
 

 

 
 
 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
February 7, 2024 

MEETING AGENDA: 

 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

IV.  OLD BUSINESS - NONE 

V.  NEW BUSINESS - ACTION ITEMS 

a. Commission to make a recommendation for Residence – 121 South Avenue; Parcel No. 05241D E027; 
New residence in Historic Residential Overlay. 

 

b. Commission to make a recommendation for Bakery – 8113 Tara Boulevard; Parcel No. Parcel No. 13239B 
A001; New wall sign for new business. 

 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT 

 



 

FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 7, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – a 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 7, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Residence – 121 South Avenue; Parcel No. 05241D E027; New residence in 
Historic Residential Overlay. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

Section 86-111. Historic Residential Overlay Standards; Sec. 86-97. R-2 Single Family Residential 

Regulations 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business Revitalization, Historic 

Preservation 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Approval of house exterior design, with conditions; The original house burned down and 
the remains were demolished in 2010.  The new owner would now like to put up a replacement home, similar in style to 
the original home. 

The replacement home will be a one-story structure with an exterior consisting of primarily Hardiplank siding.  Exterior 
color is proposed to be a pale blue – “Blue Arrow, 5001-3C” or, if that is not acceptable, an off white. 

The property is in the Historic Residential Overlay, subject to the requirements of Sec. 86-111. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of the historic residential overlay is to protect and enhance the character of the city's 
historic neighborhoods by establishing architectural standards for regulation of exterior rehabilitation and new 
construction. The City of Jonesboro is committed to preserving its historic structures and the special character of 
the historic neighborhoods. These neighborhoods reflect a variety of architectural styles that have contributed to 
the city's historic built environment.   

 
Historic Residential Overlay standards: 
 
(2) New construction. New buildings shall be compatible with surrounding historic structures and shall contribute to the 
character to the area. Prevalent architectural styles in the overlay shall guide new development. (See article VII, 
Architectural style and scale for guidance on specific historic styles and building materials traditionally found in 
Jonesboro.) The home will be similar in style to the original home and other homes in the immediate area. 
a. Scale and form.  
1. New buildings shall be compatible with the existing scale, form and placement of nearby historic homes in terms of 
foundation and story heights, roof height, shape and pitch, number of stories, width, depth and building setback.  The 
home will be similar in style to the original home. 
2. The maximum heated floor area of infill development shall not exceed 150 percent of the average heated floor area of 
single-family detached dwellings located on the same street for a distance of 600 feet in either direction. Total square 
footage (heated plus garage) of the replacement home will be 2345 square feet.  Average area of existing 
houses within 600 feet is 2007 square feet.  2345 / 2007 = 116% larger. 
3. The maximum building height for infill development shall be determined by the maximum building height of single 
family detached dwellings located on the same street for a distance of 600 feet in either direction.  The proposed house 
is one-story on a street with primarily one-story houses. 
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b. Materials and color.  
1. The predominant exterior siding material, or a modern material that creates a similar texture or appearance, shall be 
used.  Hardiplank siding proposed. 
2. The use of brick is encouraged for chimneys. No chimney proposed. 
3. Prohibited exterior materials include synthetic materials with a false wood grain, vinyl siding, brick veneer, concrete 
block, and the use of materials that do not complement the architectural or historic style of the structure. Hardiplank 
siding proposed.  However, a concrete block foundation is proposed, which is not allowed. 
4. Brick and paint colors shall be compatible with the style of the structure and with surrounding historic structures.  Pale 
blue or off white proposed. 
5. Neon colors are prohibited.  Not used 
6. Primary colors may be acceptable for trim or accents pending review and approval by the director of downtown 
development. 

 
c. Doors and windows.  
1. Window and door placement, shape, and dimensions shall be compatible with the pattern on nearby historic 
structures.  Similar in style to the original home and other homes in the immediate area. 
2. Blank wall facades are discouraged.  
 
 
Sec. 86-97. - R-2 single family residential district regulations. 

(a) Purpose. The R-2 single family residential district is established to provide for single family detached dwellings 
on individual lots having a minimum area of one-half acre. The district is intended to create and preserve a 
neighborhood setting free of non-residential uses as well as higher density residential uses. Public and 
institutional uses traditionally found in low density neighborhoods are compatible with the R-2 district. Such 
development is typically served by a network of local streets to minimize traffic impacts on the neighborhood. 

(b) Development standards. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, uses permitted in the R-2 district shall 
conform to the following development standards: 
(1) Minimum lot area: 21,780 square feet (½-acre) Grandfathered lot is 0.43 acres. 
(2) Minimum lot width: 100 feet Complies 
(3) Minimum front yard: 35 feet 
(4) Minimum side yard: 15 feet 
(5) Minimum rear yard: 35 feet 
(6) Minimum floor area per dwelling unit: 1,600 square feet 1953 square feet proposed. 
(7) Maximum building height: Two stories and 35 feet One-story 
(8) Maximum lot coverage: 35 percent 

 
 
The home will be similar in style to the original home and other homes in the immediate area.  However, the 
proposed concrete block foundation needs to be, at the very least, a brick or stone veneer of full-depth 
masonry. 

 

 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

 

Private Owner 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Lot 

• Adjacent Neighborhood 

• Front Elevation 

• Other Sides 
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• Proposed Colors 

• Original House 

• Demo 

• Permit Application 

• Meeting Notice Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Approval with Conditions 
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FOLLOW-UP APPROVAL ACTION (City Clerk) 

Typed Name and Title 
Melissa Brooks, City Clerk 

Date 

February, 7, 2024 

 

Signature City Clerk’s Office 

 

                                                                                

 
CITY OF JONESBORO, GEORGIA COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

Agenda Item # 

 – b 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE 

  February 7, 2024 

Requesting Agency (Initiator) 

Office of the City Manager 

Sponsor(s) 

Community Development Director Allen 

 
Requested Action  (Identify appropriate Action or Motion, purpose, cost, timeframe, etc.) 

Commission to make a recommendation for Bakery – 8113 Tara Boulevard; Parcel No. Parcel No. 13239B A001; New 
wall sign for new business. 

Requirement for Board Action (Cite specific Council policy, statute or code requirement) 

City Code Section 86-489 and 86-490 – Sign Standards 

Is this Item Goal Related? (If yes, describe how this action meets the specific Board Focus Area or Goal) 

Yes 
Beautification, Community Planning, Neighborhood and Business 

Revitalization 

Summary & Background (First sentence includes Agency recommendation. Provide an executive summary of the action that gives an overview of the relevant details 

for the item.) 

 

 

Agency recommendation – Denial of original sign design; Recently, a convenience store was opened at 8113 Tara 
Boulevard (site of former Rocky’s Pizza).  A sign with red wording was recently installed over the entrance of the 
convenience store.  A bakery will soon follow in the adjacent suite, once it is renovated.  The applicant has applied for a 
new wall sign over the front entrance of the bakery, as well as a road sign panel. 

The wall sign panel above the front entrance will be 15 square feet, which is well below the maximum 150 square feet 
allowed in Code Section 86-490(b).  The front wall sign panel will be about 2.1% of the total front building façade (just for 
bakery portion), well below the 7.5% allowed in Code Section 86-489.  The sign will be internally illuminated and will 
have green and white neon accents.  While the sign color scheme does not have to match the color scheme of Buddy’s 
Mart, staff wonders if the neon accents on the sign are not in harmony with adjacent businesses along Tara Boulevard.  

 In addition, part of the city Sign Ordinance, Sec. 86-487 Prohibited Signs is: 

(15) Signs that contain exposed neon or neon accents, including "back glows;" 

 

Neon means a lamp or tube filled with electrically charged gas thereby creating a light source. 

 
Neon accents means neon lighting around windows (inside or outside the window), building facades, rooflines, doors, 

signs, and other building structures, building projections or designs upon buildings. 

Fiscal Impact (Include projected cost, approved budget amount and account number, source of funds, and any future funding requirements.)  

Private Owner 
 

 
Exhibits Attached (Provide copies of originals, number exhibits consecutively, and label all exhibits in the upper right corner.) 

• Current Building Exterior 

• Sign Design 
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• Meeting Notice Letter 

Staff Recommendation (Type Name, Title, Agency and Phone) 

Denial 
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