valid for a period of 12 months, provided that a significant change in status for the property, such as a 

change in ownership, does not occur. The city shall be notified of any post-registration ownership 

changes, which shall prompt a new registration and administrative fee for the new owner of the vacant 

building/property. 

(d) Registrations and the associated fees shall be based on the date a building/property becomes vacant 

or changes ownership. Registration fees are non-refundable and not pro-rated, should the vacant 

property become lawfully occupied/used in less time than the 12-month registration period. Registration 

fees shall be per each parcel that each property owner owns within the city. 

(e) The owner(s) registering a vacant building shall supply the following information on an authorized 

form provided by the city: 

(1) Name, address (mailing and street), facsimile number, e-mail address and telephone number 

of the owner(s); 

(2) Name, address (mailing and street), facsimile number, e-mail address and telephone number 

of any local agent or representative of the owner(s); 

(3) Whether a property is a nuisance under the terms of this chapter 34, article III; 

(4) Street address and tax parcel identification number of the premises on which the vacant 

building(s) is situated; 

(5) Transfer date of the instrument conveying the real property to the owner(s); 

(6) At such time as it becomes available, recording information, including deed book and page 

numbers, of the instrument conveying the real property to the owner(s); 

(7) Recorded plat of property, if available; 
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(8) Date on which the building became vacant; 

(9) A detailed plan-of-action for the vacant building/property, stating the future intent for the 

premises, such as the sale or use of a vacant occupiable building, the rehabilitation and future 

use of a vacant substandard building, or the demolition of a vacant, unsafe building. The plan-of-

action is subject to approval by the city, and the city reserves the right to place additional 

requirements within the plan-of-action. 

(f) If a residential building remains vacant at the expiration of the 12-month registration period and the 

owner's plan-of-action has not been completed, the current owner shall re-register such residential 

building for another 12 months at no additional charge. If the current owner's plan-of-action has been 

deemed to be complete by the code enforcement officer, and the property is no longer vacant, then the 

residential building/property may come off the vacant property registry.  It is the responsibility of the 

owner(s) to notify the city of any changes to the status of vacant properties and of any changes to the 

information on their registration form.  

(g)  For commercial, office, and industrial buildings that have remained “vacant occupiable” for longer 

than 180 days in a tax year, whether consecutive or non-consecutive, shall be annually assessed a 

$200 penalty fee, in addition to the registration fee established in Sec. 34-3 (c).  The fee amount shall 

double for each year the property remains vacant.  Commercial, office, and industrial buildings which 

have an active building permit or are already undergoing the plan review  / permitting process shall be 

exempt from this fee, but said buildings which have obtained some type of zoning approval (rezoning, 

conditional use permit, zoning appeal, variance or zoning verification of permitted use) shall be 

assessed the penalty fee if more than 180 days occur between zoning approval and commencement of 

the plan review and / or permitting process.  Zoning approvals must remain current to avoid penalty.  

Re-application of expired zoning approvals, as well as denials of unpermitted uses, shall not be 

considered part of the permitting process.   

(h) A conviction of any person of failure or refusal to comply with an order of the code enforcement 

officer issued pursuant to this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $100.00 and not to 

exceed $500.00. 

(Ord. No. 2019-008 , § 1, 3-11-2019)(Ord. Am. Xx-xx-xx) 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 5, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 8 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 5, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding Historic Preservation Commission Re-Appointments. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Historic Preservation Commission Re-Appointments 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Historic Preservation, Innovative Leadership 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Staff needs to bring the Historic Preservation Board re-appointments up to date.  Currently, the 5-person Board has four 

serving members:  Betsy Wester, Jule Segner, Alison Murphy, and Laura Dupuis, who all do a great job.  The City is 

searching for a quality fifth board member.  Mayor and Council Staff has looked back at meeting minutes and found the 

following re-appointments from January 2020: 

Betsy Wester – 3 year term expires 1/1/23 

Jule Segner – 2 year term expires 1/1/22 

Alison Murphy – 3 year term expires 1/1/23 

Since these have all expired, staff is recommending the same board members for more terms: 

Betsy Wester – 3 year term expires 2/1/27 

Jule Segner – 2 year term expires 2/1/26 

Alison Murphy – 3 year term expires 2/1/27 

(Laura Dupuis’ term is still good through August 2025 (2 year).) 

 

(Note:  Section 42-28 of the Code restricts members from serving more than two consecutive terms.  However, we 

currently have an experienced, quality Board that staff would like to keep.  In addition, new volunteers for Board service 

are hard to come by in a small city.) 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

n/a 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 5, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 9 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 5, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Discussion regarding Design Review Commission Re-Appointments. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Design Review Commission Re-Appointments 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization, Innovative 

Leadership 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Staff needs to address re-appointments to the Design Review Commission at the next Council meeting.  The re-
appointments and expirations got lost in the shuffle through the years. 
 
From code: 
 
(3) Members shall serve three-year terms. Members may not serve more than two consecutive terms unless otherwise 
approved by majority vote of the Mayor and City Council.  In order to achieve staggered terms, initial appointments shall 
be: one member for one year; two members for two years; and two members for three years. 
 
Bonnie Shekarabi – appointed at start of Board in 2018; no record of re-appointment 
 
Kimberly Lightford - appointed at start of Board in 2018; no record of re-appointment 
 
Barbara Casey Lane - appointed in August 2018; no record of re-appointment 
 
Tammary Dowdell – appointed in January 2020 to replace Sam Fleet; term supposedly expired August 2020; no record 
of re-appointment 
 
Ricky McKenzie – started service February 2021; no term specified; assuming 3 year term, it would expire February 
2024 
 
Code says initial appointments were staggered - one member for one year; two members for two years; and two 
members for three years. 
 
Going to assume Bonnie and Kim as three-year terms.  Barbara and Tammary as two-year terms. Ricky’s from this point 
forward would be a one-year, to keep it consistent with code. 
 
Therefore, 
 
Proposals for re-appointments for February 2024 Council: 
 
Bonnie Shekarabi – three-year term to expire 2/1/27 
 
Kimberly Lightford – three-year term to expire 2/1/27 
 
Barbara Casey Lane – two-year term to expire 2/1/26 
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Tammary Dowdell - two-year term to expire 2/1/26 
 
Ricky McKenzie - one-year term to expire 2/1/25 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

n/a 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 5, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – 10 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 5, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Update on Public Works activities in January. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Report 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes Transportation Infrastructure 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

 

Public Works Director John Burdin is updating the Mayor and Council on his department’s activities in January 

2024. 

Some of January’s highlights 

January 2nd-24th  

1. Break-down of Christmas decorations. 

2. Cleaned/reorganized top shop (right side), staged all safety equipment, cones, signs, etc. to this area. 

3. Removed 30 yards of trash (pallets, broken boards, buckets, trashcans etc.) from top shop (right side). 

4. Hauled 3 trailers loads of scrap metal to recycling center from top right shop. Checks were turned in to 

City Hall. 

5. Began the process of moving “Jonesboro” trash bins to top shop (right side), to create a more uniform 

storage area. Should be completed in February. 

6. Crews have completed leaf removal from streets/curbs on west side of “city” - 114,840 linear ft (21.75 

miles) of curb line. 

7. Ran sanitation each week. However, on the week of January 15th we delayed route 1 hour and cycled 

out crews to warm up. Route was still completed each day despite the extreme temperatures.  

8. Filled up three 30-yard dumpsters of limbs, leaves, etc.  

9. Began thinning out of trees and debris on bank behind police department at JCC. 

10. Assisted with set up break down for inauguration. 

11. Changed oil in 3 vehicles in-house. 

12. Replaced 1 truck tire. 

13. Replaced 1 damaged backhoe tire (front). 

14. Tree emergency on Carriage Lane early morning hours of 1/10/24. Was forced to close road due to low 
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hanging lines.  

15. Began thinning and rejuvenation pruning at 162 and 170 S. Main St. 

16. Two hydraulic hoses replaced on sanitation truck were completed in-house. 

17. Set-up, break-down, and worked MLK Parade. 

18. Continued to work with Whitley engineering for final plans/specifications for 100 Gloria Dr. renovations. 

19. We have placed order for 3 parklets from Archatrak for Main Street. 

20. Purchased 48” Gravely Pro-Stance.  This will assist Jonesboro Public Works employees in performing  

the maintenance of the JCC landscape.  

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

n/a 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

•  

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

None 

 

9.10

Packet Pg. 132


	Agenda
	I. CALL TO ORDER - MAYOR DONYA L. SARTOR
	II. ROLL CALL - MELISSA BROOKS, CITY CLERK
	III. INVOCATION - PASTOR ROBERT TAYLOR, SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH
	IV. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
	V. OTHER BUSINESS
	A. Executive Session pertaining to employment matters
	B. Consider any action(s) if necessary based on decision(s) made in Executive Session.

	VI. PUBLIC COMMENT
	VII. PRESENTATIONS
	VIII. PUBLIC HEARING
	IX. WORK SESSION
	1. 3690 : Proposed Minimum Wage Increase
	Printout: 3690 : Proposed Minimum Wage Increase

	2. 3683 : De-Annexation of Key Street Property to County
	Printout: 3683 : De-Annexation of Key Street Property to County
	b. Correspondence
	c. Diagrams
	d. City Request
	e. County Request
	f. State Code
	g. County Resolution - Original
	h. Road Pictures
	i. Maps
	k. Notice of De-Annexation of Parcels
	l. Zoning Sign
	m. Meeting Notice Letter

	3. 3686 : 188 North Avenue Alcohol License
	Printout: 3686 : 188 North Avenue Alcohol License
	a. Survey
	d. Legal Notice Event Center - 188 North Avenue February 2024
	e. Sign
	f. Meeting Notice Letter

	4. 3684 : Clayton County Government Complex
	Printout: 3684 : Clayton County Government Complex
	b. Zoning Info
	c. Site Context
	d. Property Pictures
	e. Letter
	f. Site Plan
	g. Building Design
	h. Conditional Use - Old Poston Road - Clayton County Government Complex - Legal Notice
	i. Zoning Sign
	j. Meeting Notice Letter

	5. 3685 : Clayton County Government Complex Variances
	Printout: 3685 : Clayton County Government Complex Variances
	b. Zoning Info
	c. Property Pictures
	d. Site Plan
	e. Letter
	f. Building Design
	g. Gateway South Overlay
	h. Tara Blvd Overlay
	i. Variance - Old Poston Road - Clayton County Government Complex - Legal Notice
	j. Zoning Sign
	k. Meeting Notice Letter

	6. 3688 : Farmers Market Committee Proposal
	Printout: 3688 : Farmers Market Committee Proposal
	a. City of Jonesboro Market 2024

	7. 3689 : Vacant Building Fee Revision
	Printout: 3689 : Vacant Building Fee Revision
	a. Jonesboro Ord. 2023-____-Text Amendment- Registration of Vacant Principal Bldgs v2
	b. Sec. 34-3 REV

	8. 3691 : Historic Preservation Commission Re-Appointments
	Printout: 3691 : Historic Preservation Commission Re-Appointments

	9. 3692 : Design Review Commission Re-Appointments
	Printout: 3692 : Design Review Commission Re-Appointments

	10. 3687 : Public Works Update - January 2024
	Printout: 3687 : Public Works Update - January 2024


	X. ADJOURNMENT

	Appendix
	9.1 · 3690 : Proposed Minimum Wage Increase
	9.2 · 3683 : De-Annexation of Key Street Property to County
	9.2.b · Correspondence
	9.2.c · Diagrams
	9.2.d · City Request
	9.2.e · County Request
	9.2.f · State Code
	9.2.g · County Resolution - Original
	9.2.h · Road Pictures
	9.2.i · Maps
	9.2.k · Notice of De-Annexation of Parcels
	9.2.l · Zoning Sign
	9.2.m · Meeting Notice Letter

	9.3 · 3686 : 188 North Avenue Alcohol License
	9.3.a · Survey
	9.3.d · Legal Notice Event Center - 188 North Avenue February 2024
	9.3.e · Sign
	9.3.f · Meeting Notice Letter

	9.4 · 3684 : Clayton County Government Complex
	9.4.b · Zoning Info
	9.4.c · Site Context
	9.4.d · Property Pictures
	9.4.e · Letter
	9.4.f · Site Plan
	9.4.g · Building Design
	9.4.h · Conditional Use - Old Poston Road - Clayton County Government Complex - Legal Notice
	9.4.i · Zoning Sign
	9.4.j · Meeting Notice Letter

	9.5 · 3685 : Clayton County Government Complex Variances
	9.5.b · Zoning Info
	9.5.c · Property Pictures
	9.5.d · Site Plan
	9.5.e · Letter
	9.5.f · Building Design
	9.5.g · Gateway South Overlay
	9.5.h · Tara Blvd Overlay
	9.5.i · Variance - Old Poston Road - Clayton County Government Complex - Legal Notice
	9.5.j · Zoning Sign
	9.5.k · Meeting Notice Letter

	9.6 · 3688 : Farmers Market Committee Proposal
	9.6.a · City of Jonesboro Market 2024

	9.7 · 3689 : Vacant Building Fee Revision
	9.7.a · Jonesboro Ord. 2023-____-Text Amendment- Registration of Vacant Principal Bldgs v2
	9.7.b · Sec. 34-3 REV

	9.8 · 3691 : Historic Preservation Commission Re-Appointments
	9.9 · 3692 : Design Review Commission Re-Appointments
	9.10 · 3687 : Public Works Update - January 2024


